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Well that didn’t last long. The
Omicron Lockdown seems to be
ending as quickly as it began and so
we get back to getting back to
normal.

In this issue of the Treasury we're
pleased to point readers to
increasing evidence of normality.
In this month’s news you will see a
new post at Coleg Y Bala, a new
training resource for Elders, and
the announcement of dates for the
Ministry of Healing.

After fear and uncertainty we are
seeing signs of hope. Brian

Matthews’ article on the PCW’s
Environment Policy and Jonathan
Hodgins’ review of Freedom to
Flourish encourage us to do that.

Coming from different
perspectives they make the same
point. We are created beings, made
in the image of God and appointed
as stewards of his creation.
Because of this we do not lose
heart. Instead we draw inspiration
from Genesis 1 and 2, drawing
encouragement and hope from that
story, which is the seed of the
gospel.
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MODERATOR'S MESSAGE

listening, in support and in
sympathy.

Happy New Year to you all!
Wishing you every blessing,
happiness and strength during
2022

As we begin a new chapter, I
would like to sincerely thank you
all for your dedication and
tireless work for God's Cause. We
live in such challenging times on
many levels, but together and
through trusting in God - we will
come through this again.

Looking ahead now, we must
always look forward, to 2022 we
must ensure three things. To
begin, to continue as Christians
to serve, serving God by serving
our fellow-man. We are here as
the Church of God, as the family
of Jesus, to serve in love, by

Let’s think of a new way or a
different opportunity this year to
serve within our communities.

Jonathan Sacks said: 'The
parodox of volunteering is that
the more we give, the more we are
given’. Antony Sher, one of my
favourite stage actors died before
Christmas, and I had the privilege
of seeing him in many roles over
the years, every performance
memorable and skilful. One
tribute to him in the press said:
'Sher had an affinity with
outsiders and with those ill at
ease with themselves.” That was
the case when reading the
Gospels about Jesus, the way he



was able to touch and embrace
others that society have been left
behind.

Secondly this year, let’s not forget
or assume how important and key
prayer is. It's difficult at times to
pray, lack of time, lack of desire,
we're not in the right mood. But
we must find a way to pray and to
do so regularly. Every January
there is an emphasis on what we
eat, the need to lose weight, drink
less but drink more water, take
care of the body with more
walking and exercise. But, let’s
pay equal attention to the soul,
and the need to care for it. Prayer,
of course, is the nourishment for
this. Someone was asked "What
do you gain or obtain by regularly
praying to God? "Nothing,” - was
the response, "but let me mention
all the things I've lost - anger, ego,
greed, arrogance, insecurity and
fear”

Finally, may we continue to hope
this year, hopefully, not just at the
beginning of the year like this but
throughout the months ahead.
Maya Angelou said, ‘the nice
thing about hope is that you can

give it to someone else who
needs it more than you, and
you will find that you have not
lost hope at all”. We look
forward to working and
encouraging you to support
this year’s Five Year Appeal,
‘Seeds of Hope’, which is the
campaign to tackle the
problems that Kenya faces due
to Climate Change. I am
planning to walk 70km across
Wales, 5km in each Presbytery,
and I am looking forward to
meeting you all and walking
with you to raise awareness of
the appeal. Thank you in
advance for any sponsorship!
The tour program is nearing
completion and I am extremely
grateful for all your co-operation.

This year let’s broaden the appeal
of the Church and show that we
are a denomination that is
relevant to people’s lives far and
wide.

Pope Francis warns us ‘Keep us
from becoming a museum church
beautiful but mute with much
past but little future.’ With our
service, prayer and hope we can
show that the Presbyterian
Church of Wales and the message
of Jesus Christ have a future in
2022 and beyond.

Evan Morgan is Moderator for
2022. He is also minister of
Salem, Canton
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EMB-RACING GREEN

Northern Presbytery’s Green
Champion, Brian Matthews urges
readers not to underestimate what
is happening with global warming
and its effect around the world.
One of the early champions of
climate science and its devastating
effect was Sir John Houghton, an
Elder of our church at Aberdovey.
Sadly he died in the early stages of
the covid pandemic, but we
embrace his concerns.

For Revd Brian Matthews, it is
essential to recognise this as a
Faith issue, we only have to look at
the opening part of Scripture to
realise this. We are talking about
God’s creation and how our
activity is affecting it.

It behoves all of us as
congregations to consider ways of
Green Proofing our buildings, as
well as in our daily lives.

Brian Matthews describes this an
exciting and meaningful time as

the Church grapples with the
greatest problem of our times.

This Policy is the PCW'’s
environmental statement and
action plan. As a Church we are
committed to the care of God's
creation, by deliberately investing
to reduce our carbon footprint,
increase recycling, reduce waste
and improve the efficiency of our
use of natural resources in the
world. Justice is at the heart of
the Gospel, and climate justice is
also about social justice in our
world. We recognise that the
deepest impacts of climate
change are affecting the world'’s
poorest countries and
communities. By standing up to
the injustice of climate, and taking
responsibility for ourselves, we as
a Church, and as a whole creation,
praise and glorify God our creator.

THE ENVIRONMENTAL

POLICY

Rather than publish the whole
document, we draw the attention
of readers to some of the key points
relating to churches and the
denominational courts.

The PCW reaffirms its promise to
reduce the total greenhouse gas
emissions from the activities of the
Connexion and endeavour to
protect and restore the
environment.

Church congregations commit to:
« Ensure that we use energy
efficiently and that our buildings
are environmentally friendly
through the use of energy-saving
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using renewable energy sources as
appropriate;

» Raising awareness, through
prayer, sermon, Bible Studies,
teaching and discussion on climate
justice;

* Support general climate change
campaigns and actions as
appropriate;

« Use (and sell) Fairtrade goods on
our premises;

« Heating and lighting the building
only when there are people
present, as well as encouraging
congregations to come together for
all worship, instead of heating
large rooms with few present.

As Presbyteries we will:

« encourage churches to gain 'Eco-
Church’ status; in doing so they
will see the positive benefits that
come from the financial savings of
being environmentally friendly;

« ensure that buildings, including
manses, are environmentally
friendly through the use of energy-
saving technology and the
identification and use of renewable
energy sources as appropriate;
 encourage churches to work with
local transition groups or
sustainability groups or to set up
similar groups;

» encourage churches to receive
training and support on issues
such as climate justice and
environmental care;

« appoint one or more Presbytery
members to monitor any progress
in implementing this policy within
the Presbytery;

 Allow up to 40% of the cost of
installing a renewable energy
system to be released from the
Presbytery strategy fund;

* Add a point on assessing the eco-
friendly nature of our buildings in
our strategy plan as presbyteries.

As an Assembly we will

* As an Assembly we will:
disinvest in companies that either
continue to extract fossil fuels
from the ground, or do not have a
clear commitment to reducing
their carbon footprint. We will do
this with our church partners, and
in particular by taking advice from
organizations such as the
'Transition Pathway Initiative’;
* Offer special grants / terms to
Connexional ministers and
employees when purchasing
Hybrid or electric cars;
» Ensure that buildings are
environmentally friendly by using
energy-saving technology and
identifying and using renewable
sources as appropriate;
* Reduce travel to meetings by car
and aircraft and make use of
videoconferencing. Bearing in
mind distance and costs,
individual members will be
encouraged to use transport that
has the least impact on the
environment - cycling, using
trains and buses, car sharing and
using energy-efficient vehicles
where possible. Members will be
encouraged to adopt the practice
of setting the carbon they use
when making necessary
journeys against a financial
contribution to sustainable
projects (eg through the Climate
Stewards scheme)
* Not pay travel costs for more
than one car coming from the
same area to a Connexional
meeting (up to four people).
Individual members called to a
meeting are expected to arrange
all travel with another member
nearby;
» Advance environmental
theology
* Not print documents for
Church courts, unless especially
requested.

It behoves all of
usas
congregations
to consider ways
of Green
Proofing our
buildings, as
wellas inour
daily lives.



Third Sector Resilience Fund

ollowing extensive
F conversations between
Cyt(in and Welsh

Government, we have today
received from Welsh Government
the encouraging news below
regarding the availability of the
Third Sector Resilience Fund for
churches and faith groups. Note
that there is only a fortnight before
the closing date for expressions of
interest (although there will be
some more time to complete the
full application). Because of the
lack of time, Cytin would
recommend that consideration be
given to submitting applications
for groups of places of worship
(such as a Circuit, Diocese or
denomination, for example).

‘We are varying the eligibility
requirements for Third Sector
Resilience Fund (TSRF) phase 3
with immediate effect, relaxing in

NEWS FOR THE CHURCHES

part the need for beneficiaries to
be incorporated bodies. We
recognise that certain
organisations are specifically
precluded from incorporating in
their own right, something that is
of particular relevance to certain
faith communities. Therefore if a
body is established by Royal
Charter or similar decree ata
national level, we will accept
applications from related local
faith groups, even though they
themselves will never be an
incorporated body.

They will though understandably
need to meet all the other criteria
of'the fund, which for religious
bodies means that funding can
only be used to support ‘outreach’
type activities and not for what
might be termed ‘worship’.

Applicants will have to be able to
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split between these strands. Full
details of the fund are on WCVA’s
website https://wecva.cymru/
funding/social-investment-
cymru/third-sector-resilience-
fund-for-wales/

TSRF is open to new Expressions
of Interest until the end of
January. If anybody has any
queries or wants some guidance
then the first step is to email
WCVA.

Revd Gethin Rhys, Policy Officer,
Cytin

Job Opportunity at Colegy
Bala: Deputy Warden

he Presbyterian Church of
T Wales is looking to secure

anew member to the
Coleg y Bala team to; work and
oversee the courses held at the
Center, assist the Manager in the
care of residential and daily
visitors, and extend the College’s

provision in the community and
for the surrounding churches.

Location: Coleg y Bala, the Deputy
‘Warden will be required to live on
site in the flat provided cost free
to the employee.

Hours: 35 hours a week

The Lord’s Prayel

Term: 3 years, with the first 6
months being a probationary
period.

Salary: £21,638 - £23,775 (Point
18-22) plus arent-free
apartment, and an

opportunity to join the PCW
Pension Scheme.

This Post is subject to an
enhanced DBS disclosure and two
satisfactory references. For a job
description and an application
form, please contact Hedd
Morgan on

02920 627465 or email:
Hedd@ebcpew.cymru

This post entails both a Christian
and a Welsh language
occupational requirement.

Closing Date: 5pm, Monday, 31
January 2022

Ministry of Healing Summer
School

he Annual Conference
I will be held 16th - 19th
May 2022 at Cefn Lea,
Newtown.
Nerys Rowlands writes, ‘We are

proceeding with the arrangement
in the faith that the Covid
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restrictions will have eased before
May. We understand that a lot of
people will be cautious but all
Covid requirement at that time
will be adhered to at the Centre’.
The cost for the Summer School is
£150, if prepared to share aroom,
or £175 for a single room. Daily
costs are available.Information
and bookings

nerysrowlands@hotmail.co.uk

PCW ELDERS ONLINE
TRAINING COURSE
uitable for new elders,
also more experienced
elders, and those who
have done the Sacraments course

This will be an opportunity to

consider the function of the local

church, and the role of the elder
within that. Rev Wayne Adams
and others will lead on the
following topics:

- Whatis an elder & what are the
expectations?

- What does mission mean for
my church, and how can we be
more outward-looking?

- Visiting and supporting those
who are elderly, unwell or
bereaved

- Leading worship — where to
start?

- Presbytery, Assembly,
pastorate — what’s what in
PCW?

The course will consist of 5
fortnightly sessions, at a time to
suit the students. For more
information, and to register,
contact the training co-ordinator,
delyth.oswy@ebcpew.cymru /
07986932261 before the end of
February.

Wayne Adams comes from an
unchurched mining family in the
South Wales valleys. He began as
an apprentice in heavy industry,
then worked in project

management and business.
Alongside these activities, he was
ordained and gained a Master of
Theology at Cardiff University. He
led a growing pastorate for many
years, then was appointed
Minister of Presbytery in South
East for PCW. He co-ordinates
workers and supports elders and
churches across the Presbytery. He
is married, has three grown up
children and says he is well on his
way to starting a mini rugby team
with six grandsons!

Christian Aid Movie Night

s we have started our
Christian Aid ‘Seed of

Hope' appeal since the
beginning of the year there is a
great opportunity for us to gain an
understanding of how
communities as we know them
are paying a price, the human cost

climate change has on lives in
Kenyan communities.

Here's an opportunity to see the
Thank you for the Rain (90 mins)
film on zoom on Thursday 27th
January 2022 (18.00-20.00hrs)
which follows the story of Kisilu,
his family and his Kenyan
community.

This film is a call to campaign for
the justice of people and to
protect God’s creation. In the film
we see Kisilu joining his local
church to worship and talk about
climate injustice. We will
therefore have the opportunity to
stand with Kisilu as we consider
how we can act locally today for
Climate Justice.

‘We look forward to seeing you and
you are welcome to share the
zoom link below with your
friends.

Join Zoom Meeting


mailto:nerysrowlands@hotmail.co.uk

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/
812687029667
pwd=Z2MzVjdvOURKMVV0ajQ
wWFIVZTErUT09

Meeting ID: 812 6870 2966
Passcode: 634854

Gorseinon Food Bank

any of us try to contribute
individually or through

our churches to a food
bank. We are are aware of general
need but perhaps we sometimes
wonder how effective we’re really
being. The food bank at Gorseinon
which is supported by PCW

churches recently shared this story
which we republish here.

Donna’s Story

“Coming to the food bank was just
a great relief and nobody judges
anybody.”

Care support worker, Donna, saw
her life turned upside down when
she was hospitalised after
suffering from two mini-strokes.
Forced to stop working and not
eligible for sick pay, the 44-year-
old, mother-of-three from

Northern Ireland soon began to
struggle.

“I was always pretty good on
managing and saving. But from
not working, the savings were
getting very low,” she admits.
“Things had to be paid for and I
didn’t want the kids to suffer. We
had some food in the cupboard
and freezer but I knew it was
starting to get lower and lower. I
wasn’t doing what I should have
been doing as a mother.”

Donna knew she had to ask for
help. “It was either asking
somebody for a lend with mon- ey
and having that debt and struggle,
or going to the food bank. So, I
decided I would opt for the food
bank.”

“I sat in the car park for about ten
minutes getting the courage to go
in, but the welcome that I got
through the doors was just
phenomenal, I felt so at ease. They
listened and offered me tea. It was
so nice and family-based.”
Although Donna was nervous
about going to the food bank, she
is thankful they were able to

PHOTO: Donations from
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support her through this difficult
time.

Aswell as providing Donna with
food for herself and her children,
the food bank was also able to give
her information on benefit
support she was entitled to
claiming, in order to get further
help. Donna told us: “I left the
food bank with my bags of food
and felt very over- whelmed. I was
so glad I had come here.”

As soon as Donna’s circumstances
had improved she signed up to
volunteer at the food bank,
explaining: “I wanted to give back
as they have brought me out of the
biggest situa- tion that I did not
think I would get myselfinto.”
Donna is glad that things are
much more balanced now. She
enjoys volunteering twice a week
and remains grateful for the
support she received: “I'm not
needing the food bank any more
but I'm glad it was there when I
needed the help.”

Burry Green

ust before Christmas
I Burry Green church

received the sad news that

a favourite lay minister had died.
They write:

‘We were saddened to hear that Dr
Tony Wellington had died. All
sorts of memories came flooding
back, for everyone from the very
old to the very young was pleased
to hear that ‘the Doctor’ was
coming to preach at Burry Green
—you never knew what he might
bring with him!

He once told us that it was just
over fifty years since he himself
accepted Jesus as Lord and
Saviour—and he never tired of
telling us how wonderful it is to be
a Christian.

‘We remember Tony with affection
and gratitude for his faithful
witness to his Saviour. As Senior
Chemistry Lecturer, he was often
asked whether his scientific
training and his Christian faith
were incompatible? He would say
that the more he learned, the
greater his wonder at God’s
creation—and at how much still
remains to be discovered!

PHOTO: Tony Wellington at
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REVIEW: EREEDOM TO FLOURISH

n her book Freedom to
I Flourish, Elisabeth Garn
describes a conversation she
had with some Christian friends:

“I laughed with the woman at my
table. I had ladies who had been
part of my life for more years than I
could remember. And I chitchatted
along with everyone else, repeating
my normal answers with a chuckle
and smile: “fine”, “tired”, “growing
like weeds and keeping me busy!”
By my standard replies, fine-tuned
after years of practice. They were
safe. They were lighthearted
enough to be friendly but honest
enough to appear sincere and they
were total hogwash.”

Tt wasn’t that I didn’t want to be
more real or to be able to talk with
someone - after so many years of
playing my part, I didn’t know how.
Twas afraid that if I started

talking, I would never be able to
stop. But if the tears began, I would
be I was drowning them. How could
I tell these women who seem to be
doing so well that I was doing so
poorly?”

You know that Garn is not alone.
How many women (and men) have
answered the question ‘How are
you’ with the lie, T'm fine?’. For
various reasons we find it hard to
be open and honest with other
people. Either because we don’t
trust them or because we’ve been
honest in the past and then felt let
down, or because we sense the
person isn’t really interested, or
because we fear that everyone else
is doing well and we’re the only
person struggling. Garn continues,

“how could I tell these women who
seemed to be doing so well that I

was doing so poorly? How could I PHOTO: jennyzentz.com
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ask for prayer for my kids who are
struggling if their kids are
excelling at everything? Sure, I
could share prayer requests that
were safe and look the part, but I
couldn’t be fully honest. I couldn’t
tell them that I was struggling:
struggling to read my bible,
struggling to worship, struggling
to believe that I was anyone God
would want. I was deeply ashamed
of my shortcomings. They were
better mothers, and better wives,
and better Christians than I could
ever be.”

There is alot of confessing in
Freedom to Flourish. Confessing
and crying. In the introduction we
find her sitting on her bed,
‘crumpled over, a mess of tears
and mascara’. In chapter three
she’s weeping as ‘exhausted and
burnt out she has no idea what
God’s plan is for her’; in chapter
four she’s ‘sat on the floor in the
upstairs hall crying’. And then,
nine chapters in, we’re
encouraged to join her in
‘weeping for a shattered and
broken world’.

Fear not. This story does not end
in tears because out of weeping
comes joy.

‘Whilst being personal about her
experiences her diagnosis and
solution is grounded in the fertile
soil of the gospel. She promises
that we are born into the world
looking to flourish. All around us,
from the beauty industry, to
psychology and medicine to
technology there is abooming
economy catering to the deepest
desires of the human heart.

Of course none of these can truly
satisfy (our hearts being restless
until they find their heart in

Christ); to begin to truly flourish

we need to understand that our
impulses come from our creator.
Just as the Trinitarian God loves
deeply, creates imaginatively and
co-exists in peace so we long to do
these things. Garn uses Genesis
1-3 to really develop and bring out
the many and varied facets of
what it means to flourish in the
way God intended and
importantly how this leads us to
better know and love Christ.

At one point in Lockdown some of
the ministers and workers in the
denomination got together on
Zoom to read and discuss the
book Gentle and Lowly by Dane
Ortlund. It was a book that a lot of
Christians were reading at the
time and it provoked honest
conversations and a sense of
openness that we don’t often
experience in our denominational
meetings and assemblies.

Ibelieve this book can have a
similar impact on men and
women. I am sure it will stir up
good conversations, encourage
honest discussion and lead you
and your friends to know and
enjoy Christ more.

I would happily recommend this
book to anyone but particularly to
those looking for a something to
read and share with a friend,
home group or book group. Why
not get hold of a copy for yourself
and a spare to share.

Revd Jonathan Hodginsn

How many
women (and
men) have
answered the
question ‘How
are you’ with the
lie, ‘I’m fine?’



NOT THE SUNDA YSERMON

ecember... the month for
giving and receiving
presents. January... the

month for discreetly disposing of
unwanted presents in your local
charity shop.

So what did you give and receive for
Christmas? I bought myself a small
but acceptable original pre-
Raphaelite drawing. I bought my
wife a toilet bowl. Perfectly true.
She needed it, as we are building a
small house in Manila to rent out At
least the toilet bowl for my wife was
what she wanted and needed for
our new build. But be careful with
those unwanted presents. A tip:
probably not best to take the
unwanted Christmas present to
your local charity shop!

A few years ago, I gave a young
relative as a Christmas present an
adoption gift of a swan. I think such
“adoptions” still exist. The idea is
simple: you post off your cheque
and the recipient receives the name

of'the swan and a sort of identikit
picture of the swan’s beak since, I
am told, they are all different and as
unique as human fingerprints.
Then every year when your
migrating swan returns to its usual
British feeding grounds for the
winter (or is it the summer?) the
“adopter” gets news of its arrival. It
did not work for me. The adopted
swan flew off and was never seen
again. I suspect it was shot down by
a Russian ground-to-air missile
somewhere over the Ukraine. Next
time I meet Vladimir Putin, I will
show him the photo of the swan’s
beak and demand compensation on
behalf of my grieving young
relative. An oil pipeline perhaps. At
the very least I will ask for my
money back in roubles.

There may have been another bird
given as a Christmas present once.
So let’s talk goldfinches. In the
Fitzwilliam Museum in Cambridge,
you can see a beautiful and tender
image of the mother of Jesus trying
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to distract the baby Jesus from a
live goldfinch he is grasping in his
chubby hand. (Very chubby: go easy
on the frankincense-flavoured
crisps, son.) Painted by Sebastiano
del Piombo, the circular format of
the painting adds to its tender
intimacy. We are eavesdropping, as
if peeping through a keyhole, on
something special: the baby Jesus,
atiny goldfinch and Jesus’ mother.
But why is Mary trying to distract
Jesus from this present he holds in
his hand? After all, in sixteenth
century Italy when Sebastiano
painted it, goldfinches were
common pets. And you know how it
is with presents and children... try
extracting them from that
Christmas present to greet Auntie
Agatha when she arrives for
Christmas dinner! Mary wants
precious quality time with her son.
Little Jesus, not in one of his meek
and mild moments, is having none
of it. “You can’t have it, its mine!”
Look closely and you can see both
Jesus’ petulant expression and his
limbs squirming as he moves away
from his mother. Mary, on the other
hand, is doing that “swaddling
clothes” bit, trying to wrap him in
the yellow drape she is wearing.
Who will win? Jesus surely? Mary
does not want to let him go.
(Mothers, eh?!) But she knows, and
we know (for this is the point of the
painting) that sooner or later she
will have to release him. The boy in
the painting occupies his own
space separate from the Virgin. Do
I detectin Mary’s expression a hint
of that mournfulness we will see
once again in the pieta? The
parable of the painting is this: to
Mary, the goldfinch was The
Unwanted Present because, in
medieval iconography, the
goldfinch was a symbol of Christ’s
passion and death. Here in one
painted image is a connection that
needs to be made. In E M Forster’s

words, only connect. From
Christmas there will come Easter,
from the peace and joy of a mother
with her young baby, the tears of
Calvary will flow. But for now
tragedy is postponed, and with
strong maternal will and a mother’s
embrace may just come a
temporary victory. (“You can play
with the goldfinch after dinner.”)
But it will only be a postponement.
Goldfinches were not for life, they
were for death and in Jesus’ young
eyes, we see a premonition of the
suffering to come.

Ironic, isn’t it? That Christmas
turns out to in the world’s eyes to
be the definitive Unwanted
Present? Fine as alittle stable
scene in Bethlehem, but not so
pretty and a tad more challenging
when this baby with the goldfinch
grows up and starts uttering some
unpalatable truths. You can of
course return this present - as
many do when Christmas is
over. Or as the slogan of a T-
shirt given to me at Christmas
with a silhouette of the stable
scene put it, “Plot Spoiler: He
Dies.” Iwould go further: “Plot
Spoiler: you may return this
unwanted present from

whence it came. Sorry, no
refunds.” Just a shame that
crucifixion is a bit more brutal
than your local charity chop.
Footnote: According to legend,
when Christ was carrying the
cross to Calvary, a goldfinch

flew down and to ease our
Saviour’s pain withdrew a

thorn from his crown, at which

a dash of' blood splashed on the
bird and forever coloured its
head red. Remember that next
time you see a goldfinch. But

you can’t have it. It, and death,
belong to Christ. Happy New
Year!

Revd Mike Ward

You can of
course return
this present - as
many do when
Christmasis
over. Oras the
sloganofa'l-
shirt given to me
at Christmas
with asilhouette
of the stable
scene putit,
“Plot Spoiler:
He Dies.”



PUNDITS FOLLY

I'mracing against time.

It’s possible that right now, as I
type these letters, there are
Conservative MP’s typing their
letters to the 1922 committee.
That’s pressure eh? Before this
gets from my screen to yours
Boris Johnson could be out of a
job.

Actually I'm not worried. I've
been around long enough now, to
know that even if this piece of
work gets given the heave-ho,
there will be another one along in
aminute. And what I have to say

today will apply then just as much

as it does now.

And they are pieces of work aren’t

they? I mean a lot worse has been

said in the rooms and Zooms of
England over the last few weeks.
The blatant rule bending and
unwillingness to ‘fess up has
staggered almost everyone.

And itisn’t just the office parties.
We’ve basically been appalled by
our leaders for a quarter of a
century. Since 1997 has anyone
voted with any real hope? Tony
Blair isn’t popular now of course
but then, for a lot of people, he
was. Since then we seem to have
been picking the least worst
option ever since.

Since 2014 we’ve been on the boil.
Three General Elections, two
Referendums and one Pandemic
have left us really ticked off with
our political leaders. Throw in
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(among other things) long
standing resentment towards the
Conservatives (and towards the
people that keep electing them), a
partisan traditional media, the
ability of social media user to
present opinion as fact and, a
suspicion of experts, and you
wonder how we’ve managed to
keep alid on everything.

With all that in mind, how do you
deal with this from 1 Timothy 2?

“I urge, then, first of all, that
petitions, prayers, intercession and
thanksgiving be made for all
people— for kings and all those in
authority, that we may live
peaceful and quiet lives in all
godliness and holiness. This is
good, and pleases God our
Saviour, who wants all people to be
saved and to come to a knowledge
of the truth”

In 21st Century Britain,
surrounded by Brexiteers and
Corbynistas and Yes Cymru-ites
what do you do with this verse?
When you watch politicians take
the knee and policemen stand by
as rioters demolish statues what
do you do? When you hear
academics redefine gender and
sexuality and advertisers redefine
marriage what do you do? When
comedians tweet crude jokes to
thousands of followers, when
your children’s teacher seems to
be a megaphone for the latest
social issue, when the political
parties argue about immigration,
tax and spending and the
environment what do you do?
When those in charge seem to be
dead set against you, what do you
do with this verse?

We can’t just reduce this to
platitudes can we? So often in
church I've heard people pray for

the Queen and the Prime
Minister as if they are the only
two hands on the tiller. Ironically,
this prayer would probably have
worked in Paul’s day when
relatively few people held power.
But our system is far, far more
complicated.

Boris Johnson’s current
predicament demonstrates that.
He must feel like he has spent his
whole time governing with the
handbrake on. The European
Union, the Judiciary and, initially
at least Her Majesty’s Loyal
Opposition were all limits on his
first months in office. Then,
having shaken them off somewhat
he had Covid, SAGE and Chris
Whitty to contend with. Now his
own party looks set to dethrone
him. What power does he really
have?

So who should we take into
account when we pray for ‘Kings
and all those in Authority’. Off the
top of my head that list could
include The Royal Family, Prime
Minister, members of the Cabinet
and the Civil Service. Members of
Parliament and the chairs of
select committees. The heads and
members of the devolved
governments and councillors
both County and Local. The Head
of the Metropolitan Police, local
Police chiefs and the Heads of the
Armed Services. The Judiciary.
We might also include CEO’s and
other business leaders, Trades
Union leaders, scientists and
academics. Should we not also
acknowledge the influence of the
media? Robert Peston or Laura
Kuenssberg have significant
influence over what people know
or about how a political story will
develop.

You say they
don’tdo what
you want?
Areyoua
three year
old? Doyou
think the
worldis all
aboutyou?



So one challenge we face is who to
pray for. The other bigger
problem is having the will to pray
for them.

Here are three brief reasons I
believe we find it hard to pray 1
Timothy 2:1-2

Our own heart. Let’s face it, we
don’t like these people. We don’t
respect them, We know they are
ungodly. We feel we have lived for
decades with the stream flowing
in the opposite direction to the
one God wants and, if they’re now
finding themselves in a cesspit
well, they’ve got nobody to blame
but themselves.

Experience of the past. Maybe
you can remember being active in
the past. You wrote letters gently
asking your MP to vote for this or
against that. Maybe you went to a
surgery or spoke up at a prayer
meeting. You felt as a Christian
citizen you should show interest
and do your bit. And what
happened? They ignored you
They voted like they always do for
self interest.

Social Media. Your friend on
Facebook posts a video mocking a
politician and you laugh at it.
Another one posts a meme and
you Like it. You see a graph
showing something derogatory.
You’re not wholly convinced it’s
true but in spirit it sums up what
you think so you Share it.

This is the reality isn’t it? It’s not
that you can’t think who to pray
for, the problem is you don’t want
to pray for this shambles of a
ruling class.

But that doesn’t cut the mustard
with Paul. You see, praying for

Kings and authorities isn’t just
good for them, its good for you.

You say you don’t like them?
That’s no excuse not to pray for
them. Not when Jesus says that
we should love our enemies and
pray for those who persecute us.
If you can’t pray for your enemies,
you have a serious soul problem.
Pray.

You say they don’t do what you
want. Are you a three year old? Do
you think the world is all about
you? Or do you not believe in the
power of prayer? Pray even
thought you don’t think it will
work. And then, when God
changes Pharaoh’s mind then
you’ll really know the power of
prayer.

You say you feel ashamed to pray
in the evening when you’ve spent
the day gossiping and sniping on
social media? Good. So you
should. We are people of integrity.
We don’t spread half truths and
slander and crude jokes. Leave
that to the Radio 4 comedians and
the Twitter echo chamber. Paul
urges you to pray so repent and

pray.

Finally, remember what Paul is
saying. We don’t need to like
these people, we do this to keep
the peace so that we might do
what is really important — live in
godliness and holiness for the
sake of the gospel, that all might
be saved.

It’s really hard. This is a largely
godless elite and even the ones we
like don’t really like us. But we
have to repent, suck it up and live
with integrity. Even when those
in charge don’t.



