


ver the last few

months most of us

have been getting
used to new technology.
Phrases like ‘download
WhatsApp’, 'what’s the
code?’, and of course
‘vou’ve got it on mute!’
were commonplace in the
opening weeks of
Lockdown leaving lots of
bamboozled. Six months
on though even the most
silver surfer feels more
confident with technology,
being able to FaceTime
their niece or set up a
conference call on Teams
with aplomb.

As you know by now
Lockdown has affected
The Treasury too. There

won’t be a printed copy of
The Treasury for some
months to come so most
people will be reading the
magazine on their
screens. With this in mind
we’re trialling this more
‘screen-friendly’ format.
You can download it to
your computer, tablet or
phone in the same way as
before and the content
will be just the same as in
the traditional issue but
hopefully you will find it
easier to read particularly
on a mobile device.

Do let us know how you
get on with this new
format, what you like and
any ways we can make
improvements.
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LOCKDOWN AND SOCIAL
RESTRICTIONS HAVE TRANSFORMED
TRADITIONAL RETIREMENT
FAREWELLS

tis deeply regrettable
I that the current

restrictions prevented
churches from holding the
type of farewell that would
have been held in more

normal times to mark their
minister’s retirement,

especially after long service.

In an attempt to add to the
inevitable rather muted

celebrations ‘the Treasury’ is
including an extended
appreciation of Neil and Pam
Kirkham’s ministry of
twenty-eight years at
Gloddaeth, Llandudno and
Penrhyn Bay. The couple have
now left the Manse in St
Mary’s Road to live in Colwyn
Bay.



As Dave Jewell of
Gloddaeth observed,
“It’s a great shame
that Neil’s faithful
service to the PCW
ended with more of a
‘whimper’ than a
‘bang’. On the positive
side, we are still
; a*w: \w}: . C*ff:e S planning, as a church,
Lol For Leing you = g to have a terrific social
B8  c\cning together with
Neil and Pam but it
seems almost
inevitable that this will
Elaine Harrison (Gloddaeth) have to be deferred
until sometime next year as a result of the current social-
distancing restrictions. The church website includes an
interview with both Neil and Pam which readers may
wish to view at https://gloddaeth.com/people/neil-
kirkham
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Three of Neil and Pam’s friends have added their tributes to
the expressions of good wishes and thanks that many
expressed on 28th June.

henever Neil took our services his ministry was

appreciated. His sermons were always Bible based and

laced with helpful illustrations and a good deal of
humour. If anybody was hospitalised or ill at home he was very
good at visiting and to the bereaved he brought comfort and
consolation. He chaired our Elders’ meetings with grace and
humour while at the same time keeping us on the agenda.’

still remember the first time | met Neil Kirkham. | had just

completed a degree in theology in Scotland and had

started my journey into ministry into the Church of
Scotland. However, along with my wife, we had felt the desire
to come back to our homeland. | sent off a quick email to Revd
Neil Kirkham. A few weeks later | travelled to North Wales to
meet him to discuss ministry in the PCW. Not known for
keeping conversations going, | remember how at ease and
relaxed | felt, drinking coffee and chatting with someone | had
never met before.

That first meeting sums up Neil for me. He is just such a nice
person. He has that wonderful knack at putting people at ease;
making them feel relaxed in his presence. He shows genuine
love, interest and concern for others. In Biblical language he
exudes the fruit of the Spirit: Love, Joy, Peace, Patience,
Kindness, Goodness, Faithfulness, Gentleness and Self-
control. One precious quality many disillusioned Christians
seek from the church today is authenticity. It quickly became
clear to me in my time in the church in Llandudno that Neil
could very well be described as an authentic Jesus follower.



Gloddaeth United Church in Llandudno will no doubt miss
Neil. He has achieved what could be described as a ‘quiet
revolution’ in the years of his ministry there and will leave a
church of great facilities, healthy numbers, a generous
spirit and with a good measure of spiritual vitality. These
qualities stand as a testimony to his very hard work there.

Yet Neil was not just a local church man. He was a
Presbyterian. Neil remained loyal to the Connexion; to the
unity of Spirit in the bond of peace. His priority for mission
and for what he saw as key to the life and future of the
church, discipleship, shone through and will continue to
bless the Church.

Now no thoughts on Neil would be complete without
mention of his ‘right-hand lady’. Well, actually, that is
probably not a good description of Pam’s role. She was
very much her own lady and very much involved in her own
ministry in the church and the town. She headed a shop
named Kingdom Krafts, a place that brought together
Christian learning (books), Christian justice (Fairtrade



Products) and Christian refreshment (Café); a wonderful
witness to the good news of the Kingdom of Jesus Christ.
She was also at the heart of Sunday worship and led it with
such grace, meaningfulness and sensitivity. Gloddaeth and
the wider Christian community in Llandudno will also miss
her greatly.

Long after | had left Gloddaeth and began my ministry in
Pembrokeshire, | travelled to a meeting of the Ecumenical
Department in Aberystwyth. Neil was also present. In the
first break, a fellow member of the committee engaged Neil
and myself in conversation. It was one of those
conversations that seem a little odd but then usually in one
statement everything becomes clear. The statement in this
case was the admission of our fellow committee member:
“Oh! Sorry ! | thought that you were father and son!” |
thought to myself, “Yes, the surname is close but not quite
the same!” The surname “Kirkham” and Neil and Pam’s
ministries associated with it will be long remembered in
Gloddaeth Church and the surrounding Christian
community. May God richly bless them in their retirement.



‘Pick a card, any card’ Neil and Adrian at
Trefeca. many years ago

armest

greetings to

my colleague
in ministry, life-long
friend, best man,
husband to my sister-in-
law Pam, and all round
solid bloke Neil
Kirkham, on his
retirement.

Somebody once told me,
“Old Presbyterians never
die, they just fade away.”
I've no idea exactly what
that means, but one of
my favourite images in
Western movies is when

the hero rides off into the sunset with his best gal by his side.

We may be in paid-ministry for a season, but we serve Christ for
life. Neil and Pam, I'm sure there are many, many great
adventures yet to come, both in this life and the next. Every

blessing.’

Revd Adrian and Yvonne Pratt



LIVES
REMEMBERED

REVD GWILYM ROBERTS
BA, BD (Caergwrle)

By Peter Milsom

evd Gwilym Roberts, a faithful Minister of the Gospel,
R went to be with the Lord on 22nd August 2020.

Born in 1927, Gwilym was born and brought up in Mold.
His family attended the Presbyterian Church of Wales in the town

and, at the age of 14, he was received into membership, but he
knew he was not truly converted.

In 1945, at the age of 18, he was called up for National Service
and spent three years in the RAF. During his first year in the RAF
he was friendly with two young men whom he knew were
believers and was impressed by their clear faith and faithful
Christian life. In 1947 Gwilym heard the Gospel at an evangelistic
mission in Mold at which the evangelist David Shepherd
(Gorseinon) preached. He was convicted by the ministry but did
not then receive the Lord as his Saviour, although Mabel, his wife
to be, did.



Following that mission, the Mold Christian Youth Fellowship was
formed. One Sunday evening, when some members of the Youth
Fellowship were on a walk in the Clwydian hills, a young member
of the fellowship led Gwilym to the Lord. Soon after his
conversion he began to be invited to preach in local chapels and
before long felt a call to be a Minister of the Gospel, which the
Presbyterian Church of Wales tested and confirmed.

Gwilym pursued an initial degree at Aberystwyth University,
followed by a post-graduate degree in theology. When he was
studying at the United Theological College, he was used of the
Lord in the conversion of a fellow ministerial candidate whose
future ministry was greatly blessed by the Lord. While at
Aberystwyth, Gwilym was actively involved in the Christian Union
and, when he completed his theology degree, he was invited to
become the first full-time Inter Varsity Fellowship Travelling
Secretary in Wales.

After two years with the IVF, Gwilym accepted a call to Penuel
and Salem, Tredegar. Later he accepted calls to Holywell in 1958
and later in 1966 to Caergwrle. For many years, he wrote a regular
column in the Evangelical

Magazine under the title

Add to your faith.

In the early 1970’s Gwilym

became deeply concerned

about the spiritual state of the Presbyterian Church of Wales
where fundamental Biblical truths were being denied and un-
Biblical ecumenism was increasingly being pursued. In early 1972
he resigned as a minister of the Presbyterian Church of Wales
and, together with about twelve members of his former pastorate,



established Caergwrle Evangelical Church, serving as pastor until
his retirement in 1995.

It was a courageous step of faith when Gwilym and Mabel and their
five children, one as young as eight, left the manse and looked to
the Lord for their financial

support as Gwilym began this

new ministry to a small group

of believers in a community of

less than 1,500 people. An

elder who made a visit to

Gwilym on behalf of the Presbytery when he resigned was so
impressed by the genuineness of Gwilym’s Biblical convictions and
trust in the Lord made a deep impression on him and he later came
to know the Lord himself. The Lord wonderfully provided for
Gwilym, Mabel and family and they were able to purchase a new
home and to continue in full-time ministry.

Gwilym was one of five ministers in Clwyd who resigned their
ministries in the Presbyterian Church of Wales between 1971 and
1975 and formed new evangelical churches. They became known
as ‘The Clwyd Five’ and some of these, including Gwilym, were
instrumental in the formation of the Associating Evangelical
Churches of Wales, which is now a fellowship of sixty evangelical
churches and is an expression of Biblical ecumenism.

A few weeks before he died, Gwilym saw his consultant who told
him he could give him no more treatment. Gwilym realised how
difficult it was for any doctor to give someone that kind of news.
So, he thanked the consultant for all he and his staff had done in
treating him and said, “I’ve been a Christian for many years, and |
believe that the next life is better than this life.”



REVD ELFED ap NEFYDD ROBERTS, M.A., D.D.

By John Tudno Williams

everend Elfed ap Nefydd Roberts, a former
R Principal of the United Theological College,

Aberystwyth, and Past Moderator of the General
Assembly (1991-1992) and the Association in the North,

died in his home in Abergele on 12th August at the age
of 84.

He was brought up in Rhuddlan and on leaving school he
entered the University College of North Wales, Bangor,
to study History. He then moved on to Westminster
College, Cambridge, where he graduated with a degree
in Theology. He was ordained in 1960 to take charge of
the English Presbyterian Church in Llanelli together with
a local Welsh church, from which his first wife, Dilys
Gough, who predeceased him, came. There followed a
call to Twr- Gwyn Chapel, Bangor, and then in 1980 he
was appointed Principal of the United Theological
College and Tutor in charge of the Pastoralia Course, as



successor to Professor Harri Williams. In 1997 he
returned to the pastoral ministry on receiving a call from
Capel y Groes, Wrexham. He retired from full-time
charge in 2004, but continued to offer pastoral
oversight to Capel y Berthen, Licswm, Flintshire for
some years.

He was awarded an honorary degree of Doctor of
Divinity by the University of Wales in 2000 for his
services to religion in Wales, and his alma mater in
Bangor made him an honorary fellow in 2008.

His contribution to the Connexion and indeed to the
religious life of Wales, may be summarised under three
headings:

(i) Preaching. He was above all else a preacher who was
invited to pulpits throughout the land and was equally
eloquent in both Welsh and English. His message was
always marked by a clarity which could be easily
comprehended, and it was at all times a contemporary
message. He was also a popular broadcaster once again
able to convey his message succinctly and appositely in
slots such as the Welsh equivalent of ‘Thought for the

J

Day’.

(ii) Educator. He had the ability to convey learning
together with wise and useful advice to generations of
his students. He was a sociable person and possessed a
keen sense of humour which greatly eased his
interaction with those under his tutelage. During his
term as Principal he devoted a great deal of his time and
energies to carrying out of plans to adapt the College
building to the modern demands of health and safety.



(iii) Author. He was a prolific writer, especially in Welsh,
and devoted a huge amount of his time in retirement to
this work: indeed he was submitting articles to the
Welsh weekly paper, Y

Goleuad, right up to the end

of his life. During the last

ten years he wrote seven

commentaries on New

Testament themes, such as

the teaching of Jesus and

the major characters who

followed him, for the adult

Sunday School classes in

the Welsh churches. His special interest throughout his
life was in worship and the spiritual life. As a result he
published or edited a number of volumes of prayers and
of devotional services in Welsh. They were the fruit of
wide reading and research into many traditions and
periods of Church history.

We extend our sincere sympathy to Eiddwen, his wife,
who devoted much care to him in his final years, and his
children, Jonathan Nefydd and Elen Mai, who have
clearly inherited his acting abilities and interest in
drama.

Elfed Ap Nefydd Roberts, Preacher, Educator and Author,
born 1927, died 12th August 2020.



ST THOMAS'S PRES

stthomas-denbigh.co.uk

e found

ourselves in

Denbigh
last Tuesday
afternoon as the
temperature rose like
a second summer to
79°F.

According to Tripadvisor the Lombardic-style St
Thomas’ English Presbyterian Church is amongst the
top twenty-six attractions of the town. Located on
the main thoroughfare into the town the church is
well kept, and its mission and ministry easily
understood from the well signed notice board. An
added feature is the row of multi coloured begonias
that a couple of members have planted to cheer
passers by.

As the Bishop of London and the Archbishop of
Canterbury observed in the Daily Telegraph last
week, it is local churches, community groups and
volunteers who have been at the heart of organising
and implementing action in their own immediate
communities, responding to the difficulties that
Covid-19 has created. How comforting for the
residents of Denbigh to know that their local church
on Vale Street is praying for everyone — as always.



