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Chapels may be closed and life as we’ve known it disrupted,
but let’s give thanks for the infrastructure of support that
had been put in place by Churches, Local Authorities, the
NHS, HM Government and essential businesses.

It is hard to believe that when this edition of the Treasury is
published on Sunday, 3rd May churches all over Wales will have
been closed for seven weeks. We commend the many ministers
and church leaders of all age groups in the variety of
denominations and inter-Church groups who remain undaunted
by the difficulties and have mastered the variety of ways in which
to stream services and daily meditations. Members of churches
have been inspired to keep in touch with one another by phone,
email and in setting up Whats App groups.

The provision of Sunday services over the phone by the
Presbyterian Church of Wales and individual churches has
addressed the needs of those we referred to in a previous
editorial who are not digitally enfranchised.

The Telegraph columnist, Bryony Gordon has written recently
about the joys of rediscovering traditional letter-writing. In days
of self isolation, the sound of a letter dropping through the
letterbox, and the sight of a friendly postman or woman
delivering mail as they do to 30 million households all over
Britain, is always heartening. They represent the wide variety of
personnel who strive to keep the infrastructure intact, that we
often only think about when something crucial like water

or electricity supplies are
interrupted.

As the business man and
philanthropist, Sir John Timpson
observed at the outset of this
crisis, ‘the current situation
provides plenty of potential for
the perfect pessimist’, but a
thankful Christian takes heart in
the knowledge that the LORD is
God, and all things are under His
Sovereign care as we pray in the
words of this collect that has
been written for the present time
by Dr Lee Gatiss of Church
Society:

/ ]
Revd lain B. Hodgins

Heavenly Father,

our ever present help in trouble,

our fortress and our God:

calm the anxious fears of all who turn to you;
give strength and healing to those who are sick,
and courage and skill to those who care for them;
grant wisdom and clarity to those in authority;
and humble us all to call upon you

that we may be saved not only in this life,

but also for that which is to come,

through Jesus Christ our Lord, Amen.

Building a vibrant virtual Christian Aid Week

In the space of just a few months, the
coronavirus pandemic has caused a
seismic shift in society.

The outbreak has affected all spheres of
life. It has brought suffering and uncertainty
for so many, both here and overseas, taking
centre stage in thoughts, conversations and
prayers.

As individuals, families, communities and
organisations, the crisis continues to have a
significant impact on how we go about our
daily business. We have all had to adapt to
new ways of living.

In these challenging times many
churches have already made bold steps,
streaming services online and harnessing
technology and social media to reach out to
communities.

In the same way, Christian Aid has also
been thinking creatively how best to ensure
it can continue standing together with the
most vulnerable and marginalised people
during this time of global crisis. This is
particularly important as Christian Aid Week
2020 approaches.

This year, many Christian Aid supporters

challenging times.

will have already dedicated a significant
amount of their time and energy planning
these initiatives. Not surprisingly, the Covid-
19 situation has meant that much of this
usual fundraising cannot go ahead for
Christian Aid Week 2020 (10-16 May) but
will shift to the autumn.

However, for May the charity is building a
vibrant, virtual Christian Aid Week to help
people in Wales show love for neighbours
near and far, as a global family, in these

Christian Aid has developed a suite of
creative new ideas, guides and resources,
to inspire people to fundraise and connect
with their community, creatively and
virtually, while respecting social distancing
measures.

The resources include guides to help
people run their own virtual event or
fundraiser, organise a virtual quiz evening,
and even hold a virtual church service using
a range of specially prepared worship
resources.

Individuals will be able to sign up for
unique events during Christian Aid Week
itself from 10th-16th May, such as a daily
quiz and live stream worship events.
Christian Aid will also be offering an ‘e-
envelope’, offering a digital way for people
to share the Christian Aid Week story with
family and friends, and ask for a donation.

In this way Christian Aid hopes that its
dedicated supporters will be able to
continue their support, prayer, engagement
and fundraising.

continued on page 2



From the confines
of 23 North Road

As the days turn into weeks and
we start to settle into a new kind
of work pattern, our ministry has
changed. It has taken on a new
kind of pastoring from afar, and
in certain cases we are only
able to connect with the
congregations through the
internet using FaceTime, Skype
or Zoom just to name three
particular video links. But
ministers and workers are
confined physically in their
homes and direct contact with
the membership is restricted.
Churches are closed, weekly
gatherings off limits and
pastoral visiting only

available by looking through

the kitchen window, or at the
front door standing two metres
back.

Funerals are unreal with only
ten individuals allowed at the
graveside, including the
minister and the undertaker.
Grieving for families is at a
distance and the minister’s role
so different from what we have
been used to over the years.
Thanksgiving services will
follow, but only when these
restrictions are eased.

The telephone for some is the
only link where internet is non-
existent in parts of rural
Radnorshire. People are
concerned and worried and are
often waiting for the call with

words of reassurance and hope
for the future through Jesus
Christ’s love. | have found this
time to be very taxing and
people’s feelings are expressed
in each call. Some of them are
distressing, and with the added
dimension of not being able to
see people face to face, |
wonder if my words of comfort
are enough?

With the lovely April weather,
we are having it does allow
some relief if you have a
residence that has an outside
area, and you can get out into
the fresh air. It makes the
‘lockdown’ much more
acceptable. We must pray for
those people in high rise flats
who have no garden, and who
are unable to venture beyond
their four walls.

So, what other things can
occupy our time during these
days of confinement? Well once
we have painted all our fencing,
garden gates and spent more
time than usual in the study, we
can re-kindle our long-lost
hobbies of days past.

| have already spent a few
afternoons painting again (not
fences but canvas!) and already
have two of my chapels in
progress.

The other ‘interest’ | have
tried in recent days is to
investigate ‘vine dressing’ so

Christian Aid Week (continued)

Cynan Llwyd, temporary Head
of Christian Aid Wales said:

“In recent weeks, we have been
overwhelmed by the messages
of solidarity we've received for
our sisters and brothers
overseas, and also by
messages of support from our
fundraising community, looking
for guidance on how they can
support us this Christian Aid
Week.

“I very much hope that you
feel empowered and supported
to join us in celebration of
Christian Aid Week this year,
and that some of the virtual
ideas on offer can strengthen
individuals and communities as

we pray for all those affected by
this new virus.

“Love never fails. Coronavirus
impacts all of us. But love unites
us all. Its during crises like
Covid-19 that the vulnerabilities
of those living in extreme
poverty are even more evident.
This Christian Aid Week we can
fight against Coronavirus
alongside our sisters and
brothers living in poverty.”

Please keep an eye on
https://www.christianaid.org.uk/
about-us/christian-aid-week/
coronavirus-guidance

for up-to-the minute
information and resources
as they launch.
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that | can maintain my
grapevine. The vine has many
stories to tell and | have been
looking after it for over twenty-
five years.

When Woolworths closed in
Brecon, they were selling off all
their plants and garden
equipment. | required a few
tools so decided to go and have
a look around. Most of the tools
and plants had already been
sold. In a box on its own was a
tiny vine wrapped in a plastic
bag with a price tag of just fifty
pence. | bought the vine and
planted it in a corner of the
garden, almost forgetting about
it. For the first three years
nothing seemed to happen, just
a solitary twig that never
seemed to grow. Then in the
fourth year | noticed that it had
grown about three inches, with
green shoots indicating the little
plant was alive (from little
acorns | thought!).

Having just built a gazebo at
the rear of my garage, | decided
to move it near to one of the
support posts. For the following
ten years it did grow, and
produced green leaves every
year. | was able to train the
branches to cover the inside of
the gazebo. It grew thick and
strong, but only green leaves
that provided shade during
sunny days.

In 2010 | noticed that other
shoots were appearing, and, in
the autumn, small white grapes
appeared, but tasted bitter. For
the next three years the vine
continued to produce fruit. In
2015 the fruit actually tasted
sweet, although there wasn’t
enough fruit to fill a punnet.

Pruning was very important, but
the internet helped.

Over the next four years the
vine went from strength to
strength, each year it provided
large crops of fruit for the
Primary School Harvest
Thanksgiving Service.

Afterwards, they were taken
with all the other gifts to the
local Residential Care Home,
when the School Council and |
went on the following day to
present them to the Manager.
This has happened every year
since and the little brown twig
from Woolworths has multiplied
and produced crops that were
never expected.

So, during these days when |
must remain within the confines
of 23 North Road. | shall
undertake my new style of
ministry, spend a little more time
in prayer and attend to my vine,
hoping for a great harvest again
this year. | often sit beneath the
vine on warm sunny days
thinking about the progression
and the growth of this vine and
about the words of
multiplication from the Gospels
“It grew and became a tree,
and the birds of the air
perched in its branches”
[Luke 13: 19].

Birds must have perched in
the vine’s branches because
last year a blackbird nested
there and raised four chicks.
Like the love of God everything
is multiplied by His Hand. May
He continue to bless us all at
this difficult time.

Brian Reardon is serving for a
second year as Moderator of
the Association in the East.

Dignity. Equality. Justice. Love.

106 High Street, Bangor, Gwynedd,
LL57 1NS, Wales
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A briefer on-line Ascension Day issue
will be published on Sunday, 17th May.



ONE
MORE
THING

Reverend
Jonathan Hodgins

Here’s a question to ponder
during lockdown. You're living
in Nazi-occupied Amsterdam
and you see a woman taking
bags of shopping into a local
factory. You suspect she is
feeding a Jewish family hiding-
out inside the building. Do you
tell the authorities?

Or how about this? You're
living in Communist China and
there’s a Muslim family hiding
out in the village. You know that
the Communists are rounding
up Muslim families. Do you tell
the authorities?

One more! It's Lockdown and
the neighbours are inviting
people over for a barbecue. Do
you tell the Authorities?

Who knows how you would
answer question one or two. It's
impossible to know what strain
you would be under, what fear
you would have for yourself and
your family. But question three
is easy; you've probably seen
something like it over the last
few weeks.

it's the ease with which
people have named and
shamed their neighbours on
social media, or sometimes to
the Authorities that has worried
some people and put them in
mind of Germany. Not Nazi
Germany, but the German
Democratic Republic (DDR),
the Communist regime that
existed from 1949 to 1989. The
State that existed then was so
paranoid about its own people
that it became a by-word for
snooping. By 1989, the internal
spy network, the Stasi, had
millions of files on its own
people and it was said that one
in three people was an IM, an
unofficial collaborator.

The Stasi existed to maintain
the power of the State and
sought to liquidate any
opposition. Unfortunately for
them one of its opponents was
the Lutheran church which was
an internationally recognised
body with links to, among other
countries, the United States of
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America. Although there was
initially physical persecution,
this quickly stopped when it
brought international
condemnation on the country.
Instead the Stasi set up
Department V/IV, the Church
Department to infiltrate and
neutralise it.

And here’s our problem.
Many Christians, like Erwin
Damson who smuggled Bibles
into the country, or Dietmar
Linke, a prominent critic of the
regime remained faithful to their
calling, but a surprising number
collaborated with the regime, as
demonstrated in a new book
called God’s Spies by Elisabeth
Braw.

Braw shows us how, over
forty years pastors, Theology
lecturers and others played on
the innate faith of Christians to
find out their secrets,
undermine their work and
hinder the growth of the
Kingdom.

Perhaps the most poignant
part for us in the West is the
role played by the Church
Department in frustrating the
work of those Christians trying
to get literature behind the Iron
Curtain. If you were a Christian
in the 1980’s you’ll remember
praying for pastors in the Soviet
Union, Poland, Czechoslovakia
and of course, East Germany.
You’'ll have heard stories of
missionaries risking arrest to
deliver Bibles and Christian
books to the East, and of
people working within the
regime who were risking their
lives for the sake of the Gospel.
Perhaps you prayed for
Operation Mobilisation, Open
Doors or Licht Im Osten.

Well, those groups had links
to the East, and in the 1970’s
and 80’s found pastors who
were willing to work with them
to disseminate Christian
literature all over Eastern
Europe and even into Russia
itself. These men were
wonderful preachers, great
prayers and charismatic
individuals with streaks of
bravery running through them.

But they were also spies
working with the Church
Department. Men like Gerd
Bambowsky, an East German
Lutheran pastor who joined the
Stasiin 1962 and was awarded
the Battle Order for Merits to
the Fatherland. Or Alexander
Radner who worked as a
Theology lecturer in East
Germany before moving on to
pastor in Sweden; he spent a
quarter of a century spying for

the DDR betraying the students
he taught. Or Manfred Stolpe,
the top layman in the Berlin-
Brandenburgian Diocese who
helped not just the Stasi but
also the East German
government.

“No one knows exactly how
many bibles and other Christian
books were diverted by
Bambowsky; according to some
calculations the number
reached several hundred
thousand. At any rate the
number of Bibles dispatched to
the Soviet Union didn’t match
the number that was eventually
delivered, and the Bible’s
stored with the Stasi in Berlin
didn’t make up for the
difference. Large numbers of
books had clearly been
destroyed — books that had
been painstakingly paid for by
faithful Christians.”

If lockdown is teaching us
anything it is that the world can
change incredibly quickly and
that we are not immune to the
problems others regularly face.
Our world, the one we inhabit
has changed and may change
again. How we behave now is
an indication of how we will
behave in the future.

In East Germany, some
Christians gave up all kinds of
opportunities in this world for
the sake of the Gospel. Others

did not. They gave up their
integrity, deceived their friends
and sometimes had those they
trusted put into prison or worse,
because they wanted money,
success, or because they
believed in the Communist
system.

One small joy: at the end of it
all, Joachim Wiegend, the Head
of the Department that targeted
the Church was sorting through
his offices. He found in one
room 30,000 bibles that were
destined for Russia before they
were intercepted. What to do
with them? “I thought of
throwing them away but it
seemed wrong”. So this atheist
spymaster who had done so
much to cripple the Church,
sent them to the persecuted
Christians of Russia! God, in
his own time and in his own
way will see His work done!

Revd Jonathan Hodgins is
isolating at home in Mancot
from where he is conducting an
on-line ministry on Sundays
which can be accessed by
going to Mancot Church on
Facebook, or by searching for
‘Deeside Pastorate’ on
YouTube, or alternatively by
typing the following phrase into
your web browser:
shorturl.at/f/EFGX

Due to the present ban on
holding meetings, the
planned Induction of Revd
Jonathan Hodgins at City
Road church as Chaplain
for the stretch of the
Shropshire Union Canal
that runs through Chester,
had to be abandoned and
replaced by a briefer on-
line Zoom service on
Sunday, 19th April. The
changed circumstances
resulted in almost thirty
colleagues and friends
from around the country
participating in the
occasion in which Lead
Chaplain, Barbara Davis
welcomed Jonathan to
the role which he has
been undertaking until
now in a probationary

Induction of Revd
Jonathan Hodgins to the
Waterways Chaplaincy

capacity. Any Church or group of Churches are invited to
consider ‘adopting’ an area of the waterways, thereby taking
faith onto the towpath. A call to 01727 818144 will be an initial
step to receiving the relevant details.




Zoom, Zoom, Zoom

by Meirion Morris

| hope that some of you are
young enough to remember the
song that begins with the words
above. Going to the moon was
the aim of that journey, but in
recent weeks, Zoom has been a
vehicle for taking us across
Wales and beyond as a
Connexion. If you're not familiar
with the song, or Zoom, this is
the video-conferencing tool we
use to host all types of
committees, sub-committees
and even the Association
committee!

As you know, the Cardiff
office is now closed, with staff
working from their homes. In
that, we act much like the way
our churches operate, meeting
over the internet, over the
phone, discussing, caring and
praying, although not literally
face to face. But, in all of this,
and although there is a
significant change, the work is
progressing. The Lord has
shown us that there are
unexpected opportunities at this
time. For me, not least is the
way in which an increasing
number have ‘attended’ the
prayer meeting of our
congregation in Llandysul, have
‘been’ at the Sunday worship,
and served Jesus by finding

ways to love God and love
neighbours well during the last
weeks. For Isaiah, it is not the
scourging of the face, or the
wearing of sackcloth which is
pleasing to God, but rather,
‘sharing your bread with the
hungry ... clothing the naked ...
if you pour yourself out for the
hungry and satisfy the desire of
the afflicted, then shall your
light rise in the darkness and
your gloom be as the noonday.
For us, coming to love God
through the Lord Jesus is
bound to lead to loving

one’s neighbour well during
this time.

It is difficult for us at this time
to know what the long-term
impact of this period, and its
impact on families, or loved
ones. It is difficult to know
what effect it will have on our
churches and on our
Connexion. | am well aware
that there will be challenging
outcomes, and this period of
rapid change will inevitably
lead to a new landscape. As |
noted, that is happening to
some extent, and we will need
to work together to respond to
this change. As you know, our
ministers, ministry workers and
support staff are already

HOWAREWEGOINGTOGET ==
THROUGH CORONAVIRUS? - g

“I have a cunning plan, sir.”

“Zoonn, Zoonn, Zoon,, Zoon,
Zoon, Zoon, Zoom,
Zoon, Zoon, Zoon, Zoom,
Zoon, Zoon, Zoom.”

— iy bbEcOMIK/ COmeEdy,

actively responding. We are
especially indebted to them all
for all that they are doing. All in
all, | pray that we will not allow
this period to pass without
learning, and realising that
there are alternative ways to be
God’s people in our context,
whilst welcoming a new way of
being a Connexion, where
serving ourselves and our
procedures becomes secondary
to responding to, and serving
our communities in Jesus’
name.

Some years ago, | remember
the Revd Neil Kirkham as
Chaplain of the Assembly

taught us that the Chinese word
for crisis is a combination of two
words — danger and opportunity.
Covid-19 is a particularly
dangerous virus, but we give
thanks for the way so many in
the Connexion have recognised
its opportunities. Opportunity to
pick up the phone, volunteer,
and worship in different ways
together. | pray that none of this
will not be lost in the desire to
return to life as it was.

Revd Meirion Morris is the
General Secretary of the
Presbyterian Church of Wales.

CD.

chosen 150 of our best loved hymns, Ted
Clement Evans has been arranging for
various mixed voice choirs to record
them, in compilations of fifteen on each

To date, seven recordings have been
made, by well-known Welsh choirs. It is
possible to buy these CDs from the
website, www.coraucymru.com,

complete with a booklet containing the
words and music of each hymn, with
notes on the authors for added interest.

Each costs £14.99, but if buying more
than one a refund will be made. For
instance buying three or more would cost
£12 each. For example, a refund of £9
will be made if three are bought together,
£10 each if six or more are bought —
resulting in a refund of £35 if all 7 are bought. The eighth in the
series, Dyro Dangnefedd recorded by Cér Dre of Caernarfon is
not currently available as the printers are in lockdown!

Corau Cymru

In these uncertain times, some chapels are sending out sermons
to members of their congregations while some are choosing add
recordings of appropriate hymns to accompany them.

Over the last four years, having

The listing of this Hoff Emynau series can be seen in detail on
www.coraucymru.com. Gwyl y Pasg by Cér ABC is particularly
appropriate at this time.

Ted Clement-Evans was moved five years ago to make
recordings of the hymns that have been sung in our chapels for
two-hundred years — a heritage that is in danger of being
forgotten. Men and women singing in harmony to the

accompaniment of an organ. The choirs
ranging from C6r Ger y Ffin in North
Wales to Cér Godre’r Garth in Cardiff,
the latter accompanied by organist Huw
Tregelles Williams. The eighth, by Cér
Dre, is to be released shortly. Each CD
with its accompanying book, containing
the words and music and notes on their
inspired authors and composers, is
available at the click of a mouse for
£14.99.

Since he was a boy he has been
singing these hymns in Liverpool
chapels and for the compiler the four-
part singing is a reminder of Princes
Road Chapel where his great-
grandfather, grandfather, mother and
father and himself have worshipped and

sung since 1870. He was married there
in 1962. Today, Ted Clement Evans is a member of Bethel under
Dr D. Ben Rees’ pastoral care.
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LETTERS
to the Editor

From: Revd David Griffiths,
Old Walls, Gower

After several Thursday evening
shouts, whistles and banging of
pans etc. to show support for all
the staff of the NHS, | wondered
if we could get Christians and
churches to do something
similar sometime on a Sunday.
It could be similar to the
Thursday evenings, except by
standing in prayer outside one’s
front door and raising one arm
we could pray for the bereaved,
the sick, the NHS staff, the
Prime Minister and the leaders
of the Welsh Assembly
Government. A couple of verses
of a well-known hymn such as O
God our help in ages past could
be said or sung.

When people were outside
clapping on Thursday evenings
these past weeks, | felt it would
be good for Christians to show
they are praying for any caught

An In Memoriam
reminder of

SIR JOHN
HOUGHTON

Coming to the end of a daily
walk last Saturday, the Editor
passed a house in Ewloe
Green named Aberdovey that
was a reminder that Sir John
Houghton, the Welsh
atmospheric physicist and
elder at Aberdovey
Presbyterian church was
laid to rest there on Thursday,
23rd April.

It is hoped to publish an
obituary in the next issue.

Aa
‘;]

ABERDOVEY

up in the suffering, treatment
and care of everyone affected
by Coronavirus. It could be a
good opportunity for local
communities to see Christians
being supportive and praying for
those in need.

Yours truly.
From: Revd Neil Kirkham,
Llandudno

Inspired by Capt. Tom Moore |
have accepted the Tearfund
challenge to climb Mount

Kilimanjaro during the lockdown.

| plan to do it over three weeks
which means climbing our stairs
ninety-three times per day, a
total of 6,000m. | don’t expect to
raise £23 million, but it would be
good to support, through local
churches, those nations that do
not have an NHS and still have
to battle this virus, not to
mention the plague of locusts
which has devoured all the
crops in East Africa and the
regular raids by militant groups.

Would you please circulate
this around your contacts
please? I've set up a ‘Just
Giving’ site,
https://www.justgiving.com/
fundraising/neilstheclimb2020,
or supporters can send any
donations to me at The Manse,
26 St Mary’s Road, Llandudno,
LL30 2UB

Kind regards.

The Treasury’s
Covid-19 Heroes

We invite our on-line readers to nominate their
Coronavirus heroes.

To begin the series, we
nominate Miss Joyce
Dodd, an elder of City
Road, Chester who woke
about 5am one Saturday
morning recently to
discover an intruder had
entered her house that
overlooks the River Dee
at Saltney Ferry, about a
mile from the English
border. With great
presence of mind Joyce
told the intruder, ‘This is
my house, please leave it
by the way you came in.’
With that, the man turned
around and exited exactly
as requested and made
off into the breaking light
with his three friends. It
may be that some years
of working with jaguars in
Chester Zoo had stood
Joyce in good stead for
this unpleasant experience!
The small hours of the night can be unnerving, but Joyce’s
Christian faith reflects the words of the contemporary hymn-
writer, Timothy Dudley Smith whose paraphrase of Psalm 91
memorably contrasts fear with faith.

‘From fears and phantoms of the night,
From foes about my way,

| trust in Him,

| trust in Him

by darkness as by day.’

Not quite a

photo competition

(where readers are invited to submit a photo of
a local scene or subject that they’ve
encountered on their daily walk from home).

Miss Cathy Jenkins, an elder at Burry Green took
this photo of Arthur Stone, Gower over Easter
when she passed near the neolithic burial site that
is located above Old Walls CM Church during her
daily walk with her sister, Eleanor and their
Labrador. The name is associated with King
Arthur who is reputed to have thrown the large
stone from as far away as Llanelli. Those who
know where to look will pinpoint Ebenezer CM
Chapel, Old Walls in the picture. The church was
established by William Griffiths (the Apostle of
Gower) in 1823. It was here that the late Principal
Ifor Enoch was preaching on the morning that war
was declared on 3rd September 1939. In normal
times a Good Friday service and lunch in aid of
Tear Fund would have taken place.
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The Presbyterian Church of Wales

is offering Sunday Services over the phone.
Call 02920 101 564 and choose the English
or Welsh option. Readers will find a variety

of You Tube and other on-line services and

messages at www.ebcpcw.org.cymru

An interesting account of the Connexion’s
telephone ministry was reported by Hope
Together on their website
www.hopetogether.org.uk

Penrhyn Bay are broadcasting a Service
each Sunday at 11am and 6pm on their
website. These are from their archives. Also
there is Gospel music around the clock,
penrhynbaypresbyterian.org.uk

For those endeavouring to create a
more professional style in their
broadcasts on Facebook and Zoom,

Ebenezer, Haverfordwest are amongst the several newspaper articles we
worshipping on Sundays as individuals, have read some helpful advice can be
couples and families via You Tube (see gleaned from ‘Lights Camera... Action!
church website ebenezerhaverfordwest.org  How to look good on Zoom’ by Charlie
for details. Gowans-Eglinton who shares her video-call

tips, including the suggestion that

- articipants should ask themselves
Tabernacle, Penclawdd are providing F\)NWY?—iD?’. See Daily Telegraph article,

a weekly Sunday morning service and 22nd Apri BI in BI Chest

. ! pril 2020 telegraph.co.uk for more ossom In Blacon, Lhester.
Wednesday Bible Study both of which are details. Photo Credit: Mrs Ann McGrath
available as recordings afterwards. (City Road)
Telephone: 01792 720588 and live on You  (If the acronym WWYHD was beyond you —
Tube. think, ‘What would your hairdresser do?’)

Thinking about the

MAY DEADLINE TO APPLY FOR return to church
CHURCH IMPROVEMENT FUNDS on Sundays

One respondent to this picture on a
Facebook post was worried about how
we'll translate the big online interest of
church into real life attendance - and that
Christians will be tempted to not attend
because they got used to waking up two
minutes before the service started and
attend in pj’s forgetting just how essential
our approach to the service and the
elements of each service are in affecting
our senses and moulding us into His
likeness.

The next deadline for ‘Gateway Grant’
applications for help with paying for
church improvements is 14 May.

The Gateway Grants scheme is open to
churches of all denominations and invites
applications for sums between £3,000 and
£10,000 for a wide range of improvements.

These include help towards paying for:

* Investigative work to support churches
preparing for major projects

» Essential maintenance and repair projects

+ Support for organisational development No
grant can exceed more than 50 per cent of
the project cost.

I'm glad we are able io attend to
church again. but | do miss being
able to fast forward & mute

Gateway Grants is now run by the National Churches Trust, using funds from the
Wolfson Foundation. Until recently it was administered by the Church of England’s
Cathedral and Church Buildings Division. The scheme has been running for several
years and last year alone gave £1.3 million towards the nation’s church projects.

The 14 May application deadline is for decisions due to be made in July. A further
deadline of 10 September has been set for a further tranche of funds. Decisions for
this will be made in November.

More information is available via this link.

Address:

The National Churches Trust, 7 Tufton Street. London SW1P 3QB
Telephone: +44 (0)207 222 0605 Fax: +44 (0)207 796 2442
Email: info@nationalchurchestrust.org
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