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atching Government
ministers arguing
about what constitutes
a party will have driven many of our
readers to distraction.

Some will have no time for Boris
Johnson and will see his actions as
symptomatic of a man who does not
seem to take anything particularly
seriously and who doesn’t think the
rules (from marriage vows to
parking tickets) apply to him.
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Others will have some sympathy for
a man who lives where he works
struggling to see where the line
between work and play lies. They
will probably also have sympathy
for the tee total Chancellor who
was ned for what amounted to
him turning up to a meeting on

time and nding himself in a
surprise birthday party.

Some will also wonder if there is an
element of hypocrisy in themselves
or others and wonder if they can be
absolutely sure that they kept every
one of the sometimes opaque rules.
The outcome however is that, once
again, the belief of millions of
people that ‘politicians are all the
same’ is apparently justi ed. This
will not easily be forgotten. Long
after the actors involved have left
the stage the feeling will remain
that politicians behaved
dishonourably. For the sake of the
nation those who have a voice
should think carefully about what
they defend and choose to speak up
for honesty and integrity.
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NEWS FROM THE CHURCHES
The Spring Meetings of the
Association in the East were
held at Sand elds Port Talbot
on May 3-4.
rs Margaret Brown of
Gilead, Maiden Wells
retired from the chair and
delivered a valedictory address as
she handed over to the Revd Dr
Mike Ward. Pat Clarke of the
Association in the East.
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Most representatives participated
online but those who attended in
person agreed that seeing one
another face to face was a peculiar
blessing.

fi

fi

fi

fi

Revd Meirion Morris presented
his report for the last time and Dr
Mike Ward wished him a long and
happy retirement. Although the
Association in the East was
positive about the proposals to
change the administration of the

Church the decision was one in
theory only, as the Association in
the South had voted the previous
month on the question, and
consequently the status quo will
prevail.
The meetings concluded with a
Communion Service at which
Revd Timothy Hodgins delivered a
sermon. It was one of his nal
messages as leader of the
Sand elds Urban Mission Project
with which he has been linked
since its inception. Dr Mike Ward
wished him and Samantha, his
wife, well as they move to Penrhyn
Bay to take up a new role as
minister there and in Gloddaeth,
Llandudno.
Warm thanks were expressed to
the members of Sand elds for
their great hospitality.

A welcome to Port Talbot from
Tim Hodgins, Pat Clarke,
Christine Hodgins and Eleanor
Jenkins

T

accepted as a candidate by the
Church of Scotland.
He went on to obtain a “ rst” in
Systematic Theology from
Edinburgh. A formative time in his
edgling ministry was a
secondment to the Church of
South India where he worked with
one of the leading gures of the
Iona Community, Revd Peter
Millar, in Madras (now Chennai).
He was ordained by Dunfermline
Presbytery in 1982 before moving
to his rst parish in Perthshire
where he served for fteen years,
including a term as Presbytery
Moderator and several years as
Presbytery Clerk. He also worked
in commercial radio for Radio Tay
and wrote a weekly newspaper
column.
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Mike then moved to Orkney in a
new post as community minister
and hospital chaplain. After getting
his PhD in Christian Ethics from
Edinburgh, Mike went on to study
for an MA in Healthcare
Chaplaincy at Leeds, being
awarded a distinction for his work
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The Association in the East
Spring Meetings 2022
he Moderator for 2022 2023 is Revd Dr Mike
Ward (Moreton). Born in
Barrow-in-Furness, Cumbria, in
1956, he was educated in Scotland
at Melrose Grammar School and
Galashiels Academy. He then
attended Edinburgh University
and after graduating with Honours
in Psychology and being awarded a
Science Research Council
scholarship in psycholinguistics at
Lancaster University, Mike felt
called to the ministry and was

Guests arriving for
refreshments

on grief experiences with the
learning disabled.
After working for the Diocese of
Lincoln as a college chaplain, and
with the University of Hull as a
psychology lecturer, Mike came to
the PCW in 2008 to serve as
Training and Development O cer
for Northern Presbytery. He has
been minister of the pastorate of
Moreton, Clubmoor and Two Mills
for over ten years, emphasising in
his preaching and teaching we are a
“human church.” He recently
served as Clerk of the Association
in the East and writes regularly for
The Treasury under his column
“Not the Sunday Sermon.”
His wife Leslie, and adopted
daughter Isolde, live in the family
home in San Roque, Metro Manila
in the Philippines. Apart from
widely travelling through Asia (preCovid), he enjoys Asian and Italian
cooking, hates technology and
enjoys Wagner, sport and
supporting Liverpool. When he
grows up, Mike says we wants to be
a minister.
Christian Aid Week is ongoing
at Ewloe Green
very Sunday provides an
opportunity for members
and friends at Ewloe Green,
Flintshire to support the work of
Christian Aid. Eirlys Buckland
Evers, one of the elders and church
organist, organises a stall of goods
for sale in aid of the charity.
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The Clewer Initiative and OnLine Event on 16th June
his training is aimed at
secondary school age
children, they will also be
talking about the training they are
developing for primary schools and
demoing some of it. If you can
think of anyone who would bene t,
please share the info below which
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also contains the event bright link
for people to book their place.
About this event
Teachers, Educators and school
sta all play a vital role in
safeguarding the pupils in their
care. County lines is a major, cross
cutting issue which can involve
drugs, violence, gangs, CSE,
modern slavery and missing
persons. The majority of victims
are aged between 7 and 18.
In this 1.5 hour session on
Thursday 16th June 16:00 -17:30
we will be presenting The Clewer
Initiative's new resources for
secondary schools to raise
awareness of the issue with
children and young people. The
focus of the training is to raise
awareness of County Lines for
secondary school aged children but
this will still be useful for those
working with younger children too.
All teachers, educators and school
sta are welcome on this course
and we would especially encourage
anyone who has a responsibility or
interest in PSHE, pastoral care or
safeguarding to attend.
The Christian Aid display at
Ewloe Green

Book your place (spaces are
limited) via Event Bright https://
www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/
335377983577
60 Plus years at Old Walls
rs Audrey Williams who
has served as an elder at
Ebenezer CM Church, Old
Walls received her Diamond
Jubilee certi cate from the
Association in the East recently.
The Covid hiatus had delayed its
presentation by two years! A
former pupil of Emmanuel Bible
College School in Swansea,
Audrey trained as a nurse, and
work in market gardening for
many years to ll her stall at
Swansea Market. She has been a
formidable presence for good in
Old Walls and the Gower
Pastorate. Her ministers over the
years have included Revd Stephen
Jones and Revd W Moore as a
child, and in her adult years, Revd
ffi
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Medford Lloyd before she was
elected as an elder in her thirties
in 1960. All three of those who
have served with her as ministers
of the church since then, Revd B
Tudor Lloyd, Revd Iain B Hodgins
and Revd David G Gri ths have
been blessed by her wise counsel
and prayers.
50 Years at Argyle, Swansea
t was with great sadness
that the death of Mr Brian
Bevan was reported to the
Presbytery of South West Wales
on the day on which he received
his certi cate to mark his Golden
Jubilee at Argyle/Rhyddings.
Formerly a member and elder at
Argyle in St Helen’s Road,
Swansea, he had become one of
the elders of the joint church in
Rhyddings Park upon the closure
of Argyle. Regrettably, Covid had
again interrupted plans to present
the certi cate in a more timely
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Audrey Williams, Old Walls

way, since Mr Bevan’s anniversary
had fallen in 2021. His daughter,
Mrs Haulwen John follows in the
footsteps of her father as an elder.
She is also church secretary.
South West Wales Presbytery has
Green O cers
Passport to Port Talbot
ravelling by train to
meetings is no novel
experience for the
Moderator and Clerk of the
Presbytery of South West Wales.
It is, in fact, so common place that
mention of the fact was omitted
when the latest Strategy Report
for 2022 was submitted to the
relevant General Assembly
committee. The Clerk, Revd Iain
B Hodgins, Moderator, Mrs
Margaret Brown and Life and
Witness Secretary, Miss Eleanor
Jenkins have all used Port Talbot
Parkway to attend meetings at
Sand elds, Port Talbot. In similar
fashion, three of the elders at
Mission Hall, Neath took to the
bus to travel to a recent meeting of
Presbytery in Port Talbot.
As Moderator of the Association
in the East train travel was Mrs
Margaret Brown’s means of travel
to Cardi for her installation in
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Park End in July 2021 and for her
Valedictory at Port Talbot in May
2022.
These enthusiasts of public
transport would encourage those
who arrange committees and
other meetings to consider
timings and locations of meetings
so that attendees can do do so by
train or bus.
Spring Sale at Northop Hall
fter a forced interval of
nearly three years, the
friends at Northop Hall
PCW have relaunched many of
their former mid-week activities.
One of the rst of these to be held
was the Spring Sale of Work on
23rd April. In honour of the
Platinum Jubilee an afternoon tea
party is arranged for villagers in
the church hall on 1st June.

A

Mowing at Mancot
hen the elders at Mancot
learned that the cost of
cutting the grass was to
increase substantially, a decision
was taken to invest in a new
mower so that volunteers
amongst the men-folk of the
church could do the work
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Pat Clarke and Eleanor Jenkins

South Wales Women’s Rally
t has not been possible to
arrange a Mission Rally in
South Wales this year, for
several reasons, but after
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speaking with ladies from several
churches cross South Wales it has
been agreed to arrange a meeting
on Zoom to launch the new theme
and resource book.
It is to be held on Thursday June
16th at 2pm.
It is hoped that some of ladies will
be able to get together for the
meeting, in someone’s home or
even in their church if there is
internet connection, so they can
enjoy a time of fellowship
together too.
Further details, please contact
Sarah Morris or Eirian Roberts
(at Coleg y Bala).
Blessed to be a Blessing
n the weekend of March
19/20th Sand elds
Presbyterian Church
hosted a missions team called
'Blessed to be a Blessing', of whom
four members came from England
and Scotland. Their core mission
is to help alleviate poverty and
pass on skills in such places as
Africa and Asia. However due to
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themselves. Former Local
Authority accountant, Mr Ken
Latham, the church treasurer has
estimated that the mower will
have paid for itself by the August
cut.

A stall at the Spring Fair,
Northop Hall; Ken Latham.
res up the lawnmower
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various di culties caused by the
pandemic they felt called to hold
this years mission in a number of
churches in South Wales. We at
Sand elds were very lucky to be
one of the churches chosen.
On the Saturday after several
hours of preparation the church
was open from 12 till 4 for various
crafts and games. Over the
afternoon just over 30 people
attended from the estate,
including a family who were
passing in the car and were
intrigued by all the activity
outside. It was a joy and a blessing
to see the church a hive of activity,
and children really enjoying
themselves. We were able to have
some wonderful conversations
about the church and the gospel.
Sunday morning church was led
by the team, which included
testimony, sung worship, and a
very good gospel presentation
using post-it notes. Before
heading home the team stayed to
enjoy food and fellowship with
the church members, many of
whom worked incredibly hard to
make the weekend such a success.

It was an incredible surprise to be
presented with a cheque at the
end as the team believed that the
church showed incredible love
and heart for the community. This
will enable us to start work on our
community garden, and to grow
vegetables, which will help us to
run cooking classes for the
community.
Cockfosters - Denbigh Link
t the recent meeting of the
Association in the East,
Mr Tony Platt who was
representing the Association in
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Craft stall at Sand elds; Mr
Tony Platt. The plaque
dedicated to his uncle is
pictured below

the South reminded his listeners
that his uncle, Revd Ivor Platt had
served as minister in St Thomas’s
Denbigh from 1957- 1962. A
plaque in the church porch bears
testimony to his time there. Tony
Platt is a native of Chester and
past member of the Welsh
Presbyterian Church in St John
Street. He is now an elder of the
Welsh Church in north London
that meets in Cockfosters and
Clerk of the Association in the
South. Living in Su olk, Tony
travels quite a distance to church
each Sunday to participate in
Welsh language worship.

someone to join the Church team
to lead, develop and coordinate
the Family and Young People’s
Ministry and Outreach Activities.

Editor’s note
e apologise for the late
arrival of this, the May
edition of the Treasury.
The delay is due, in part, to the
desire to include reports from
events that have taken place in
May.

For a job description and an
application form, please contact
admin@parkendcardi .org.uk
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OPPORTUNITY
Family Worker (Part Time)
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Park End Presbyterian Church of
Wales is growing the leadership
team and looking to appoint

Location: Park End Presbyterian
Church of Wales, Llandennis
Road, Cardi
Hours: 21 hours a week
Term: 3 years (with the rst 6
months being a probationary
period)
Salary: £21,638 - £23,775 (Point
18-22) and an opportunity to join
the PCW Pension Scheme. A
house and car allowance is also
applicable to the post.

To nd out more about the
Church go to
parkendcardi .org.uk
This Post is subject to an enhanced
DBS disclosure and two satisfactory
references.
A Christian occupational requirement
applies to this post.

Closing Date: 21st June 2022,
4pm.

A weekend with nowhere to preach
allow Caroline and myself a
weekend away. Having already
ticked o the ‘Eleven Romantic
Cities You Must Visit’ that the
internet suggests we go for a
slightly more left eld option of
Stoke. I think the Potteries sounds
ideal but everybody I tell either
looks surprised or sti es a smirk.
Even the natives seem surprised.
The Potteries is most famous for
Wedgwood so we make sure we go
to World of Wedgwood museum.
Like Bourneville it’s set in the leafy
suburbs of the city with houses
purpose built, and a cricket pitch
replete with actual cricket match.
The museum is ultra modern with
arty displays and a very posh outlet
shop. Inside the museum we trace
the history of Wedgwood from
basic clay pots to the classic blue
and white vases to the various
designs of today. I was surprised to
nd out that Eric Ravilious was
employed by Wedgwood. Even
though he was killed in the war in
1942 his designs were used for the
Festival of Britain range4 in the
1950s. It amused me to see how, in
this platinum jubilee year, his
designs had gone from modern to
kitsch and back again.
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Long before Ravilious Wedgwood
was printing pictures onto its
products. One of the displays
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NOTES FROM THE POTTERIES
explained how. Basically an artist
would engrave his design onto a
piece of copper. This would be
lled with the thinnest amount of
paint imaginable, transferred onto
tissue and then laid onto the piece
before ring. Watching a video of
the process it’s amazing to think
that human beings could do such a
painstaking task, could create
something so ornate and beautiful
and to think that this is only one
such thing that humans are
capable of doing. I’m reminded of
Wayne Adams quoting Lloyd
Jones: “Man does not make enough
of man”. We are unique in the
universe for the inordinate ability
to do a vast number of things, and
to appreciate them for their own
beauty. We are far from being mere
animals.

Out for the evening to the cinema.
Downton Abbey 2 is not on
anywhere in Stoke so we decide to
go for a trip down memory lane
and watch Top Gun: Maverick.
Disaster confronts us when we
arrive because everyone else in
Stoke has had the same idea and so
there are no seats together. The 19
year old woman says that they do
have tickets for another lm.
Something sets never heard of that
has “something to do with
Diamonds?” (It turns out the lm
she has never heard of is the James Josiah Wedgwood looks down from
Bond lm Diamonds are Forever!). at the World Of Wedgwood factory
toor

Sunday morning worship at St
Andrew’s, Newcastle-UnderLyme. We nearly miss the church
building because it’s obscured by a
huge tent (their Covid-proof
co ee shop). There is much joy in
the congregation because Port
Vale have won promotion to
League One in the playo nal the
day before (cue lots of shouts from
the pews of’ UP THE VALE’).
Indeed, the music leader sang so
loudly at Wembley he’s had to
cancel playing in church, we sing
from Youtube videos instead!
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We realise the service is going to
be a little bit di erent when,
during the rst hymn, ags and
ribbons are distributed and waved.
The prayer time is dominated by
kids prayer requests and the word
is a call to rea rm the mission of
the church based loosely round
Acts 2. One man wanders up and
down the church, people hum the
hymns in the quiet times, the lad
in front of me hangs upside down
ff
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In the end we decide to watch the
lm even though it means sitting
apart. It’s a good lm (although
conspicuously lacking in quotable
lines— nobody “feels the need, the
need for speed” for example) and
de nitely worth watching on the
big screen. However it does feel
like a nal de ant yell from
Generation X; a raging against the
dying of the light. Like
Ghostbusters, Star Wars and 007
these franchises spend more and
more money enabling the ageing
audiences to see their old heroes
win the day. In Top Gun, Maverick
leads the youth in their pursuit of
victory, but in real life Generation
X is constantly chasing the
Millenials asking them to credit
them with relevance. To misquote
Star Wars, ‘Help us Tom Cruise,
you’re our only hope’.

of his song for an hour. And it’s
wonderful. Like a church family
ought to be.
We nish up our trip at Biddulph
Gardens. Nestled right in the heart
of a housing estate this house and
gardens owned by the National
Trust was built in the nineteenth
century by James Bateman. It was
a fantastic space, full of trees and
huge bushes of colour. Bateman’s
idea was to separate each area into
di erent themes, Chinese,
Egyptian, but his overriding
interest was in how his religious
understanding tted in with his
scienti c belief. Inspired by the
Scottish Presbyterian Hugh
Miller’s understanding of creation
as a series of Epochs he built a
Geological Gallery in which
visitors could see fossils and rocks
from what Bateman understood to
be each stage of creation.
Interestingly his desire to
understand the world was borne
from his evangelism. Believing in
the second coming of Christ he
and ‘deeply concerned
about the wellbeing of mankind’
Bateman used his garden and
gallery to encourage visitors to
consider their understanding of
the world and of God. Arriving
home in time for church the
minister spoke from Mark 8 about
the blind man. His sight was
partial at rst before full clarity
came. Bateman it appears, wanted
the same, that men and women
marvel at nature, and through it
see their creator and give him
the glory.
Revd Jonathan Hodgins was
enjoying a weekend away from
his work as a chaplain in
Deeside, North Wales

the music leader
sang so loudly at
Wembley he’s
had to cancel
playing in
church

WOMEN’S RALLY 2022
This year the Ladies’ Rally was
held at Mancot where we were
welcomed with a glass of fruit
punch and a Welsh cake. Waiting
for the service to start I felt there
was an air of expectancy - and yes excitement. The service was led by
Caroline Hodgins after the
President of Women’s Work in the
Presbyterian Church of Wales,
Christine Hodgins gave a welcome
to all present and expressed
delight that after three years we

were meeting again. The Deeside
Pastorate had been praying that
the event would be a blessing to all
who attended, and speaking
personally, it was!
I was encouraged to hear about
some of the work that had been
supported by the Women’s SubCommittee. Neil Kirkham spoke
about a project in Hungary which
is supported by the Women’s
Department.
During the service the Theme
Book, Hope in Jesus was launched,
‘the Alpha and the Omega, the
Beginning and the End’. In her
introduction to the Resource Book
Christine Hodgins writes ‘I hope
that in looking through the book
you will nd lots of interesting
information and useful resources
to use personally and in your
church.’
The service concluded with a
sermon from Jonathan Hodgins.
He spoke about Revelation and
Refreshment.

The Welcome team, made up for
friends and members from
Northop Hall, Chester and Mancot
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Pam Davies, with gift bag
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Afterwards we all went to the
church hall where a lovely tea had
been prepared by the ladies of
Deeside Pastorate. I was very
impressed to see young people and
children joining us as they
nished school.

picked me up on her way from
Montgomery. Others had
travelled from Welshpool,
Wrexham, Ewloe Green, Penrhyn
Bay, Ruthin, and Denbigh.
Pam Davies is an Elder at Trinity
Wrexham

It was thanks to Mary Turlock
that I was able to attend. She

People came from Penrhyn Bay,
Moreton, Golftyn and
Montgomery

Advertisement

PENTECOST PRAYER

O

God, on this special
Sunday, remind us of the
signi cance of the
Pentecost.
Somehow, this Sunday, O God,
has been forgotten from our
diaries.
We prepare for Christmas, and
are very aware of Good Friday
and Easter and then, not
intentionally, we are very busy
for this Sunday.
Forgive us for forgetting and
disregarding this crucial event in
our history as a Church and in
the life of the Church today.
By reading anew. O God, the
story, we need the same
con dence today, the same
strength and guidance again;
especially after two years of fear,
grief and confusion.
Come Spirit into our hearts, into
our minds. Strengthen our faith,
inspire our work which will
support us now. In thanking you
today for the rst Pentecost, we
thank you as the Spirit touched
and inspired the disciples as it
still does from century to
century, enlightening your
people in all ages.
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We pray that your Spirit may be a
shield to those who are
persecuted around the world,
especially in Myanmar and
China.

Be close to those who are
disheartened in your work and
others who are weak and who are
lacking in con dence as we come
out of the pandemic.
We pray for many who su er
from poverty and hunger in the
face of climate change and help
us as we plant the 'seeds of hope'
this year.
We constantly pray with the
Ukrainian people in the midst of
the dangers of war and violence.
Equip us to work for peace and
justice in the world.
Be close to everyone who is in
poor health, to others who are
worried about loved ones, and to
our young people who are taking
exams at this time.
Lord, whatever our concern, we
pray that the Spirit will be our
strength and comfort. Embrace
us all in your love. Help us to be
courageous and to persevere to
maintain your ame in our
communities.
Use us now for the sake of your
Kingdom all over the world, in
order that our hands are your
hands to ful l your work.
We ask all our prayers in the
name of Jesus Christ, the
Resurrection and the Life.
Amen
Revd Evan Morgan is Moderator
of the PCW

Forgive us for
forgetting and
disregarding
this crucial
event in our
history as a
Church and in
the life of the
Church today.

VThe football season had reached
its conclusion and the reporter
was giving his nal analysis.
Remarking that he had enjoyed it
more than the previous one he
said: “what with fans being back
in stadiums and Covid being
over”. Immediately he sensed he
had made a dreadful faux pas.

say was only that ‘government
restrictions had been lifted’.

You could almost hear the look of
horror between reporter and
presenter. Then as quickly as he
could, the presenter intervened.
'Of course’, he said, ‘Covid isn’t
over.’ His colleague anxious to
make amends spoke over him,
con rming that what he meant to

Presumably people have been
writing or phoning or tweeting
the BBC to remind them that
Covid is still around and that it
can still be caught. To say that
Covid is over causes upset and
o ence to these people and so the
correct phraseology is that
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PUNDITS FOLLY
Why this embarrassment? Why
the rush to clarify what most
people know to be true? The only
reason I could think of was that
he wanted to avoid causing
o ence.

unsplash.com

‘government restrictions had been
lifted’.
Even though most people would
understand what he meant. Even
though most people are getting
back to normal. Even though most
people can hold two ideas in their
head at the same time, those
journalists were being trained to
speak in such a way as to
minimise the sin of causing
o ence.
It’s a serious business these days.
We are extremely conscious of the
minority. Philosophically
speaking we are all students of
John Stuart Mill, painfully aware
of the dangers of the Tyranny of
the majority where the majority
impose their will on the minority
through the weight of numbers.
So we build into our systems of
government protection for the
minority. An apparent example of
this (though the internet assures
me I’m wrong) is found on the
M62 Trans Pennine way in West
Yorkshire where Stott Hall Farm
stands between the two lanes of
the motorway. Although
commuters, road planners, MPs,
and ultimately government, all
wanted the road built, the rights of
the minority (in this case a
farmer) were respected and the
road built around their farm. A
concession was made to the
minority.
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Lots of individuals, businesses
and public services have tried to
position themselves as being
friends or ‘allies’ to minorities.
They have made increasingly bold
moves to make sure that they
present themselves as diverse
bodies. Sometimes people accuse
them of doing this to ‘virtue
signal’ but it’s more charitable to

assume, I think, that they
genuinely see division as counter
productive and o ensive.
There is however, the danger of
the thin end of the wedge.
Diversity can’t really be diversity
if all you do is submit to
whichever group is most vocal.
We saw an example of this
recently when a Muslim
footballer, Idrissa Gueye,
withdrew from a football match in
Paris apparently because playing
would have involved him wearing
a kit that supported LGBT rights.
Following this the French
Football Federation wrote the
following:
“There are two possibilities, either
these allegations are unfounded
and we invite you to speak out
without delay to silence these
rumours. For example, we invite
you to accompany your message by
a photo of yourself wearing said
shirt.
Or the rumours are true. In this
case we invite you to realise the
impact of your act, and the grave
error committed. The ght against
discrimination towards di erent
minorities, whoever they might be,
is a vital ght for all times.
Whether it’s skin colour, religion,
sexual orientation, or any other
di erence, all discrimination is
based on the same principle which
is rejection of the other because
they are di erent from the
majority.”
It’s ironic that a statement
demanding that the individual be
photographed in the kit to
overturn his ‘grave error’ was
accompanied by a reminder of the
importance of not discriminating
against religion. Where was the

The mark of a
good
Sergeant is
having the
humility to
understand
and allow for
the fact that
the Private
will always
complain
when he
thinks
nobody can
hear.

willingness to accept di erence?
Where was the determination not
to single out a person and demand
they conform to the majority
view? Where, for that matter was
the proof that he had even acted in
a homophobic way? Who was
o ending whom here?
These are just observations about
the state of our conversation at
the moment. As Christians we
could be able to recognise the
importance of truth and the need
to speak it power whoever those
powerful people may be. We need
to be able to speak light in the
darkness, to defend the truth, to
say “Here I stand, I can do no
other”.
Equally we must be able to see the
need to speak as our Lord spoke.
Carefully, gently, patiently,
graciously. We must know that
there were times when he was
insulted and o ended and yet he
chose not to speak, nor to demand
his rights. We know we must treat
our neighbour as we would like to
be treated.
In closing though, smile with me
at the wisdom of the Bible when it
comes to o ence and being
o ended. When those high
minded people complain that
someone used the wrong pronoun
or was ill considered about how to
refer to the prevalence of Covid
look with me at Ecclesiastes 7:21:
Do not pay attention to every word
people say,
or you may hear your servant
cursing you—
for you know in your heart
that many times you yourself
have cursed others.
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How brilliantly honest the Bible
is. How many times have you

cursed others? How many times
have you muttered under your
breath or (as my old maths
teacher would say) chuntered
about someone when they were
out of earshot. How perfect is the
Word of God that it recognises
that workers will always complain
about their bosses, that the
underling will always moan about
the overlord? The mark of a good
Sergeant is having the humility to
understand and allow for the fact
that the Private will always
complain when he thinks nobody
can hear.
Are we willing to be people,
perhaps the only people, who will
say I can take being o ended. I
know what it is to be human and
not be perfect?
Who knows. As people search
more and more for safe spaces
from where they can be protected
from hurt but also shielded from
criticism the Christian attitude of
humility and understanding may
shine through more clearly. May
we understand that it is possible
to be o ended and carry on. To
quote the Prayer of Ignatius:
to give and not to count the cost:
to ght and not to heed the wounds:
In short, may we love and serve,
careful not to give o ence to
anybody save the o ence of the
gospel which is death to the
perishing but life to those who are
being saved.
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