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FOLLOW THE LEADER

iplomat von Metternich
observed that when France
sneezed, Europe caught a cold.

It remains to be seen how the PCW will
react following the Synod discussion on
blessing same-sex partnerships in
church but it cannot be long before that
discussion is raised again in our church
courts. If and when it does, those
proposing a change should take note of
two things.

First the vote. The Bishops were voting
on their own proposal, therefore we
should not be surprised that 90% of
them voted in favour. However,
amongst the laity and the clergy the
vote was far, far closer. So we see that
those in leadership are along way from

the church they lead. Some will see this
as courageous. Others will look at the
division and conclude that the work of
shepherding the flock to a new position
has notbeen done.

This leads to the second point. Those
who were sceptical about change asked
for atheological rationale. They were
told that the material they were voting
on was never intended to provide one.

This cannot happen in the PCW.
Wherever we find ourselves in the
debate our leaders must be willing to do
the biblical and theological work
required to hear the voice of God. Our
people, tradition and culture deserve it.
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#Gwedd’iwnDrochréin

Ymunwch gyda nl

#WePrayForUkraine

Please join US

Lleoliadau ac amseroedd 24ain Chwefror 2023
24th February 2023 locations and times

Canolfan Noddfa Penmaenmawr / Noddfa Centre Penmaenmawr 10.00 am
Eglwys Santes Fair Y Waun / St Mary’s Church Chirk 14.00 pm
Adfeilion Eglwys Santes Fair ger yr afon Y Drenewydd / Ruins of St Mary’s Church by the river Newtown 16.00 pm

neu os yw’r tywydd yn wael Eglwys Y Crescent — or if the weather is bad at Crescent Church
Sgwar Nott Caerfyrddin / Nott Square Carmarthen 18.00 pm
Gweddio ar zoom Prayers — dolen gan / for link contact jweaver@christian-aid.org 13.00 pm
e Capel Bethesda Yr Wyddgrug / Bethesda Chapel Mold (nos lau 23/2/23) 19.30 pm

NEWS FOR THE CHURC

TWO MILLS

embers of Two Mills
M Chapel invite you to the
annual seedtime Service

on Sunday 5th of March at 3:30 in
Two Mills Chapel, Chapel lane,
Woodbine.

Revd Mike Ward will lead the
service. Refreshments will be
served after the service. Please
RSVP by March 1st.

NATIONAL CHURCHES
TRUST
he NCT have a series of
free workshops, films and
seminars just for you.
Supported by Cadw, they are

starting with three free
workshops.

Tuesday 14th February at 10am
for Welcoming Visitors and Open

Churches (with Ecclesiastical
Insurance)

Thursday 16th February at 10am
for Publicity and Social Media
Friday 17th February at 10am for
Which Grant is Right for You

They are aware that these sessions
are all happening at short notice.
So, they will be recording them all
and they will be available to view
for six months.

Head to
NationalChurchesTrust.org for
more information

TRAINING OPPORTUNITY
raining Course for Elders

to Administer the
Sacraments

The Presbyterian Church of Wales
encourages Elders to consider


http://nationalchurchestrust.org

training for the administration of
the Sacraments. This means that
you can administer Communion in
your own church, or at another
church that may not have a
minister. You can also administer
Communion to those confined to
their homes, or to individuals in a
residential home or in a hospital.
You may already be assisting the
church locally by leading worship
and taking the occasional service.
If so, then being able to offer a
Communion service would be
another way for you to serve the
congregation.

The course consists of 6-8
sessions, meeting once every two
weeks. This course is currently
offered online via Zoom. There will
be some written work to be
completed such as preparing a
service for a specific occasion and
this work will be useful to you to
use in your church.

An Elder must be approved by his/
her Presbytery as a person who
receives the Presbytery’s support
to administer Communion. After
completing the course, an Elder
will need to be commissioned by
the Presbytery to administer the
Sacraments of Communion and
Baptism.

Members who are not Elders but
interested in the course are most
welcome to attend.

The course can be delivered in
either Welsh or English by The
Reverend Doctor Andras Iago.
Please contact the Training
Coordinator by e-mail for more
information and to register for
the next course. We intend to
start the course end of February.
The starting date and times for
the sessions will be discussed and
arranged to suit the students and
tutor.
Please contact Rhys Bebb Jones,
Training Co-ordinator PCW for
more information.
rhys.jones@ebcpew.cymru

CHURCH & SOCIETY
e are writing to give thanks
for the life and work of our
dear brother and colleague
Rev. Brian Reardon, who served
faithfully as Rural Affairs Officer

for the Church and Society
Department.

Brian will be remembered as one
who sought to balance Church and
Society work with his pastoral
vocation and skills. We saw this in
his handling of numerous social
issues, and we are grateful for how
he was very much alert to social
change, energetic in the work, and
was deeply interested and involved
as a Christian pastor inlocal as
well as Welsh and UK affairs. It is
clear that he very much enjoyed
being a chaplain to the Royal
Welsh Show. His faith and concern
for all the people he engaged with
were evident throughout.

Bronwen Morgan (Chair, Church
and Society Department)

Carys Moseley (Secretary, Church
and Society Department)

WARM HUB, GARDEN
VILLAGE
n common with many
other chapels and
churches throughout the
country, Bethel felt that they were



being called to set up a Warm
Place.

One of our Members took charge
and secured a grant from the local
council. Other Members
volunteered to ‘staff’ the Hub.

As well as the usual tea, coffee and
snacks, cakes, etc, we have jigsaw
puzzles and board games.
Dominoes has proved very
popular, it has to be said! Last
week, we did try offering a free
foreign language lesson, or Welsh
conversation session, but that was
alittle too exotic.

From a slow start, we now have
quite a few people coming along —
from 3 year olds to near 90 year
olds (as well as dogs).

There is a real warm feeling, with
lots of socialising and lots of
laughter. If'this is something that
you have not thought of, perhaps
God is calling you to take that
extra step and set one up.

WAR IN UKRAINE
would like to invite you to
joinusinanact of
witness to pray on Friday

24th February or in your services
on Sunday 26th.

On the 24th February prayer
vigils have been organised. You
are welcome to join a vigil local to
you, or you are welcome to join
the zoom at 1pm organised by our
Cardiff Office. Please note that the
Mold vigil will be held on
Thursday evening 23rd.

Please share this information
with your contacts and together
we can be part of a community of
churches praying for an end to the
conflict and for peace in our
world.

GOLUD
OLUD aims to work with
churches to support the
spiritual wellbeing of
individuals through the period of
living with dementia, to help
them to hold fast to the
things that are precious in the life
of'a Christian - reading God’s
word, worship, praying and
belonging to the church
fellowship.’

Contact your Golud coordinator-
Samantha Hodgins to arrange a
Dementia Friends session for
your church or Presbytery.
sam.hodgins@ebcpcw.cymru or
telephone 07581 214847

GOOD NEWS STORIES

wyn Rhydderch writes:

An inspiring and positive
story is balm for the soul! There is
no doubt that many of our chapels
do good things. The problem is
that not many get to hear of these
stories!

My aim is to publish - whether in
writing or on film - those local
stories that make the reader or
viewer smile. I hope to form a
chain of storytellers for this
purpose.

Will your Presbytery help? It will
be necessary to choose three or
four people from the different
areas of the Presbytery, to be
journalists or camera persons!
About 4 or 5 stories a year are
expected. If you do appoint, can
you please email me their names
and email addresses.

‘We will offer training, if needed,
on how to write an engaging news
article, also how to create a
simple film. The courses will be
held at Coleg y Bala and Trefeca in
April / May.


mailto:sam.hodgins@ebcpcw.cymru

MANY HAPPY RETURNS

rs Phyllis Lewis who
| \/ I celebrated here 102nd
birthday on 8th February

is an elder at Golftyn Chapel, and
very much at the forefront of the
membership. Her family became
associated with the chapel after
one of its ministers in her very
early years went out of his way to
visit her grandparent during an
illness, even though the family was
associated with the Church in
Wales at the time. Her late
husband, Ted was also an elder,
and in her quieter moments she
can say like the poet, "When oft
upon my couch I lie, in vacant or in
pensive mood’, but instead of
seeing daffodils, she recalls all
those who peopled Golftyn chapel
in days gone by when large
numbers attended the services. In
her working life Mrs Lewis was
employed at the Steelworks in
Shotton where she regularly
moved sheets of steel around the
shop floor. On the Sunday before
her birthday, her fellow
memberjoined in singing her

favourite hymn, Great Is Thy
Faithfulness

HEALING NMINISTRY
SUMMER SCHOOL
his years Summer School
will be held at Cefn Lea
Christian Centre near

Newtown from May 22-25th.
2023.

Presbyteries are invited to send
two representatives and there is a
fund available for anyone who is
keen to come but find it difficult to
meet the full cost. Interested
parties can contact Nerys
Rowlands for further
information.

This year’s cost is £150, if sharing
aroom, or £175 for a single room.

Daily prices are available if the
representative does not want or
need to stay at the Centre. If you
are interested in attending please
make contact by April 31st 2023.



BROADCASTING MOUSE

2023 welcomes the return of the
mouse to cast an eye over what’s on

his month the Mouse

attended a movie night. 42:

The Jackie Robinson
Story is setin 1947 and is the true
story of the first man to break the
colour barrier and play Major
League Baseball for what had been
until then a White’s Only team.

The standout scene involves a
moment when Jackie Robinson
doesn’t actually do anything. As he
comes up to bat the opposition
coach begins shouting abuse at him.
He uses the most derogatory phrase
he can; he abuses him and his
teammates and defames him
dreadfully.

Seething and desperate to strike
him down, Robinson instead walks
down the tunnel, smashes his bat
against the wall and lets his rage and
impotence out in a dreadful wail.

His boss, Mr Rickey comes to speak
to him.

Robinson: I'm supposed to just let
this go on?

Rickey: These men have to live with
themselves

Robinson: I have to live with myself
too. I'm living a sermon out there
Rickey: You don’t matter now Jack.
You’re in this and you don’t have a
right to pull out from the backing of
people who need you.

Robinson: Do you know what it is like
to have someone do this to you?
Rickey: No, you do. You’re the one
living the sermon. In the wilderness.
40 days. All of it. Only you.
Robinson: And there’s nothing I can
do about it?

Rickey: Of course there is. You can
win this game for us. We need you.
Everybody needs you. Youre
medicine, Jack.

The film was made in 2013. Ten
years later the argument has moved
onin alot of people’s minds.
Whereas even in 2013 a white man
could ask a black man to ‘suck it up’
for the greater good, it feels like
parts of society are unwilling to do
that anymore. It isn’t enough for
‘these men to have to live with
themselves’, many people are so
angry about racism, about sexism,
about injustice, about various
phobias, they refuse to try anymore
instead demanding of their
opponents ‘physician, heal thyself”.

But the story of 42 remains
pertinent. Positive change can’t be
forced. It has to be earned, and
earned through the patient, diligent
silence of people like Jackie
Robinson who hold their head up
and refuse to be baited. Men and
woman who ‘live the sermon’ and
‘walk the wilderness’. Or, as
Michelle Obama has it ‘wWhen they
go low, we go high’. The acme of this,
is of course, Jesus who prayed for
his enemies and asked his Father to
forgive them. Rickey and Robinson
knew what that meant. Those
quotes in the film are all reflections
on Christ and his experience. But as
we lose Christ from the public
conversation we lose that example
and slip into the nastiness of
identity politics that we see today.

‘We cannot make massive change
instantly, change has never been
instant. But we can ‘be the
medicine’ or as Christ would put it,
be salt and light in the world.

We need
you.
Everybody
needs you.
You’re
medicine,
Jack.



A LIFE REMEMBERED

The Revd Brian Reardon

He once shook hands with Colonel
Gadaffi. In later years he was known
for his community ministry around
Builth Wells

The Revd Brian Reardon who died
on 12th December 2022, aged 76,
was still serving as Part-Time
Minister of Alpha, Builth Wells,
Ithon Road, Llandrindod Wells,
Nazareth, Llangammarch Wells,
Tanhouse and Heartsease. He was
ordained to the Part-Time ministry
in 1994, but served in a way that was
committed and whole-hearted.
Wherever a request was made for a
volunteer, Brian invariably raised
his hand to offer himself, and there
were few occasions that he missed
being present at any committee or
Court of the Church of which he was
amember. Always an optimist, there
were times when his enthusiasm to

regale others with his experiences
caused some of his hearers to
silence him rather bluntly.
Unperturbed, he simply gave way
with good-nature, and bounced
back, not unlike an irrepressible
rubber ball!

He liked people, and in the course of
twenty-eight years as minister in
Builth Wells, he made many
contacts both within church-circles
and without. It is unsurprising that
in his work with Powys County
Council he had been a Personnel
Officer. Only a week before his
death, he had acted as Father
Christmas on a Community Float in
Builth Wells, a role he frequently
undertook. His next door neighbour
of forty years, Revd Philip Morris
(Church in Wales) who conducted
his funeral on 7th January summed
up this aspect of Brian’s character in



quoting Luke 6: 31, ‘And as you wish
that others would do to you, do so to
them.’

During his time as a minister Brian
served as a School Governor, Town
Councillor, Mayor of Builth Wells
and Mayor’s Chaplain. He was a
member of the Chaplaincy Team at
the Royal Welsh Show-ground and
often hosted the Annual church
service during the Royal Welsh
Show.

As achild he attended Bethlehem,
Talgarth where his mother, Myna
was an elder. Perhaps because his
father, Terry was Roman Catholic,
Brian was influenced to add an
ecumenical dimension to his
Christian life, that was in essence
evangelical. Such wider church
involvement in later life included
membership of the Order of St Luke
and the URC/PCW Joint Standing
Committee. He played a part in
creating Builth Ecumenical Church.
Past ministers of the area like the
late Revd Jack Calvin Thomas, Revd
Ralph (and Rowena) Coppin and
Revd Gwilym Evans (Brecon) were
amongst those whose memories he
valued.

After leaving school he joined
REME and served in Germany,
France and Lybia where on one
occasion while disabling some
British Army vehicles under orders,
Colonel Gadaffi paused to see what
he was doing. Expressing regret at
the destruction of road-worthy
vehicles, he shook his hand uttering
in parting, ‘Carry on, soldier’

Within the Mid Wales & Border
Presbytery he was Co-Editor of the
Presbytery Year Book, Rota
Secretary, and Secretary of the
Mission and Resources committees.
Within the wider PCW he was Rural
Officer, and a Past-Moderator of the

Association in the East, serving
during the period of the Covid
lockdown 2019-21.

He was often to be seen walking his
dog, Elijah. He had a long-time
interest in Cusop as the burial place
of William Seward (1702-40). Brian
composed a number of hymns some
of which he published in booklet
form.

His wife, Annie was a true
minister’s help-meet who, with a
background of Vicarage-life as a
clergyman’s daughter, knew the
demands that a life committed to
Christ and His Church brings.

Like Charles Wesley (1702-88)
writing after hearing of Wm.
Seward’s death, many of his friends
found themselves saying the same of
Brian, ‘I was exceedingly shocked
with the news of Brian’s death..” We
recall his enthusiasm a few months
ago at finding helpers to repaint the
Gospel text above the door of Alpha,
Builth, ‘Ye must be born again’. It is
through the experience of the new
birth that we hope to meet our
friend again.

To Annie, Paul and his family we
extend our sympathy in the sudden
loss of a husband, father and
grandfather.

Colonel
Gadafh
paused to see
what he was

doing.
Expressing

regretatthe
destruction
of road-
worthy
vehicles, he
shook his
hand
utteringin
parting,
‘Carry on,
soldier.’



IRINITY, WREXHAM

eminiscing is a sign of old
age, so they say. Please
forgive me if you are not so

old and get bored! I would like to
put on record my immense
gratitude to God for the ministers
and members of Trinity who had
such a profound influence on my
early life.

My parents were members of the
church so that from the day I was
baptised, Trinity was my second
home. Born toward the end of the
Second World War, I was aware, as
ayoung lad, of some of those who
had moved to the present building
by King Street bus station in 1908
from the old chapel in Hill Street.
The former minister’s widow, Mrs
John Roberts, was still alive, as
were the organists, Mrs Francis and
Mr Sydney Jones. D O Calvin
Thomas had become the pastor in

1938 and he exercised a challenging
ministry during the first ten years
of my life. My father and mother
were converted under his
preaching before I was born and my
dad remained close friends with
him for the rest of his life. They
both died in 1983. As I was
collecting up the hymn books at the
close of the service one Sunday
evening when I was about eight or
nine, I remember Mr Thomas
coming up to me and encouraging
me with the words of Psalm 84:10, ‘I
had rather be a doorkeeper in the
house of my God than to dwell in
the tents of wickedness’. I never
forgot it. He took an interest in my
education and call to the ministry
long after he had retired.

Mr and Mrs Calvin Thomas had no
children of their own, but they took

. . PHOTO: Ayoung Philip Eveson
on the task of being guardians of

with DO Calvin Thomas



three young ladies, Elinor, Mary and
Ann Edwards, when both their
parents died. Their father had been
mayor of Wrexham. The Thomases
came to live in their home and the
three became faithful members of
Trinity. Elinor, the eldest and last
surviving sister, died only recently.
She was a lovely lady and I was glad
to renew fellowship with her when
my wife and I returned to North
Wales. I mention them because they
always sent us a Christmas card and
Mary, who was a Primary School
teacher, was particularly kind to us
as a family. For my ninth birthday,
she gave me a copy of the Church
Hymnary which I still possess. On
one occasion in her Sunday School
class, I remember her challenging me
as to whether I was a Christian. My
mother died of cancer when I was
thirteen and during the year prior to
her death, Mary often used to come
on a Saturday morning and clean our
house. I can still see her on her hands
and knees scrubbing the kitchen
floor. That made a big impression on
me.

Mr Thomas was very active in
encouraging the church to be
missionary minded, both with regard
to the denomination’s overseas
mission in North East India as well
as more locally. I knew more about
the Khasia and Lushai Hills and
Shillong than I did the geography of

Britain! Shortly before Calvin left for
anew pastorate in Pembroke Dock,
an evangelistic campaign was held.
Arrangements began in the Autumn
0f 1951 and there were special prayer
sessions each Saturday evening
throughout the winter and every
house in Wrexham was visited twice
inviting people to the meetings
which began on St David’s Day 1952.
I remember learning new choruses
after church on Sunday evenings in
preparation for the campaign. They
were taken from a collection found in
the Hildenborough Hymns &
Choruses edited by Tom Rees, a copy
of which I still possess. I can still
remember some of them such as,
‘There’s a way back to God from the
dark paths of sin’, ‘T know a fount
were sins are washed away’ and
‘Spirit of the Living God, fall afresh
on me’. The meetings were packed to
overflowing each night when the
evangelist, David Shepherd of
Gorseinon, preached. It was quite a
sight to see people queuing for some
distance outside the church before
the doors opened in order to get a
seat. Many people were converted
and became active members.

A couple of years later, our new
minister, the Rev J. Glyn Owen,
arrived around the time I started
Grammar School. He was a more
widely known preacher outside of
Wales than Mr Thomas and his
powerful evangelistic and teaching
ministry established many in the
faith including those recently
converted. The Tuesday evening
Church Prayer Meetings thrived
during this period as did a weekly
Bible School that the minister
introduced on Thursday evenings. It
was during Glyn Owen’s time at
Trinity that many of us young people
became committed Christians. On
Easter Sunday 1958, which happened
to be the jubilee year of the church
building, Mr Owen had the privilege

[t was quite
asighttosee
people
queuing for
some
distance
outside the
church
before the
doors
openedin
order to get
ascat



of welcoming twenty-one young
people into membership. I was
among them and in recent years 1
have had the joy of meeting up once
more with a number of these
friends and of knowing that many
have continued faithful to the Lord.
Mr and Mrs Owen were
particularly caring during my
mum’s illness and death. Again, we
kept in touch with them when they
moved to Belfast, then to
Westminster Chapel, London and
finally to Knox Presbyterian
Church, Toronto, Canada. They
died in their nineties.

Other members of Trinity who took
a spiritual interest in me as a boy
included Miss Jones (the Hullah),
Miss Mabel Jones and Mrs
Ceridwen Davies. I cannot forget
also the ‘CD Twins’. Mabel and
Gwen always dressed in identical
brown hats and coats. They lived in
Plas Coch where the retail park
now stands and they usually walked
from there to church with one
about two yards in front of the
other. But they were excellent at
speaking to strangers and they were
so encouraging to me as I was
growing up. Like the many women
recorded in the Gospel accounts
who followed and assisted Jesus
during his earthly ministry and

through to his death and
resurrection and whose deeds
followed their faith, I thank the
Lord for so many faithful ladies in
Trinity who through their example
and life pointed me to the Saviour.
Some of the elders, such as Mr
Rogers and Mr Humphreys, I also
remember in the prayer meetings
and appreciated their concern for
youngsters like me.

Such influences on my life have
been immeasurable and I hope
these few lines will encourage more
of us to be a blessing to others,
especially the young.

Revd Eveson ministered first at
Havelock Street Newport and
Bethania Chapel St Mellons. He
later pastored a church in Finchley,
North London for 25 years and
worked with Martyn Lloyd-Jones
and others in establishing the
London Theological Seminary,
lecturing in Hebrew and Old
Testament and was appointed
Principal for the last ten years
before his retirement. Now living in
Wrecsam, he is is, with others,
responsible for the Manna Christian
Bookshop in Charles Street. Last
month he celebrated his 80th
birthday.

PHOTO: Editors own



Crescents Organist Tuned to Fundraising

George Morgan and his late wife,
Dorothy, purchased the Dean 30
keyless fair organ in late 1995 from
a couple in East Anglia. These
people had bought it new in 1990 to
celebrate their Ruby Wedding
Anniversary hence the name Ruby
for the organ. George and Dorothy
altered the date on the front of the
organ to 1999 to suit their own
Ruby Wedding Anniversary. In the
early years, George made Jimmy, a
collecting monkey, out of scrap
metals. Jimmy holds out his hand
for donations, drops them into the
box and doffs his hat with the other
hand to acknowledge the donation.
George and Dorothy have attended
various steam and vintage

machinery rallies,
village shows,
birthday and
Christmas parties
and carnivals over
the whole of
Wales, across the
border counties
and even in
Ireland.

From 1996 to
2022, the total
amount collected
for charity is
£29,552 which is
split between
British Heart
Foundation
(£23,703) and
Marie Curie
Nurses (£5,849).
The highest
annual collection
was £1,948 in
2016. This same
year hosted
George’s organathon when he
played the organ in Crescent
Chapel, Newtown, for charity non-
stop for twenty-four hours. Sadly,
Dorothy passed away in March
2021. During 2022, George has
attended eighteen events spread
over twenty-nine days beginning in
May in Llandudno and ending at
Christmas at Morrisons, Newtown.

Mr George Morgan has been an
Elder in Crescent Chapel for sixty
years. In addition, he has been
organist in that chapel for more
than sixty-seven years.

PHOTO: Editors own
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with

GOD

MICHAEL
REEVES

RIGHT WITH GOD: A BOOK REVIEW

recently converted friend
sent a text which in
summary said: ‘T want to be

good butit’s so hard’. I wish I'd had
Mike Reeves book to hand to give to
her.

In Right With God he explores, with
deep brevity, some of the big
questions we have about
Justification. He calls on old friends
like Martin Luther and William
Tyndale to explain it in their vivid,
breathless manner as well as
introducing modern voices like
Emma Scrivener and Stephen
Lungu.

AsIread this book I thought of my
church Life Group. Some of those

attending have been Christians
many years but because the gospel
is so unbelievably good, it’s almost
too hard to believe. We need books
like Right With God to keep
bringing us back to first things and,
in coming feel in the words of
William Tyndale ‘merry and glad
[about a truth that] makes us sing,
dance, and leap for joy.’

Reeves concludes ‘we will not love
God until we realise he first loved
us’. That’s something my new born
friend needs to learn, it’s something
my mature Christian friends need
to reaffirm. I need to know it too. So
doyou.

PHOTO:
unionpublishing.org



ity Road Church in Chester had
the pleasure of a baptism on

Sunday, 5 February.

Jayde Zahira Ruth, now two years old,
was baptised with considerable support
from her own brothers and sisters and
with the children from friends and
families. The photograph shows all the
children in church together with Jayde
on the far right in a white dress.

The children were exceptionally good
throughout the whole service which
included holy Communion. The theme
for the service was, ‘Jesus is my best
friend’ and the service included the
traditional reading from Matthew of
Jesus welcoming the children when the
disciples had attempted to turn them
away and we read from John 15:12 - 17.

‘We had an entertaining puppet dialogue
about best friends and that Jesus is our
best friend and we can talk to him
through prayer.

‘We also had an entertaining talk from
member of the congregation, Leslie

Parker about a day when he with some of
his school students, and helped two men
who were stuck, in ice and snow, on a
mountain in the Lake District; they had
proved to be the best friends to them.

We closed with a special prayer,

‘Dear Jesus, thank you for being the Best
Friend we could ever have. Your Word
tells us that there is no greater love we
could ever have than to have a friend lay
down his life for us. That is exactly what
You did when you died on the cross to
forgive our sins, thank You for loving us
even before we first loved You; and thank
you for forgiving our sins.

Thank You for calling us friends instead
of servants. It is an amazing honour to
know we are Your children, and Your
friends! Help us to treat You as a Friend
by encouraging us to talk with You,
spend time with You and honour You
with our lives. Thank You for promising
to never leave us or abandon us. We
promise to love You for ever. Amen.

Revd Maureen Roberts is Associate
Minister at City Road Chester



PUNDITS FOLLY

OW can you improve on
perfection? Last month
was the 50th

anniversary of the ‘greatest try
ever scored’. Although it was
registered by the Barbarians, it
was started by a Welshman,
finished by a Welshman and in
front of a crowd of Welshmen at
Cardiff Arms Park. Itis
therefore, in a sense, one of our
own and perhaps that’s why we
love it so much.

To call it ‘the greatest try ever
scored’ does not make it a record.
It cannot be taken away or
improved upon. People will
argue that greater tries have
been scored (and there will
always be someone who will bore
on about the Barbarians try
containing a forward pass) but it
is a matter of opinion for you to

argue over with friends on along
car journey.

That said, sport is full of genuine
records (the fastest, the longest,
the most) which seem to be
insurmountable until someone,
well, surmounts them. Until last
Christmas it felt like Geoff Hurst
would remain the only man to
score a hat trick in the World
Cup final. And then along came
Mbappe. We might imagine that
sportsmen, competitive as they
are, would regret losing their
records but Hurst immediately
tweeted: “Many congratulations
to Mbappe, whatever happens.
I've had a great run!” Maybe elite
sport stars understand how
tough it is to make records and so
admire those who match them.

The big record breaking moment

for Tottenham Hotspur fans PHOTO: unsplash.com
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happened on Sunday when Harry
Kane scored his 267th goal for
the club and so broke the record
of Jimmy Greaves as top
goalscorer. My great grandpa was
a Tottenham fan when Greaves
set that record in the 1960’s when
football was a completely
different game.

When Harry Kane scored the goal
that won the game against
Manchester City the song began
again, Harry Kane, He’s One Of
Our Own. That’s because (aside
from a couple of fleeting loan
moves when he was very young)
Harry Kane is a one club man.

This matters to football fans,
particularly those in the top
leagues and even more
particularly to those who support
ateam owned by billionaires. As
the game becomes more of a
global commodity it loses its
connection to its locality. Players
who once came to the game by
bus or tram now arrive on
coaches with mirrored glass.
Managers are rarely from the
same country let alone the same
city as the club and the owners
are not even from the same
continent. Are fans really
supporting Spurs or United or
just the team in white, red, or
black and white? So it matters to
Tottenham fans that Harry Kane
is one of their own. We need to
have a link to our heroes, we like
it when they come from among
us.

In the story of David and Goliath,
the giant mocks the people of God
for their feebleness. He does it for
forty days until a young man
pushes his way through the crowd
and declares that, not only will he
will he fight, he will win. It
irritates Goliath that such a puny

weed would waste his time. But
with unerring accuracy David
swings his sling, fires his bullet
and slays the beast. Even as the
body crumples and collapses the
shout goes up from among the
people: David the Shepherd! He’s
one of our own.

We face some giant challenges to
our faith at the moment. Right
now rescuers are digging people
out of the rubble of Turkey and
Syria, divers are searching a river
for a body that has apparently
vanished and a school is
mourning the strange deaths of
its headteacher and her family.
The world is full of giants that ask
us ‘where is God? Is he
uninterested or unable In our
own heart we still stumble and
slip.

As the words of our Goliaths
penetrate our heart and make our
bones turn to water. As we see the
Devil prowling around us like a
roaring lion. As we say with Paul
‘Oh wretched man that I am who
will deliver me from this body of
death?’ we feel acommotion
behind us. In the crowd of
humanity, a man pushes his way
forward. He is nothing special to
look at, but he is one of our own.
He has nail marks in his hands
and feet. His brow is scratched
with the thorns of his crown. And
then our fear subsides and our
hope returns. Because whatever
is happening in front of our eyes,
our enemy is defeated. Our hero,
our God-Man has come and
defeated the Goliath’s of the
world, the flesh and the devil and
so we sing oh our hero: he is one
of our own.

Revd Jonathan Hodgins is Tottenham
Hotspur fan
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