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Let’s visit Nazareth and Capernaum. 

 
 
1. Opening prayer. 
 
2. Hymn: Jesus is Lord, creation's voice proclaims it. 
 
3. Bible reading: Luke 4. 16-30. 

• Ask one of the congregation to read the verses. 

• You can download photos to watch with the reading. 
http://freebibleimages.org/photos/jesus-nazareth/ 

 
4. Prayer. (Appendix 1) 
 
5. View a film from the ‘Life Questions’ or ‘Faith in their work.’ 

• https://vimeo.com/showcase/6567754 

• https://vimeo.com/showcase/6567762  
 
6. Hymn: As the deer pants for the water. 
 
7. View and listen to the Sermon. 
 
8. Discuss the questions. (Appendix 2) 
 
9. Hymn: To God be the glory. 
 
10. The Benediction. 
  

http://freebibleimages.org/photos/jesus-nazareth/


 
 

 

 
Appendix 1 

 
Let us pray, 
 
Lord, you welcome us. 
 
When we are happy, 
When our hearts are glad 
And filled with fun and laughter: 
You welcome us. 
 
When we are sad, 
When our hopes are in tatters 
And when people let us down: 
You welcome us. 
 
When we are tired, 
Overcome by our worries, 
And when we need peace and rest: 
You welcome us 
 
When we feel ashamed, 
When our lives are soiled by our misdeeds 
And guilt casts its shadow over us: 
You welcome us 
 
Welcoming God, 
Your door is always open wide 
And you invite us to come to you. 
 
We meet with you now,  
And give thanks for your welcome 
And we rejoice in your presence. 
 
    (The Presbyterian Church of Wales Book of Services) 
 



 
 

 

 
 
We thank you, Lord, that you welcome us into your presence through your 
Word. We give thanks that we can read what happened when Jesus spoke in 
the synagogue at Nazareth and see how he invited people to believe in him as 
the Messiah. 
 
We pray for all the work being done by your Church today, in order to extend 
this invitation to people of all ages. The work is not easy, and the Evil One 
insists on trying to halt and spoil the work. But it is your work, and we know 
that your will as Father, is for every one of your children to come to know you 
in and through the Lord Jesus. Send your Spirit to each of your workers, be 
they employed or volunteer workers in large or small churches, or in 
organizations that seek to proclaim your name and share the Good News 
throughout the world.   
 
May the events in Nazareth encourage us Lord. Despite the hostility and the 
intention to put a stop to Jesus’ mission, we read, “But he walked right through 
the crowd and went on his way.”  
 
We pray this for Wales today, that Jesus goes on his way – to call people to 
Himself, to heal, to give life, to change lives, to give joy and hope, to be light in 
darkness, to forgive and trample on all evil, to restore.  There are so many 
people in need of his healing and restoring hand among us. We thank you that, 
through this service, we are given the opportunity to pray for groups of people 
and individuals that we hold in our hearts and present to you... (specific 
situations could be prayed for here) 
 
Thank you for allowing us to experience your welcome and love. In your mercy, 
hear our prayer as we join in praying the words Jesus taught His disciples: 
Our Father, who art in heaven… 
  



 
 

 

Appendix 2 
 
 
DISCUSSION QUESTIONS 
 

1. Some people find it difficult to keep up a daily quiet time / devotional 
time (coming close to God and Jesus, deepening our relationship). Are 
you willing to share what you do when holding your devotions and 
which resources (books / podcasts/ CDs / video clips) you use? 
 

2. What is your church doing to seek Jesus’ help for others?  Could more be 
done?  What and how?  
e.g. some churches go out onto the street with a chair and invite people 
to come and receive prayer if they are in need – what do you think of 
that idea?  

 
3. Some people criticize the church for emphasising sin and the need for 

forgiveness.  ‘Too much fault finding and condemnation!’ they say. But 
when we read the Scriptures, we see that the Messiah Jesus was sent as 
Saviour of the world. Recognising our faults and our need for forgiveness 
is part of the healing offered.  List as many New Testament characters as 
you can, who went through that experience of recognising their sin and 
receiving forgiveness. 
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