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Highlights of the General Assembly of the Presbyterian Church of Wales 2021

 "My grace is sufficient for you, for my power is made perfect in weakness."
2 Corinthiaid 12:9

After giving thanks for the
privilege of serving for more than
two years, and thanking all the
staff and trustees for their willing
co-operation, the Moderator
turned to the words of his theme –
“My grace is sufficient for you,
for my power is made perfect in
weakness” 2 Corinthians 12:9.
We were invited to consider our
weaknesses, acknowledging the
physical, the mental, and the spiritual. Some enjoy complaining about this
that and the other, forgetting that it is better to light a candle than to
complain about the darkness! Some judge others and forget the words of
Jesus – “Do not judge, or you too will be judged”.  Some are over anxious
and unable to step forward in faith.  He listed the weaknesses of our
denomination mentioning an inward looking ‘chapelitis’, a tendency to talk
more than to do; he also referred to the fear of change, that has led to the
closure of many chapels  which could have adapted.  The good news is that
God can transform us but we must be open to him and ‘in Christ’, receive
his love - for all things are possible in Him.  His grace never condemns but
assists ; this is a generous gift that we can never earn. Let us move forward
fully convinced that  His grace is sufficient for us, yesterday, today and
forever!



The Revd. T Evan Morgan  was born and raised on a
farm on the outskirts of North London. The third
generation of London Welsh people; his family hailed
from Carmarthenshire.
He was brought up in our Welsh Church in Wood Green
in the London Presbytery.
He felt the call to the Ministry in his teenage years and
offered himself as a candidate at the age of 18. He
graduated in Divinity at Aberystywyth. In 1989, he
accepted the call to serve as Minister in the Machynlleth
Pastorate consisting of six churches, later seven. In 1999, he accepted the call
to be the Minister at Salem, Canton and Bethel, Rhiwbina Cardiff. He was
elected Moderator of the Association in the South for 2018-19.

2022-2024 Modurator:
The Revd. Nan Powell-Davies

Communion and Commemoration Service

During the Communion and Commemoration Service the Revd. Elwyn Richards
drew attention to the Letter to the Romans (1: 8-17) emphasising that the Apostle
Paul there expresses:
• Thanksgiving - for the church in Rome.
• Desire - to share fellowship in the gospel with the believers.
• Longing - to see the mission of the church continue to grow among them.
He said that all the elements of the gospel are present at the communion table and
that it was very fitting, after such challenging months, to come to the table during
the General Assembly. In giving thanks for the church the Apostle Paul is filled
with wonder that the power of the resurrection has now been released and that the
Spirit is at work. The gospel had reached the capital of the Empire. God, said the
Revd. Elwyn Richards, is still at work and that was evident in the lives of those
who would be commemorated during the service. He then went on to emphasise
that the fellowship of believers, is a fellowship in Christ, and that there is an
earthly and an eternal aspect to this fellowship. Finally, he underlined the
necessity for the church's mission to present the faith in a meaningful and relevant
way while holding on to the conviction that God is the foundation and anchor of
our lives.



Dementia is a major public health
issue in Wales. There are 850,000
people living with dementia in the
UK. This year 225,000 will develop
dementia - that’s one person every 3
minutes. Most of us will know
someone - family, friends or
neighbours – who are living with
dementia.

Dementia is caused by diseases of
the brain and the term dementia
covers a range of different
symptoms. It affects people in
different ways and as well as
memory problems it can cause
confusion and difficulty concentrating. Lots of everyday tasks can also become
more difficult.

 GOLUD aims to work with churches to support the spiritual well-being of
individuals who are living with dementia, to help them to hold fast to the things
that are precious in the life of a Christian – reading God’s word, worship, praying
and belonging to the church fellowship.

We hope to raise awareness of dementia by providing Dementia Friends Sessions
and Dementia Champions Training (Alzheimer’s Society). Another element of the
3 year scheme is providing guidelines and information on good practice strategies
to encourage a dementia-supportive environment within the church. Also it aims to
provide information on practical and supportive activities within the church’s local
community ,which promote the well-being of individuals living with dementia and
their carers, such as a memory garden and café.

Carys Davies

Linc to the GOLUD launch film:
https://youtu.be/qvMmScSGexk



‘Justice is at the heart of the Gospel, and climate justice is also about social justice
in our world. We recognize that the deepest impacts of climate change are affecting
the world's poorest countries and communities. By standing up to the injustice of
climate, and taking responsibility for ourselves, we as a Church, and as a whole
creation, praise and glorify God our creator.’

The above is a quotation taken from the PCW Policy on the Environment. It is no
co-incident that we – as a church – this year, launched our annual Christian Aid
appeal, for 2022, namely ‘Climate Justice.’ At the beginning of the year we will be
taking a look at examples of how climate changes have affected Kenya. and then
by September, we will be looking at Haiti. The title of our appeal is ‘Seeds of
Hope.’

When Christian Aid’s new strategy was launched in Cardiff in April 2019,
emphasis was placed on 3 main aims: Giving, Responding and Praying. Our aim in
2022, is to set a target of £250,000 for our appeal. This response by us as a whole
Connexion, presbyteries, churches and us as individuals, will be the means of
putting our Environmental Policy into action.

We will also be sharing resources for worship, encouraging you to pray. We hope
there will also be opportunities for us to share fellowship through Bible study – by
means of the Christian Aid, ‘Just Scripture Plan – with other communities and
churches world-wide.

We look forward with enthusiasm to our Appeal and wish you all well with your
preparations.

The Revd. Nan Wyn Powell Davies



Rev Aneurin Owen was sincerely thanked for his work as Chair of the Department
and Dr Eryl Wynn Davies was welcomed as his successor. Two new members were
welcomed: Rev Trefor Lewis (Chair of the Trefeca Department) and Mr Rhys Bebb
Jones (Training Co-ordinator in South Wales). A meeting will be held between the
Welsh Ecumenical partners to discuss formal joint Training. Dr Eryl W. Davies and
the Reverends Bryn Williams, Andras Iago and Nan Powell-Davies were named as
our representatives. Two new Candidates were accepted namely Corey Hampton
and Rebecca Lalbiaksangi. It was confirmed that Emyr Williams and Ian Hayward
were eligible for ordination upon receiving a call.

The Revd. Brian Huw Jones

The beginning of March saw the launch of
Cenn@d, a new weekly Welsh
interdenominational publication, in co-operation
with the Baptist Union of Wales. Cenn@d, which
translates as ‘the Messenger’, is mainly a digital
publication  and is uploaded onto its own website
(https://www.cennad.cymru/), as a free resource;
it also has a Facebook page
(https://www.facebook.com/CennadCymru) and
a Twitter account (@CennadCymru). Although,
it was with sadness that we witnessed the demise
of the Goleuad, with its long history, the new
publication has been well received.

The Treasury, under the editorship of the Rev.
Iain Hodgins, continues to be published monthly,
with varied and lively content. It also has a
Facebook page
https://www.facebook.com/TheTreasuryPCW/
and a blog
https://www.ebcpcw.cymru/en/treasury-blog/

Marian Beech Hughes



It is heartening to report that even during the
pandemic, the Women have managed several
‘firsts,’ for which we thank God.

Firstly, we held our mission rallies virtually this
year and managed to raise £26,183 towards our
mission projects. We virtually launched our new
Theme and theme resource book. Our theme this
year is John 10:11, “I am the good shepherd the
good shepherd lays down his life for the
sheep.”Nearly 1,000 copies have been distributed –
400 more than last time.

Another first was holding bible studies on zoom –
bringing together women from across Wales, as
well as friends from Scotland, London and even the
Netherlands. We had all ages joining us too – from a
‘super nain’ of 94 to young mums, who could join us after the kids were in bed!

Finally, we’re really glad to be taking the lead with a brand new project , known as
GOLUD, to support those in our congregations living with dementia along with their
carers.

Sarah Morris

We are very grateful to the members of our Youth and Children’s team who have
worked extremely hard over the last 18 months, maintaining their outreach to
children and youth, in order to present them with the gospel of Jesus Christ.  We
are particularly thankful to Lowri Mitton, Owain Davies and Jack Newbould, who
have since moved onto pastures new, for their valuabe service to PCW.  We wish
God’s blessing upon this new chapter in their ministries.  We are also thankful for
the efforts of our team in re-connecting with their children and youth over the
summer.  We pray that the Lord would help them as they seek to re-establish their
regular ministries in the Autumn.

Andrew Settatree



All College activities were cancelled from
March 2020 onwards, due to the
pandemic. All College staff, with the
exception of  Dr. Owain Edwards, were on
flexible Furlough until 30 September
2021. Staff were periodically called to
work. Some rooms were painted, two
bedrooms were adapted for use as family
bedrooms and some new carpets were
laid.  The Children and Youth Sub-
Committee workers, met regularly during this summer, to plan for recommencing
course-work at the College and beyond.  Following grant of permission to re-
open residential centres, two one-day courses were arranged on 27 July and 12
August. Souled Out was arranged online on 15 August.

Hywel Davies

Despite closing due to Covid, the Coleg
Trefeca site has been maintained and
some repairs have taken place, notably
the refurbishment of Defynnog Room
which has been redecorated and carpeted.
Over the summer, the centre introduced a
£40 a night scheme for ‘bubbles’ which
has proved popular.

The officers and Trustees responded to the recommendations of the review panel, by
holding a Forward Planning Day on 22nd July 2021, with Departments and
Committees, local churches, and presbyteries, represented; the Trustees hope to
produce an improved development plan.

The name of the centre has been changed to ‘Coleg Trefeca Christian Conference
and Retreat Centre’ and Rhys Bebb Jones was appointed as Trefeca Development
Officer. He began his work in March this year.

Ian Hayward



Due to the sad passing  and huge loss of Professor John Gwynfor Jones, the 2020
edition of the ‘The Yearly Journal of the Historical Society’, was  not published
until early 2021. The 2021 edition is currently work in progress. The condition of
memorial plaques and statues of relevant historic significance to the Connexion,
continues to be reviewed. We are in full support  of discussion pertaining to the
development of the service provided at Trefeca, particularly that of the display of
religious artefacts kept there and of the recording of relevant historical detail
online. We encourage local churches to take particular care of the minutes of old
meetings and any documentation of historic significance - especially when
churches close - ensuring that these are forwarded to the Connexion archive - the
Reliquary -  at the National Library Of Wales.

The History Lecture this year, was delivered by Professor Iwan Rhys Morus,
UCW Aberystwyth, his subject  being ‘Y Pêr Wyddonydd’ /  ‘The Sweet
Scientist’. He provided for us a rare and important  insight to the hymn-writer
Williams of Pantycelyn. We tend to think of Williams the ‘Pêr Ganiedydd’ /
the‘Sweet Singer’ of Wales’, in terms of his best loved hymns. However, this
lecture brought to our attention, the man who also kept abreast with the
innovative scientific developments of his day. In his lengthy poem ‘Golwg ar
Deyrnas Crist’ / ‘A View of  Christ’s Kingdom,’ he uses detailed footnotes,
referring to the scientific theories of his day. He thus ensures that the work of
those respective scientists, is seen solely in the context of his praise of God’s
almighty work.

Dr Rhidian Griffiths

https://www.facebook.com/EBCPCW

https://www.ebcpcw.cymru/en/ https://twitter.com/EBC_PCW
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