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Bois bach! You wait 64 years for 
Wales to get to the World Cup 
finals only for them to qualify 

for the most unwanted competition in 
history. 


We all know the arguments. It’s being 
played at the wrong time of year, in 
stadiums built essentially by slave 
labour, at a huge environmental cost, 
provided by a host that manipulated 
the decision making process and 
which is at odds with ‘our values’. But 
it’s still the World Cup. And over the 
next few weeks we’ll see again what 
that means. Where else do you see 
people in their millions sing their 

anthems, wear their colours, and 
support their nation?  Where else do 
we see nations coming together to 
support, celebrate and commiserate 
with one another. Amidst the 
hypocrisy, we will see humanity. 


In this issue we are delighted to 
publish details of the way Coleg 
Trefeca and the PCW have helped to 
support Ukrainian refugees. We also 
publish an advertisement for a carol 
service on Zoom, (another way we have 
found to unite while apart). We close 
this special supplement with a quick 
reminder that, when the anthems end 
the real singing begins. 
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Do not forget to show hospitality to 
strangers, for by so doing some 
people have shown hospitality to 
angels without knowing it. (Hebrews 
13:2)


O n the 24th of February this 
year, the world watched 
while Russia invaded 

Ukraine causing the biggest refugee 
crisis since the second world war. 
By May, 8 million people were 
believed to have been forced from 
their homes.


Three weeks later, the UK 
government had set up the Homes 
for Ukraine scheme, and within 2 
weeks 200,000 people had signed up 
to welcome refugees to their homes.

At the same time, officers of the 
Presbyterian Church of Wales were 
speaking to the Welsh Government 
about using Coleg Trefeca as an 

Emergency Centre.  After much 
discussion, it was agreed and we had 
24 hours to prepare ourselves for 
welcoming up to 28 individuals 
from Ukraine from Thursday 17th 
March. There was a degree of 
secrecy about the whole project to 
protect the centre and its occupants. 
This was to ensure the safety of our 
visitors, and to obey what Welsh 
Government had asked us as a 
centre.  


The Trefeca 'Family', a community 
of people from different areas and 
with various skills. Some of them 
were trained to assist Harris in the 
work of evangelizing Wales. In the 
1840s a different 'family' came to 
live in Trefeca when the place was 
turned into a Preparatory College 
for students with a focus on the 
Christian Ministry which was to 
continue with the main work of 

PCW SUPPORTS UKRAINE
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Howell Harris, presenting the living 
Christ to the people of Wales. In 
2022, Trefeca was preparing for 
another ‘family’ to come and stay.

Trefeca was a flurry of activity in the 
short time there was to set up the 
Welcome Centre, buying food, and 
other sundries as a sign of our 
welcome, even bed linen and towels! 
The endless meetings began with the 
Welsh Government, Powys County 
Council and other agencies that 
would also be there, playing their part 
in the welcome. We had no idea who 
was going to turn up, male, female, 
old, young? We had no idea what 
their needs would be on arrival 
either. It was made clear at the start 
of the negotiations that our primary 
duty would be to offer 
accommodation and food, and that all 
other needs would be met by Powys 
County Council. Miraculously, from 
our side, everything was ready to 
welcome the visitors at midnight the 
following night, and all that was left 
to do was wait.


We waited 5-6 weeks in the end, and 
it felt like an age to say the least. Our 
first visitors arrived, two middle-aged 
brothers, and within a week more 
visitors came, men, women young 

and old, and within no time the 
College was full.


Powys Council arranged medical 
checks, help with bank accounts and 
benefits, daily language lessons, and 
eventually more permanent homes. 
However, all these appointments 
needed co-ordinating, and often 
transport to them. Mair Jones and 
Richard Castle (Centre Manage and 
Assistant were constantly on call 
24/7, for that 6 months, as they were 
the ones on the spot. And they didn’t 
just do what was necessary, but also 
(with the use of the Bala minibus) 
made opportunities for our guests to 
enjoy the surrounding area. and learn 
something of this land of Wales. The 
team at Trefeca did a tremendous job, 
and we as a denomination are totally 
indebted to them for what they did in 
our name.


Revd Jenny Garrard, one of the 
trustees of the College reflects on 
on her summer volunteering.  


I t was a Thursday in August 
and I sat in the lounge, as a 
Trustee of Trefeca, and 

looked round at who else was there. 
15- 20 people were gathered 
including  Jane Hutt AM Minister for 
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Social Justice in the Welsh 
Assembly, Jane Dodds local AM, 
staff and representatives of Powys 
Council, Mair Jones, the Centre 
Manager, and two of our Ukrainian 
guests . It quickly became obvious 
from the conversation, that we were 
all trying to do our best for those 
who had fled the war in Ukraine, and 
seeking to start a new life in Wales. 
They were exiled from where they 
belonged, people on a journey to a 
new life, if you want a Biblical 
image.


We heard and shared common 
problems, getting the required 
documentation and paperwork 
completed as quickly as possible, 
trying to find suitable more 
permanent homes that gave access 
to transport,  and work possibilities, 
and seeing how the skills and talents 
that many had brought with them, 
could indeed help us as a nation.

As we joined the rest of the 
Ukrainians for lunch in the dining 
room, I reflected on how this gift of 
hospitality, space and time, has 
always been what Trefeca does best. 
It can provide that place where 
Churches and Secular 
organisations,  and people of 
different faiths and nationalities. 
can sit down together, listen to each 
other, share each others struggles 
and learn together to make this 
world a better place for all its 
people. Whatever Trefeca’s future 
holds, I hope and pray it will 
continue to be that meeting place

 

When the last guest left during 
October, Trefeca had been a refuge 
to 31 people in total, made up of 15 
families.


“You have been a refuge for the poor, 
a refuge for the needy in distress, a 
hiding place from the storm, a shade 
from the heat. When the breath of 

tyrants is like a winter storm.”  
Isaiah 25:4


The efforts of everyone at Coleg 
Trefeca, and the willingness of PCW 
was recognised at the highest level 
of Government, and we are pleased 
to share with you a letter of thanks 
from the Right Honourable Mark 
Drakeford MS, First Minister of 
Wales.

 

FROM MARK DRAKEFORD


W
e want to express my 
heartfelt thanks on behalf of 
my Government for your 

incredible support and the 
exceptional hard work of your 
officers over the last few months. 
Your organisations have played a 
critical role in ensuring Wales could 
live up to our ambition of being a 
Nation of Sanctuary. The Coleg 
Trefeca Welcome Centre was one of 
our first Welcome Centres, acting as 
a symbol of an extraordinary warm 
Welsh welcome to our new 
Ukrainian friends. Your efforts have 
demonstrated the truly Team Wales 
approach which is now 
characteristic in our joint effort to 
support people seeking sanctuary. 
Through partnership we have 
collectively allowed many families 
to seek safety in Wales and equip 
them with the support they needed 
to start a new life here. We would 
not have been able to achieve that 
without the dedicated work of your 
teams. 


Powys County Council have played a 
critical role as an essential partner, 
with the challenges of setting up the 
Welcome Centre for Ukrainians in 
Wales and overcoming new 
unforeseen challenges in 
unprecedented times. You have 
risen to this challenge admirably 
overcoming all obstacles. Providing 
excellent wraparound support 
service and case work, was at the 

Miraculously 
everything 
was ready to 
welcome the 
visitors at 
midnight the 
following 
night, and all 
that was left 
to do was 
wait.



core of what we wanted to achieve, 
and Powys County Council has 
achieved fantastic results. We are 
delighted that you are continuing to 
support us in helping Ukrainians 
who arrived through the Homes for 
Ukraine and Ukraine Family 
Schemes, along with those who have 
already moved on into more long-
term accommodation within Powys. 

We would like to thank the 
Presbyterian Church of Wales, for 
your organisation’s remarkable 
support in our Nation of Sanctuary 
efforts. We were delighted to work 
with you, and it says everything 
about the commitment of the 
organisation to humanitarian 
purpose 


The emphasis at Coleg Trefeca on 
hospitality and welcome was 
abundant and it certainly provided 
that little bit of heaven you describe 
for our Ukrainian guests. 


It was clear to see the impact each of 
your organisation had made through 
the gratitude of the residents. No 
matter how long they spend in 
Wales, we are sure that the time 
spent at Coleg Trefeca will stay with 
them as a precious memory for the 
rest of their lives. Thank you for 
playing such an important part in 
supporting people in such difficult 
circumstances. 


We hope that this process has been a 
positive experience despite the 
operational challenges the proposal 
created. As ever, there is always a 
wide cast list who made something 
like this possible and it is not always 
possible to thank everyone directly. 
Please share our thanks with all of 
your officers and partners who made 
this a reality. We are proud that you 
have helped towards writing an 
important chapter in the history of 
modern Wales as a compassionate, 
globally responsible nation. 


Carols@zoom
The Women’s Sub-committee                                                               

extend a very warm welcome to a                                               
Virtual Carol Service                                                

Wednesday December 14th                                                                          

at 1.30
Please contact                                                

eirian.roberts@ebcpcw.cymru for the link 



Last week with family I 
visited the Big Pit Museum 
north of Newport. Part of the 

experience takes you down the 
original cage into a real coal mine. 
On the tour down below we were 
shown the stables where the pit 
ponies lived – a dark and dismal 
place. Until Nationalisatiom in 
1947, when every miner was given 
two weeks paid leave a year and the 
ponies had to be brought to the 
surface, they spent the whole of 
their working lives underground. 
When they were brought to the 
surface they simply could not stand 
natural light and had to wear 
blinkers. 


November is often seen as a ‘dark’ 
month as we struggle to get used to 
shorter evenings. Many people who 
suffer from depression say it is the 
worst month for them. Add to this 
the current unstable state of our 
world, things certainly don’t seem 
to be getting better. The war in 
Ukraine, the human rights issues 
flaring up in Iran and Afghanistan, 
fuel shortages and rising prices, our 
own refugee crisis, changes in 
government and uncertainty 

regarding our economics – the list 
could go in! 


But there is hope. At the end of 
November we celebrate the 
beginning of Advent – the four 
Sundays leading up to Christmas. 
Traditionally it’s a time of 
preparation for remembering the 
birth of Jesus Christ, described by 
the New Testament writers as 
‘Light in the Darkness’*, and also a 
time when we look forward in 
hopeful anticipation to his return 
one day in blazing glory, righting all 
wrongs and establishing God’s 
kingdom of light once and for all. 

One of the challenges for people like 
you and me is are we slowly but 

surely becoming like those pit 
ponies – so used to living in the 
shadows and darkness of this world 
that we cannot recognise true light 
when we see it face to face. As the 
apostle John says in his Gospel: 
‘Light has come into the world, but 
people prefer darkness to 
light.’ (Matthew 4:16 & John 1:5).  


Revd Dr Paul Kirby is the part time 
minister with the Presbyterian 
Church in Burry Green
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LLANDUDNO


I rene Bannister assisted by 
over thirty-four others 
assembled 2,717 poppies 

onto netting in time for 
Remembrance-tide 2022. A year ago 
Irene began knitting poppies, unsure 
what she would use them for. 
Inspired by the ‘Hope Remembrance 
Respect’ project at Gwrych Castle, 
she appealed on Facebook for any 
interested persons to join her site 
Laandudno Poppy Crafters. There 
she appealed for anyone to create a 
poppy in any medium. Amazed by 
the response she became great 
friends with one of the poppy 
craters, Helen Davies and she helped 
in the assembling of the poppies 
onto netting. In the week leading up 
to Remembrance Sunday Gloddaeth 
Church was open for the public to 
see the exhibition of poppies. It was 

truly an opportunity for all to say 
‘We will remember them.’ 


PENRHYN BAY


T he Editor of ‘the Treasury’ 
was invited to be the guest 
preacher at the annual 

Remembrance Day service in 
Penrhyn Bay. A goodly number of 
medals were on display, not least one 
from  the Falklands Conflict of forty 
years ago that was worn by a then 
volunteer radio operator on the QE2, 
Phil Marriott. Dave Robinson read 
both lessons from the Bible and they 
were joined for a photograph after 
the service by Keith Greenhalgh.  


At the same time, Revd Iain Hodgins 
prayed a blessing on the seventy-five 
shoe boxes that the members had 
filled to brighten the Christmas of 
children and others in Eastern 

NEWS FOR THE CHURCHES
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Europe. Margaret Cossey one of the 
elders was joined by Pauline Owen, 
Local Organiser of Teams4U to  
celebrate the combined effort of 
members and friends in a photograph. 


PONTYPRIDD


R evd Phil Wall has recently 
moved from St David’s 
Uniting Church to pastures 

new in Milton Keynes. In this 
tripartite linking, the church has to 
decide which of the three parent 
denominations will provide ministry 
in the future. 


MOUNT PLEASANT, EBBW VALE


T he church elders heard 
recently that Revd John 
Colney underwent spinal 

surgery on 27th. October. The surgery 
was successful and he and Hmingtei 
returned to Aizawl on 4th. November. 
He will need a lot of rest and has to be 
very careful for the next six weeks. 
They continue to uphold him in their 
prayers and invite others who know 
John to do likewise. 


PARK END’S CHRISTIAN AID - 
SEEDS OF HOPE FUNDRAISER


O n a recent Saturday Park End 
Church enjoyed a lovely 
afternoon of music with a 

free concert. Friends from 
Cambrensis Wind Band played a 
variety of music from a selection 
from West End musicals, the Beatles 
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Concert in Park End.



and Beach Boys to themes from 
popular film. 


A huge thank you to all who took part 
and to those who came to support.

The conductor was Dave Elliott and 
we were treated to Jo, a female vocal 
soloist.


FROM OUR TIME


S adly the church at Havelock 
Street Newport no longer 
meets. However, one of its 

former ministers, Revd Philip 
Eveson has unearthed a photograph 
of the Whit Monday Parade of 
Newport Sunday Schools from 1969. 
Some readers may recognise Philip 
and his wife, Jenny under the 
Havelock Street banner. The little 
boy in long trousers is Philip 
Stallard, and the girl to the right 
holding one of the ropes is Dennis 
Watkins' daughter, Sally. Havelock 
Street was notable for being home to 
the first Boys Brigade Company to be 
formed in Newport, and being bold 

enough to paint over the pulpit and 
furniture in the sanctuary with a 
light coloured paint - a contrast to 
the dark varnished wood of most 
other chapels and churches of that 
era.


SE WALES PRESBYTERY


S outh East Wales Presbytery 
held an Ordination Service 
in Seilo, Gelligroes on the 

evening of October 19th 2022.


Three Elders were ordained. Mrs 
Jenny Barnes and Mrs Clare 
Maynard (United Churches Cardiff - 
Fairwater) Miss Ruth Sims (Bailey 
Street, Brynmawr)


Mrs.  June Maxwell (Windsor Road, 
Caerphilly) conferred with the 
ordinands on behalf of Presbytery. 
Revd Alvan Richards-Clarke 
(Presbytery Moderator) led the 
service and Revd Dr Mike Ward gave 
the charge. The pianist was Miss 
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Rosemary Lloyd from Hope Penuel, 
Pontyclun.


It was a lovely service joined by 
families and friends and hosted so 
well by Gelligroes members. 


We pray that they will continue to 
seek the Lord, obey His 
commandments, obey His will and to 
serve His people in their churches 
and the wider Connexion.


NORTHOP HALL


T he church held it annual 
Christmas Fair on Saturday, 
19th November. This was the 

first time in three years that it was 
possible to hold such an event due to 
Covid restrictions. Almost one 
hundred people passed through the 
entrance doors, and £1300 was 
raised to augment the chapel funds. 


PONTYPRIDD


R evd Phil Wall has recently 
moved from St David’s 
Uniting Church to pastures 

new in Milton Keynes. In this 
tripartite linking, the church has to 
decide which of the three parent 
denominations will provide ministry 
in the future. 


MOUNT PLEASANT, EBBW 
VALE


T he church elders heard 
recently that Revd John 
Colney underwent spinal 

surgery on 27th. October. The 
surgery was successful and he and 
Hmingtei returned to Aizawl on 4th. 
November. He will need a lot of rest 
and has to be very careful for the 
next six weeks. They continue to 
uphold him in their prayers and 
invite others who know John to do 
likewise. 


TYDDYN STREET, MOLD


M
ervyn Phillips has been 
associated with the church 
since its inception as a 

united church in conjunction with 
the URC. Writing recently, he 
described how the church tries to set 
the church building in a setting of 
Mold's history with a poster 
exhibition. During the week the 
members make the church building 
available and suitable for 
community use, and there is a link 
with a local scout group. Currently 
without a minister, the church is 
concerned to provide new ministry. 
With a good up to date IT system 
they make use of social media in 
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presenting news and sharing on line 
links with neighbouring churches. 
There is a historic link with 
Parkfields Community Centre on a 
local estate and a continuing close 
involvement.


BURRY GREEN


T he chapel has a long tradition 
of remembering the fallen. A 
'Dead Man's Penny' has 

occupied a spot behind the pulpit for 
many years, and amongst the 
memories of years gone by, somer 
recall that the father of the late Revd 
B Tudor Lloyd almost lost his life 
deep in a World War 1 trench where 
he would have been buried, but for the 
quick thinking of a fellow Welshman. 
Too small a place to have its own War 
Memorial, names of local heroes are 
recalled at the War Memorial in 
Llangennith where the wreath is laid 
after the morning service by Mrs 
Beryl Counsell, the church treasurer.


ALPHA, BUILTH WELLS


M
any churches in Wales have 
Bible names etched into their 
stonework, usually over front 

doors. Others have memorial stones 
inbuilt. Few have a Wayside Pulpit 
carved into the stone above their 
front doors. Those who have walked 

or driven past Alpha over the years 
can fail to have noticed ‘Ye must be 
born again’ above the church doors. 
Time had taken its toll on the painted 
lettering, and with customary 
enthusiasm, Revd Brian Reardon 
secured the help of local Council 
workmen to assist him in 
refurbishing the well-known words of 
John 3: 7, ‘Ye Must Be Born Again’. As 
Revd George Whitefield once 
observed in response to a question 
about why he returned to that text so 
frequently, replied ‘Because Ye Must 
Be Born Again’. At a time when fewer 
people hear such Gospel challenges, 
the stonework of Alpha still calls 
passers-by to be born again, and long 
may the building stand to do so. 
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LADIES 
WEEKENDLADIES 
WEEKENDLADIES 
WEEKENDLADIES 
WEEKEND

PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH OF WALES

MARCH 3rd - 5th 2023
Held at Beechwood Court, Conwy.  

We will begin with dinner on Friday and 
conclude with lunch on Sunday. 

£180 Full Board throughout the weekend 
Enquiries: Mrs Christine Hodgins 

christine.hodgins@btinternet.com  
or 07702 701333
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We’re on our way, 

We’re on our way

To the National League, we’re on our 
way

How do we get there? I don’t know

How do we get there? I don’t care

All I know is Chester’s on our way


And repeat…


R ight now Chester FC are on a 
winning running. Wins 
against Boston United, 

Spennymoor and Bradford Park 
Avenue have pushed the club into the 
play off places, encouraging  fans to 
dream of gaining a place in what we 
used to call the Vauxhall Conference. 
The likes of John Dowber (Liverpool 
FC) may not have much interest in 
the lower leagues but for those of us 
like Brian Matthews (Newport 
County) and Ian Hayward (Merthyr) 
the success in the lower leagues is 
still big news.


The song above is the one we sing 
when we’re winning. There aren’t 
many of us but we sing it as one. 
Maybe there are some who’ve sung it 
before and remember things ending 
in tears but they sing nonetheless. 
Even the new fans (like myself ) know 
that promotion is unlikely  but we 
sing nonetheless with (to coin a 
phrase) ‘hope in our hearts…’


I go to Chester with my three lads. We 
park in an industrial estate and by the 
time the game has ended there’s 
nobody around so as we walk to the 
car somebody will suddenly ask 
where are we going? to which another 
will respond “I don’t know, all I know 
is Chester’s on our way” and away we 
will go, singing in that tuneless, 
guttural way only football fans can.


My question is, why can’t we do that 
at church?


The Nativity by Piero Della 
Francesca


© National Gallery, London

PUNDITS FOLLY 
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We know where we are going. Christ 
has come and told us in John 14 that 
he has prepared a place for us.

We know that no last minute 
disaster will deprive us, for Paul tells 
us that ‘neither death nor life, 
neither angels nor demons, neither 
the present nor the future, nor any 
powers, neither height nor depth, 
nor anything else in all creation, will 
be able to separate us from the love 
of God that is in Christ Jesus our 
Lord.’


But do we sing like that? Do we sing 
like we mean it? Do we sing like 
we’re winning?


In the next few weeks you will be 
asked to sing songs you’ve sung 
probably a hundred times in your 
life. Perhaps you’re fed up of singing 
about shepherds watching their 
socks by night, or the Angels from 
the realms of glory. Perhaps you sit 
in your church carol service as pine 
for a truly silent night. 


Can I encourage you to redouble 
your efforts this this Christmas and, 
like the men and and women of 
Chester FC, sing like you mean it? 
Those fans sing at the top of their 
voices about moving one stage up the 
football pyramid. We have had our 
lives changed for all of eternity  
because of the Nativity. Let’s sing 
like we mean it!


And if you’re a church leader 
choosing carols this Christmas, can I 
encourage you to make sure you sing 
some carols that reflect on the future 
as well as the past. We celebrate 
Christmas because God’s promises 
culminate at a the manger but also 
because of what is still to come. 


So, as your congregation gathers 
together around to sing by candle or 
Christmas light remind them to look 
forward to one day being:


In the heavenly country bright

Need they no created light:

Thou it’s light, its joy, its crown,

Thou its sun which goes not down,

There forever may we sing

Hallelujahs to our king.


Remind them that, because of Jesus, 
Christians trust that:


Made perfect by his love

And sanctified by Grace

We shall from earth remove

And see his glorious fgace


Tell them that this is the reason why 
we look forward to Christmas Day.


Not for what Betjeman calls 


‘those tissued fripperies,

The sweet and silly Christmas 
things,

Bath salts and inexpensive scent

And hideous tie so kindly meant’


We are looking forward to the 
ultimate Christmas Day when


Thus rejoicing 

Free from sorrow

Praises voicing

Greet the morrow…


Ultimately, this Christmas may we 
sing to Jesus with gusto. Filling our 
lungs with the assured air and 
blessed breath of a Christian saint. 
May we never give up hope. May we 
sing from the bottom of our hearts 
and the top of our voices once more 
this Christmas:


Hail the Heav'n-born Prince of Peace

Hail the Sun of Righteousness!

Light and Life to all he brings, 

Ris'n with Healing in his Wings.


Jonathan Hodgins is a Community 
Chaplain in Deeside. His favourite 
carol is O Little Town of Bethlehem



	Miraculously everything was ready to welcome the visitors at midnight the following night, and all that was left to do was wait.

