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EBBW VALE  We were able to 
hold our Harvest Thanksgiving 
Celebrations this year, but in a 
different format due to the 
covid-19 restrictions. A café-style 
service was held in the Top Vestry, 
led by Pauline Garrett, who 
reminded us that our harvest field 
today is not a physical one but is 
made up of the thousands of 

people in our community who 
need to hear the good news of 
Jesus. We are called to be God’s 
hands and feet in spreading the 
Gospel message. 


Instead of the usual display of 
fruit and vegetables, the 
congregation were asked to bring 
gifts of dried food which were 

IN THE HARVEST WE 
ARE SHARING
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passed to Peter and Sue Rowe 
after the celebrations so that 
they may be distributed to needy 
families in the community. We 
are grateful to everyone who 
contributed towards the success 
of our Harvest celebrations –
twenty bags of food were 
distributed.


BURRY GREEN  Harvest this 
year was held early in September 
while everyone still had flowers 
and vegetables in their gardens. 
Every year someone says ’Let’s 
keep it simple,’ but this year 
again we had far more to put out 
than we could ever have 
expected – from bales of hay to 
potatoes. 


Revd Paul Kirby took a delivery 
of flowers during the service and 

spoke on ‘Say it with flowers’. 
Flowers come with various 
messages: With love, Get well, 
Happy birthday, 
Congratulations, and we worked 
through the message of the Bible 
from God’s love in creating us to 
our new birth and gift of eternal 
life as we trust in Jesus.


 As we sang that Sunday, Thank 
the Lord, oh thank the Lord for all 
His love’.


JENNY NELMES  My husband, 
Bruce, a former missionary to 
Mizoram, India, was privileged 
to have a school named after him 
in BAKORMA, India.

 The school serves children of 
the DIMASI tribe. Under the 
aegis of the HAFLONG church, a 
mission minded church, and 

Masked and ready for action. 
The ladies  prepare to deliver 

hotpot and apple pie to the 
housebound of Northop Hall
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working in partnership with it, I 
have been raising monies to 
improve facilities and teaching 
materials for the pupils of the 
school. Built in a clearing in the 
jungle and made from jungle 
materials, the school is very 
different to those in Britain. A lack 
of toilets and earth floors were the 
first areas to be successfully 
addressed. However, the building 
has no electricity, running  water, 
computers or internet, while 
books and other teaching 
materials are scarce.


My fundraising focuses on 
encouraging donations to support 
the children’s’ education  and the 
sale of home crafted sewn or  
quilted items. Some are currently 
on exhibition and available for 
viewing and purchase at 
Gartholwg Adult Education 
Centre, Church Village, 
Pontypridd.


In the run up to Christmas, some 
items (starting from under £5) 
may be viewed on Jenny Nelmes 
FACEBOOK page which is 
regularly updated.


Of particular interest to readers of 
the Treasury may be a hand 
crafted quilted Nativity Advent 
Calendar containing child- 

friendly readings of the story of 
Jesus birth in each pocket (and 
there is still plenty of space for 
sweets!)


A lovely Christian gift for the 
youngest members of your family, 
it is available from Jenny Nelmes 
Tel: 02920 902510 or by e- mail at 
jennynelmes@ hotmail.com. This 
future family heirloom, only three 
of which are available during 
2021, is priced at £25 plus postage.

 

The other way in which you could 
support the school is through your 
prayers in support of the 
education and Christian witness 
to the children attending the 
school.


THE COLNEY FAMILY IN 
INDIA We have recently heard 
from John that Kima and Mali 
have developed Covid-19 and the 
family have therefore had to isolate 
in Bilkhawthlir. However the latest 
report is that both children are now 
feeling much better and are 
recovering. On a more encouraging 
note Sang Sang has had her first 
term test results from her new 
school and she passed with 
distinction. 


Burry Green in bloom . 
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In keeping with the unusual times 
that the whole world has 
witnessed over the last eighteen 
months, a hybrid Assembly met on 
20th and 21st September to 
conduct essential business and to 
install Revd Evan Morgan as 
Moderator for 2021-2022. Warm 
tributes were paid to Revd Marcus 
Robinson for his wise guidance of 
the Church and its affairs during 
an unprecedented period that 
involved him serving for an extra 
year at the helm. The work of the 
Trustees, General Secretary and 
Office staff was also recognised. 
Despite the Covid hiatus, the 
Assembly managed to produce 
eighteen pages of Actions to be 
developed or implemented in the 
coming twelve months.


The majority of attendees did so 
on line, but a further twenty-two 
others - mainly Officers and 
Officials attended in person at 
Seilo Chapel, Caernarfon - home 
to the largest membership in the 

Connexion. Their modern and 
very large suite of buildings 
includes a theatre, all situated just 
off the main thoroughfare of one 
of the best known of Welsh towns.


The two most far reaching actions 
of this year's Assembly were the 
launch of Golud - the creation of a 
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dementia friendly church, and the 
establishment of an 
Environmental Policy that 
included the resolution to 
disinvest in companies that are 
causing a negative impact on the 
climate before the end of this year.


The Assembly is the occasion 
when the review of stipends and 
salaries is confirmed, and an 
increase of 1.5% was announced 
for all ministers and employees. 
Sadly the past year has seen a 
much larger decrease in 
membership than might have 
been the case in more normal 

times. It was explained that the 
outcome had resulted in a 
reduction of 6%. Accordingly, it 
is necessary to increase the 
Connexional Contribution by 4% 
next year. In the Association in 
the East this is likely to result in 
a levy of £226 for churches in a 
pastorate, and £204 for those not 
served by a minister at present. 
All churches should have 
received a 25% reduction in the 
levy during 2021 in recognition 
of the difficulties they may have 
faced with reduced offerings and 
income, and treasurers will have 
noticed a credit on their church's 
bank statement around 20th 
June 2021.


The Annual Davies Lecture and 
Historical Society Lecture were 
interspersed amongst the 
proceedings. Notice was given of 
the 2022 Meetings that are 
scheduled to take place 5th - 7th 
September in Salem CM Church, 
Canton, Cardiff when Revd Nan 
Wyn Powell Davies will be 
installed as Moderator. 


Evan Morgan; Hwyn Pritchard 
& Dewi Lewis Jones; Eleri 
Mehuish & Hedd Morgan 
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The Davies Lecture 2021

by Revd Eric Jones, Bangor.


I  will attempt to share a few 
words about the content of my 
lecture delivered on 21st 

September at the General 
Assembly held at Seilo 
Caernarfon. Having been a 
chaplain at Ysbyty Gwynedd for 
over thirty years, and having 
visited hospitals for over  forty 
years in my capacity as a 
Presbyterian Minister, I naturally 
shared one or two of my 
experiences. I will never forget 
being called to visit a two year old 
boy who was critically ill and 
waiting to be urgently transferred 
to another hospital, however his 
tearful mother insisted that he 

should be christened first. 
Because he was groaning in such 
pain, I could have baptised him in 
my own tears, however, before the 
service ended, the groaning 
ceased, and within days he 
recovered. The mother was so 
grateful not only to the medical 
staff but also to the chaplain, 
believing that the prayer and 
baptism had contributed 
enormously to his recovery.


Defining Spirituality is so 
important, especially today when 
there is an upsurge in depression, 
suicides, addiction and 
psychological suffering. The 
medical profession underline the 
importance of the harmony 
needed between the body, the 

SPIRITUALITY IN 
A HOSPITAL SETTING



mind and the spirit, which is so 
essential to ensure our wellbeing. 
But where did the word 
Spirituality come from? 


Can you have spirituality without 
theology and a religious faith? Is 
there such is a thing as secular 
spirituality?  What is the origin of 
the word hospital, and what 
definition do we have of health ?


Attempting to give a historical 
perspective, the lecture began by 
asking where did hospitals come 
from and showing what a crucial 
part Christian Spirituality had in 
their origins and development 
here in Wales and throughout the 
world. Nearly all hospitals have 
multi-faith chapels. The stained 
windows, the altar, the cross and 
candles make spirituality visible. 
Here the Bible is read, giving us a 
record of people’s experience of 
God, not forgetting the negative 
experiences displayed during the 
Exile, which are often similar to 
those which are experienced by 
some patients also. The Bible’s 
account of Jesus’  ministry gives 
us an insight into his healing 
powers, and how he touched 
people in body, mind and spirit. 


Since the beginning of the Mission 
Society in 1840, the healing 
ministry was central in the work 
of our missionaries in India, and 

today there are four hospitals 
under the auspices of the 
Presbyterian Church of Wales’s 
daughter church.  Our churches 
recently helped two of these 
hospitals to buy new equipment to 
fight the Covid 19 pandemic. 
Worship and Prayer remain an 
integral part of the hospital’s life 
in India. The Muslim Doctors 
within our north Wales hospitals 
pray five times a  day, but how 
often do we pray?


We rejoice when we see people 
of all faiths working happily 
together within our hospitals. 
We should pray for this co-
operation to be repeated 
throughout the world, making 
it so much safer. However we 
should ask in what way does 
the Christian faith differ from 
other faiths, and how best it 
can help people who are 
suffering and dying. Our hope 
ultimately emanates from the 
resurrection, and that is why 
we have a Gospel to share 
humbly with our friends from 
other faiths, and  even with 
our enemies who oppose our 
faith so vehemently.


There was an enthusiastic 
response to the lecture 
together with a plea for it to be 
published soon. We’ll see what 
can be done!


Spirituality is 
so important, 
especially 
today, when 
there is an 
upsurge in 
depression, 
suicides, 
addiction and 
psychological 
suffering.



ADVERTISEMENT

Trefeca College is pleased to offer Family Holidays over the October Half Term. 
 (25/10/2021 – 31/10/2021).  You and your children are invited to come and enjoy the
Brecon Beacons, with many ‘family friendly’ activities nearby. Or, if you prefer,

stay in the beautiful grounds, where there is plenty of outdoor space for children to
enjoy ball games and to let off some steam. 

 
Room Only accommodation at £40 per night for up to 2 adults and 2 children.

(Exclusive use of the College for your family during half term starts from £140 per
night).  Rooms can be accessed after 3PM on Monday the 25th.   This offer is open to

Ministers, Workers, Elders or Members of the Presbyterian Church of Wales. 
 

All accommodation is en-suite, with a small kitchen area within the
accommodation block with tea and coffee making facilities, microwave, toaster and

use of a BBQ. Free wifi throughout.  Capel Bach is available for private prayer.  
 

From Wednesday the 29th, there will be access to the lounge, TV room, and
Museum / Exhibition. To book a place, please email Mair and Richard

coleg.trefeca@ebcpcw.cymru or call 01874 711423 
 

October Half TermOctober Half Term  
at Trefecaat Trefeca



A  service to mark the 
closure of Capel 
Maesyffynnon, 

Llangybi in August was led by Mr 
Martin Lewis, President of 
Henaduriaeth Ceredigion a 
Gogledd Penfro (Ceredigion and 
North Pembrokeshire 
Presbytery). He welcomed past 
and present members, friends 
and representatives from local 
chapels and the Presbytery to 
the outdoor service which was 
held in front of the chapel due to 
the circumstances in order to 
keep everyone safe. The service 
programme was organised by 
chapel officials with the help of 

Mr Lewis and the Rev. Carwyn 
Arthur, Presbytery Secretary. 
The hymns, reading and prayer 
were delivered by Mr Lewis, with 
the Rev. Roger Ellis Humphreys 
leading the singing.


The Revd Stephen Morgan 
presented the history of 
Maesyffynnon. He portrayed the 
long and rich history of the 
chapel built in 1836 and re-built 
in 1881. His in-depth research 
also referred to the valuable 
contribution made by the Chapel 
to non-conformity in South 
Ceredigion. His research has 
been published as an article (in 

CAPEL MAESYFFYNNON

The chapel at Llangybi
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Welsh) in the September issue of 
Clonc, the local community 
newspaper for the Llanbed / 
Lampeter area. 

At the end of the service, the 
chapel members were thanked 
for their warm welcome. Mrs 
Sally Davies (Treasurer), Mrs 
Mair Spate (Secretary) and Mr 
Eifion Davies were thanked in 
particular for making all the 
arrangements. There was an 
opportunity following the 
service to visit the chapel 
buildings for the last time.

Interviews were conducted in 
Welsh with Mrs Sally Davies and 
Mr Martin Lewis and can be 
viewed on the Clonc360 website 
(clonc.360.wales). 


Mrs Davies stated in her 
interview that the chapel was 
closing for various reasons, 'We 
are eleven members but three of 
those are in old people's home 
and only five of us come here 
regularly.' She explained that 
the Chapel had been closed for 
some time prior to the Covid-19 
pandemic because a crack had 
appeared in the ceiling. They 
had been informed that it was no 
longer safe to use the Chapel 
and would be expensive to 
repair. She referred to the joint 
services they continue to enjoy 
with members of Capel 
Ebeneser, the Congregational 
chapel in Llangybi. They’ll 
continue to enjoy the services at 
Capel Ebeneser and probably 
some of the members from 
Maesyffynnon may join 
Ebeneser whilst others may join 
a chapel in Llanbed / Lampeter. 
It is encouraging to know that 

former members of 
Maesyffynnon will be 
supporting congregations in 
other chapels in the vicinity.


FOR CHURCHES 
CONTEMPLATING NEW 
BANKING ARRANGEMENTS


It may be that in applying to 
open an account with a 
different Bank, church 

treasurers and other officers may 
be asked to prove the charitable 
nature of the chapel by supplying 
a charity number. The following 
statement that has been 
composed by the General 
Secretary may help in explaining 
the charitable status of PCW 
chapels. 


“... Presbyterian Church (or 
Calvinistic Methodist Church), 
….. is an excepted charity and 
therefore does not have a 
registered charity number.  As an 
excepted charity we do not have 
to complete an annual return or 
file our accounts with the Charity 
Commission. 


Other than this requirement an 
excepted charity is subject to the 
same rules and receives the same 
benefits as a registered charity.  
This includes all matters relating 
to Tax and VAT.”


Church 
treasurers and 
other officers 
may be being 
asked to prove 
the charitable 
nature of the 
chapel by 
supplying a 
charity number



There is an increasing 
concern within society at 
large about Dementia and 

awareness about it is much greater 
than it was just a few years ago. As 
people live longer the incidence of 
Dementia increases. All this means 
that Christians are going to 
encounter this range of illnesses 
within their own family circles, 
and inevitably Churches will have 
someone within their 
congregation who has Dementia.


The word Dementia simply refers 
to the loss and breakdown of 
normal cognitive functions. It 
covers a wide range of illnesses, 
the major one being Alzheimer’s 
Disease. Generally Dementia is a 
progressive condition, although in 
a small minority of causes its onset 
is very rapid. Dementia can be 
significantly enhanced by lifestyle. 
This is something that is being 
increasingly recognized in 
treatments and prevention 

strategies, but the onset is 
normally due to illness and 
chemical imbalances in the brain.


Many families and caregivers have 
to live with Dementia. It is a 
demanding and challenging 
prospect, but with the right 
support and relevant strategies it 
is possible to live with Dementia.


The Beginnings of Dementia

Not all confusion is due to 
Dementia, but one of the early 
signs of the disease is periods of 
confusion and disorientation. 
When the condition begins to 
show itself there will be several 
other signs that accompany the 
confusion. These signs will 
evidence a general loss of mental 
function which will include 
changes in ability to perform 
familiar tasks and handle normal 
living, problems with problem-
solving, unusual behaviour and 
increasing difficulty with language 

GOLUD 2021: LIVING 
WITH DEMENTIA



and communication skills, 
reduced awareness and 
relationship to time and place and 
person, loss of short-term memory 
(which is not due to stress or other 
identifiable causes), poor or 
decreased judgement and loss of 
initiative, increasing repetition, 
misplacing things, slowness in 
grasping new ideas  and activities, 
and a greater degree of anxiety and 
agitation. Some of these things will 
occur independently and are 
associated with ageing and other 
conditions. But it is the 
combination of a number of these 
factors, not the presence of all of 
this long list, that indicate a 
problem is developing. Often those 
with developing Dementia will 
also experience depression, and it 
is important to deal with that 
separately from the Dementia.


Early diagnosis is very important. 
General Practitioners are 
increasingly aware of the 
condition and are able to make 
good assessments. Where there is 
cause for concern there will be an 
onward referral to a specialist. 
Although there is no effective 
treatment that will cure Dementia 
at the present time, there are some 
drugs that can inhibit its 

development. Alongside any 
specific treatment it is vital to 
develop strategies to be able to 
cope with the progression that will 
take place. Sadly it has to be stated 
that both quality of diagnostic 
procedures and support 
mechanisms vary widely across 
the country. 


For the individual sufferer the 
onset of the condition is a mixture 
of frustration, disappointment and 
fearful changes. Fear of what may 
be coming is a very real experience 
and needs to be addressed. For 
Christian people the first source of 
strength is always the Scriptures. 
The onset of Dementia does not 
mean that spiritual capacities have 
died. The opposite is the case. This 
may be illustrated by a multitude 
of anecdotes. But there are also 
Biblical encouragements as well. 
The story in Luke 1v39-45 of the 
unborn John the Baptist in 
Elizabeth’s womb shows a 
wonderful truth. Though the 
intellectual capacity and life 
experience of the foetus was 
limited, yet the Holy Spirit could 
evoke a response from him. 
Speaking more theologically the 
truth of the witness of the Spirit in 
the believer is understood by 
many, including Charles Hodge 
and Herman Bavinck, to include 
direct promptings to the soul. 


Having said the above the greatest 
comfort has to be that all of life is 
under the control of an all-wise 
Lord who only allows what is best 
for us (Psalm 139v16). The decay of 
the mind, as with the body, is a 
part of our normal experience in 
life - Ecclesiastes 12v1-5 & 2 
Corinthians 4v16-18, and these are 
equally known to the Lord with 
our sorrows - Psalm 56:8. There 
are many other passages that will 
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comfort and encourage the 
sufferer.


Be Informed

The first aspect of coping with this 
condition, both for those with the 
disease, caregivers and family, and 
the local church, is to be well 
informed. There is a great deal of 
information on the Internet 
especially from the Alzheimer’s 
Disease Society and AgeUK. In 
addition there are usually local 
support groups, and these are 
listed in the telephone directory. 
Some Christian organisations, like 
Pilgrims’ Friend Society (formerly 
Pilgrim Homes), will also help and 
give advice and direction. There 
are an increasing number of good 
books written from a Christian 
perspective, although the number 
who are thoroughly biblical as well 
technically accurate are still very 
few. The best three in my view are 
“Dementia from the Inside” by Dr 
Jennifer Bute, “Dementia: Frank 
and Linda’s Story” by Louise 
Morse, and “Could It Be 
Dementia?” by Louise Morse. All 
three are available on the Pilgrim’s 
friend Society’s website and from 
good Christian bookshops.


For the carer and family there are 
a number of things that may be 

done. First and foremost everyone 
should remember that the person 
involved is the same person, no 
matter how they may behave at 
times. Personal names and history 
are very important and may 
become useful triggers to help 
recall normality at times of 
confusion. Affection continuing to 
be shown maintains a link to 
reality. Dementia is not contagious 
and those with the condition 
should not be treated with fear or 
dread - their own fears are enough 
for them to cope with. Humour, 
respect and compassionate 
interest are essential. There are 
many other strategies to develop 
and help can be found in the books 
and from the organisations 
mentioned. One other major thing 
to consider is to develop a routine 
as early as possible and ensure that 
within that routine the caregiver 
has personal space and 
opportunity to have free time. It 
must always be remembered that 
Dementia is a progressive 
condition, and that inevitably the 
person with the disease will 
deteriorate. Support is a long-term 
issue.


The local Church should be 
involved and should be developing 
support mechanisms as well. 

Christine Hodgins, Carys 
Davies and Sarah Morris who 

are helping to deliver Golud
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Many sufferers go through a period 
of denial, and they may well reject 
the early diagnosis and resist 
attempts to introduce routines. 
Caring pastoral input should be 
provided to overcome this problem. 
Pastors and Church leaders should 
ensure that they are properly 
informed and able to give the 
pastoral support that is vital for 
both the person with Dementia and 
the caregiver. Awareness of the 
services available in the area and of 
the challenges that will need to be 
faced should be known to them. 
Feelings of anger and guilt will arise, 
as will a wide range of other 
emotions. These must be addressed 
with compassion and 
understanding. Churches may well 
consider a training day with a 
Christian organisation such as 
Pilgrims’ Friend Society, who 
provide very high-quality training.


Spiritual Care

Spiritual care and support is as 
important as practical care. 
Congregations need to be taught to 
be tolerant of people who have 
Dementia and whose behaviour can 
at times be unusual and disruptive. 
The day will, of course, come when 
it is no longer possible for the 
person with Dementia, and sadly 
often the carer, to attend services. 
Spiritual care has then to be 
provided in the home. 


It is important that those with 
Dementia are constantly reminded 
of Scripture and spiritual realities, 
whether in church or at home. This 
should not be done in a lecturing or 
instructing way but in fellowship 
and conversation. Reading the 
Scriptures during a visit is an 

invaluable ministry both to the one 
with Dementia and the caregiver, It 
is a good thing to sing hymns and 
songs the person would know, and 
to read Bible passages that are 
familiar. So often there will be a 
response, because whatever the 
state of the mind a true believer has 
spiritual life which will respond to 
truth. Don’t forget that care and 
fellowship is with both the person 
with Dementia and the caregiver.


In conversation and reading and 
prayer look often to heaven. This is 
not an escape route to avoid talking 
about the disease and the difficulties 
of life or sharing together about the 
past and experiences of life and 
grace, but to address the great 
reality for all believers. There is no 
Dementia in glory, no burdens of 
caring. Blessed rest, and peace of 
heart and mind, mark that 
wonderful state, and it is a 
privilege to often meditate on 
these things. For the caregiver 
contemplating the precious 
promises of grace and strength 
that the Lord has given will 
strengthen their faith and 
resolve. 


In all these things we must 
remember that He is 
wondrously able “to make all 
grace abound to you, so that in 
all things, at all times, having 
all that you need, you will 
abound in every good work.” (2 
Corinthians 9v8)  


Roger Hitchings is a member at 
Swindon Evangelical Church 
and advises on Dementia to 
Pilgrim Homes

It is important 
that those 
with 
Dementia are 
constantly 
reminded of 
Scripture and 
spiritual 
realities, 
whether in 
church or at 
home. in 
fellowship 
and 
conversation
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Saigon, 30th April 1975. The 
Peoples Army of Vietnam 
and the Viet Cong had finally 

taken the capital of South 
Vietnam and raised their flag over 
the presidential palace. Surprised 
by the speed with which Saigon 
had fallen, the Americans began 
Operation Frequent Wind, the 
evacuation of almost all the 
American civilian and military 
personnel in Saigon, along with 
tens of thousands of South 
Vietnamese civilians who had 
been associated with the Republic 
of Vietnam. What followed was 
the largest helicopter evacuation 
in history.


Among the photos behind the 
human stories of the evacuation 
of the city, perhaps the most 
famous is the one published 
above. It shows a Vietnamese 
mother seeing her 11-year-old 
daughter off at Tan Son Nhut Air 
Base. The daughter, who is both 
Vietnamese and American, is 
being sent to live with her ex-GI 
father. This is, for the mother, an 
ultimate sacrifice: to send her 
child away to America in order to 
give the child a better life.


This picture motivated Alain 
Boublil and Claude-Michel 
Schönberg to write the musical 
Miss Saigon. But it also prompted 
them to further investigate the PHOTO: 
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last days and aftermath of the 
Vietnam War. Alain Boublil  said 
“The pain of being torn apart and 
the fracture of the maternal bond 
must always be a presence in the 
depths of this woman’s heart. 
What we felt for this girl and her 
mother has always moved us 
deeply, both as fathers and as the 
children we once were. This 
Vietnamese woman, her face 
frozen in pain, knew that finding 
the child’s father marked the end 
of her life with her daughter and 
that this moment at the departure 
gate was the end. The girl’s 
scream is the most potent 
condemnation of the horror of 
that war – of all wars.”


This photo could have been taken 
today in Afghanistan. It is of 
course surely impossible that 
such a photo of such an 
evacuation could ever be taken 
here. We do not do revolutions. 
But as we know only too well, they 
do revolutions in Asia. Oh yes - 
ask the Taliban, or the Islamic 
group, Abu Sayyaf, in their 
southern stronghold in the 
Philippines.


In our home in Navatos, Leslie 
and I have sometimes talked 
about what we would do if the 
Islamic insurgents in Mindanao 
moved north and overran Manila. 
If that were ever to happen, then 
Leslie – and myself if I had the 
bad timing to be there – would 
somehow find our way to the 
British Embassy in McKinlay, a 
fortified building with happy 
memories for us. We would take 
our marriage certificate and 
passports and hope the British 
Embassy would find a way to get 
us out of Manila. But then what of 
our adopted daughter Isolde? It 
does not bear thinking about. 
Would she be allowed out with us? 

And what of the rest of the 
family? We would be leaving them 
behind. Would a press 
photographer take a photo of 
Isolde’s outstretched hand, her 
face in tears, as she tried to touch 
her granny one last time through 
the gates of the old Clark Air 
Force base?


For us, we hope it will never 
happen. But recent events have 
slightly dented my confidence in 
the ability of any Western 
government to get all their people 
out safely in time.


So much in Afghanistan is 
uncertain. Kabul is now in the 
hands of a new government. 
History suggests the Taliban may 
not be kind to those left behind 
who served the British or 
American staff working in their 
Embassies. So what happens now 
to the secretaries, the drivers, the 
translators and indeed the 
friends of Embassy personnel 
they have come to know? 
Friends separated for who 
knows how long; sacrifices 
beyond our imagination made. 
The Fall of Saigon all over again. 
History repeats itself; first as 
tragedy then as farce.


We forget that once upon a time 
in the mists of ancient history, 
it was Israel who were the 
invaders. Perhaps, in the words 
of a prayer by George Macleod, 
even today we are too tribal. 
Under their leader Joshua, 
Moses’ successor, the Israelites 
crossed the river Jordan and set 
their sights on Jericho. 
Brutality will soon be witnessed 
in Jericho at the hands of the 
invading Israelite army. Indeed, 
what follows has become a cute 
Sunday School story, with the 
trumpeters marching around 

Leslie and I have 
sometimes 
talked about 
what we would 
do if the Islamic 
insurgents in 
Mindanao 
moved north 
and overran 
Manila



the city walls before they tumbled 
to the sound. Much nicer than a 
Russian-made AK-44 pointing at 
your head or an IED exploding 
under your car or being 
frogmarched to a public square 
and shot. The result is the same: 
utter devastation and loss of life.


But strip away the inevitable 
bloodshed and you have in Joshua 
a story of a woman risking her life, 
putting everything on the line - 
family, friends, home - to help 
Israel overcome the Canaanites. 
There was no guarantee that for 
her there would be a new life, no 
guarantee indeed that inside the 
city that had been her home that 
she would not be found out and 
killed  before Jericho could be 
taken. At least we can put a name 
to the face: the woman’s name was 
Rahab. Rahab could qualify as 
Miss Jericho: she and her family 
were poor and ran a tavern right 
outside of Jericho’s walls. 
Sheltering Israelite spies before 
the onslaught, she told them how 
the citizens of Jericho had been 
fearful of the Israelites ever since 
the Egyptians were defeated 
during the Red Sea saga. She 
agreed to help the spies escape – 
and this is the key point: only if 
she and her family were spared in 

the upcoming battle. We know 
what happened next. The 
Israelites crossed the Jordan into 
Canaan and attacked the city of 
Jericho. The city was destroyed, 
with only Rahab and her family 
spared. Ultimately, our Miss 
Jericho married Salmon, an 
Israelite from the tribe of Judah. 
Her son was Boaz, the husband of 
Ruth. Joseph, the earthly father of 
Jesus, is her direct descendant.


Rahab was not a likely candidate 
for a hero of the faith. She was a 
prostitute in a corrupt, pagan city. 
Spiritually, Rahab was not in an 
ideal circumstance to come to 
faith in God. However, Rahab had 
heard that Israelites were God’s 
chosen people. Her actions to 
save the spies and align with God’s 
people saved her and her 
family. Crucially, she had escaped. 
For her, it was a happy ending. 
But what of those friends she left 
behind? There was no time for 
tears. No time for hugs or 
farewells. But for Miss Jericho, 
before dawn broke there would be 
a new beginning. The story of the 
modern world is the story of Miss 
Jericho, repeated again and again. 
Cities invaded, people escaping, 
friends left behind; tears shed and 
hurried farewells in the darkness. 



No time to pack or look back; a 
hurried escape to  a new home. 


The second photograph was taken 
just a few days before Kabul fell to 
the Taliban. Innocent civilians just 
like Rahab, they are desperate to 
escape the chaos that will surely 
follow. Here they are queuing with 
their meagre possessions to board 
a bus at a refugee camp outside 
Kabul to take them to safety and a 
new life. They have left their 
homes in the provinces already, 
once, perhaps twice. There is 
clearly not room for everyone on 
the bus. There never is. And now 
where will they go? Is anywhere 
safe in the new Afghanistan?


Look at the young woman in the 
centre of the photo. Is she alone? It 
is difficult to tell. The boy next to 
her might be a younger brother. 
But that is all. What do you see in 
her face? Anxiety? Hope? Or just 
weariness, tired of running, tired 
of escaping, tired of being someone 
without a home? What is she 
thinking? Memories of those she 

has had to leave behind, of family 
members in her own village who 
did not get away or chose not to 
flee? It is the face of Miss 
Afghanistan. It is the face of 
Rahab. For Rahab too would find 
herself without a home leaving 
friends behind in Jericho, friends 
she knew she would never see 
again and a beloved home city that 
would be destroyed. We must 
share her story and that of 
countless others, especially the 
women whose hopes of education 
and jobs are at the mercy of the 
Taliban. Will we welcome her to 
our shores? Will you offer her a 
room in your home?

 

So remember this woman. She is 
you. She is me. Miss Afghanistan. 
To simply survive, she has endured 
so much, risked so much. She 
needs your prayers. Keep faith in 
her story. Her journey has only just 
begun.


Revd Michael Ward
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Lockdown! The last year 
has been a little bit like 
the period between 

Christmas and New Year when 
you just don’t know which day of 
the week it is and every day is the 
same.  So, thank goodness for 
Sunday – it was the one point of 
the week when I knew what day 
it was!


I can honestly say that I had not 
heard of Zoom last March, and 
by today, it’s as much a part of my 
life as my phone and laptop.

Weekly, at Sunday School, we 
had the pleasure of the company 
of Revd Richard Brunt, who was 
able to join our Sunday School at 
Ealing, as well as Clapham at 
11.30am.  It was a great 

opportunity for him to get to 
know the families better, an 
opportunity not usually afforded 
as we leave the service after the 
first hymn to go out to the hall. 
Our Zoom Sunday School was a 
great success, and we even added 
to our number during the year.  
Of course, we enjoyed the benefit 
of not competing with football, 
gymnastics or any other 
distractions that prevent 
families coming to church. We 
used the weekly Kids Club 
resources prepared by Nia 
Williams and others, and we are 
indebted to the team for their 
work throughout the lockdown 
period. The weekly pack lent 
itself well to the Zoom format, 
using online Bible story videos, 

MY LOCKDOWN SUNDAY
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We used the 
weekly Kids 
Club 
resources 
prepared by 
Nia Williams 
and others, 
and we are 
indebted to 
the team for 
their work 
throughout 
the 
lockdown 
period. 

songs and games that were easily 
adapted to an online style.  As well 
as joining from home, families 
joined from grandparent’s houses, 
beach huts, and even a London 
bus!


One of the difficulties here in 
London is bringing our Sunday 
Schools together due to logistics, 
and the length of time it takes to 
travel across London, especially 
on a Sunday.  It can take upwards 
of two hours to get from Clapham 
to Cockfosters for example.  This 
means that there are limited 
opportunities to bring our 
children and youth together.  We 
had four very successful joint 
services, and we thank Nia 
Williams and Miriam and Marcus 
Watling for preparing, engaging 
and fun family services. 


We are fortunate in London to 
have some professional singers in 
the congregation, and I had many 
recording sessions with Huw 
Rhys Evans, who sings for the 
ENO, accompanied by Dr Mair 
Beetham on the organ to record 

hymns to use on Sunday evening 
Zoom services. Later in the year, 
we had a recording session with 
Moyra Gearney, who used to 
sing with the BBC choir, in 
preparation for our hybrid 
Gymanfa to celebrate 125 years 
of the cause in Clapham.  
Unfortunately, rising Covid 
numbers put a stop to the 
celebrations, but we added to 
our bank of hymns none the less!  
Who thought at the start of 2020 
that Seion, Ealing Green would 
have a You Tube channel!


One of the hymns we recorded at 
Clapham was written by the late 
Revd Geoffrey Davies, who was a 
Minister at Clapham, but had also 
been a Minister at my church in 
Myrddin when he had first been 
ordained in 1957.  When I moved 
to London as a student he 
welcomed me into his home and 
arranged introductions for me at 
Holloway Chapel. In his hymn he 
calls for the boundaries that 
separate the children of the earth 
be removed. Well Zoom has 
certainly broken down many 
barriers. We have reconnected 
with people who hadn’t been to 
church for many years for various 
reasons as well as being able to 
worship with friends and family 
from Wales.  


Now that our churches are 
reopening, and for us being able 
to meet face to face again, I am 
pleased that we are going to 
continue with our Zoom services 
on a monthly basis, so that we still 
benefit from the positive 
experiences of worshipping on 
Zoom. 

Joanna Thomas-Wright

Joanna Thomas Wright 
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I ’m writing this with Covid. 
Our entire family caught the 
disease over the course of 

September when our very own 
Typhoid Mary, Benjamin, 
brought it home with him from 
school.


Thankfully, aside from some 
pretty feverish dreams early on 
and a complete loss of smell and 
taste it hasn’t been a terrible 
experience all things considered. 
Indeed, the loss of smell was a 
bonus when I had to unblock the 
toilet on quarantine day 4.


That said, I have been victim of a 
pandemic and one that has killed 
thousands and thousands of 

people round the world. Over the 
last couple of years many have 
wondered what God has been 
trying to say to us though this 
pandemic. Some have wanted to 
portray it as a judgment on the 
world and whilst we should be 
careful when people do that 
(particularly when they want to 
blame a particular group) we 
should also remember what 
Jesus teaches us; that the events 
in this world should not be 
ignored but interpreted. A 
pandemic should make us 
rethink our priorities and 
consider where our interests lie 
and our treasures are. It should 
also make us consider our own 
mortality. 


PUNDITS FOLLY: 

MY FANTASY FUNERAL SERVICE

A Highland Funeral Gathering 
by Sir James Guthrie


From fineartamerica.com



I have no 
idea, of 
course, when 
my time will 
come. It is 
not promised 
to me but I 
hope it will be 
in many years 
and that my 
sons and their 
families will 
be there 
mourning me. 
If that is the 
case then, 
God willing, I 
hope they will 
know the 
truth of the 
words they 
sing


With that in mind I thought I’d 
take the opportunity to commit to 
paper the hymns I would like 
sung, one day, at my funeral.


In choosing hymns my criteria 
are first that I like singing them 
(although of course I won’t be 
able to), second that they say 
something about me and what I 
believe, and third that they give 
hope to whichever family and 
friends are present at the funeral. 
With this in mind I choose the 
following.


First, my favourite hymn, How 
Firm a Foundation Ye Saints of 
the Lord to the tune Montgomery. 
I vaguely recall singing it as a 
child in Cambridge Presbyterian 
Church and thinking it odd that it 
had no author, merely the credit 
‘K in Rippon’s’ Selection 1787’. 
Perhaps in those days I thought of 
Rippon’s Selction the same way I 
thought of Cadbury’s Milk Tray or 
Nestle’s Quality Street but now I 
love the anonymity of this special 
‘K’. He or she understands the 
universal Christian condition, 
how hard life is, and how much 
the Christian needs reminding of 
the the Lord. Who doesn’t need to 
be reminded that Christ is with 
them “in every condition, in 
sickness, in health, in poverty’s 
vale or abounding in wealth”?

 

Of course at this, my funeral, I 
assume my family will be there 
and so I hope that singing the 
second and third verse will be 
light and hope in a dark time.


“Fear not I am with you 

O Be not dismayed

For I am your God and will still give 
thee aid

I’ll strengthen thee, help thee, and 
cause thee to stand. 


Upheld by my righteous, omnipotent 
hand.


“When through the deep waters I 
call you to go,

the rivers of sorrow shall not 
overflow,

for I will be with you, your troubles 
to bless,

and sanctify to you the deepest 
distress.


As I have said, I first sung that 
hymn in Cambridge, England. I 
have a lot of happy links with 
England (and Scotland and 
Ireland and I am almost entirely 
mono-lingual. That said, I was 
born in Wales, am a Welshman 
and have a little understanding of 
the Welsh language. So my second 
hymn is a short and very beautiful 
hymn, Diolch I ti yr hollalluog 
Dduw. I imagine you will know 
this one, but you can hear it on 
Youtube if you use this link 
youtu.be/re1qs_ivsks.


This hymn means a great deal to 
me because I first sung it in the 
Criccieth Memorial Hall which 
was hosting a Welsh language 
Christian festival called Llanw. 
Organised by and/or involving 
people like Meirion and Sarah 
Morris, Huw and Nan Powell 
Davies, Andras Iago, John and 
Rachel Settatree, and lots of folk 
from Coleg Y Bala like Owain 
(above) and Sian, the festival was 
a wonderful place to worship for 
me and my family and I value 
those memories. 


The hymn itself is so simple and 
so penitent. It speaks with a 
crystal clarity of humanity in a 
dark prison, freed solely and 
generously by a God glorious in 
light preaching his mighty gospel. 
It’s final verse asks simply that 
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this might not be only for me, or 
for us but for others too. 


O aed, O aed, yr  hyfryd wawr ar 
led!

Goleued ddaear lydan!

Haleliwia, Amen.


O yes, may this delightful dawn go 
abroad!

May it lighten the wide world!

Hallelujah, Amen.


Finally, the traditional hymn, 
Abide with me. Forever 
associated with the FA Cup final 
this hymn seems to be going out 
of fashion as a funeral hymn. It’s 
dismissed as being a dirge, 
incompatible with the 
‘celebration of life’ that people 
claim to want today. I will write 
again on my thoughts about 
funerals but suffice to say here, I 
love the profundity of this hymn, 
the frankness with which it faces 
death and the defiance with 
which the tune lifts and grows as 
it raises its fist to death safe in the 
knowledge that he who believes 

will live, even though they die; 
and whoever lives by believing in 
Jesus will never die.


I have no idea, of course, when my 
time will come. It is not promised 
to me but I hope it will be in many 
years and that my sons and their 
families will be there mourning 
me. If that is the case then, God 
willing, I hope they will know the 
truth of these words.


I fear no foe, with Thee at hand to 
bless;

Ills have no weight, and tears no 
bitterness.

Where is death's sting? Where, 
grave, thy victory?

I triumph still, if Thou abide with 
me.


Revd Jonathan Hodgins is a 
community chaplain and minister in 
North East Wales
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