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In view of the present
emergency, a decision was
taken last week by the
Publications Department that
the Treasury and the Welsh
language weekly Y Goleuad
will not be published as
printed editions for the next
three months. Instead, both
will appear as online
magazines. With less activity
in church buildings, there will
be fewer items of News from
the Churches, but as it is likely
those with iPads, iPhones and
other such devices will be
using them more regularly, we
have decided to publish a
briefer version of ‘the
Treasury’ twice a month. In
this way, we can report any
news and other relevant
information more quickly in
these fast changing times that
Covid-19 has brought about.
We have been greatly
impressed by the way in
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which churches and chapels
all over Britain have been
responding to their enforced
closure. Instead of calling a
committee or wringing hands,
ministers, other leaders and
more active members swung
into action without any delay
to arrange online services and
initiate plans ensuring their
self- isolating members are
phoned and cared for.
Closure of all kinds of
businesses and forced
unemployment are creating
great financial concerns for
many. The Church is not
exempt from sharing that
experience through the
enforced cessation of its
weekly activities and services
with loss of offerings. The
closure of our Centres at
Trefeca and Coleg y Bala are
added worries. Perhaps local
churches will be able to ask
their members and friends to

Revd lain B. Hodgins

consider sending their gifts to
the treasurer directly each
month, or by donating through
their bank’s app.

Meantime, Food Banks who
are well supported by
churches are struggling to
meet the increasing demand
for help from many who never
imagined that having been

regular contributors until
recently, they would find
themselves in such a
situation. With Christian Aid
week just a couple of months
away, charities that partly
depend on door to door
collections face particular
challenges too. All kinds of
caring organisations face
extra pressures in addition to
the NHS. With more time to
pray, we remind ourselves of
Paul’s instructions in

1 Timothy 2: 1 ‘that requests,
prayers, intercession and
thanksgiving be made for
everyone.’

Tim Stanley’s column in the
Daily Telegraph at the outset
of this crisis was aptly titled
‘Faith has much to offer when
nature goes mad’.

We hope our twice monthly
issues will provide some
additional blessed reading
over the next few months,
although we are conscious
that in doing so we will only be
reaching the digitally
enfranchised.

As public buildings and non-essential shops close, the Church meets
the challenge through online ministry
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Local businesses in Mancot and
Hawarden situated in close
proximity to Mancott chapel.




Concerned at COVID-19

A word to greet you in an
unexpected and extraordinary
time! It is hoped that by now our
ministers, employees and all our
church secretaries have
received the latest guidance
from the Cardiff Office (dated 17
March 2020) and are acting on
it. | would like to thank the
General Secretary, our Officers,
as well as the staff at the
Assembly Office and at our
Centres for their efforts and co-
operation in ensuring that our
response as a Connexion is
timely and lessens the danger
both to ourselves, and

especially to others. The
Assembly Officers will consult
regularly and update you if
needed.

From the point of view of the
churches we advise that public
worship should not be held in
our buildings during this time (or
allowed to be used by outside
groups). This means that any
baptismal services and
marriages will be postponed. In
the case of funerals, all that will
be allowed at best in our
buildings will be a private
service, for immediate family
members, and no food or drinks
will be prepared. In all cases,
steps will need to be taken to
thoroughly clean the premises,
giving individuals the
opportunity to wash hands
and/or to use hand sanitiser,
ensuring paper towels are
available to dry hands. The
above is just a summary of what
is in the complete guide and |
appeal to everyone to get
acquainted with the advice. Up

to date information can be found
on our website
www.ebcpcw.cymru

We are well aware of our
responsibility to be a caring
presence in situations where
people may be suffering
physically, anxiety, caring for a
family member or friend, while
having to restrict their own
movements temporarily. While
keen to ensure that care is
offered, ministers and leaders
should exercise sensitivity when
asking whether a home
visit is appropriate.
It would be more
appropriate to
pick up the
phone, as
keeping in
touch is
absolutely
necessary.
Remember,
too, at a time
when our usual
services cannot be
maintained, there is

enough devotional material
available from our website, and
many of our churches are
offering livestream services.
Atime like this is a challenge
to the faith of our members, and
we pray that everyone will
discover afresh the ability to
trust our Redeemer through
whatever we have to face. Be
careful of yourselves and
especially of others. Pray to
know strength to experience
Christ’'s peace in the midst of
every storm. In conclusion, |
think the verse which is the
theme of my time as
Moderator is providential,
My grace is sufficient for
you, for my power is
made perfect in
weakness. Wishing you
faith, hope, and love.

Yours in His service.
Revd Marcus Wyn
Robinson
(Moderator of the General
Assembly)

A holy week resource for families and

children

The Garden, the Curtain and
the Cross family devotional!
These fifteen Bible times are
designed to be used with the
accompanying

calendar, starting the  prg=e.
Sunday before Palm
Sunday, to prepare
your family’s hearts
for Easter as you
journey together
from the very start to
the very end of the
Bible.

They’re written to
be used both by
families who are
new to looking at
the Bible together and those
who already do so.

Each Bible time should last
about ten minutes (the earlier
days are deliberately a little
shorter), and they follow the
same format each day.

All you need to do is read
them out! Each devotion
includes the Bible text, taken
from the International Children’s
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Bible. For children who can
read, we recommend giving
them their own copy of the ICB
passage to read along with.

In each study you'll find:

* a short opening prayer.

* a starter question or task to
begin conversations and
introduce a concept that

children will need

to understand.

* a question to think
about or action to
do as they listen
to each Bible
passage. This
helps children
engage with the
text. Questions
they’re asked prior
to the passage
are deliberately
repeated straight
afterwards.

* “Let’s Think” questions, which
will help your children think
more about the Bible passage.

* Brief sections for you to read
out.

* Application questions, which
will help your children to see
what the Bible passage means
for them.

* A prayer at the end (later
devotions get children involved
in coming up with and saying
the prayers).

* An optional “Let’s Think a Bit
More” section, for use with
older children or if you have
time. (You'll need to look up
the passage for these: a useful
online resource is
biblegateway.com.)

If you'd like some more tips for
how to get the most out of this
booklet, go to:
thegoodbook.com
gccfamilytimes
The studies look at the
passages that underpin the
message of The Garden, the
Curtain and the Cross
storybook, and a lot of the
phrases in these studies come
from that book. You don’t need

to have read it in order to enjoy
these studies; and if your
children are familiar with it, they
will still find a lot in these
studies that isn’t in the
storybook.

We pray that you'’ll enjoy your
time looking at God’s word, and
that you will all grow in love for
Jesus together.

Carl and Lizzie Lafferton

Price: £5.09 direct from
thegoodbookcompany.co.uk
discounts apply for four or more
copies.

An on-line Easter mini
issue of 'the Treasury' will
be published on

Thursday, 8th April 2020.

Stay safe on-line

None of us are beyond being taken in by rogues and on-line
scammers. Even in a time of a national emergency when so many are
pulling together, and keeping in touch with isolated friends by email,
it is regrettable that bogus emails circulate too. This week Revd Neil
Kirkham’s name was linked to an email purporting to be from him,
asking for a favour and saying don’t ring back because I'm busy. It
was a scam! We encourage our readers to be doubly vigilant.




From the confines

of 23 North Road

by Moderator of the Association in the East

Today we have faced another
day out of our normal comfort
zone catching up on those
many jobs that have needed
doing for some time. | hope you
have a successful day and
managed to do some of them!

And so we have had time on
our hands.

Perhaps you have been able
to read a book that you have
been meaning to pick up for
some time, and now you have
the opportunity to do so.

Perhaps you have offered a
prayer for the world at this life
changing time? Time is on our
hands, and it gives us the
opportunity to engage with

others by phone, letter or
FaceTime as we work our way
through the day.

Here is a word | have chosen
to help us to concentrate on
God, His world, His Son, Jesus
Christ, and ourselves.

Devote yourselves to prayer,
being watchful and thankful.
And pray for us, too, that God
may open a door for our
message, so that we may
proclaim the mystery of Christ,
for which | am in chains. Pray
that | may proclaim it clearly, as
I should. Be wise in the way you
act toward outsiders; make the
most of every opportunity. Let

your conversation be always full
of grace, seasoned with salt, so
that you may know how to
answer everyone. (Colossians
4:2-6).

A Prayer:

Lord Jesus, Shepherd, Friend
and Comforter, watch over us
during these worrying days as
we come to terms with
separation, isolation and
loneliness.

Grant us your presence as we
go about our day filling up the
hours with relaxation,
concentration, work and looking
after our children with their
changed daytime hours.

You are the One who can give
us peace. Help those who have
none.

Let us be patient as others
seek ways and means to
overcome this virus and return
our lives to normality again.

In your mercy, Lord, hear our
prayer.
Amen.

Revd Brian Reardon should
have concluded his year as
Moderator on 31st March.
Because of the cancellation of
the Association in the East due
to Covid 19, it has been decided
that he will continue in the role
for another year.

ONE
MORE
THING

Reverend
Jonathan Hodgins

We all have responsibilities In
the Covid-19 lockdown and in
my house I’'m in charge of PE
and Evening Entertainment. PE
is easy, morning break affords
time for a quick game of Garden
cricket, T20 style. Each of the
batsmen (my boys) has one life,
faces a maximum of three overs
and highest score wins. It
encourages fast scoring with
plenty of boundaries particularly
in the latter stage of the

innings.

Lunchtime is more complex.
By 11 o’clock the washing is
hanging out in the back garden
and so we move to the front.
With an hours play available,
each player has three lives. Two
lives can be played with the
favoured hand but the third
player is ‘last man’: left handers
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play right handed and vice
versa. The front of the house is
tarmaced and so my slow leg
breaks which were easily
dispatched on grass suddenly
become vicious off-breaks (I like
to think!). Today’s game was a
particular triumph with a great
effort by a night watchman,
some wonderful one handed
catches and a nail biting finish.
So that’s sport sorted.
Evening entertainment is a
touch more difficult because five
people like five different things,
thus we have turned to the TV
subscription services. We
began with a free months
subscription to Britbox and an
introduction (for the children at
least) to Joan Hickson, the
archetypal Miss Marple. | can
recall watching these as a boy
with a sense of foreboding. The
credits are spooky, the music
creepy and Joan Hickson
perfect at capturing Miss
Marple’s sad acceptance of the
inevitability of human depravity.
Unfortunately A Pocketful of
Rye was deemed ‘freaky’ by the
ten year old after episode one,
when ‘the Queen’ was
murdered ‘eating bread and
honey’. By the time ‘the maid
was in the garden pegging out
the clothes’ he had his hands
over his eyes and his fingers in
his ears (quite a feat) and, for

us at least, Miss Marple had
solved her last case.

So we turned to Netflix and
their new drama The Letter to
the King. This was a massive
success. Exciting, scary, and
with plenty of knights and fights
this was a thrilling romp that
kept us all engaged up to the
last (slightly downbeat)
episode.

For me the best episode was
the third, when Tuiri finds
himself in the monastery at the
end of the world. It is, to quote a
different kind of knight from a
different kids film, ‘a wretched
hive of scum and villainy’
headed by an Abbot who is, by
his own confession the worst of
the lot. He tells Tiuri;

“Undoubtedly my own appetites
are some of the darkest of them
all. Sometimes | miss it of
course. There’s nothing quite
like the sound of a skull beneath
your boots. But there’s no going
back. Not now.

And at my age? Who's got
the energy!”

Why do | like it? Because here
in a multi million dollar Netflix
fantasy drama is a character
that represents reality. A public
sinner who’s face is scarred by
the wounds that came from
fighting, now a changed man;

changed by grace from fiend
into friend.

Recently | met a man who
had seen this, not in a film but in
reality. The friend had a cousin.
The cousin had a foul and
spectacular temper. He would
regularly beat people up and got
into trouble with the police on
many occasions. In the end he
had been put in prison.

While in prison he professed
a Christian faith. But how could
anyone be sure that what he
professed was true? My friend
told me he knew that his
cousin’s faith was genuine one
night when they were making
hot drinks. My friend passed
him a cup of tea and
accidentally spilt it on his
cousin. Six months before my
friend would have found himself
coming round in the corner! But
not this time. Instead his cousin
stopped, but his tongue and
waited for his anger to subside
and peace to return. What was
that but the work of grace in the
life of an angry man? He had
dark appetites, perhaps at times
he missed them, but Christ had
come into his life. There was no
going back. This is the glory of
Christianity, Christ winning from
the cross new sinners and
turning them into saints; every
convert a story worthy of a box
set.



A MESSAGE OF HOPE

from Matthew 6:25-34

by Revd Gareth Roberts

In this passage Jesus counsels
his followers against worrying so
much about what may come in
the future that all the joy of life
in the present disappears. We
need to put our trust in God
today and also for tomorrow.

In his book ‘The Strange
Case of Dr. Jekyll and Mr. Hyde’
Robert Louis Stevenson writes
the following:

“Quiet minds cannot be
perplexed or frightened, but go
on in fortune or misfortune at
their own private pace like a
clock in a thunderstorm’.
Whatever the weather the clock
keeps evenly ticking and
whatever the storms of life the
person with the quiet mind
remains calm and collected.
This is essentially what the
Apostle Paul meant when he
wrote: “We are afflicted in every
way, but not crushed; perplexed,
but not driven to despair”

(2 Corinthians 4:8).

As we face the current
situation surrounding COVID-19
the question is how can we
obtain this ‘quiet mind’, during
days of danger how can we
attain a calm confidence, during
days of tension how can we
maintain a sense of peace,
during days when so much
seems to threaten our
happiness how can we live life
without fear?

Jesus Christ helps us to find
the answer. He says we must
learn to live one day at a time.
“Do not worry about tomorrow”
we are told. To live one day at a
time is one of the most difficult

4 the TREASURY —APRIL 2020

things for us to learn to do
because we have the power of
foresight, and yet, we must try.

Principal Robert Rainy once
said: “Today | must attend a
committee meeting; tomorrow |
must preach; someday | must
die. Then let us do each duty as
it comes as best we can”. We
will be well on our way to
obtaining a quiet mind if we can
live each day as it comes.

Many people cannot help
crossing bridges before they get
to them, but worry is usually
wasted effort. Worse, worrying
unduly about something can
actually impair our ability to
cope with a thing when it does
come.

1. Therefore, let us turn to God
in faith and trust in his strength
and lean on him for comfort. If
God is with us we are never
alone, he is “an ever present
help in times of trouble”(Psalm
46:1). Though you may be living
by yourself in your home
remember that you are not
alone, God is with you.

The coronavirus pandemic is
a very grave situation for the
whole world and there seems
little point in denying it.
However, though it is important
to state and face our difficulties,
it is a mistake to brood over
them. We must try not to worry.
Through our faith we must seek
the comfort and strength of God.

These are the days which
challenge and test our faith and
our Christianity. It is easy to
have a serene and solid faith in
God when things are going well.
However, when days like these
arrive, many are threatened with
a collapse of their faith. There
was a certain point in the life of
Jesus Christ after which it
became increasingly clear that
the path he was on was leading
not to triumph but rather to the
cross and John in his Gospel
comments on this with a very
poignant statement: “From that
time many of his followers went
home and walked no more with
him” (6:66). They left him when
things became difficult. Let us
pray that however dark things
may become our faith is never
eclipsed because we prove
ourselves as Christians partly by
the way that we meet our
problems.

As well as being days which
may test our faith, | believe that
these are days which show us
the value of our faith. | believe
that our faith better enables us
to face the world and its
anxieties and uncertainties.
There may be times when we
are the end of our tether, but
because of our faith we are
never at the end of our hope. It
is a saving grace for the
Christian that though we may be
physically confined and
restricted there is always the
avenue of escape through
prayer into the spaciousness of
Almighty God.

Therefore, during these days
when many of us will be limiting
the amount of social contact we
have with others let us use it as
an opportunity to deepen our
experience of the preciousness
of prayer and commune with
God.

Because of what we are
facing | am certain that our
prayers will not be a formal
offering of words to God, but

rather a lifting up to him of our
very hearts and souls on behalf
of ourselves, our friends and
neighbours, our community and
our whole world.

So, far from viewing the
present situation with gloom or
even despair, let us see it as a
test of our faith and a challenge
to show the worth and depth of
our faith. May we find the peace
of mind which comes from being
honestly able to say “My times
are in your hand” (Psalm 31:15).
To have complete trust in God is
to know no fear. During these
days may we seek and find a
trust like this.

To each one of you | wish all
strength and blessing over the
days and weeks ahead and be
assured of my prayers for you
all. Amen.

Adapted from a message
delivered to the congregations
of St Thomas’s Denbigh, Ruthin
and Nant Hall, Prestatyn on the
first Sunday after churches were
closed for public worship and
other meetings. Readers are
invited to use the on-line
resources of St Thomas’s
Denbigh for personal and family
devotions during the ongoing
Covid-19 emergency, see
st-thomas-denbigh.co.uk
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“We don’t have a service next Sunday because
it’s hard to find a preacher!”

Ourguest
. Preacher today

Due to a shortage of preachers, and as a resuilt,
numerous pulpit vacancies, it is my hope that
this series will supply that need. The film will
include a 20 minute sermon with visual material.
The packages will include written prayers, hymns
also Bible readings. The sermons will be
available for viewing, in January 2020.

e

You can download the packages by visiting:
https://vimeo.com/showcase/6567765
A new sermon will be added monthly.




CHURCHES
ON LINE

BUILTH WELLS

Revd Brian Reardon is keeping a brief daily
diary, adding a prayer and thought for the
day. Email him to receive this at
revbrian@me.com

MORETON

For those missing spiritual nourishment in
their local church, Moreton Presbyterian
Church are putting on their website the
weekly “Devotional Guide” that is usually
given out to Moreton and Two Mills
worshippers as part of a printed weekly
newsletter when they attend on a Sunday.
There is a Bible reading for every day, taken
from Scripture Union’s Daily Bread Bible
reading aid, and a commentary on the
passages. Also for each day there is a
prayer topic - which obviously can be
adapted for your local circumstances. The
Devotional Guide on the website will be
updated every week until life returns to

normal and you can return to your local
church.

As Holy Week will feel very different this
year, Dr Mike Ward is publishing every day
for Holy Week a sermon, based on his
published sermons previously delivered at
the Christian Medical College, Vellore. All
these resources can be accessed at
www.moretonpresbyterian.org.uk.

CITY ROAD, GOLFTYN,
MANCOTT AND NORTHOP
HALL

A service each Sunday at 10.30am can be
accessed through the Facebook page of
Northop Hall or Mancott. You'll find an

evening devotion there with Revd Jonathan
Hodgins each night.

BRECON PRESBYTERIAN
CHURCH
Revd David Jenkins is posting a sermon

each Sunday. Details of past and upcoming
weeks are available on his Facebook page.

ARGYLE RHYDDINGS PARK,
SWANSEA

Details of Revd Charles Chua’s ministry on
line can be found on his Facebook page.

ST THOMAS’S DENBIGH

See the reference to their weekly service at
the end of the article by Revd Gareth
Roberts on page four in this issue
(st-thomas-denbigh.co.uk)

SANDFIELDS, PORT TALBOT

Visit their Facebook page for details of their
weekly Sunday service that is going out
through Facebook, other links to helpful
resources, and their Story Time with Jesus
read by Samantha Hodgins.

PARK END, CARDIFF

Revd Owen Batstone will be delivering a
live message and leading prayers on
Sunday evenings at 6pm via the church’s
YouTube video stream. Access via YouTube
or via the Park End Facebook page.

The list is not a complete one of all the
resources available on line from the
English language churches of the
Connexion. We invite those not
mentioned on this occasion to send
their details to the Editor for inclusion
in a further list of on-line resources in
the mid April edition of ‘the Treasury’.

A view from an
Indian doctor

“Social distancing is a
privilege. It means you live in

NOT QUITE A
COMPETITION

We invite our readers to submit a
picture for inclusion in future
issues of some local scene

a house large enough to
practise it. Hand washing is a
privilege too. It means you
have access to running
water. Hand sanitisers are a
privilege. It means you have
money to buy them.
Lockdowns are a privilege. It
means you can afford to be
at home. Most of the ways to
ward the Corona off are
accessible only to the
affluent. In essence, a
disease that was spread by
the rich as they flew around
the globe will now kill millions
of the poor. All of us who are
practising social distancing
and have imposed a
lockdown on ourselves must
appreciate how privileged we
are. Many Indians won’t be
able to do any of this.”

they’ve encountered in walking
within the vicinity of their homes.
Ideally, it should not include
another person. Just a picture,
with a brief description of its
location. Suggested subjects
might be a colourful garden you
pass on your walk, a spring
landscape, or an interesting
feature of a building that might be
of wider interest.

This issue of ‘the Treasury’ is
bring produced for Palm Sunday.
In parts of Wales the day is often
referred to as Flowering Sunday
or Sul y Blodau when family
members decorate their loved
ones graves in the local cemetery
with flowers. It is unlikely that will
happen this year, but with that in
mind the Editor begins the series
with a photograph of the
graveyard at St Deiniol’'s Church,
Hawarden that is currently filled
with ‘a host, of golden daffodils’.
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