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A  message from the Reverend Evan 
Morgan, Moderator of the General 

Assembly, Presbyterian Church of 
Wales. 

“On behalf of our Church, we extend 
our heartfelt sympathy to the King and 
other members of the Royal family on 
the death of Her Majesty the Queen.  
We thank God for her life, which was 
spent in service and duty to the nations 
of the UK. She was a constant presence 

in our lives, as the only Monarch that 
many of us will have known. 
We acknowledge with gratitude her 
Christian faith, which was a 
cornerstone to a dedicated life of 
service. 

We hold the King and all members of 
the Royal family in our prayers, in their 
grief and loss, and we thank God for her 
trust in Jesus Christ, and her devotion 
to the church.”
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T o most people Canton conjures 
up pictures of China and for 

those  with an interest in trains, a 
railway depot, but for members of the 
Presbyterian Church of Wales it is 
the locus of Salem Welsh CM Church 
and the venue for the 2022 General 
Assembly that met from 5th - 7th 

September. This is a church that has 
produced two Moderators of the 
General Assembly in the last fifteen 
years. The current Moderator, Revd 
Evan Morgan is its current minister 
and Revd Hadyn Thomas whose 
recent death was commemorated 
during the Communion service on 
the second evening was a past 
minister in the 19990’s. Almost in 
sight of the Principality Stadium, the 
church draws a variety of Welsh 
speakers from the capital to its 
services where the woodwork of the 
pulpit and the carved minister’s 
chair is almost as impressive as that 
of some to be seen in the Palace of 
Westminster.  
  
Upon arrival the sixty 
representatives who were attending 
in person were welcomed with a cup 
of coffee and tasty Welsh cakes. 
These were to be a harbinger of the 
eclectic lunches and evening meals 
to be served by a firm of top class 
caterers from Caerphilly whose 
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talents has been noted by one of 
Salem’s elders while attending the 
National Eisteddfod.  
  
This was the first General Assembly 
that Revd Nan Wyn Powell Davies 
had organised, and with her warm 
personality and charm she kept the 
meetings to time and everybody 
feeling positively engaged. In her 
initial words to the Assembly she 
described how her hope each day is in 
the Lord Jesus Christ. Her husband’s 
wish that he just wanted it be a joyful 
Assembly was certainly granted. 
Being on home ground, Revd Evan 
Morgan was aided in all the 
practicalities by his elders and 
members. Even the flooding of the 
Gents toilets on the first night was 
swiftly dealt with and alternative 
arrangements made.  
  
Revd David Bruce, Moderator of the 
General Assembly of the 
Presbyterian Church in Ireland spoke 
on behalf of the other Churches of 
Great Britain and Ireland, reminding 
all present that we should pray 
expectantly for God to be at work in a 

future that will be different, but not 
yet clear. Sometimes Christ’s will can 
be disturbing, but we are, none the 
less, to yield to it. Like the seed that 
dies produces fruit, He requires us to 
die to the past that we may live to the 
future.  
  
The name of the Revd Aneurin Owen, 
a child of our Mission Field in 
Mizoram, and past minister in 
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Llansannan (Association in the 
North) was elected Moderator for 
2023-25. Next year the Assembly will 
be held in Carmarthen from 10th - 
12th July.  
  
Amongst some difficult figures and 
statistics that were read out was one 
that mentioned the twenty-three 
churches that have closed in the first 
half of 2022. In the face of a difficult 
financial future, the Office in Cardiff 
are to help churches to claim Gift Aid 
and GADS. This will augment church 
income by approximately 20%.  
  
New staff appointments and 
retirements were announced, and Mr 
Hedd Morgan, who was described as 
the man who goes the extra mile, has 
been appointed to be one of the two 
new Ministries Department Officers 
alongside Revd Wayne Adams who 
was previously Minister of 
Presbytery in South East Wales. As 
Wayne observed upon being greeted 
by the Assembly, ‘I stand on the 
shoulders of giants (like the founders 
of the Forward Movement) and as a 
result I can see further.’ After some 
years as Training Officer, Delyth 
Oswy Shaw intimated her intention 
of retiring from the role, and one of 

the last courses she will organise is 
advertised elsewhere in this issue of 
‘the Treasury’.  
  
In a brief interlude, Revd Meirion 
Morris was warmly thanked for his 
supervision of the Church over the 
last ten years as General Secretary. A 
presentation was made to him with 
the love and appreciation of the 
Presbyterian Church of Wales family.  
  
Revd Diane Stirling’s Davies Lecture 
on ‘Climate Change: Hand of God or 
Hand of Man’ was addressed from a 
largely Biblical perspective. This was 
done through the medium of English 
as once in five years it is a stipulation 
of the Trust that the lecture be so 
delivered. However, its Chairman, Dr 
John Tudno Williams was confident 
that ‘Diane could easily have done so 
in Welsh.’ The Assembly expressed 
its sympathy and admiration for the 
lecturer, who had kept the 
commitment despite personal 
bereavement in the death of her 
husband, Mr W O Jones.  
  
Revd Dafydd Andrew Jones gave a 
masterly Historical Society Lecture 
with much intricate detail on The 
Shillong Hospital 1913 - 1927 
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(‘Gratitude and Joy beyond limit’). 
He too is a member of Salem, Canton, 
and Revd Glyn Tudwal Jones was 
rightly fulsome in his thanks to the 
lecturer.  
 One regrettable aspect of the 2022 
Assembly was the report of trustees 
of the Ministers’ (and Workers’) 
Pension Fund to close the current 
scheme from 30th September 2022. 
Although three members of the 
Assembly noted their regret at the 
decision, they were understanding 
about the reason. There was little 

groundswell feeling expressed from 
the floor and we can only be grateful 
that the Presbyterian Church of 
Wales has managed to maintain the 
Scheme until now, given that 
neighbouring Presbyterian Churches 
in Scotland and Ireland have varied 
their Pension arrangements some 
five years or more ago. A new Pension 
Scheme that is less expensive for the 
Church will be launched on 1st 
October 2022. Current pensioners 
will be unaffected by the change.  
  
Revd Richard Brunt led devotions on 
both mornings, as well as in prayer 
for the Presbyterian Church of 
Myanmar. As a result of an interview 
on line with its General Secretary, an 
ad hoc appeal in support of our 
Christian friends there was launched, 
details of which are on the PCW 
website. Anyone wishing to support 
our brothers and sisters in Christ in 
Myanmar can do so through the 
Office in Cardiff. However, this 
particular appeal will end on 19th 
September.  
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I f Anglesey is the Mother of Wales, 
it could be said that Sarah Morris 

has played the same role within the 
Presbyterian Church of Wales over 
the last ten years. She has been adept 
at coming alongside individuals and 
small groups at Assemblies and 
Rallies, almost like a mother-figure to 
ensure our well-being.  

On each public occasion where 
Meirion was at the forefront, Sarah 
was also on hand displaying no 
pretension, as becomes a native of 
the valleys of South East Wales, 
greeting a variety of people by name, 
aware of their background. She has 
acted as an unofficial, but gracious 
hostess to invited guests and other 
Assembly representatives for over 
ten years.  

It was the late Mrs Bethan Lloyd 
Jones who felt that it was her 
primary task to keep her husband, the 
prominent London preacher, Dr 
Martyn Lloyd Jones in the pulpit. 

Likewise, in the busy life of the 
General Secretary, with many 
demands on his time, Sarah has put 
the concerns of her husband and the 
Church to the fore, ensuring Meirion 
had the freedom to attend to his 
duties, never once asking why he had 
to go here or there.  

In being the wife of the General 
Secretary, Sarah has sacrificed 
quality time and the less frenetic life 
both she and Meirion might have 
known for one of spearheading the 
work of the Presbyterian Church of 
Wales. 

Sarah will continue to work with the 
Women’s Department, but in her 
capacity as wife of the General 
Secretary, we salute her and thank 
her warmly for sharing her life and 
that of her husband with us in the 
wider Church.  

SARAH, MAM CYFUNDEB
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TRAINING COURSES FOR 
ELDERS IN ADMINISTERING 
THE SACRAMENTS 

W
ithin PCW administering 
the Sacraments of Baptism 
and Communion is 

restricted to elders who have 
received training. The purpose of 
the training is not to tick boxes or to 
test your theological knowledge; it 
is rather an opportunity to consider 
and reflect with fellow believers, on 
the meaning, purpose and 
traditions of Communion and 
Baptism. This hopefully will then 
equip you to thoughtfully lead those 
services, and help others to find 
significance and spiritual 
nourishment through them. 
A number of elders undertake this 
training so that they can administer 
communion in the home or in 
residential homes or hospitals, as 
well as helping out in churches who 
have no minister. 

The course involves 4 - 6 sessions 
on-line, over a few months, and 
some written work, although most 

of the work is group learning and 
discussion. If you feel this is 
something you would like to get 
involved in, do get in touch. You can 
also speak to a minister or to the 
secretary of your presbytery. 
The next course will be a bi-lingual 
course this autumn, with Revd 
Andras Iago as tutor. Please register 
as soon as possible, by contacting 
the training co-ordinator or the 
Cardiff office. 
Delyth Oswy-Shaw (Training Co-
ordinator) 

CRESCENT CHAPEL, 
NEWTOWN 
Over the past dozen years since the 
redevelopment of the building, 
some dozen or so small diamond 
shaped window panes have been 
broken by courtesy of passing 
vandals.  However, these incidents 
were nothing compared to a recent 
event.  In what is now the kitchen, 
there is a stained glass window.  A 
lout threw stones at this.  It resulted 
in damage to the window and it 
destroyed the writing.  It took some 
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time to find a company willing to 
tackle the difficult job of restoring the 
window to its original composition.  
With the approval of insurers, we 
hope to have the window back in 
pristine condition shortly.  We are 
also having the small damaged panes 
replaced. 
The stained glass window is a tribute 
to a former minister at the Crescent, 
Revd Edward Parry, M.A.  Mr. Parry 
was called to the chapel in 1878 and 
supervised the move from the old 
chapel in Chapel Street to its present 
location of the Crescent roundabout.  
He died tragically in a fire at his 
lodgings on 24 March 1919 at the age 
of seventy-five.  He had been the pilot 
of the chapel for over forty years.  The 
memorial read: 
To the Glory of God & in memory 
of the Rev. Edward Parry M.A. 
Pastor of this Church.  1878-1919 
Mr Parry was not only a gentleman, 
but was one that could be truly called 
a gentle man was the opinion of Bert 
Jones who later an elder in the 
chapel.  Mr Parry’s great love was for 
the Foreign Mission.  This passion is 
well demonstrated by the annual 
accounts in which collections for and 
donations to the activities of the 
mission overseas feature constantly 
and prominently. 

FAIRWATER, CARDIFF 
The beautiful sunny day brought out 
the August Messy Church theme of 
‘All Things Bright and Beautiful’ at 
Fairwater Presbyterian Church, 
Cardiff when 29 children along with 
parents and guardians were helped 
by 14 church volunteers to look at the 
wonderful world God has created.  An 
hour in the hall of craft  when the 
children made bugs from pegs, 
stained ‘glass’ butterflies, animal 
headbands, flower wands and mosaic 
fish.  The children then went into the 
church to hear the story of Noah. 
Then back into the hall for a light 
lunch of hotdogs, crisps and cakes 
before the children left with a bag full 
of their own creations.   

GARDEN VILLAGE, WREXHAM 
The first Sunday in September marks 
the restarting of regular activities in 
church. After the hiatus of the past 
three years, it was good to announce 
the return of the Playgroup and other 
other community organisations that 
use the church hall. On 4th 
September, the Editor of ‘the 
Treasury’ magazine conducted 
morning worship and the photograph 
includes those who attended the 
service that day.  
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The Moderator of the Association in 
The East pays tribute to the life of 
Her Majesty Queen Elizabeth II. 
  
“The old order changeth yielding 
place to new, and God fulfils 
Himself in many ways.” (Alfred, 
Lord Tennyson) 
  

M any years ago whilst working 
in rural Tamil Nadu on a 

tsunami relief project, the minibus 
in which our team of students was 
travelling was waylaid by a group of 
angry Tamil villagers with a 
grievance against their local 
government. As we were marched 
off the bus and assembled in front 
of the village elders, their 
spokesman though our interpreter, 
only wanted to know two things: 
what was my opinion of Ian Botham 
as an all-rounder and how was the 
Queen? Confused and very nervous 
of our fate, I replied that The Queen 
was fine, but I was not sure about 
her fast bowling! 

Fast forward to the day when 
whilst on holiday in Manila I 

was introduced to the Filipina lady 
who would become my wife. The 
first topic of conversation Leslie 
wanted to raise was – The Royal 
Family. Queen Elizabeth II was not 
just our Queen, but she was truly 
the uncrowned Queen of the world. 
Indeed, 94% of the global 
population have not known a world 
without her constant smiling 
presence in the background. 
  

A nd now Her Majesty is no 
longer with us. It was 

appropriate that her final weeks, 
and then her passing, were in 
Balmoral, the place where she felt 
truly at home and where, as a Kirk 
colleague has said, Her Majesty 
could hang her crown on the gates 
and be herself. Yet it seemed 
sudden. It left us little time to 
prepare for ‘the changing of the old 
order.’ And it has elicited emotions 
within us that we were not 
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expecting. The sense of loss is real, 
our grief palpable. And that feeling 
of bereavement has nothing to do 
with her titles or her sovereign role, 
not because of what she was but 
because of who she was. 
  

H istorians talk of the divine 
right of kings. But Her Majesty 

(who, remember, was not born with 
any expectation of becoming 
Queen) was wise enough to know 
she could only rule with consent. 
She maintained that consent by 
gracefully steering us through times 
of unimaginable change over seven 
decades in a magisterial balancing 
act of tradition and gradual change. 
She was our lodestar throughout 
our lives, or as our new Prime 
Minister has said, the Rock upon 
which modern Britain was built. 
She inspired us; she reassured us at 
times of uncertainty, most 
memorably in her broadcast during 
the Covid pandemic. “We will be 
with our friends again. We will be 
with our families again. We will 
meet again.” She laughed with us, 
and privately, as I know from 
Dunblane and the handwritten 
message on her wreath I personally 
witnessed following the school 
shooting in 1996, she cried with us. 
  

E very Christmas many of us 
invited her into our homes to 

listen to her Christmas message. 
Increasingly in later years, she 
referred in those broadcasts to her 
deep Christian faith. It was a faith 
that sustained her through her own 
dark times. Through the lens of her 
treasured Bible, she challenged us 
to be better, kinder people. 
Elizabeth II remained to the end a 
Christian  
servant to her God, bearing witness 
to His eternal love. 
  

N ot every reader of The 
Treasury will be a royalist. But 

we can all give thanks for a lady 

whose example of selfless service 
will never be equalled. “When 
comes such another?” And now, in 
Tennyson’s words, the old order has 
yielded place to new. God does 
indeed fulfil Himself in many ways. 
So let us pray for our new king, King 
Charles III, and commend to God’s 
care a family that is bereft and 
heartbroken: children, 
grandchildren and great-
grandchildren whose loss is far 
greater than ours. They will miss 
her the most because they loved her 
the best. And let us remember the 
new Prince and Princess of Wales 
who will surely have a special part 
to play now in the life of our 
principality. 
  

M y final words come from the 
Scottish moors that Her 

Majesty loved so much and knew so 
well, in a windswept hillside 
memorial for love and duty from 
Lewis Grassic Gibbon’s “Sunset 
Song.” I can think of nothing more 
fitting than these lines:  
  
“He fair could play, the piper, he tore 
at your heart marching there with 
the tune leaping up the moor and 
echoing across the loch… And syne 
folk saw that the dark had come and 
began to stream down the hill, 
leaving her there. Some were 
uncertain and looked them back. 
They’d the last of the light with her 
up there, and maybe they didn’t need 
it or heed it. You can do without the 
day if you’ve a lamp quiet-lighted 
and kind in your heart.” 

Kindness. Service. Duty. A life well-
lived. ‘Well done, good and faithful 
servant, enter though into the joy of 
thy Lord!’ Rest in peace, Your 
Majesty, reunited with your beloved 
Philip. And let the lamp of your 
service, quiet-lighted and kind, be 
kindled in our hearts as you would 
wish it.  God Save The King! 



Revd Philip Aneurin Thomas 
Philip was born in Skewen on 9th 
December 1938. He attended Coed 
Ffranc Schooland later the 
Technical College in Neath. On 
leaving school at 16 he started an 
engineering apprenticeship at BP 
in Llandarcy and continued to work 
there until the site was closed. 
During that time he undertook 
National Service in the Royal 
Welsh Regiment in Wrecsam and 
Cyprus.   
  
On leaving BP he spent a few years 
as a Driving Instructor before 
enrolling at the United Theological 
College in Aberystwyth in 1990. He 
was ordained inn Morian, 
Casllwchwr in September 1992.  
  
He attended Hermon Welsh 
Presbyterian Church in Skewen 
where one of his close friends and 
mentors was Islwyn Howells.  
  
His first pastorate was at Ithon 
Road, Llandrindod Wells, Bethany, 
Rhayader, Alpha, Builth Wells, 
Hope, Llanfaredd, Sychnant and 
Pany y Dwr. Subsequently he 
accepted a call to Nant Hall, 
Prestatyn and Princes Street, Rhyl. 
Upon retirement he took up a part 
time position as Free Church 
Chaplain at Glan Clwyd Hospital 
until his return to South Wales 
where he was Part Time minister at 
Zion, Carmarthen until 2006.  
  
Philip was a very keen rugby player, 
and spent some years as a referee. 
With his wife Jean they moved to 
Gozo, Malta in 2008 where sadly 
Philip received the home call on 

27th July 2022 to be with his Lord 
and Saviour after months of illness. 
His funeral took place two days 
later.   
J Paul Morgan 
   
Mr W O Jones, Arddleen  
Bill, known to many as W.O. was 
born at Gelliaur, Cwmbelan, 
Llanidloes, in October 1922.  He 
was the seventh of nine children.  
His parents were Edward  and Mary 
Jane Jones.  Gelliaur was a holding 
of 100 acres.  It was a hillside farm 
with a large portion of rough 
grazing.  Bill attended day school 
Monday to Friday until the 
Christmas after his fourteenth 
birthday, and Saturdays were spent 
helping out on the farm.  Sundays 
were devoted to chapel with 
Sunday School in the morning in 
Hendreaur which was about half a 
mile from home. After dinner, they 
would walk 3 miles over the hill to 
our chapel at Sychnant for the 
afternoon and evening services 
with tea in between.  Bill’s father 
was an Elder and Pulpit Secretary 
there.   
  
After leaving school Bill worked on 
several farms as a wagonner, 
working with the farm horses, 
before moving to Llandewi Hall 
where he met Daisy.  They married 
in 1944 and went on to have two 
children Pam and Bryan.  After 
working at Upper Fridd Trefeglwys 
(home of Mr Gwilym Evans) and 
then Brynderwen Abermule, Bill 
and Daisy acquired their own 
council holding at Severnside in 
Forden before moving to a bigger 
holding in Maesderw, Pool Quay, 
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where they were able to 
successfully expand their dairy 
herd.  On retiring, Bill and Daisy 
moved to Kingswood, Pool Quay. 
  
Wherever Bill was living he always 
attended chapel.  He was ordained 
an elder in 1964.  In Abermule, he 
taught in the Sunday School and he 
was Treasurer in Arddleen from 
1979 until retiring in his nineties.  
Bill was also always the person who 
would welcome everyone with a 
smile at the chapel door, and many 
members came to Arddleen Chapel 
as a result of this.  Bill also quietly 
looked after the chapel building and 
garden, ensuring that everything 
ran smoothly.  He was Moderator of 
Presbytery in 1997 and 2012, and 
served on a number of PCW 
committees at both Presbytery and 
Association level. He also worked 
hard in the community. With his 
wife Daisy’s help, he established the 
County Council Tenants 
Association, taking on the role as 
Chair.  He was County Chairman of 
the NFU when it was 
Montgomeryshire’s turn. He served 

on the Guilsfield Community 
Council until he was 90, and the 
Patient Participation Group with 
Llanfyllin Medical Practice for 
many years.  
  
Since we married in 2011, Bill has 
been a continuing source of 
strength, warmth, inspiration and 
humanity in my ministry and 
personal life. 
  
Bill’s life was one of Christian 
service to his Lord and Master, and 
love and care for his family and the 
community of which he was a part. 
He is greatly missed by us all. 
  
His funeral will take place on 
Saturday 24th September at 1pm in 
Tabernacle, Arddleen SY22 6RT.  
  
(As Mr W O Jones had served as an 
elder for 58 years at the time of his 
death, and was in his 100th year, it 
seemed to the Editor that no-one 
was better suited to write a brief 
memoir of his life than his wife, Revd 
Diane Stirling to whom we extend 
our sympathy).  

 MrWO Jones



T he Mizos have a deep love for 
the Welsh people. If you ask 

anyone in Aizawl, the capital of 
Mizoram to say one thing about 
Wales, they will say without batting 
an eyelid, “They are the people who 
brought us the Good News.”  
  
Whenever our family goes back to 
Mizoram and talks about Wales, our 
friends and relatives would say, 
“When you talk about Wales, ka lung 
a leng.” The literal translation would 
be  “When you talk about Wales, my 
heart goes for a walk”. What it 
actually means is “When you talk 
about Wales, I feel a longing for the 
people I love, a longing for the place I 
love, a longing for home,” even 
though they had never been to Wales. 
Such love is difficult to explain. 
  
Saturday August 27th: We met up at 
Rebecca and Miara’s lovely house in 
Montgomery. Some of us drove from 
as far as Canterbury and Portsmouth. 
Some came by train from London and 
Leeds. We were offered delicious 

lunch in their beautiful garden. We 
then proceeded to Coleg Y Bala in the 
afternoon. After finding our rooms 
and settling in, we had our opening 
service in the evening and briefings 
were done by Rebecca. After the 
service, we had an informal time 
singing hymns, praising God, and 
dancing till about midnight, led by 
our 83 year old matriarch, Dr Mani 
Zadeng. 
  
Sunday 28th August: After having 
breakfast at 08:30, we left for 
Bethany Chapel in Tregynon. We had 
a warm welcome there and we were 
offered tea, coffee and biscuits. Rev 
Mary Turnock spoke about how 
wonderful it is that we become 
brothers and sisters through Christ, 
that we should be bound together by 
love and that we should strengthen 
our faith together. I had the chance to 
speak to the congregation as the 
chairman of our Mizo community 
and thanked the Welsh people for all 
the wonderful things they had done 
to us. Mrs Mahriati Hmar read a 
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Bible verse in Mizo. We sang a Mizo 
hymn as a group.  
  
After the service we visited Brooks 
Chapel where Rev D E Jones, better 
known in Mizoram as Zosaphluia, 
cared for before embarking upon his  
journey to Mizoram. We spent time 
praying there. My mind wandered 
back over a century ago, about what 
thought would have gone through  his 
young mind, before he set out on a 
journey to a far away land, not 
knowing what was lying in wait for 
him. Many of us feel it was one of the 
highlights of our retreat.  
  
In the afternoon, we arrived at 
Jerusalem Chapel in Rafail. This 
again is a historic tour for us as it is 
the very chapel where Revd Thomas 
Jones, the first missionary to the 
Khasi Hills used to worship. The 
congregation there welcomed us with 
a delicious lunch. Here Revd James 
Senate conducted Communion 
service in Mizo which was also 
attended by many of our Welsh 
brothers and sisters. In the evening 
we had praise and worship conducted 
by the Coleg Y Bala team. When we 
sang songs together in Welsh, English 
and Mizo, such was our joy that we 
felt it was a taste of heaven. 
  
Monday 29th August: After 
breakfast we had a Bible Study/
Group activity led by Revd James 
Senate. He is a pastor serving the 
Lord in the South of Wales. We 
discussed issues facing modern 
Christians, issues like Do I need God? 
What is God to me? How can I hear 
the voice of God? We shared our 
thoughts and experiences. It was 
another highlight of our retreat. 
  
After lunch, we visited Mary Jones’s 
World, along with Pi Teii’s and 
Thomas Charles' graves. I can say 
with hand in my heart that Mary 
Jones is as popular in Mizoram as in 
Wales, if not more. I have yet to find a 

Mizo adult who does not know the 
story of Mary Jones. After all, we 
were told her wonderful story in the 
Sunday schools and every Mizo 
attended Sunday schools in their 
childhood. Mary Jones’ World was 
closed to the public at the time, but 
thanks to God and Revd Aneurin 
Owen aka Pu Zolawma, we were 
given access to the site. By the way, 
Pu Zolawma is more Mizo than 
Welsh. Anyway that is how we feel! 
  
We also visited the childhood home of 
Revd D E Jones near Bala. In the 
afternoon we had an informal time 
chatting with the children and 
grandchildren of our missionaries. 
We cannot thank them enough for 
finding the time coming to meet us as 
they had to travel long distances to 
get there. We had a BBQ dinner 
together arranged by the wonderful 
Coleg Y Bala team. In the evening we 
had a fruitful time praising God and 
sharing wonderful and often 
hilarious memories from the children 
of our missionaries, the service was 
led by Revd Meirion Morris, the 
former General Secretary of the 
PCW. 
  
Tuesday August 30th: Sadly some of 
us including myself had to leave for 
home soon after breakfast as we had a 
long drive ahead and it was back to 
the grind the next morning. 

Our retreat was a huge success and it 
was a once in a lifetime experience 
for all of us. It enriched our spiritual 
lives, our oneness with Christ and we 
all felt His presence during the entire 
time. We cannot thank the 
Presbyterian Church of Wales, 
Rebecca, Miara, Pu Zolawma and the 
team at Coleg y Bala enough for 
making our dreams come true. 
  
Dr Thangura Zadeng, Chairman, UK 
Zofate., Canterbury 

The Mizos 
have a deep 
love for the 
Welsh 
people. If 
you ask 
anyone in 
Aizawl, the 
capital of 
Mizoram to 
say one thing 
about Wales, 
they will say 
without 
batting an 
eyelid, “They 
are the 
people who 
brought us 
the Good 
News.” 



Over her years of service the 
Queen was asked to meet many 

people with whom she disagreed. In 
1978 she was required to invite the 
Romanian dictator Nicolai 
Ceaucescu to stay in Buckingham 
Palace. The Royal biographer Robert 
Hardman wrote afterwards that 
“while walking her dogs in the 
Palace gardens, the Queen spotted 
Ceausescu and his wife Elena 
heading in her direction. She 
decided the best course of action 
was to hide behind a bush rather 
than conduct polite conversation." 

Poorly behaved houseguests are one 
thing but one morning in June 2012 
Queen Elizabeth was asked to meet 
someone with whom she had a much 
darker and more painful past. She 
had been invited to the Lyric 
Theatre, Belfast. Amongst the 
various dignitaries she was asked to 
meet was the Deputy First Minister 
and one time IRA commander, 
Martin McGuinness. 

The IRA had a history with Her 
Majesty. Obviously they had waged 
war on her subjects and members of 
her armed forces. They had also 
attempted to assassinate two of her 
Prime Ministers, but perhaps most 
personally for the Queen they had 
murdered her second cousin Lord 
Mountbatten. 

We can presume that these things 
were on her mind on that June 
morning in Belfast as she walked up 
to Martin McGuinness and shook 
his hand.  

McGiuinnness said afterwards: “I 
said to them that I recognised that 
they too had lost a loved one. I did 
not shy away from the issue because 
I think these are things that we need 
to face up to. 

“I will not repeat what she said as 
that would not be proper, but she 
was absolutely understanding of the 
need for everybody to work together 
to ensure that we don’t go back to 
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the past. She was very gracious 
about it.” 

How did she manage to engage 
people like McGuinness, people 
who often considered themselves 
her enemy? 

Inevitably, in the days after her 
death a lot of people have been 
making a great deal of her duty, her 
sacrifice and her obedience to the 
vows she made seven decades ago. 
They are also making a lot of her 
faith. What’s slightly peculiar is 
that those two things — her duty 
and her faith — are described 
separately, as if one has nothing to 
do with the other.  

However, if, as most of us believe, 
this woman was a Christian, then 
those virtues that are being so 
loudly celebrated should be seen 
to have come from her faith.  

I think just now, most particularly 
of the spiritual fruit of gentleness.  

We tend to think of gentleness as 
something to do with tenderness. 
But the word we see in Galatians 5 
is the Greek word Praotes which is 
something a little bit different.  

Like the Queen, the great Greek 
general Xenophon loved horses. 
However he needed horses fit for 
battle. Ones that were strong and 
fearless, ready to charge into 
battle. But he also needed a 
warhorse that knew when to stand 
still, how to hold its position, how 
to maintain poise under fire. In 
other words he needed a trained 
warhorse. And the word Xenophon 
used to describe a well trained 
warhorse was the word praotes. 
Christian’s too need the gift of 
praotes. We should never be 
indifferent to sin, injustice, or 
wickedness. But if we are unable to 

engage with our enemies we 
will be of no use in the 
kingdom. We need the ability 
to act without compromise 
but also to act without 
unnecessary harshness. We 
need the gift of praotes. 

It seems to me that that is 
the gift that Queen Elizabeth 
drew on that day in 2012. 
What might she have done 
when confronted with her 
enemy? She could have 
turned around and walked 
away. She could have flared 
her nostrils and beat a path 
straight past him, ignoring 
his outstretched arm, she 
could have remonstrated 
with him, listing all of the 
crimes he had committed 
and retelling the testimonies 
of the victims, many off 
whom she would have met. 
She could have done those 
things, no doubt to the 
applause of many. But what 
would she have gained? 

By contrast, what she did 
produced a stunning reaction 
around the world. Millions of 
people saw a victim of terrorism 
come face to face with her 
persecutor and take a different 
path. A path of reconciliation, a 
path that she hoped would lead to 
peace. The gift of praotes enabled 
her to act without compromise. 
She did not shrug at injustice nor 
was she forced to applaud evil; at 
the same time the gift of praotes 
restrained her from lashing out, 
blowing her top or ‘giving him a 
piece of her mind’. The gift of 
praotes is a gift from God. It is part 
of the personality of Christ, the 
one who could rebuke the proud 
and restore the humble. May we 
seek that gift from Christ too, for 
his glory and our good. 
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