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Zechariah and baby John
Story and activities to do at home
while we are unable to meet.
Don’t worry if you don’t do everything in here.
Just do what you fancy and have fun!

This pack has been prepared by:
Andy Hughes - Urban Saints Wales, Susan Williams - Cynllun EFE and Capel Caersalem, Caernarfon,
Nia Williams - Capel y Drindod Pwllheli, Jennifer Roberts - Eglwys Unedig Jerwsalem Bethesda
with help, ideas and resources from Mair Roberts, Gwyn Rhydderch, Jo Palmer, Rachel Hughes,
and Greg Leavers
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New Living Translation

Story

When Herod was king of Judea, there was a Jewish priest named Zechariah. He was a member of the priestly
order of Abijah, and his wife, Elizabeth, was also from the priestly line of Aaron. Zechariah and Elizabeth were
righteous in God’s eyes, careful to obey all of the Lord’s
commandments and regulations. They had no children because
Elizabeth was unable to conceive, and they were both very old.
One day Zechariah was serving God in the Temple, for his order was
on duty that week. As was the custom of the priests, he was chosen
by lot to enter the sanctuary of the Lord and burn incense. While the
incense was being burned, a great crowd stood outside, praying.
While Zechariah was in the sanctuary, an angel of the Lord appeared
to him, standing to the right of the incense altar. Zechariah was
shaken and overwhelmed with fear when he saw him. But the angel
said, “Don’t be afraid, Zechariah! God has heard your prayer. Your wife, Elizabeth, will give you a son, and you
are to name him John. You will have great joy and gladness, and many will rejoice at his birth, for he will be
great in the eyes of the Lord. He must never touch wine or other alcoholic drinks. He will be filled with the Holy
Spirit, even before his birth. And he will turn many Israelites to the Lord their God. He will be a man with the
spirit and power of Elijah. He will prepare the people for the coming of the Lord. He will turn the hearts of the
fathers to their children, and he will cause those who are rebellious to accept the wisdom of the godly.”
Zechariah said to the angel, “How can I be sure this will happen? I’m an old man now, and my wife is also well
along in years.” Then the angel said, “I am Gabriel! I stand in the very presence of God. It was he who sent
me to bring you this good news! But now, since you didn’t believe what I said, you will be silent and unable to
speak until the child is born. For my words will certainly be fulfilled at the proper time.”
Meanwhile, the people were waiting for Zechariah to come out of the sanctuary, wondering why he was taking
so long. When he finally did come out, he couldn’t speak to them. Then they realized from his gestures and his
silence that he must have seen a vision in the sanctuary. When Zechariah’s week of service in the Temple was
over, he returned home. Soon afterward his wife, Elizabeth, became pregnant and went into seclusion for five
months. “How kind the Lord is!” she exclaimed. “He has taken away my disgrace of having no children.”
Luke 1:5-25
Taken from the Holy Bible, New Living Translation © 1996,2004.
Used by permission of Tynedale House Publishers Inc., Carol Stream, Illinois 60166. All rights reserved.

Simple version
When Herod was king there was a priest called Zechariah. Zechariah and his wife Elizabeth were good people.
They were old and Elizabeth could not have children.
One day while Zechariah was working in the temple an angel appeared in front of him. Zechariah had a fright.
The angel told him, “don’t be afraid Zechariah, God has listened to your prayers. You and Elizabeth will have
a child - name him John. He will become a good man and will be an
important servant to God”. Zechariah did not believe the angel.
The angel told Zechariah “God sent me to bring you this good news,
as you have not believed you will not be to speak until the child is
born.”
When Zechariah left the temple, he could not speak.
Zechariah went home and soon found out that Elizabeth was
pregnant. They were incredibly happy and blessed.

Questions to discuss:
After reading the story together, you could discuss these questions as a family:
1. What is the best surprise you've had?
2. What would you do if an angel came to talk to you?
3. Why do you think God chose Zechariah and his wife?
4. Why do you think an angel came to tell Zechariah that his wife would
have a baby?

Story to colour

Short prayer
Dear God, you are so amazing!
Thank You that you have special plans.
Thank you You have a special plan for my life.
Amen.

Challenges
Big picture
Make a mural on the floor of the angel
talking to Zechariah using different
materials.

Time a minute
One player is the leader who has a watch, clock or phone. The other
players close their eyes and sit down. When the leader says 'go' the
players must count (silently) and stand up when they think a minute has
passed. The closest to a minute is the winner.

Create a code
How about creating a code for you and your friend to use to send
messages to each other. You could use numbers for letters of the
alphabet, like this: a = 1, b = 2, c = 3

Be quiet!
Do you find it easy to be quiet?
When do you not speak? When do you have to be quiet?
Why not ask people to sponsor you to be silent for 3 hours
and send in the money to support the special care baby
unit at your local hospital?
Picture: Sharon McCutcheon - unsplash.com

Puzzles

What did Zechariah do?

Read each question and select the words that make the sentence correct. Circle the letter that
goes with the correct answer. When you’ve finished, write the letters in the spaces at the bottom to
find out what Zechariah did.
1. Zechariah’s wife was called ... Mary
O
... Elizabeth P
2. Zechariah’s job was ... priest
R
... shepherd
H
3. Zechariah was chosen to do a special job in ... the temple
... the market
4. Zechariah saw ... flames
T
... an angel
I
5. Zechariah has a message from … God S
... his wife F
6. Zechariah and Elizabeth had a baby ... girl K
... boy E

A
I

?

The first thing Zechariah did with his voice was to _ _ _ _ _ _ God

Can you find what the angel said in the story?

Someone has mixed up the letters of each
word. Can you put them in the right order
to find the verse?

The _ _ _ _ _ said to Zechariah:

“tinghoN si pomsilibes

“Don’t be _ _ _ _ _ _ Zechariah; God has

thiw oGd” ekuL 1:37

heard your _ _ _ _ _ . Elizabeth your _ _ _ _

Names
will have a _ _ _ _ _ - your son!

Name him _ _ _ _ , and he will make you

very _ _ _ _ _ . Lots and lots of

other _ _ _ _ _ _ will also rejoice that he is

_ _ _ _ .”

Can you find the name of Zechariah’s son in
the grid below?
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Creative prayer
Prayer jar
You will need:
● A clean jar
● Colourful pieces of ribbon, wool or paper
● Wooden lollipop sticks
● Felt pin
What to do:
● Cover the jar with the coloured ribbon or paper.
● Write different things to pray for on the lollipop
sticks like these.
● Why not pray for a little baby you know?
● Choose one lollipop stick and pray for what's on
the stick.
● Ask family members to join you.

Senses
The angel spoke to Zechariah. God had heard his prayer. God heard and saw Zechariah
but Zechariah did not believe the angel's words. Zechariah could not speak until what the
angel had said came true and the baby was born.
Have you watched and listened to what God is
wanting to tell you today?
Sit quietly for a minute and listen.
What can you hear? Birds singing? Children playing? The TV?
What is God telling you at this moment?

Video of the story
https://youtu.be/yFhjgiAAokM

Video of song of the week
https://youtu.be/g5jUZRgFo2M
Cartoon of the story
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hJXrSRxSX-Y

Links

Wordsearch

Angels Cakes!
Ingredients:
● 125g / 4oz of butter
● 125g / 4oz caster sugar
● 2 beaten eggs
● 125g / 4oz of self raising flour
● Vanilla essence
● Paper cake cases

Recipe

Method:
● Make sure all ingredients have reached room temperature.
● Whisk together the sugar and butter until the mixture is white, light
and smooth - not runny.
● Sieve dry ingredients and mix together.
● Beat the eggs and add them gradually - add a little flour if the
mixture looks like it is going to curdle.
● Add some vanilla essence.
● Spoon some of the mixture into the paper cases.
● Bake the cakes in the oven for 15 - 20 minutes. Oven temperature 375 degrees F or
190 degrees C or Gas mark 5.
● The cakes must be allowed to cool once they come out of the oven.
● Carefully cut the top off each small cake in the circular shape and cut these circles
in half to make wings.
● Prepare butter icing and place on top of the mini cake then lay the 'wings' in the
icing and decorate with silver, sugar balls.

Guess the word
You will need:
● Pencil and paper
● Words of verse on papers - from the template
● 3 or more players

Games
Nothing is
impossible
with God

How to play:
● One player chooses a part of the verse (from the table).
● He puts a line for each letter on clean paper.
Like this for the first word, "Nothing" _ _ _ _ _ _ _
● The other players take turns to guess a letter.
● If they guess a letter correctly, the player with the paper puts the letter in the right place.
Like this: _ _ _ h _ _ _
● If they guess wrong, then the player with the paper begins to draw one piece
of the person praying in stages (one stage for each wrong letter).
● The next player now has a turn to guess a letter.
● The players try to guess what the word or words are before the person with
the paper finishes the picture of the person praying.
● The round ends when the word or words have been guessed, or when the
picture of the person praying is finished.
● Then the next round starts with the next word or words from the table.

“Charades”
You will need:
● Words from the story at the beginning of this pack e.g. angel, temple, baby, fear
● Three or more players
How to play:
The first player chooses a word from the story then mimes it for the other players to try to guess what
the word is. The first to guess correctly will have a turn to mime next.

Sing

God has got a plan - a very clever plan
God has got a plan - a very clever plan
Zechariah was by himself in the temple’s Holy Place
An angel suddenly appeared, they stood there face to face.
The Angel said ‘Now do not fear, God’s giving you a son;
He has heard your prayers, but there’s one thing
You must call the baby, ‘John’.

Everything then happened just as the angel said;
the little babe was born, and the good news quickly spread
What are you going to call him? What’s going to be his name?
His dad is Zechariah, won’t your son be called the same?

Zechariah wasn’t sure how this could all be true;
“My wife is getting on a bit, I’m nearly past it too!”
When the angel spoke again he clearly wasn’t pleased
“I’m very disappointed that my words you don’t believe;

Elizabeth, his mum, said ‘John’; the people thought ‘That’s sad.’
They really weren’t impressed with ‘John’ so went to ask his Dad
When Zechariah quickly wrote that ‘John’ would be his name,
Straight away, just like that, his voice came back again.

Zechariah, you are silenced ’til the babe is born,
You won't speak another word until you name him ‘John’”
Sure enough he couldn’t speak, voice totally had gone
He had to make up signs to speak, (there was no Makaton)

The first thing Zechariah did was give God all the praise;
“God has kept his promises, how awesome are His ways.
For you, my son, you’re chosen. to speak what God would say
And for His promised Saviour You will prepare the way.
God has got a plan - a very clever plan
God has got a plan - a very clever plan
© 2020 Greg Leavers

Watch this song and sing along at https://youtu.be/g5jUZRgFo2M
If you’d like a copy of the sheet music, contact Andy Hughes - ahughes@saintygymuned.org

