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Outdoor Events Are Back

After eighteen months in which chapel social events have been
in abeyance or forbidden, the annual Strawberry Tea that is
normally held at the home of Mo Roberts and Angie
Bebbington in Mold was able to take place once again on
Saturday, 3rd July. Heavy rainfall earlier in the day raised a
fresh question over the 2021 occasion, but bright sun and blue
skies were a harbinger of good things by early afternoon.
Intended primarily as an opportunity for members to get
together, donations reached £120 by the end of the happy

That Dress!

There are some events like the
wedding of Princess Diana and
the distressing car crash of 31st
August 1997 that stick in the
memory. We all probably
remember where we were when
we watched the wedding on
29th July 1981, and almost
certainly the moment, and what
we were doing, when we heard
the stunning news of her death.

Detail of the Wedding Dress
An exhibition at Kensington
Palace, Royal Style in the
making, that includes Diana’s
iconic wedding dress has been
running since 3rd June. | was in
London recently and able to
view it just a few days before
the unveiling of the statue in the
Sunken Garden to mark Diana’s
60th birthday by the Royal
Princes, William and Harry.

| was telling telling my
colleague, Joanna Thomas-
Wright about seeing the dress
when she responded by
recalling some of her own
memories of the late
Princess.

Too shy to kiss Diana

‘My Dad took me to London a
few days before the wedding in
the summer of 1981, and |
remember spending my pocket
money on everything that had
her face on it! Then when
Charles and Diana did their tour
of Wales shortly after they got
married, Dad took me to the
Guildhall in Carmarthen with a
bunch of pink carnations to give
her. Unfortunately, it was the
Prince that came down our side,
so Dad put me over the barrier
and told me to run across to the
side where Diana was walking. |
got to her just before the
bodyguards got hold of me, and
| pulled the back of her coat,
and gave her my flowers. She
was lovely, and asked me for a
kiss, but | was so shy that |
declined. | must be the only
person in the world to have
done so!

Sixteen years later Jonathan
and | were in Paris at the time of
the accident and | remember
spending the day looking for a

flower shop that sold pink
carnations for me to leave at the
Pont de I'’Alma.’

Pushing through the crowd

Joanna’s reminiscences
reminded me of another
crowded scene, described by
three of the Gospel writers in
Matthew 9, Mark 5 and Luke 11.
Their stories describe a sick
woman breaking through a
cordon of people too.

They were surrounding the Lord
Jesus Christ, but she was
determined to reach the
Saviour to touch the edge of His
cloak because she was
confident that He could heal her.
And so it turned out to be! Jesus
even turned and seeing her,
called her daughter, and
commended her faith in His
power to do what countless
other doctors had found
impossible, even though she’d
spent all her money in the
attempt.
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Hope in death and despair

People still mourn the tragic
death of the People’s Princess
and mark the anniversary of her
death by laying flowers at the
gates of the Palace that was her
home. Her early death is a
reminder of the brevity of life,
that even for the oldest of us is
swifter than a weaver’s shuttle.
As remarkably as Jesus
restored Jairus’ twelve year-old
daughter to life, He reminds us
of His unique power to
overcome the harsh reality of
death. To Martha, a grieving
sister He once said, ‘| am the
resurrection and the life. He
who believes in Me will live
even though he dies, and
whoever lives and believes in
Me will never die.’

His question to Martha is one
that Jesus asks each of us,

Do you believe this?

Revd lain B Hodgins is the
editor of ‘the Treasury’.



MY SUNDAY

The Revd. Gwyn Rhydderch

PCW - Head of Projects & Communications, 66, doting grandfather,
fervent patriot, keen gardener and a fanatical rugby follower!

7.30am My elbow was still hurting after falling out of bed in my sleep! E=

How did | manage that? - smiles at my complaining. 8.00am |
1 take my Bitesize Shreddies, Blueberries and Strawberries out to the back
garden to eat - still in my pyjamas! | marvel at the glorious views. Garn
Fadryn - a mere stone’s throw away - sits as proudly as a king surveying his land and in the
distance, Yr Eifl. People pay hundreds of pounds to stay on the LIyn Peninsula but | live here! |
If | say so myself, at this time of year,
it looks pretty impressive! 8.30am Coffee time. Nothing better than the first
cup of the day. | admit to being something of a coffee snob! | only drink
ground coffee, preferably Colombian. So never offer me instant! Please! |
read my Bible. I'm following Nicky Gumbel’s ‘Bible in a Year’. After finishing
the first five books of the Scriptures, | remind myself that | must look at the
Old Testament in light of the Lord Jesus: For the law was given by Moses, but

grace and truth came by Jesus Christ. (John 1:17). 12.30pm Lunch - ham and

cheese wrap with a few Nachos! 2pm Leisurely afternoon drive to the far
end of the LIyn Peninsula. We set up camp at Uwchmynydd - the futhermost
occupied point of the LIyn and mainland north west
Wales - with our flask of tea and some ‘picau ar y
maen’ (Welsh Cakes), which Angela has prepared.
The view of -Mn Mynydd Mawr, never
fails to thrill me! This is the nesting - place of my
clan. My monoglot Welsh - speaking ancestors lived
and died on this magical Island. Some were to move
to the mainland, settling in Uwchmynydd. My heart swells with pride when | think that |
owe my identity to the very soil, language and culture of this place! Then | see Bryn Canaid!
This cottage - as advertised by estate agents - is “... nested in an idyllic coastal location with
unsurpassed views of the Mythical Bardsey Island.” Asking price - £500,000! My heart sinks
and bleeds for the indigenous people who are forced from the area. The average wage of
the area is £16K. How can our local young people afford to buy a house here? | ask myself, ‘Do they not have a right
to live at home!’ Is this not the new ‘Clearances’, the new ‘Trail of Tears’, of the Cymry? | fear so, if the Welsh

Government does not act quickly! 6pm Supper! Roast chicken with summer salad and wedges, followed by a Llaeth

A RECENT PURCHASE

ZHIYUN CRANE 2§
| can now walk while filming!

y Llan yogurt. Lovely! 7pm Zoom Service led by Bryn & Nia Williams. Nia’s opening challenge tonight looks back at
first experiences in our lives. Bryn starts a series on the Seven Churches in the Book of Revelation. His message
tonight is focused on the Church in Ephesus. His message is challenging! Yet | hold this
against you: You have forsaken the love you had at first. Consider how far you have fallen!
Repent and do the things you did at first. If you do not repent, | will

come to you and remove your lampstand from its place. (Revelation | ¢ Ag%%gggUCT
2: 4 5) 9pm | enjoy the first two episodes of Mare of Easttown. The
in a small Pennsylvania town
investigating a local murder, as she tries to keep her life from falling
apart. | also enjoy ‘feel-good’ inspirational sports films and the occasional rom-com! | have

been known to shed a tear or two! 11.30pm Bed! Quick Richtea biscuit or two, before | go
upstairs! Don’t tell the ‘Mrs’! We listen to Our Daily Bread daily meditations. The message
tonight is based on Proverbs 14:1:“The wise woman builds her house, but with her own hands
the foolish one tears hers down.” The message is based on the life of Sojourner Truth, a freed
African American woman, who knows she cannot raise her children without God’s help. 12am

Goodnight! 12.10am “Gwyn, stop snoring!”

% 2

I've been using it for years!
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Simeon Jones,
Porthcawl

Few elders are blessed with
length of life to serve as an
elder for sixty-five years. By
God’s grace Simeon Jones was
enabled to do so. Elected in
1956 by the members at
Bethany, Port Talbot during the
ministry of the late Revd David
Williams, he was invited upon
moving to Porthcawl in 1963 to
become an elder at Arlington
Road when Revd Matthew
Thomas was minister. Sadly he
lived to see decline in the
membership of both churches,
the closure of Bethany and
fellow elders predeceasing him
(like AW C Webb (Porthcawl)
who served as a Finance Officer
at Ty John Roberts).

'Thou art the King of Glory O Christ' -

OBITUARIES

College after WW2 where he Malcolm Lewis,

studied Geography. Obtaining Gwasg y Bwthyn
employment as a school master

in Glan yr Afan, Port Talbot he
influenced many young people.
He was often recognised by
some of his pupils in later life

a window at Arlington Road

When we wrote an appreciation
of Malcolm Lewis, our page

setter last year at the time of his
being furloughed from work, we

who were keen to acknowledge
his kindness and understanding
of them.

Ever affable, he was a well
known figure in Porthcawl and in
the town’s wider church circles
where he was a part of the local
Cytan of which he served as
President for a period. He was
still attending the South West
Wales Presbytery before the
temporary cessation of its
meetings due to Covid.

Simeon who died on 11th
June is survived by his wife,
Connie and their two children,
Simeon and Catherine. Revd
Paul Morgan conducted his
funeral at Arlington Road,
Porthcawl on 5th July.

Born into a coal miner’s home
in the Rhondda, the family
moved into one of the terraced

streets of Port Talbot where he
lived alongside his brother,
leuan Gwynedd, who eventually
became Professor of Welsh
History at Aberystwyth. Simeon
entered the same University

could not have anticipated that

just over a year later we would
be writing his obituary.

Sadly, our skilled and ever
helpful colleague died
unexpectedly in Ysbwty
Gwynedd on Sunday, 13th
June, aged 69. His funeral took
place on 24th June at St.
Baglan Church, Llanfaglan with
Revd Marcus Robinson
officiating.

Born in Caernarfon, he
trained as a printer after leaving
school. He began working at
Gwasg Pantycelyn over forty
years ago when the Press was
located at the Printing Works in
St David’s Road and in days
when a minister acted as the
Superintendent. Throughout the
years as methods of publishing
changed, he worked first as a
Monotype operator, then
Linotype operator and finally as
a Mac operator/designer. When
others might have taken the
opportunity to retire when
Gwasg y Bwthyn relocated to an

industrial estate outside of the
town at Cibyn, Malcolm
continued to work until his
death. It was not as if he had no
other interests — he kept a
garden, cared for his family,
supported Wolves and enjoyed
watching rugby and football.
His colleagues at the
Gwasg y Bwthyn will miss his
genial company, but his wife,
Carys, daughter Claire and son,
Danial, son-in-law Robin, as
well as his grandchildren,
Griff, Ela, Jac and Mali will
miss him most. To them all the
editors and readers of the
Treasury extend their prayerful
sympathy.

The Appeal for Jowai and Shlllong Hospitals, India surpasses £60,000!

It is now over a month since the Covid-19 India
Appeal was launched. The aim was to raise £30,000
to enable two hospitals in the Khasi Hills in North
East India, namely Dr H. Gordon Roberts Hospital in
Shillong, and Norman Tunnel Hospital in Jowai, to
purchase equipment to treat the large numbers of
patients suffering from the infection.

Writing from her home in Caernarfon, Revd
Gwenda Richards who was responsible for drawing
attention to the need has written to say that ‘it is a
pleasure to inform you that we have long since
passed that financial goal, and as a Connexion we
have raised over £60,000 towards the work of the
hospitals. More importantly, the needed equipment
has arrived and is proving to be of great help to staff
and patients.’

The response to the Appeal has been remarkable
and the staff at the Office in Cardiff are to be
thanked for their consistent efforts to ensure the
success of the Appeal. Mr Gwynn Angell Jones’ has
been instrumental, with his close links to the
hospitals, in ensuring that everything has arrived
safely and in good time.

In conveying her heartfelt thanks, Gwenda
Richards did so recognising that our friends at both
hospitals have appreciated our concern and
practical support. However, she felt that the biggest
thank you is to everyone who has embraced the
Appeal and contributed so generously.

In the aftermath of the success of the Appeal,
Gwenda observed that ‘it is our hope to see the
prevention of the spread of the infection in India,
and we as a Church, will continue to pray for the
situation there.’

Even though the time has come to officially close
the Appeal, any churches that have not yet been
able to send in their contributions are assured that
all donations will be gratefully received, and will
enable more to be done to counter the spread of
Covid in both hospitals.

Any remaining donations should be earmarked
‘India Covid Appeal’ and sent as soon as possible
for the attention of Mr Andy Britton, Finance
Director, Presbyterian Church of Wales, 81 Heol
Merthyr, Caerdydd CF14 1DD
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THE GHURGHES

Northop Hall

Two of the regular congregation
at the chapel, Harry and Beryl
Bond celebrated their Diamond
Wedding anniversary on 2nd
July. Grateful for their own
blessings, and undaunted by
the interruption to other plans
they had made to celebrate their
sixtieth anniversary, Harry and
Beryl paid for the elderly of the
village to have an afternoon tea
prepared and delivered by the
team of chapel members who
normally run the Lunch Club. At
the Sunday service two days
later, Beryl made a brief speech
and referred to the many cards
and greetings they had
received, including a card from
HM Queen Elizabeth.

Argyle/Rhyddings,
Swansea

Revd Charles and Mrs Molly Chua

helped one of the elders, Jim

Lightbody to celebrate his birthday

recently. In another home visit
they shared the Lord’s Supper
with Mr Brian Bevan. With 94

years service between them to the

eldership, Brian Bevan and Jim
Lightbody surely deserve some
special attention. In 2021 Mr
Bevan will have served for fifty
years as an elder.

Photos — top: Jim Lightbody, bottom: Brian Bevan
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Ruthin

The members of the English Presbyterian church have been
meeting again since restrictions were lifted. To overcome the issue
of singing, the minister reads the words of each verse as it is
played to the seated congregation. As members and ministers
have discovered, the temptation to hum or break into song is often
difficult to overcome!

Ruthin English Church

If your church has
brightened a piece
of land with planting
a few flowers, or
provided a tub or
two of flowering
baskets or tubs
outside for passers
by to enjoy, send a
photo of your
display to the
Treasury. This
month’s photo is of
three part-time
gardeners, Samuel
and Christine
Hodgins and Diane
Harris at work in
one of Mancott
Chapel's
flowerbeds. The
tubs of flowers were
spotted outside

the English and
Welsh Presbyterian
Churches in Ruthin
during June.

Mancott Garden



PART FOUR
Last days

After giving up her shop [Fanny]
was for many years in a private
house — Brynafon, and she
spent her time seeing her
friends and the old saints of the
area. Also she went from place
to place visiting her children
who were married and spread
about.

In May 1877, she went to
Llandinam to comfort her son,
the Revd D. Lloyd Jones, MA,
who had newly lost his wife.
When she had been there for
about three months, she got an
inflammation of the lungs, and
after being in bed for a short
while, she died at the fair age of
72 years — twenty years after
her dear husband, i.e. 13
August 1877.

While in Llandinam, she was
quite calm and cheerful and yet,
one day she said she thought
she had come there to die. It
was as if she had received a
private message from the
spiritual world. Around five days
before her death, as spiritual as
ever, she related her experience
to the Revd Daniel Rowlands,
MA, Bangor. In the seiat
(fellowship meeting) that night,
the reverend gentleman came
to her and said, “Well, Mrs
Jones, bach, what is on your
mind tonight?” “Oh,” she said,
lifting up her hand, “l am very
glad, Mr Rowlands, that | have
such a God to trust in — the
same God | have here as | had
at home — a God whose
faithfulness | can trust in every
place. Blessed be His name for
ever! for ever!”

And she told her daughter
Fanny one day, “I came here,
my girl, because | am anxious
for you. Thomas told me you
were poorly, and | was afraid for
you to come home and leave
your brother in his trouble, and
his two little children in the care
of strangers, | will help you to
raise this dear little baby.” On
the last Sabbath of her life, she
said to her daughter Fanny,
“The time has come to an end.”
“What do you mean?” asked her
daughter. “Don’t you know that it
is twenty years since your father
died; yes, the twenty years are
up.” It is appropriate to mention
here the strange coincidence
relating to the twenty years.
When John Jones was
approaching death, he called
Fanny Jones to his bedside,
and naturally she was greatly
troubled, and seeing her, he

Celebrating a wonderful Welsh woman
— wife of a Prince of Preachers

FANNY JONES TALSARN (1805-77)
Virtuous Wife of Valiant Preacher

Extracts from Cofiant Mrs Fanny Jones, Gweddw y Diweddar
Barch. J. Jones, Talysarn by O. Llew. Owain of Talysarn.
Translated by Marian G. Clifford (née Edwards)

said, “Don’t break your heart,
my girl, you will come to heaven
to me.” “Oh,” she said, “What
breaks my heart is the fear that |
won'‘t be able to spend eternity
with you. | shan’t mind if my
Heavenly Father leaves me
behind for twenty years, as long
as | can come after you then,
John bach.” “Oh, you will, you
will,” he said, “don’t let the devil
pain you, Fanny bach.”

It is glorious to see God’s
saints sailing to their home from
the wilderness of this world —
turning their backs on the tears
and sighs, and facing endless
blessedness, leaving a world of
great afflictions and going to
eternal paradise, ending
mourning and beginning bliss.
Our subject when leaving this
world was like a noble vessel
going into the heavenly haven
from the stormy ocean of life;
and the virtues flowered so
beautifully in her life like white
banners on the vessel, waving
quietly under the gentle
touching breezes of the land
‘where the sky is always clear’
(‘lle mae’r wybren fyth yn glir’ —
from the hymn ‘Gwél uwchlaw
cymylau amser’/'See above the
clouds of time’ (Islwyn).).

When as if on the doorstep of
another world, she called her
daughter Fanny, and said to her,
“What do you think of your
mother’s faith?” “Oh,” she said,
“It is a true faith,” — and Mrs
Fanny Jones added, “l had
three rocks to rest on through
the night,” and raising up her
right hand she said, “here they
are — ‘and | give unto them
eternal life’, and the other,” she
said, lifting up her left hand,
“and they shall never be lost’,

and the third,” she said, while
beating her hand on her heart,
“none shall pluck them out of
my hand’ [Jn. 10:28] — Blessed
be God — Oh my dear Jesus.”
At this, David entered, and she
said to him again, “I was telling
your sister that | had three rocks
through the night,” and then she
began shouting —
for the unshakeable plan [of
salvation].” “What do you think
of your mother’s faith, David
bach?” “It is a splendid one,” he
said. At that time, Mr Davies,
Llandinam came in, and seeing
him, she raised her hand and
said, “Yes, Mr Davies, everyone
in these circumstances are on
the same level, aren’t they — ‘on
equality’, isn’'t it?” “They are,
Mrs Jones,” he replied, “but you
will soon be on higher ground
than 1.” On going down the
stairs, he said with tears running
down his cheeks, “Pray for the
Lord to take her to Himself, she
is too good for this world — yes,

“Glory for ever

too perfect indeed — let her go.”
Isn’tit a glorious death? — to die
with every certainty that ‘the
everlasting arms were under
her’, and her entrance abundant
into the glory of her Lord.

This is what the Revd D.
Lloyd Jones, MA said of her
death: “One night, the door of
my room was knocked and |
was told she was worse. | got
up and went to the room, and
going behind her, | lifted her up
to a sitting position by putting
my arms under her armpits; and
while | was holding her up, she
looked towards heaven, and her
immortal spirit flew to the
unseen world.”

By this time her industrious
and troublous life was over — a
life of faithfulness and
incomparable comfort to her
husband. Her spirit flew to the
‘One who gave it’ [Eccles. 12:7],
and she left the world with the
Great Sun of righteousness
shining on her soul [Mal. 4:2].

Histories are speckled with
men of philosophy having been
destroyed by petulant wives, like
Titian, Carlyle, Dickens,
Thackeray, etc, but here is one
whose wife was every comfort
to him. One who had been a
blessing to him, and not a curse,
one who had helped and not
hindered him. ‘Fanny’ kept
thoroughly pure to him, and she
assisted him in all the
circumstances of his life. She
did not give one minute of
hindrance to her husband but
aimed to facilitate every part of
his life. After all the weary work,
a life full of effort, in a troubled
age, her spirit was taken away
to ‘float in love and peace’
(‘nofio mewn cariad a hedd’ —
from the hymn ‘O fryniau
Caersalem ceir gweled’/'From
heavenly Jerusalem’s towers’
by David Charles).

As the birthplace of our church, Coleg Trefeca promotes the spiritual well-being of
members of the Presbyterian Church of Wales and of Christians of other denominations
and traditions, through prayer, reflection, education and discussion.

We recently launched our Facebook Page, and from the 6th of July, will be publishing our
weekly Tuesday Prayer. They can be in the form of prayer, passage from the Bible,
meditation, photo or a combination of all 4.

Please look out for it on Facebook, and let us know if you would like to contribute in some
way. We would welcome a prayer from any of our Minsters, Elders, Members or the Wider
Christian community.

JennyGarrard
jenny.garrard@ebcpcw.cymru
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Reverend
Jonathan Hodgins

I've just got back from a
conference in London. It was a
fabulous conference held in the
International Presbyterian
Church in Ealing. It was great to
get away, to be with other
Christians (including my good
friend Moses Tutesigensi) to
hear some excellent preaching
and teaching (you can read
about it on our new Treasury
Blog at ebcpcw.cymru) and of
course to go to London!

While | was there it dawned
on me how little | had brought
with me. Once upon a time a
trip to London would have
meant me bringing a wallet with
my cash and my tickets, a book
to read on the train, a camera
for the sights, a notebook, an A-
Z, a newspaper (plus pen for
the crossword), a Walkman to
listen to music, and a Gameboy
to play a game; | would have
needed a rucksack. As it was |
had it all on my phone.

Not included in that list was a
Bible and Bible study notes. As
it happens | took a Bible with
me, but | didn’t need to. With a
phone | can carry any number

of Bible translations, Lou’s
commentaries and Bible reading
notes too.

I’'m sure a lot of your life is
spent on your phone too, but
have you migrated your Bible
reading there too? Whether you
have or not, here’s three apps
that I've been using that you
might enjoy.

MORNING: Bible in One Year
from Alpha

Written by Nicky Gumble this
app is designed to take the
reader through the Bible in a
Year. Each day we have a
reading and reflection from the
Old Testament, The New
Testament and a Psalm. As you
can imagine from such an
accomplished speaker the
reflections are generally
excellent and give great
material for anyone leading
Bible study or delivering
sermons!

USE THIS IF: you want to get
into the habit of reading the
Bible regularly or if you're
looking to read more than just
your favourite Bible passages in
a random order.

NOON: Lectio 365 from 24-7
Prayer
I love to read but | also love to
read fast. That’s fine with a blog
or magazine article, but | want
to be a bit more careful with
God’s word. So while all three
apps can be read or listened to,
| only ever use the audio option
in this app.

For a while now I've
committed to driving to two of
the churches in my pastorate to

spend time praying for the
people and the witness. | found
initially that stopping in the
middle of the day and
dedicating even a short time to
God was quite daunting, so |
wanted something to help me
stop and gather my thoughts,
and give proper time to God.
This app has helped me do that.

Each day there are two
services to listen to. The service
is based around Bible reflection
and prayer and is accompanied
by ambient music. | suppose it
sounds a bit like a mindfulness
app and it does sound a bit
different to my ear, but | suspect
people from other traditions will
find it completely normal.

The model of each session is
P.R.A.Y — Pause, Rejoice and
reflect, Ask and Yield and it is
deliberately slow paced (each
session lasts about eleven
minutes). If you feel you're
always rushing on to the next
thing, download this, it might be
just the thing for you.

If you want something a bit
different to your normal private
devotions, or if you're looking
for something to help you focus
on prayer use: NIGHT Daily
Prayer from The Church of
England.

| find this app incredibly easy
to use and hugely beneficial.
Each day the app supplies the
user with text of Morning and
Evening Prayers plus a
Compline service for that quiet
time before bed.

The Bible readings and
prayers come from the set
service for each day and the
user can use the traditional
Book of Common Prayer or the

modern equivalent, entitled
Common Worship. At home we
read this as a family at some
point each evening so we jump
between two services. We tend
to take the Bible readings from
the Evening Prayer section and
the prayers from Compline.

One thing | find helpful are
the standard openings. We tend
to come together for family
worship at the end of the night
when at least one person will be
fractious. If we were to all wait
for everyone to be still we would
wait forever. A set opening like
‘The Lord almighty grants us a
quiet night and a perfect end.
Our help is in the name of the
Lord who made heaven and
earth’ allows everyone to quiet
end down, relax and focus in.
I’'m aware of the danger- that we
are ‘babbling like pagans’ — but |
see it as a kind of call to
worship drawing us in around
the word.

As parents we’ve also found
the sheer repetition means that
when issues in family life arise
we can refer back to those
things we say we believe. For
example one son has been
doing work experience with the
Fire Brigade in Mold and as a
result has become nervous
about going to bed without first
checking everything is safe. We
reminded him that we pray each
night ‘in peace we will lie down
and sleep, for you, O Lord,
make us dwell in safety.’

Use This If: You'’re leading
others in worship or you want
something that links you to the
wider church, geographic and
historic.

OpenDoors

by Samantha Hodgins

2020 has forced us to learn new
ways of communicating the
Gospel, engage in fellowship
and has often left us hanging on
by a thread the hope we have
for lifting of restrictions and light
at the end of a dark tunnel. But
what if that darkness was
permanent? How would we
cope if there were no zoom, no
internet and no Bible? No family
or friends to chat to and every
moment of your life was being

6 the TREASURY —JULY 2021

watched by spies? Welcome to
the persecuted church!

In the last month or so | have
been challenged in my quiet
time to see beyond the
restrictions embargoed on us as
relatively free believers,
previously meeting as often as
we like, wherever we choose
with whomever we choose, yet
the covid regulations have
forced us to see only a glimmer
of what it really means to be
persecuted.

While the government in the
UK has placed restrictions on
meeting up with people, 11in 8
Christians globally face
persecution. 1 in 6 in Africa and
2 out of 5 in Asia suffer for being
a follower of Christ, sharing in
his sufferings (Rom 8:17) and
often being killed for proclaiming
the name of Jesus.

Open Doors UK have
compiled a ‘World Watch List’ of
the top 50 countries where
persecution is at its worst. North
Korea remains #1 where up to
70,000 Christians are locked up
for their faith, being sent to
prisoner camps described as
‘living mass graves’.

Throughout the Covid 19
Pandemic, Christians in many
countries have been excluded
from receiving Covid-19 aid.
Teams from Open Doors have
been distributing basic supplies
to fellow brothers and sisters
and their families during
lockdown and ministering to
their needs.

We have seen first-hand
through the PCW the desperate
situation in India where Covid is
wiping through the country at an
alarming rate. India is #10 in the

World Watch List where Hindu
extremists use violence to purge
out Christians, forcing them to
‘reconvert’ to Hinduism lest they
face isolation, boycotting from
their community and often
facing death.

The vision of Open Doors is
that no persecuted Christian
should suffer alone, no Christian
forgotten. For over 65 years
Open Doors have stood
alongside the persecuted
church, strengthening, and
supporting Christians who dare
to follow Jesus.

The apostle Paul testifies as
he was often brutally
persecuted for his faith, “We are
afflicted in every way, but not
crushed, perplexed, but not
driven to despair, persecuted

(Continued on next page)



This year arrangements for the
Mission Rallies were obviously
affected by Covid-19. The South
Wales committee decided they
would wait until it is possible for
us to meet together to hold

their Rally. The North Wales
committee decided to
encourage churches to arrange
local ‘rallies’ with a joint meeting
on Zoom.

It was at this meeting that the
2021/22 Theme ‘I am the Good
Shepherd’ was launched and
friends from South Wales were
able to join by Zoom.

The following report has been
received from Marcia Edwards,
Ruthin.

‘While missing the usual
personal gatherings and the
fellowship the zoom meeting
was still an opportunity to “meet”
friends and acquaintances over
the web.

A warm welcome to the
meeting and the reasons behind
this year’s joint meeting were
explained by Pauline Garrett,
Ebbw Vale (President of the
South Wales Rally) who then
opened the meeting with a
Prayer of Thanksgiving. Pauline
introduced the Opening Hymn
which was Stuart Townend’s
version of The Lord’s my
Shepherd from Mission Praise
(As we were muted, | am sure
many of us took the opportunity
to join in with the singing!).

Eirys Buckland-Evers, Ewloe
Green (President of the North
Wales Rally) also welcomed
everyone and hoped that the
meeting would be joyful and
educational. Eirys read the
passage from John 10 which
begins with the Parable of the
Shepherd and Jesus explaining

ASSOCIATION IN THE EAST

Launch of Women’s Theme
‘l am the Good Shepherd’

the meaning of His words
(verses 1-18).

The new theme book I am the
Good Shepherd was
introduced and commended by
Christine Hodgins. Thanks must
go to all who made the book
possible, Sarah Morris, Carys
Davies and Eirian Roberts.
Please contact Eirian at Bala if
you would like a copy (or
copies). In the book, as well as
services on the theme, there are
services for Easter, Harvest and
Christmas plus Bible studies on
Psalm 23. There is a Daily
reading plan and also a
children’s story. There are
simple knitting patterns for a
Snuggle Bear Fidget Toy (for
dementia patients) and a
Trauma Teddy (to distract young
children from upsetting
circumstances).

Also in the book are some
reports from the projects here in
Wales and worldwide that are
supported by the donations at
the Rally’s and throughout the
year.

Four short films featuring
projects mentioned in the theme
book were then shown. It was
humbling to hear at first hand
the important work going on in
Christ’s name and how those
involved are so grateful for the
financial help they receive.

Sam Hodgins led a prayer for
the Mission Projects mentioned
in the film and for the hospitals

Open Doors

(continued)

but not forsaken...always
carrying in the body the death of
Jesus, so that the life of Jesus
may also be manifested in our
bodies.” (2 Cor 4:9-10)

| have recently become a
volunteer speaker and am
humbled and blessed to be able
to stand with the persecuted
church too, will you join me? If
you would like a representative
from Open Doors to visit your
church or on Zoom about the
work of Open Doors you can
request a speaker from the
website below. Alternatively, you
can request resources which
include the World Watch List,
and a prayer calendar.

Over 340 million Christians
suffer persecution and
discrimination. They follow
Jesus whatever the cost. The
top five countries for persecuted
Christians are North Korea,
Afganistan, Somalia, Libys,
Pakistan. With your help we at
Open Doors are bringing
resources and hope to them all
over the world.

Contact opendoorsuk.org for
more information.

Samantha Hodgins is a
part-time theological student at
Union, Bridgend. She is part of
a PCW urban mission project in
Sandfields, Port Talbot. She can
be contacted by email at
samantha.hodgins@ebcpcw.

cymru

in North East India struggling to
care for the overwhelming
number of patients suffering
during the pandemic. Sam also
individually mentioned all the
other projects the Women'’s
Mission supports here and
abroad. All the projects can be
found on p. 54 of the book.

The address on verse 11 from
John chapter 10, was given by
Revd Nan Wyn Powell-Davies.
Before her address Nan asked
each one of us to consider the
PCW Moderator’s Appeal for the
hospitals in Jowai and
Megalaya which are struggling
to care for Covid patients during
the pandemic. Nan thanked
everyone for the hard work that
has gone into producing the
theme book, and the CD
meditations which are also
available from Eirian.

Nan began her message by
reminding us that God is not like
the bad shepherd or hired hand
in the parable who at the first
sign of trouble makes himself
scarce. God does not let his
sheep “wonder” if He is there
with us. Sheep are short sighted
and it is the familiar voice of the
shepherd which guides the
sheep safely. So it is with our
relationship with God. As we get

to know Him and listen to his
voice He will guide us safely
though life. In John 10: 11 Jesus
says, “| am the Good Shepherd
who is willing to die for his
sheep”. Jesus knows each one
of us by name and knows
everything about us. He leads
us through life not following on
behind, He protects and cares
for us, just as he has protected
each one of us during the
pandemic. Our shepherd,
Jesus, “rescues” us and keeps
us from the harshness of life. He
is not like the hired hand that
runs away from danger. Jesus
tells us that he is the Good
Shepherd willing to lay down his
life for the sheep he leads and
cares for.

The final hymn following
Nan’s address was especially
written for this year’s Theme by
Revd Eirlys-Gruffydd Evans and
can be found on p.8 in the
theme book. The virtual singing
was led by Sam with Tim
Hodgins on the piano.

Christine thanked everyone
who had taken part and those
who had made it technically
possible (namely Revd Gwyn
Rhydderch and Mr. Hedd
Morgan along with Sarah, Carys
and Eirian). The meeting closed
with everyone saying the
Benediction together.

I (Marcia) would like to pass on
my sincere thanks to all who
arranged and contributed in any
way to the meeting and an
especial thanks to the tech.
team who made it possible.
Diolch.

Margam Road, Port Talbot Jubilee 1961
Revd Wyndham Williams (centre) was minister 1958-1964
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Free Church Council of Wales
Meeting on 23rd June

by Helen M Jones, Secretary FCC

The first meeting of the Council
since November 2019 was held
at the ‘Sanctuary’ Pontypridd as
an appropriate location for the
Induction of the new President.
Rheinallt Thomas, retiring
President; the incoming
President Revd Simon Walkling
and Helen Jones were present
at the location whilst all other
members joined via Zoom.

Treasury on the work of the
Council. The range of events
showed how much the Council’s
profile had risen as he’d had the
opportunity to stand alongside
the two Archbishops of Wales at
many events, meetings and
services. He emphasised the
need for people to know about
the existence and activities of
the Council. He was part of the

Helen Jones (Secretary), Simon Walking (President),
Rheinallt Thomas (Past President)

The meeting commenced with
Devotions led by the President.

The 2019 Minutes were
discussed and the main item
arising was the Area Ministry
Document. It was agreed that it
should be revised, translated so
that it be presented at the next
meeting.

The President in his final
report said that he had enjoyed
his term as President, including
the extra year. He had pledged
to raise the profile of the FCCW
and sent regular reports to the
Tudalen, Y Gwyliedydd and the

Ministry of Healing
Summer School 2021

It is a matter of regret that the
Annual Conference that
usually meets in Cefn Lea at
this time of year has had be
cancelled due to Covid
restrictions.

Government Faith Forum,
sharing a platform with the
Church in Wales, the Roman
Catholic Church and other
religions.

He expressed the sincerest
thanks for the co-operation of
Cytan especially in setting up
the website A report on Cytin’s
work was received from Gethin
Rhys who was thanked for his
outstanding contribution,
especially with his reports
explaining the Welsh
Government’s guidelines over
the Pandemic period.

Vaughan Salisbury’s
Education report was received.
He drew attention to A
Curriculum Guidance for
Wales Consultation Document
— Religion, Values and Ethics.
The consultation deadline is
16th July and he expressed the
importance for churches,
denominations and individuals
to submit their views along with

the Council. He emphasised
that denominational
membership on SACRE and
representation of the Free
Churches was important as it
could influence decisions. One
such example is that Christianity
was retained as the principal
faith in Wales although some
wished to delete it from the
education document.

Reports from the various
denominations were received
and it was evident that the
pandemic had caused
difficulties. Despite that,
churches had held virtual
services and found new ways of
proclaiming the Gospel
message.

The greetings of the Free
Churches Group in London
were received and an
appreciation was expressed for
the co-operation between the
two Councils.

Induction service of the
President of the Free Church
Council of Wales

The service began with a prayer
by the outgoing President.
Romans 12: 3-13 was read by
the Secretary and a prayer was
offered by the immediate Past
President, Revd Peter Dewi
Richards.

The Outgoing President
explained that the purpose of
the service was to induct the
Revd Simon Walkling as
President of the Council for the
next three years. After the
Secretary attested to the
regularity of the appointment the
induction proceeded and the
new President was invested
with his Office, gown and medal.
The Presidency was transferred.
After the Induction prayer, the
new President added his thanks
to those expressed by other
members for everything that
Rheinallt had brought to the role
of President. He said Rheinallt
had brought his experience in
education and chapel life with

charm, conviction and a smile to
the role. He particularly thanked
him for serving an extra year
through the pandemic
restrictions, when ecumenical
meetings had been reduced, but
engagement with the Welsh
Government had increased.

Simon noted that the reading
from Romans 12 uses the
image of the Body of Christ, and
said that the image of Jesus as
the vine, and ourselves as the
branches also expresses our
essential unity in Christ and
brings fruit to others. He
mentioned the important work of
the Council in expressing a
distinctive nonconformist voice,
particularly in the areas of
chaplaincy, education and
spiritual development.

He thanked members for
putting their trust in him to be an
effective representative and
sought their support in working
out how the Council fits in with
other ecumenical groups and
how local chapels relate to the
work of the Council. He hoped
that Council meetings would
develop ecumenical
relationships as well as monitor
the work done between
meetings. He suggested that we
could learn from each other
about worship and the discipline
of Zoom’, and explore the
possibilities of ecumenical
working online.

The Association
in the East

A hybrid meeting of the
Association in the East will
be held on Tuesday, 27th
July at Park End, Cardiff.
Due to the ongoing Covid
restrictions only the Officers
will be present in Cardiff,
whilst others are encouraged
to join via Zoom. In the fairly
brief session that is planned,
Revd Brian Reardon will
install Mrs Margaret Brown,
Maidenwells as his
successor. A more normal,
and lengthier meeting is to
be planned for the autumn in
Mid Wales and Border
Presbytery when it is
anticipated that the
ordination of a minister will
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