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In all periods, events within and
outside the Church that bring
about significant changes, or a
‘paradigm shift’, can be traced.
It is far too early to claim that
this period was one of those.
Due to the uniqueness of this
period, knowing exactly what is
happening, how our members
are reacting and what the
consequences of this will be
largely a mystery, and the
pattern of life after the pandemic
is not one that we can currently
anticipate. Certainly, there have
been some spectacular
changes in a very short space
of time, and these changes
have had a significant impact on
our ministry. Although we as
Trustees have focused on the
corporate changes, the biggest
impact is undoubtedly on the life
of our churches.

Having said this, we uphold
some basic principles: our God
is unchangeable, our Lord

Jesus remains the light of the
world, we continue to live in the
age of the Spirit, the great
commission remains to
challenge us, God hears prayer,
and continues to call people into
relationship with Him. In a
rapidly changing world, church
life has changed, ministry has
changed, and it is the
Connexion’s privilege to
respond to those changes,
seeking to protect our basic
principles in a context that is
very different from that which
existed in March 2020.

As we prepare for this year’s
Assembly, we do so
encouraged again by the verse
which our Moderator has
chosen to be out theme – ‘My
grace is sufficient…’ Our
churches have lived through a
turbulent period, but we know
that it has been turbulent and
challenging for billions of
people. It continues to be so,

and we consider it an honour
and privilege to try and discern
what God is calling us t be
within our communities, within
our country, and as a witness in
a world which cries for justice,
equality, rights and more
fundamentally, basic needs like
food, clothing and shelter. We
will be considering our own
Church and it’s structures,
looking at our priorities in
Ministry and Mission, and we
will look out as well. Our five-
yearly appeal for Christian Aid
will be launched, which will
focus on the Environmental
Crisis, especially as it affects
Kenya and Haiti specifically. We

will also propose our own
environmental policy where we
will be challenged to prioritise
the needs and priorities locally.
There will be the launch of the
Golud programme, with its
emphasis on nurturing faith in
the context of Dementia. And
we will have to take stock of our
financial reports, our statistics
report and how we steer a
course through the effect this
period had on our churches
locally. 

Please pray for discernment,
for a willingness to think and act
sacrificially, but above all, to be
found faithful in this, our
generation. 

TREASURY
The challenge of change and continuity

The General Assembly – September 2021

Profile
Revd Evan Morgan
to be installed as
Moderator for 2021-2022
To those unfamiliar with the
minister of Salem, Canton,
Evan Morgan is a third
generation London Welshman
whose family emigrated from
Carmarthenshire in 1930 to
farm on the North London/
Hertfordshire border. His father
- a farmer, met his mother who
was a teacher in the Welsh
Presbyterian Church in Wood
Green where Evan was
baptised and confirmed into
membership within the London
Presbytery. 

Reflecting on his early life, he
is indebted to the many people
who influenced and nurtured his
faith, and sensing a call to the
ministry whilst still at school, his

minister, the late Revd Huw
Llewelyn Jones was a great
influence. He gave him good
advice about pastoral work and
the discussions both had at the
Manse in Muswell Hill were
invaluable. In the 1960’s the
preaching of the Revd Elfed
Williams (Jewin) and Revd
Geraint Thomas (Shirland
Road) were major influences on

The Presbyterian Church of Wales
Notice of Meeting
The General Assembly will be held at Seilo, Caernarfon and on
Zoom, on Monday, September 20th until Tuesday, September 21st,
2021. This will be the Annual General Meeting for the PCW Charity.
Matters to be discussed:
1. Report of the General Assembly Board

a) Report of the Executive Committee / Trustees Group
(including receiving the accounts)

b) Matters relating to the Resources Department and Properties
Board (including the Coleg y Bala Sub-Committee and Coleg
Trefeca Sub-Committee)

c) Matters relating to the Ministries Department (including the
Children and Youth Sub-Committee and the Women’s Sub-
Committee)

d) Matters relating to our Ecumenical connections
e) Office Monitoring Group
f) The Historical Society
g) The Davies Lecture Board Trust Report
h) Nominations Group
i) The Interdenominational Protection Panel

2. Publications Department
3. Pensions Board Department
4. Launching of the 2022 Christian Aid Appeal
5. Launching the Golud Scheme
6. Discussing the PCW Environmental Policy
7. Installation of the Moderator Elect The Reverend T. Evan

Morgan, BD
8. Candidates and Training Department
9. Deferred Matters
10. Confirm Minutes
The above is an outline of the content. The full contents will be

in the papers that will be distributed in advancecontinued on page 2



HSBC - The New Different
We are aware that a number of church treasurers whose accounts
are with HSBC have encountered difficulties over recent months in
complying with that Bank’s request to have its multi-page money
laundering form completed within a specified time. That the task
was largely to be completed online posed difficulties for some with
little experience of navigating websites. At times the nature of the
form itself seemed irrelevant to the Church situation, and proved to
be not only a time consuming exercise, but one overshadowed by
the fear that delay or non-compliance, would result in accounts
being summarily closed. The issue has caused enough
consternation amongst the churches who bank with HSBC for
the Assembly Board to decide that they will approach the
higher echelons of the Bank about the way the matter has been
dealt with.
Churches who hold accounts with HSBC should take note that

from 1st November 2021, the Bank intends introducing new
charges on its charity-sector accounts. Thus the weekly cheque
that many churches give the visiting preacher will cost 40p to
write, the Sunday offerings they take to the bank will be subject to
a .40% charge, and it seems that any cheques the church receives
will cost 40p to pay in. Even if a church does none of these in a
month of Sundays, they will discover that a £5 levy is being
imposed to maintain the account in addition.
It will be interesting to see if other Banks on the High Street

follow suit in bringing fee-free banking for small charities to an
end. Perhaps the time has come for all churches to question
whether they are being best served by their present Bank, and to
consider in addition to charges, whether their bank’s location and
opening times really serve the convenience of the church and its
volunteer officials.

The end of a lengthy relationship
In addition to its impact on public health, the consequences of
COVID-19 have affected not only our Centres and churches, but
more radically our printers, Gwasg y Bwthyn. Late last month the
Directors of Gwasg y Bwthyn decided, with much reluctance,
that the printing side of
the business should be
wound up in September.
(The company will
continue in much
reduced format as
publishers). Inevitably,
most of the staff will
lose their jobs, and
some like our page
setter and designer,
Mr Cliff Thomas, have
spent most of their
working lives at Gwasg
y Bwthyn and its predecessor, Gwasg Pantycelyn. In this
unwelcome and unexpected outcome of the pandemic, those who
have known redundancy and unemployment themselves will

especially empathise
with the staff as they
face the uncertainty of
the coming months. We
pray that in time each
will find new spheres of
work in Caernarfon and
district and we thank
them and the company
for a relationship that
has been long and
happy.
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the way Evan shaped his
studies and perceived the work
of the ministry and the role of
preaching the Gospel and
communicating the Good
News.
Proceeding as a student to

Aberystwyth, Evan graduated
with a BD from the University of
Wales. As part of his pastoral
studies he shadowed the Revd
A Wynne Edwards in
Tregaron. Leaving the United
Theological College in 1989 he
accepted a call to become the
minister of six churches north
of Aberystwyth - Maengwyn,
Machynlleth, including the
English Cause and the
churches of Pantperthog,
Forge, Melinbyrhedyn,
Derwenlas and later Seion,
Llanwrin.
Ten years later he accepted

the call to become the minister
of Salem, Canton and Bethel
Rhiwbeina in Cardiff. Unusually
for these times the membership
has trebled and his work with
families and in the community
has born fruit. 
Speaking about his

experiences of church life over
the years he says, “I feel so
blessed to have been able to
come across so many
wonderful people who work
tirelessly for the Church and
their Saviour. 

Ministry to me is about
people, being a Pastor and
helping, supporting and being
there for the members. To be a
beacon shining God’s light into
the world and society that has
become so uncertain, selfish
and apathetic to His love and
the love of our fellow humans.”
He enjoys reading and

travelling, and another interest
is cricket. As far as that is
concerned, he admits that he is
a very slow off spin bowler for
the Chapel XI!
Reflecting on the past

eighteen months, he would like
to express a huge thank you to
all those who work and bear
witness to God’s love and
grace day by day. 
Never imagining he would

ever become Moderator of the
General Assembly, he asks
readers and church members
for their prayers and good will
as he begins his year of Office
on 20th September. “I look
forward to meeting as many of
you as I can, both digitally and
hopefully, physically. Even
though we may be fewer in
number we are still here. As
Jesus asks in Mark’s version of
the feeding of the 5000, ‘How
many loaves do you have?
Go and see..’ Let us now go
and see together in Jesus’
name.

Revd Evan Morgan (continued from page 1)

PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH OF WALES
Bangor Area Pastorate

Children, Youth and Families Worker
The Bangor Area Pastorate are seeking an energetic and
enthusiastic person to work in their three Churches to develop the
work further.

Hours: 35 hours per week (or to be discussed)
Contract: 3 years initially with the first six months considered a

trial period.
Salary: Scale 20-24 (£22,371 - £24,477) and an opportunity

to join the PCW pension scheme

This Post is subject to an enhanced DBS disclosure and two
satisfactory references.

There is a Christian and Welsh Language occupational
requirement relevant to this post. 

For more information, or for an application pack,
please contact:-

e-mail – Cynthia Owen, cynthiaowen@tiscali.co.uk
Tel – 01248 364008

Closing Date: Sept 13th 2021

EDITORIAL

The former CM Printing Works in
St David’s Road, Caernarfon

Gwasg y Bwthyn’s present premises on
the outskirts of Caernarfon



(Continued from last month)

In 1702, Calamy was chosen as
one of the Tuesday lecturers at
Salters’ Hall. Dating from earlier
times, these public merchants’
lectures played a vital role in
promoting Christian edification.
Calamy’s first and highly-
impressive contribution was
Divine Mercy Exalted: or Free
Grace in its Glory. It was
‘Published at the Request of
Many Encouragers of the
Lecture’ the following year.
That same year, Calamy

became the minister of Tothill
Street, Westminster. As his
influence in the public affairs of
the Dissenters began to
increase, he was concerned
clearly to define the Dissenting
Presbyterian position vis-à-vis
the Anglican Establishment, but
without rancour and extremism.
A steady stream of publications
followed including his Defence
of Moderate Nonconformity
(in three parts, 1703-5) and
Richard Baxter’s Practical
Works in 1707. The latter was a
major publishing event where
Calamy was concerned. In his
preface, after highlighting the
‘valuable treatises of practical
divinity published in this
country’, Calamy states that
‘there are no writings of that
kind among us, that have more
of a true Christian spirit, a
greater mixture of judgement
and affection, or a greater
tendency to revive pure and
undefiled religion that have
been more esteemed abroad, or
more blessed at home for the
awakening the secure,
instructing the ignorant,
confirming the wavering,
comforting the dejected,
recovering the profane, or
improving such as are truly
serious, than the Practical
Works of this author’. Adept at
citing ‘opposition’ support,
Calamy says ‘That great man
Bishop Wilkins was used to say
of Mr Baxter, that if he had lived
in the Primitive times he had
been One of the Fathers of the

Church: what then more fit than
a collection of his works, that
posterity may be taught to do
him justice?’
Concerned as he was to

promote vital and fervent piety,
Calamy was aware of the
danger of fanaticism. This
became an issue with the arrival
of certain ‘French prophets’ in
London. Such had provided
much of the inspiration in the
Cevénnes region of France
during the war of the Camisards
(1702-10). These wild
‘charismatic prophets’ attracted
a significant fringe following in
this country, even influencing a
member of Calamy’s own
congregation. Thus early in
1708 he preached and
published two sermons entitled
A Caveat against the New
Prophets.

Concurrent with these
concerns to clarify a true view of
the Holy Spirit’s work, Calamy
preached an excellent series of
sermons at Salters’ Hall on The
Inspiration of the Old and
New Testament between 1704-
6. Published in 1710, the author
was anxious to rescue the Bible
from any aspersions that might
be cast on its Holy Spirit-
inspired character.
In the midst of all his pastoral,

public and literary labours,
Edmund Calamy knew personal
sadness. His first wife Mary died
that year. Besides encouraging
his brethren there, an extended
preaching tour in the West of
England allowed him to recover
from his grief. Back in London,
in the aftermath of the
accession of Hanoverian
Protestant King George I (1714-

27), Edmund learned of the
Jacobite rising. This indicated
significant Roman Catholic
opposition in the North of
England and Scotland. To settle
disturbed minds and hearts
among loyal Protestants,
Calamy preached and published
three remarkable sermons in
1715 entitled God’s Concern
for His Glory in the British
Isles and The Security of
Christ’s Church from the
Gates of Hell. These sermons
include a masterly survey of the
church history of the British Isles
from the earliest times to the
early eighteenth century, with
suitable applications to assure
believers that ‘an Almighty
Jesus has undertaken the
conduct of His own Church, and
engaged that it shall in the end
be victorious over all the
designs of its enemies’.
In 1716, Calamy married

Mary Jones who proved an ideal
helpmeet for God’s servant. His
responsibilities increased when,
on the death of Dr Daniel
Williams that same year,
Calamy became the recognised
leader among the Dissenters,
often acting on behalf of the
three denominations,
Presbyterian, Congregational
and Baptist.
Surely the life and labours of

Christ’s faithful champion
provide much-needed
inspiration for us today.

For further information, the
forthcoming publication is
dedicated to Dr R. Tudur Jones
(1921-98):

Alan C. Clifford, Calamy
Celebrated: The Champion of
Nonconformity (H&E Publishing,
Peterborough, Ontario / The
Andrew Fuller Center for Baptist
Studies, Louisville, Kentucky
2021).
www.hesedandemet.com
www.andrewfullercenter.org
Paperback ISBN: 978–1–
77484–022–1
E-book ISBN: 978–1–77484–
025–2
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CALAMY CELEBRATED
The 350th Anniversary of the birth of Dr Edmund Calamy

(1671-1732)
“THE CHAMPION OF NONCONFORMITY”
A faithful servant of Jesus Christ in depressing times, 
this forgotten hero inspires hope in our dark days.

by Dr Alan C. Clifford

THIRTEEN 

SERMONS 
Concerning the Doctrine of the 

T R I N I T Y. 
Preach’d at the 

Merchant’s Lecture, at Salter’s Hall. 

together with 

A  V i n d i c a t i o n  o f  t h a t  C e l e b r a t e d  T e x t ,
 1  J o h n  v .  7 .  f r o m  b e i n g  S p u r i o u s ;  a n d  a n  E x p l i -  

c a t i o n  o f  i t ,  u p o n  t h e  S u p p o s i t i o n  o f  i t s  b e i n g  G e -  
n u i n e :  I n  F o u r  S e r m o n s ,  P r e a c h ’ d  a t  t h e  s a m e  
Lecture. An. 1719, 1720. 

By Edmund Calamy, D.D. 
Q u i s q u i s  h e c  l e g i t ,  u b i  p a r i t e r  c e r t u s  e s t ,  p e r g a t  m e c u m ;  u b i 

p a r i t e r  h æ s i t a t ,  q u æ r a t  m e c u m :  u b i  e r r o r e m  s u u m  c o g - 
n o s c i t ,  r e d e a t  a d  m e ;  u b i  m e u n ,  r e v o c e t  m e .  A u g u s t i - 
nus de Trinitate. Lib. I. cap. iii.

C u m  h o m i n e s  D e u m  q u æ r u n t .  &  a d  i n t e l l i g e n t i a m  Tr i n i t a - 
t i s  ( p r o  c a p t u  i n f i r m i t a t i s  h u m a n æ )  a n i m u m  i n t e n d u n t ; 
f a c i l l i m e  d e b e n t  i g n o s c e r e  e r r a n t i b u s  i n  t a n t i  p e r v e a t i - 
gatione secreti. Augustinus ibidem. Lib. II, cap. i.

LONDON:

P r i n t e d  f o r  J o h n  C l a r k ,  a t  t h e  B i b l e  a n d 
Crown in the Poultry, near Cheapside. 1722.



In July 2008 A young woman
was just leaving university when
her mother spotted the advert
for Sporting Giants. For a laugh
and to make her mother happy,
she filled in the form online. To
her amazement, she was asked
to turn up at the selection
process. But there was a
problem. This young woman
was not 5’ 11”. She said when
she arrived that she noticed
every other girl was 4” taller
than her. She was asked by
about twenty officials at the
tests for her height and every
time she was asked, she added
a tiny bit to her height. At the
end of the tests, the girl had a
sneak look at the assessment
form filled in for her. Alongside
her name was the letter M.
What is the M for, she asked?
M is for mongrel, the assessor
replied. “You have no obvious
sporting skills, and you should
not really be here but somehow
you completed the tests. There
is something about you. You are
the mongrel in the pack.” Her
name: Helen Glover.

Her story was the subject of a
recent BBC documentary: Helen
Glover: The Mother of All
Comebacks. The fact is that
Helen Glover, winner of our first
gold medal at the London
Olympics, would never have
been selected if she hadn’t
stood on tiptoe for the official
height photograph. No real
strength or obvious skills, no
height, no sports experience
other than running at school
cross country, no sporting
pedigree in her family. The
assessors though spotted
something. M: M for mongrel.
M for something that could
possibly be used. As an aside,
the assessors on the
programme considered her for
netball or volleyball. They
settled on rowing. Hey, ho. 

We read in the Old Testament

in the history of Israel that Jesse
had his own Israel Giants
programme. He knew that
Samuel had his eye on who
among his sons would be fit to
be the king of Israel. Jesse lined
up his sons for the prophet
Samuel. One of them would be
tall enough, fit enough, good
enough, to be the one that God
would choose through his
prophet. Samuel himself was
convinced when he saw Eliab.
He said to himself, this man
standing here in the Lord’s
presence is surely the one God
has chosen. Look how tall and
handsome he is! And God
whispered in Samuel’s ear, I do
not judge as man judges. Man
looks at the outward
appearance, but I look at the
heart. Cross off Eliab then.

And so it continued.
Abinadab, Shammah, and then
other sons of Jesse were
brought forward. Height
measured. Strength tested. But
none of them passed God’s
tests. No, Samuel said, the Lord
has not chosen any of these.
You can almost hear the
exasperation in Samuel’s voice
as he crosses off the names on
his clipboard. Have you any
more sons? Yes, Jesse
answers, there is the youngest
but he is out taking care of the
sheep. But David? Really? After
all, it would not be long before
he was laughed off the

battlefield before the
heavyweight championship
against Goliath. David was not
tall enough. The armour was too
big for him. He had no
experience as a warrior. David.
M for mongrel. But God had
spotted something. This David
would be the greatest king
Israel would ever know. The
little boy would become the
Israelite giant. Who needs
money when you can throw God
at a selection process?

Now we move forward to an
awards ceremony in a hotel in
Barcelona November 2012,
attended by the great and the
good of world sport. The
ceremony was to induct into the
new International Athletics
Federation Hall of Fame the 24
greatest athletes of all time. The
names are a roll call that evoke
so many memories: Jesse
Owens, Carl Lewis, Emil
Zatopek, Fanny Blankers-Koen,
Sergey Bubka, Sebastian
Coe… And somebody called
Usain Bolt. As the ceremony
was about to start, Bolt spotted
an elderly woman in a
wheelchair. He came up to the
elderly woman, shook her hand
and called on all present to
stand and applaud this frail old
lady. Her name: Betty Cuthbert.
I doubt if you have heard of her.
But once upon a time, as a
barefoot girl runner from the
backwaters of Sydney, Betty
Cuthbert grew up to achieve
something that Usain Bolt, Carl
Lewis, Michael Johnson or
Jesse Owens never achieved.
With an impossible running
style, arms flailing and mouth
wide open, at the age of 18 in
Melbourne she won Olympic
gold in the 100 metres and 200
metres. Injured for the Rome
Olympics in 1960, she arrived at
the Tokyo Olympics in 1964 for
a new race: the woman’s 400
metres. (Before that, it was
thought because of physiology
that women were not capable of
running 400 metres!) Betty won.
And so in 2012 Usain Bolt led
the standing ovation in honour
of this woman who remains to
this day the only Olympian,
male or female, to have won a
gold medal in all sprint
running events, the 100, 200
and 400 metres.

Betty Cuthbert’s story did not
end with her Olympic victory in
1964. She was later diagnosed
with multiple sclerosis. Not
surprisingly, she was desperate

to be cured of the disease. Who
wouldn’t? M is for Me. A friend
encouraged her to go to church
where she could be healed. She
claimed she went, looking for
healing instead of the Healer.
Once again, M is for me. In her
own words: “I found out about
the healer, and then I couldn’t
care less about the healing.
That’s the best thing. I get so
much joy out of it, and I want to
tell other people about it. And
because now I’m well known, it
helps me to tell people about
Jesus.” M is not for me. M is for
me plus God.

Following her diagnosis with
multiple sclerosis, Cuthbert
became a dedicated advocate
for research into MS. Betty
Cuthbert was one of the bearers
of the Olympic Torch at
the Opening Ceremony of
the 2000 Summer Olympics in
Sydney. Sitting in a wheelchair
and accompanied by a friend,
the crow rose to their feet as
she carried the Olympic Torch at
the stadium before handing the
torch to Cathy Freeman.

Betty Cuthbert died in 2017.
The day after her death, there
was a minute’s silence at the
start of the World Athletics
Championships in London.
Australians and Olympians all
over the world remembered a
woman whose life was finally
defined not by her gold medals
but by what God had meant and
done for her. I came to be
healed and found out about the
healer. And if Betty could speak
to us today after the 2020
Olympics, she would say most
emphatically M is for me and
God together.

How much does it cost for
Team GB to produce an
Olympics Medal? The figures
for the 2016 Olympics at Rio
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NOT THE SUNDAY SERMON
by Dr MIKE WARD

Its over. 22 gold medals for Team GB. Not bad! But how do you
win a gold medal at the Olympics? The answer is surprisingly
simple: you choose a sport and throw money at it. Lots of
money. Determined to bring home the gold at the London
Olympics, the British government poured millions of pounds of
lottery money into funding elite sport. In 2007, a new scheme
was launched called Sporting Giants. The aim was to identify
young people with the potential to display new talent in sports
such as handball, rowing and volleyball. Because height is
considered a possible advantage in those sports a minimum
height of 6’ 3” for men and 5’11 for women was specified. An
age requirement of 16 to 25 was set and an athletic backgroun
was also sought. 

(continued on next page)



This substantial, most attractive
volume (available in both
hardback and paperback
editions) is the result of decades
of intensive research and
reading on the part of the
dedicated author. Although a
native of rural Cardiganshire,
following a short stint in the
Cynon Valley, he has served as
a highly respected Calvinistic
Methodist minister in Liverpool
since 1968. In July 2018 he
became a Citizen of Honour of
Liverpool.

From day one he became
deeply interested in the history
of his adopted city and
Merseyside more generally,
both of which have a substantial
Welsh presence mainly from the
eighteenth century, many of
these people earning a living in

the city’s docks (especially from
the late eighteenth century), its
vibrant commercial life and its
various industrial enterprises,
notably the flourishing cotton
factories.

But, as the author shows in
the first chapter of this work,
there was a Welsh presence in
Liverpool from the early middle
ages, and a more substantial
number of vagrants, greatly
despised and often badly
treated locally, from the
sixteenth century. In the early
1500s, Liverpool actually had a
Welsh mayor – one Dafydd ap
Gruffydd – while in the late
1700s many migrants from the
North of Wales travelled to the
city looking for work. And
chapter 5 of this work is devoted
to the problems faced by the
Welsh poor within the city,
especially the intrinsic difficulty
of securing employment such as
in the docks.

The author’s most numerous
publications, embodying truly
pioneering research work, on
the history of the Liverpool
Welsh communities from 1978
onwards to the present, some
of these in joint authorship,
are listed in appendix 2 to
the present volume (see pp.
305-06). He has also delivered
a regular array of public lectures
and addresses on this
compelling theme. 

It is especially gratifying that
the present work, substantially
an adaptation of the author’s
previous well received work
Hanes Rhyfeddol Cymry Lerpwl
(Y Lolfa, 2019), will be within
the reach of second and third
generation Welsh migrants who
have but little or no grasp of the
Welsh language. In 1813
around 8000 people or ten per
cent of the residents of
Liverpool were Welsh. They
created communities around
the city and Welsh was the
dominant language in those
places. The Welsh influence in
Liverpool declined during the
twentieth century. According to
the 2001 census, around 1.17
per cent of the population were

born in Wales, but there are
plenty more people in the city
who have Welsh ancestors and
are proud of their Welsh roots.

This volume is especially
informative on the vibrant
religious life of the Liverpool
Welsh. Areas such as Vauxhall,
Anfield, Everton, Dingle, and
Wavertree were noted for their
high migrant populations, and
Welsh was the dominant
language in these
neighbourhoods. By 1900, there
were around ninety Welsh
chapels, churches and mission
halls, and the temperance
movement flourished there too.
Many of these individual
chapels are discussed in
chapter 8, while the religious
revival of 1904-05 led by Evan
Roberts, when the city was
home to an array of talented
nonconformist ministers,
occupies chapter 17. 

Other themes given
prominence here include
prominent Welshmen who
became medical practitioners
and surgeons in the city as is
revealed in chapters 6 and 10.
These include Evan Thomas,
Hugh Owen Thomas and Sir
Robert Jones who became the
orthopaedic surgeon at the
University of Liverpool. Sadly,
many of these men died
prematurely, but one exception
was Dr Emyr Wyn Jones (1907-
99), a long serving pillar of the
Royal Liverpool Infirmary who
also contributed richly to Welsh
national life. Attention is also
given to the University of
Liverpool Medical School and
the School of Tropical Medicine
founded mainly by Sir Alfred
Lewis Jones.

A whole chapter (number 11
in the book) is devoted to the
contribution of the photographer
John Thomas (1838-1905) of
the Cambrian Gallery and one
who later sold some 3000 of his
plates to Sir O. M. Edwards who
made good use of them to

illustrate his books and journal
issues.

Other themes outlined here
with a masterly touch include
the extensive publication of
Welsh books and periodicals
within Liverpool, some of which
were inevitably notably short
lived. There is discussion of the
extensive contribution of the
city’s Welsh community to the
development of the colony at
Patagonia in South America,
some of the more prominent
literary figures and the
notable builders who made
such a massive contribution to
the development of the city.

By the 1850s and 1860s,
Welsh involvement in the
construction sector was well
established. And one man, in
particular, led the way for Welsh
architecture in Liverpool, the
famous architect Richard
Owens who joined forces with a
Welsh timber merchant called
David Roberts of D Roberts,
Son and Co. During the 1870s
and 1880s, almost 4,300
houses were constructed over
four estates in the fields of
Toxteth Park by Richard Owens
on behalf of D Roberts, Son and
Co. The Welsh Streets get their
collective nickname – as well as
their individual forenames, such
as Powis, Madryn, Gwydir,
Rhiwlas and Pengwern – as a
result of being built by Welsh
workers towards the end of the
nineteenth century. The most
well-known piece of Welsh
architecture in the city is
perhaps the Grade II-listed
Welsh Presbyterian Church on
Princes Street, commonly
referred to as the ‘Welsh’ or
‘Toxteth Cathedral’.

Especially useful is appendix
1 of the volume (see pp.
283-304) which presents us with
most convenient brief
biographies of many of the
individuals who were prominent
in the Liverpool Welsh
communities. Some of these are
certainly worthy of further
research work on their
contributions. And the volume
also includes an array of most
attractive plates and
photographs which complement
admirably the contents of the
book.

This study will be assured of
a warm welcome and extensive
use by all those interested in the
history of Wales and of
Liverpool.

Dr J. Graham Jones is a Welsh
historian living in Aberystwyth,
and authority on David Lloyd
George. 
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make for interesting reading…
each medal cost the UK
taxpayer an eyewatering
£4,290,000 [Sports
Management magazine,
October 2016]. But what did it
mean for Betty Cuthbert to get
her medals? She later found
something more precious than
gold, just as King David did for
Israel. I came to be healed and
found out about the healer and
after that healing did not mean
anything. M is for me and God.
That is the most important
equation of all. Our funding is
not of this world. 

God has chosen us. It is not
about me. We are not great
champions, we are not even
good, we are not especially
talented or gifted. To put it
bluntly, we are God’s mongrels.
How do you change the world,
how do you change you and
me? The answer is simple: you
throw God at it. You crucify his
Son. M is for me plus God. For
us, God’s mongrels, the most
glittering prize awaits.

Revd Dr Mike Ward is minister
of Clubmoor, Moreton and Two
Mills.

The Welsh in Liverpool – a Remarkable History by
D. Ben Rees (Y Lolfa). 325 pp. £19.99.

Reviewed by J. Graham Jones.

BOOK
REVIEW

NOT THE SUNDAY
SERMON continued)

Revd Nan Powell Davies
who is mentioned on p. 262



What was it like being a
candidate for the ministry of the
Presbyterian Church of Wales
in the 1950s? It was a huge
privilege which I valued though
there were hardships. Three
years of training in the
Theological College were
demanding in many ways yet
worthwhile . The big personal
problem was that of paying the
fees as I had no financial
assistance. I won a small
scholarship and did Library
duties to assist a little but I still
struggled. My parents were
poor and unable to contribute,
but the Lord provided in various
ways. For example, one
student occasionally left money
on my study desk anonymously,
though I soon identified him. He
was an older student who had
worked in the coal mines. His
gifts enabled me to complete
paying College fees and we
remained friends until he died
in 2019, when I was privileged
to conduct his funeral.
Corporate morning worship, led
on a rota basis by staff and
students, was often a helpful
way of starting our lectures and
studies on Tuesdays-Fridays,
and close friendships were
formed, which continued. Staff

were accessible and
supportive, despite theological
differences. I valued the fact
that in the first year there was a
course taking us through the
Bible, especially grounding us
in the Old Testament. That was
a highlight for me before being
able to use the biblical
languages. Having already
studied classical Greek, New
Testament Greek was more
straight forward!
There were preaching

opportunities through the
College too which normally
involved travel over the
weekends. Returning on the

Monday we shared experiences
of our preaching, especially
difficulties and responses from
congregations. Little guidance
was given concerning
preaching although we were
expected to preach mid-week in
a local church annually with a
lecturer providing critical
feedback. My visits were to
Bath Street Church with the
Principal as my critic who gave
me detailed feedback!
Obviously, there was plenty of
fun, then sport, discussion,
fellowship and informal prayer
times amidst some language
and doctrinal tensions. Some
pastor-less South Wales
churches offered student
pastorates to us during the
summer vacations and I will say
more about that another time.
Placements were optional but
my first student-pastorate was
in the Forward Movement
Grove Place Chapel, Morriston,
which was a huge learning
curve for which I was
unprepared. The people were
kind and the church was led by
a committee but I struggled with
shyness and sustaining regular
ministry for a month.
One aspect of being a

candidate for the ministry was
the compulsory attendance at
the Lancashire and Cheshire
Presbytery each September.
Reports on our College
progress were read out
together with other relevant
details. A Presbytery minister
then questioned us kindly but
firmly before exhorting us and
praying for us. This was helpful
oversight of candidates and
reassured us that we were not
alone. By Easter 1956 the
Principal had expressed to me
confidentially that he wanted
me to study theology further in
Oxford and would arrange
admission for me. He seemed
keen as well as supportive and
kind. But this was a dilemma for
me as I was now courting a
young lady, Magwen, later to
become my wife, who was
training in the University to
become a teacher of Welsh
language and literature. In
addition, I discovered during my
theological training the rich
heritage of Calvinistic
Methodism (later known as the

Presbyterian Church of Wales)
and its history in Wales was
rich and exciting. I was
desperate to explore this
history further. There was
another compelling reason for
staying in Aberystwyth. I had
developed a keen interest in
philosophy through Professor
Rheinallt Williams. The subject
fascinated me alongside
theology and the Bible. I
approached the Philosophy
Department in University
College Aberystwyth, then was
interviewed by Professor
Richard Aaron, a world-
renowned scholar with

specialism in John Locke’s
theory of personal identity. He
was very welcoming. He was a
deacon in Bethel Welsh Baptist
Church, Aberystwyth and
appeared to have a clear faith
in God so I felt constrained to
study under him in September
1956 rather than going to
Oxford. Principal W. R. Williams
respected my decision and
encouraged me to proceed.
Presbytery in September 1956
also confirmed my decision. 
Leaving the Theological

College after three years study
was not easy, for I had become
a Christian there and benefited
from the studies. In God’s
providence, my LEA confirmed
they would pay my University
fees so summer employment
was necessary to save money
for accommodation costs and
living expenses . Through years
of study, I was kept poor yet the
Lord provided as He promised:
‘Seek first the kingdom of God
and his righteousness and all
these things shall be added
unto you.’ 

Dr D Eryl Davies lives in
retirement in Cardiff where he
continues a writing ministry
combined with an active
involvement in his local church.
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God’s Wise Providence
by Eryl Davies

All I have needed Thy hand hath provided –Great is Thy faithfulness, Lord unto me!
(T O Chisholm)

THE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH OF WALES
MÔN PRESBYTERY

CHRISTIAN FAMILIES WORKER
MÔN PRESBYTERY

Môn Presbytery are seeking an energetic and enthusiastic person to
work with the Presbytery to deliver a ministry to children, young
people and families on the island. 

Hours: 35 hours a week (or to be discussed)
Contract: 3 years initially with the first 6 months a trial period.
Salary: Scale 20-24 (£22,371 - £24,477) with the opportunity to

join the PCW pension scheme.

This Post is subject to an enhanced DBS disclosure and two
satisfactory references.

There is a Christian and Welsh Language occupational requirement
relevant to this post. 

For more information, or for an application pack,
please contact:-

e-mail – Hedd Morgan – hedd@ebcpcw.cymru
Phone - 07815960439

Closing date: 13th September 2021

Richard Aaron



In a letter to the churches the
Moderator of the General
Assembly, Marcus Robinson
and Past Moderator, Trefor
Lewis have written about the
2014 appeal that raised
£115,000 for the 90-bed
hospital in Shillong that the
missionary and surgeon, Dr H
Gordon Roberts opened almost
100 years ago, in 1922. Nursing
Training was developed under
the direction of Miss Margaret
Buckley who had a real concern
for nursing; she served the
hospital from 1919 to 1930.
Training and nursing care
passed to Miss Amy Catherine
Bullock and Miss Margaret
Owens and others. The School
of Nursing was soon recognised
by the Nursing Council of India
through the Nurses Council,
Midwives and Assam Health
Visitors. The Foreign Mission of
the Presbyterian Church of
Wales in Assam, Khasi, Sylhet,
Silchar, Lushai and Cachar is
told in three volumes between
1988 and 1990 – Bryniau’r
Glaw (Khasi Mission), Y
Bannau Pell (Mizoram Mission)

and Y Popty Poeth a’i Gyffiniau
(Sylhet-Cachar Mission). The
Reverend Dr D Ben Rees
published a special volume,
(The Healer of Shillong), about
Dr. H Gordon Roberts. The
hospital, now has over 300
beds.
Dr David Tariang, then Chief

Medical Officer of the Hospital,
visited the General Assembly in
2014. He outlined the intention
to celebrate the centenary next
year by adding greatly to
existing buildings, including
wards, clinics and operating
rooms, and expanding facilities
to educate nurses in the future.
Following the address of Dr

David Tariang, the Moderator’s
Appeal was launched. No
specific target was set but the
original intention was to raise
around £20,000. The response
to the Appeal was incredible,
and soon £50,000 was reached.
Over the next two years the
fund grew to over £100,000,
and it was decided to close the
Appeal and keep the money in
the PCW’s accounts. Donations
were received from individuals,

congregations, sisterhoods and
efforts from children and young
people. One contributor, a
woman in her nineties and a
significant contributor, said she
was keen to contribute because
she recalled the “Minister
talking to us about the work of
the missionaries in the Khasi
Hills when I was a child and I
thank you for the this
opportunity to show my
appreciation for their labor and
their sacrifice (the
missionaries).”
£115,000, the final total of the

Moderator’s Appeal, has
recently been transferred to the
local fund in Shillong. To note
the contribution of PCW
members the extension is
known as “PCW Nursing
Block 2021”. Dr Nongrum
expresses his sincere thanks to
all those who contributed to the
Appeal. Dr Nongrum said in a
recent email, “We are awaiting
confirmation of our request to
contact the University of the
North East who will authorise
the degrees, and the Meghalya
Nursing Council and the Indian

Nursing Council, hoping to get
the first group of students to
start in September. This work
was completed with the
generous help and contribution
of PCW, our Mother Church.
We cannot repay your
benevolence to us in general
and especially now to our
hospital.”
May you all accept our

gratitude for your generosity in
continuing the work established
by our own missionaries over a
century ago, many of which are
known names to many of us. It
is a great pleasure and
satisfaction to know that there is
a building in Shillong bearing
the name of the Presbyterian
Church of Wales indicating the
love for the continuation of the
Lord Jesus Christ’s Healing
Ministry. Many thanks also to
Gwyn Angell Jones for his help
and support.
Let us remember the words of

Jesus Christ, “Truly I tell you,
whatever you did for one of the
least of these brothers and
sisters of mine, you did for me.”
(Matthew 25:40).
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Dr H Gordon Roberts Hospital, Shillong Appeal Money
Creates The Presbyterian Church Of Wales

Nursing Block 2021

At the end of July 2021 we reached the
lowest point of the nonconformist presence
in Talgarth, when ‘Bethlehem’
Presbyterian Church closed its doors for
the last time.
As Talgarth Free Church was an LEP

comprised of Baptist, URC and
Presbyterian denominations, using the
Presbyterian building for worship and
mission, no other denomination existed
other than the Church in Wales Parish.
This means that with the closure of
Bethlehem all connections with Trefeca
(some two miles distant) have been
severed with no nonconformist church
within seven miles of Talgarth.
Just 300 metres from the door of

Bethlehem lies St Gwendoline’s Parish
Church, where Howell Harris heard that
life changing sermon in 1735 by Vicar
Davies that was to change the lives of so
many, and was to become part of the great
story of the Calvinistic Methodist Revival
that also involved Daniel Rowland of
Llangeitho and William Williams,
Pantycelyn.
During recent times we have seem

many such closures taking place all over
Wales, but now we find places of worship

closing nearby where our history began,
and all because there are insufficient
numbers attending to allow the church
building to remain open.
Bethlehem was first opened in 1794 and

over the years had some hard-working
pastors who were able to keep all activities
in the church vibrant with an excellent
Sunday School as late as 1960, and a
Bible Class that attracted many on a

weeknight evening throughout the year.
Amongst its mote recent ministers were
Jack Calvin Thomas, Ralph Coppin, John
H Tudor and Royston Bevan. The church
maintained close connections with Coleg
Trefeca and Professor T O Davies and
Professor W P Jones. In the years when
Trefeca was a Theological College,
students from Trefeca often occupied the
pulpit.
This is the church where Revd Brian

Reardon grew up, attending the Sunday
School from about the age of six. In those
days in the 1950’s there were five separate
classes of about fifteen or twenty children
in each class, with enthusiastic teachers
who knew their Bible and theology. Few
however, became members over the
years, and even with its inclusion as part
of the LEP, membership numbers from all
three denominations dwindled so much
that it was difficult to continue a Christian
presence in Talgarth as life returned to a
greater normality after the difficult months
of Covid-19. We suspect, but regret that
Bethlehem won’t be the only church to
close as church services resume across
Wales in the autumn. 

Brian Reardon

And then there were none…
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Revd Nick Bee

We were surprised to find
ourselves standing beside Revd
Nicholas Bee one afternoon in
Aberystwyth last month while
we both sheltered from the rain.
Formerly minister of a group of
Welsh language churches
around Llanafan and Llanilar, he
was ordained more recently by
the Church in Wales and is now
one of their ministers.

On another afternoon in Bala
visiting the Manna Christian
Bookshop in the High Street, we
encountered the evangelistic
parrot. Ann Davies the
Bookshop Manager invited
three young customers to listen
and answer the parrot’s three
questions and answers which
begin with “Do you love Jesus?”
The evangelistic parrot is
bilingual and has been an
added attraction and
evangelistic aid to Ann in recent
months since the shop
reopened following Covid
restrictions. Visitors will find a
warm welcome in the Christian
Bookshop at 53 High Street and
in all likelihood an invitation to

sit and have a cup of tea, and
perhaps even the opportunity to
feed the parrot who enjoys a
biscuit!

(The shop is selling a variety
of similar parrots – enquiries
01678 521575)

Pray for Afghanistan
O God of mercy and of peace,
We hold before you the peoples of Afghanistan.
Be living bread to those who are hungry each day
Be healing and wholeness to those who have no access to
health care amidst the ravages of pandemic
Be their true home to all who have been displaced
Be open arms of loving acceptance to those who fear because of
their gender, ethnicity, religious or political views
Be peace to those engaged in armed conflict and those who live
within its shadow.
Turn our hearts and minds to your ways of just and gentle peace,
Open our eyes to see you in all acts of compassionate care
Strengthen our hearts to step out in solidarity with your suffering
people and hold us all in your unfailing love.
We pray in the name of Jesus Christ, who emptied himself of all
but love in order to bring life in all its fullness.
Amen

This prayer was written by Ramani Leathard, Christian Aid’s
Head of Region for South East Asia and Afghanistan.

We have, for many years held
our Anniversary Service at
Sychnant on the last Sunday
in July. Sychnant is situated in
the heart of the country in
Mid-Wales. It is between
Llanidloes and Rhayader on
the B4518. 
As a church we had

discussions because of the
Covid situation as to whether
or not we should hold the
Anniversary this year. Of
course last year, for the first
time, we had to cancel the
event. Also this year it was
tinged with sadness at the loss
of two of our elders since our
last Anniversary, namely Mrs.
Dilys Evans and Mr. Gwynfryn
Evans. Gwynfryn always
arranged the musical side of
the Anniversary. Tributes were
given to both. We also decided
this year, owing to the
numbers that we would have
to hold an outdoor event. 

On 25th July, about fifty
members and friends turned
up with their own chairs on a
beautiful sunny Sunday
afternoon. After the service we
all enjoyed wonderful
fellowship and food which
each one had brought with
them. The ladies of the church
provided a cup of tea. 
This year, our President was

Revd Gareth Evans of Cardiff,
former Minister of Ararat
Baptist Church, Whitchurch,
Cardiff. Gareth was brought up
in Pantydwr and had attended
Sychnant when he was a boy.
As part of the service Gareth
gave a short address and
musical items and readings
were contributed by different
age groups. It was a blessing
to meet up with friends which
we had not seen since the
beginning of the Pandemic
and there was so much news
to catch up on. 

THE CHURCHES
FROM 

Sychnant Presbyterian Church, Pantydwr

Christian
Bookshop,
Bala

Out and About


