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We are producing these additional pages to the
April issue of ‘the Treasury’ in time for Good
Friday and Easter Sunday. It was our hope that
in splitting the normal eight page edition, we
might be able to respond to any fresh
developments that arise over the Covid-19
crisis, and be able to report on initiatives that
are taking place in local churche that others
might be inspired
to emulate.
Coronavirus that

began as a far off
event in China will
impact all of us in
several ways, even
if we and those
nearest to us are
spared from
contracting the
virus. This
magazine has
already felt the
effects as its
publishers have
had to ‘furlough’
most of their staff,
including our colleague, Malcolm Lewis who has
typeset and designed this monthly for nearly 40
years. As editor, we pay tribute to his skill and
willingness to work, oftentimes, under pressure.
We trust it will not be too many months before
he can return to his post in Gwasg y Bwythyn. 
A most pertinent book that was published

earlier this week is ‘Where is God in a
Coronavirus World?’ Written by John Lennox
(Emeritus Professor of Mathematics at the
University of Oxford and Christian apologist),
the author says, “it is my reflections on what we
are experiencing right now. It is my attempt to
convey some comfort, hope and support.”
Written in a week, it is some sixty-two pages
long, divided into six chapters. As Os Guinness
attests, “No voice in the Western world is
clearer and wiser than that of John Lennox. For
all who want to pause to think, this is the book
to read.”
We invite our readers to share their

experiences of blessings they may have
experienced in self isolating in ‘the Treasury’,
and if out walking while observing social
distancing, to submit a photograph of something
they may have seen along the way. As the actor,
David Suchet has noted, there is a difference
between looking at something and observing it.

Editorial

Revd Iain B. Hodgins

‘Dyma gariad’, Welsh for
“Here is love” is taken from the
well-known Welsh hymn by
William Rees which talks about
the vastness of God’s love being
like an ocean and a flood.
The group, ‘Dyma Gariad’

have a goal of sharing that love,
most perfectly expressed
through Jesus Christ, with the
world through songs. The Welsh
aspect of the group is
unmistakable from the voices
and the sound of a harp in the
background in the opening song.

Their first album, ‘Darkness to Hope’,
contains just three songs and that
highlight the events of Easter from the
seeming despair of Good Friday to the
glorious resurrection on Easter
Sunday. It also includes the best
known of Psalms, the
twenty-third.
The opening track

‘Finished!’ Is set in a
minor key, and begins
with darkness
descending upon
Jerusalem after
Christ’s death on the
cross. It conveys the
encouragement that
Christians can take
from the word
‘Finished’ that is the climax of each
verse. The unmistakably Welsh voices
are complimented by the only instrument
in the background – a harp, beautifully
accompanying the four-part harmony.
The second track is much more

upbeat and picks up the story of the
resurrection directly from the account in
Luke 24. From the women who arrive at
the tomb expecting death and finding life
to the two on the road to Emmaus,

confusion and darkness are turned to
joy. The resurrection changes
everything! Piano and guitar support the
solitary vocalist in the verses, who is
joined by two others in unison for the
chorus. The momentum is maintained by
the Cajon.

The final track is a
short and simple
paraphrasing of a Psalm
expressing what it means
to have experienced
personally the impact of
the death and
resurrection of Christ and
to have him as guide and
protector through life. It
opens as an instrumental
with Flute, Piano and
Cajon before the voices

join. Another musical interlude follows
before the second verse.
The music can be accessed on nearly

all music platforms, iTunes, Amazon
Music, Google Play, Spotify, Deezer,
Napster, YouTube Music etc. Search for
the Llanelli-based artists, 'Dyma Gariad'
or the album, 'Darkness to Hope'. 
In case of difficulty please get in

touch with Dyma Gariad at
dymagariad@btinternet.com

‘Dyma Gariad’
released their
first album
containing
three songs
on 6th April
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At the sixth hour the sky went
black as Jesus was crucified
between two thieves. The
reaction of those two enforced
onlookers is quite different. The
one shows no remorse, no sign
of repentance. Rather he joins
the rest of the crowd in mocking
Jesus. “Aren’t you the Christ?
Save yourself and us.” He sees
in Jesus a different kind of
substitution. At least this man in
the middle, whoever he is, is
diverting the attention of the
mob away from himself. Under
normal circumstances he, the
thief, would bear the brunt of the
abuse. In his mockery at least
he is one of the crowd.

It’s amazing how often people
seek to bring others down to
their level. The media is always
keen to attack those in Christian
Ministry who have fallen and if
they find no evidence they make
it up. Cliff Richard has borne the
brunt of this for many years. It’s
often said that congregations
put ministers on a pedestal.
Apparently it makes them much
easier to hit! Jesus came as the
light of the world and for many
people, rather than repent and
change, it’s easier to put the
light out so that no-one can
see what they’re up to
(John 3:19-21). The good life
shows us up for what we are but
if we can malign that life and
bring it down to our level then
we don’t stand out from the
crowd.
The other criminal, however,

takes a different line. “We are
punished justly, for we are
getting what our deeds
deserve.” All of us are prone,
when things go badly, to
complain, “What have I done to
deserve this?” In any particular
situation the answer may be

‘nothing’. It may be down to the
sins of others. However all have
us have sinned both in what we
have done and left undone.
There are many in the world
crying out for justice and we
have turned a blind eye, content
as long as our life is
comfortable. “All have sinned
and fallen short of the glory of
God,” and, “The wages of sin is
death.” So writes the apostle
Paul to the church in Rome.
Recognising that is the
beginning of the road to
salvation in Jesus. Recognising
that, “This man has done
nothing wrong,” is the second
step. Acknowledging Jesus to

be the sinless Son of God who
was made sin for us leads us to
faith in him and a place in
paradise with him.
Knowing that salvation by

grace changes our attitude to
life. I remember, years ago at a
CWM conference in Jamaica,
we had been working hard for
three weeks and on the last day
they took us to the beach in
Ochos Rios where we enjoyed a
barbeque. The setting is
magnificent. I stood on the
beach with tears flowing down
my cheeks asking God, “What
have I done to deserve this?”
The answer is ‘nothing’. And
when I ask what I’ve done to
deserve spending eternity with
our glorious God in heaven,
seeing Jesus face to face, I get
the same answer, ‘nothing’.
Jesus did it all for me and that
fills my heart with gratitude
whatever may befall me.

Neil Kirkham has lived in
Llandudno since 1992. He
serves the churches at
Gloddaeth, Llandudno and
Penrhyn Bay.
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by Jonathan Hodgins

About three years ago I began
visiting two local primary
schools and conducting
assemblies with them. Things
went well, the staff were
incredibly receptive and this
encouraged me to begin
regularly reading with some of
the children. I did this because
we are people of the Word
and if a child cannot read they
miss out on one way of
coming to know the Saviour.
As I read regularly with

them I began to think it would
be good to read the Bible. I
approached the head teachers
and both agreed to me setting
up a guided reading group and
working though the Scripture
Union book, Diary of a
Disciple which is a child-
friendly translation of Luke’s
Gospel.
Things were going

swimmingly and then Covid-19
hit, schools shut and everyone
had to stay inside. Ten years
ago that would have been
that, but not today. These days
technology is so freely
available and so easily
accessible I’m able to record
readings of Diary of a Disciple
and upload them to Youtube. 
Now, I know I neither read

like David Walliams, nor do I
look like Joe Wicks, but I do
have a link to the children so
I’m hoping that this will
encourage children to look in
and listen and be struck by

the glorious truth of the
Gospel. Amazingly one of the
schools has agreed to include
links to the videos in with work
they send home.
Please pray that the school

would continue to give me
opportunities to serve with
them, that the children would
understand what I say to them
about Jesus and that he would
become Saviour and Lord to a
great many of them through
the power of the Holy Spirit
and the reading of the Word.
You can listen for yourself

and share these videos by
searching for Deeside
Pastorate on YouTube.
You can buy a copy of
Diary of a Disciple at
www.10ofThose.com

Revd Jonathan Hodgins is
minister of the churches at
Northop Hall, Mancott, City
Road and Golftyn.

Where is God
in a Coronavirus

World?

Available by post
from

thegoodbook.co.uk.

Single copies £2.54
(postage £2),

discounts available
for five or more

copies.

A Good Friday
Meditation 

by Revd Neil Kirkham

William Holman Hunt, The Scapegoat,1854, oil on canvas,
Lady Lever Art Gallery. Photo credit: Iain Hodgins

A reading of ‘Diary of a
Disciple’ on YouTube



We are about to celebrate the
greatest festival of the Christian
Church and instead of moving
majestically from Lent into the
Easter period, we are
confronted with the COVID-19
pandemic that has brought
massive restrictions to
everyone’s life and caused all
our places of worship to close.
With churches closed, it is

essential that all church workers
keep in close contact with their
congregations as the Lord’s
work continues in a new way
during this time of
unprecedented upheaval.
Easter celebrates Jesus

Christ’s victory over death. His
resurrection symbolises eternal
life that is granted to all who
believe in Him. The meaning of
Easter also symbolises the
complete verification of all that
Jesus preached and taught
during His three-year ministry. If
He had not risen from the dead
He would have been considered
just another teacher or Rabbi.
This Easter we have to consider
these teachings under the
shadow of a world pandemic
that brings fear to every nation.
Gospel preachers need to
proclaim the reassurance of the
Easter message and the
glorious light of Easter Day
needs to reflect our innermost
believe that the promises He
made are true. The empty tomb,
folded grave clothes, His many
appearances after Easter
Morning attest that the
Resurrection is a fact.
God is calling us to prayer

during these days when our

buildings are closed but ‘Social
Distancing’ makes it difficult for
us to relate to each other as we
normally do. There are other
ways through social media that
allow us to hold conversations
over the internet. Use these
modern means to pray together,
and read the account of the
resurrection in the Gospels. 
Look out for those who need

a helping hand in your church.
Many will be over the age
threshold and probably have
health issues. It really is a time
to reflect upon the story of the
healing at the pool of Bethesda,
‘I have no-one to help me into
the pool when the water is
stirred’ (John 5: 7).
We will all spend many days

over Easter and beyond just
waiting. Waiting for this isolation
to end. Waiting to re-join friends
in church when our services
begin again. Waiting in prayer
on our own and waiting to serve
Jesus in our troubled world.
The greater part of our lives

are taken up with waiting for the
next thing to happen: for the
mortgage to come through, for
that elusive job-opening to
materialise, for the letter that

never seems to come, for an
answer to prayer that we’ve
prayed for so long.
Isaiah reveals the difference

waiting on God can make  –
They who wait for the Lord shall
renew their strength; they shall
mount up with wings like eagles;
they shall run and not be weary;
they shall walk and not faint.
(Isaiah 40: 31)
Years ago, there was a

French engineer. Monsieur De
Lesseps, who for a period of
time was refused permission to
leave his ship in the
Mediterranean, because he was
supposed to be in quarantine. It
was very tedious for him
because he was an active
individual. But he used his time
well during the enforced
inactivity, reading and studying
with extra concentration. This
led to the realisation of his
dream of constructing the great
Suez canal to link the
Mediterranean with the Indian
Ocean.
Pray God that in our period of

waiting we can make it a
creative time too.
An old Spanish proverb – ‘All

sunshine makes a desert’ warns
us that it would not be good if
everything was easy for us. At

present we are discovering that
life has less easy moments. ‘In
the world’ said Jesus, ‘you will
have tribulation’. Thankfully, He
also said, ‘be of good cheer, I
have overcome the world.’
(John 16: 33). We have His
assurance as 
believers in the resurrected
Jesus that He is with us always.
‘Creative waiting’ is bringing

Jesus into the in-between times
of lives. In our struggles we are
given power to regain
momentum in a hostile,
pressurised world. As we
progress with the Saviour we
discover His power to scale the
heights. We discover His power
to complete life’s journey as we
pass through a world that is not
our home.
God’s blessing be with you all

in the coming weeks. May your
waiting be creative, and may His
Holy Spirit inspire you to
discover that in the world that’s
suddenly become much smaller
around us all that

‘there’s a work for Jesus,
ready at your hand

’tis a task the Master just for
you has planned…’ 

Happy Easter to you all.
Revd Brian Reardon
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An Easter Message
by the Moderator of the Association in the East

Partially supported in her work
by the Women’s Department
as well as well as by some
local Presbyterian churches,
Elin writes of how the past few
weeks have been frenetic as
she has been doing one-to-
one discipleship with student
leaders, teaching them how to
run Bible studies and holding
planning sessions with CU
leaders on Zoom. It is
amazing what can be done –
even virtual prayer meetings,
but it is a poor substitute to
being a gathered Christian
Union meeting at the heart of
a campus. She has been
really impressed with how well
the CU members have
supported each other as they
continue to be busy with
online university teaching and
work deadlines. Most CU
operations have now moved
online, and the students have
been hard at work trying to
think of ways to encourage
each other through this difficult
period, and how to keep trying
to reach their friends and
convey the hope they have. 

UCCF are still hoping to run
their National Forum at the
end of August. Students are
signed up and some good
programmes for freshers’
week are gradually taking
shape. Elin’s employer,
Universities and Colleges
Christian Fellowship is a
charity that like so many
others, faces great challenges
in view of the recent Covid-19
events. We ask our readers to
pray for Elin and the wider
UCCF family, as well as the
student world. 

Elin Bryn Williams - UCCF Staff
Worker in Mid and North Wales

From the
Confines of

23 North Road

During these days of
isolation, Revd Brian
Reardon (Moderator of
the Association in the
East) has pulled out his
easel and paints and
taken the opportunity to
restart a hobby he had
long put aside. He’s
begun a painting of
‘Ebenezer’ Newchurch.
Perhaps it will be good
enough to hang in the
building when it’s
finished!


