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The General Assembly of the 
Presbyterian Church of Wales 
is taking place, as this issue is 

published, in Carmarthen from 10th - 
12th July. Representatives have either 
travelled from all parts of Wales and 
beyond to be present, or are 
participating virtually from wherever 
they happen to be. 


Despite an accelerating decline in 
formal church membership and the loss 
of churches through closure, the Revd 
Nan Wyn Powell Davies, General 

Secretary, is undaunted, and upbeat 
about the future. As the large 
congregation who gathered to celebrate 
the 200th Anniversary of Ebenezer, Old 
Walls, Gower on the Saturday and 
Sunday prior to the Assembly heard 
from one of their visiting preachers, Mr 
Robert Barnes (Baptist Union of Wales) 
the Church is built on a firm 
foundation, Jesus Christ Himself. We 
face the future with confidence that His 
Cause will prevail. 
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RENEWAL AND HOPE 



The old old story is worth repeating, 
and it is for that reason that the 
Assembly listened intently to the 
seasoned Indian evangelist, Dr Robert 
Cunville on the opening night. He first 
came to Wales in the early 1980’s with 
the encouragement of Revd Dafydd 
Owen when he was General Secretary. 
Now despite his senior years, this 
inveterate traveller for the Gospel 
returns to the land he prays for every 
day to challenge his hearers about the 
Great Commission. 


It was two hundred years ago that the 
Welsh Calvinistic Methodists 
encapsulated their creed in the 
document that has become known as 
the 1823 Confession of Faith. To mark 
the milestone- moment, Revd Philip 
Eveson will deliver the annual 
Historical Society Lecture at midday 
on Wednesday, 12th July on ‘The 1823 
Confession of Faith - a forgotten 
classic’. He is a child of the church at 
Trinity, Wrecsam who treasures the 
influence of the ministers of his 
boyhood, Revd D O Calvin Thomas and 
Revd Glyn Owen. 


The previous day, at the same time, 
Revd Huw Powell Davies delivered the 
Annual Davies Lecture on the theme of 
Welsh missionary activity in India. 
Having lived for brief periods in North 
East India, he intertwined that 
experience within the material he 
prepared. 


The outgoing Moderator, Revd Evan 
Morgan (Salem, Canton) delivered his 
Valedictory Address on the Tuesday 
evening, encouraging his hearers to 
‘walk in the light that you might 
become children of light’. After which 
he installed Revd Aneurin Owen 
(Llansannan) as his successor. 
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Summing up her hopes for the year 
ahead, Revd Nan Wyn Powell Davies 
(General Secretary) observed how she 
is realistic about the challenges. She is 
deeply hopeful. ‘Our Confession of 
Faith has shaped our life and practice 
for 200 years and we believe that the 
Holy Spirit is renewing us with gifts of 
joy and imagination as we journey into 
an unchartered future.’ 


Amidst a variety of Reports, there have 
been interludes with more personal 
touches, like the farewell to Revd 
Charles and Mrs Molly Chua whose 
work with International Students and 
Argyle/Rhyddings Church in Swansea 
is drawing to a close. There was a 
round of applause and much 
thanksgiving at the presentation of the 
cheque for £150,000 which is the total 
of the five-yearly appeal to Christian 
Aid to help combat climate injustice.  
Members and supporters of the PCW 
were thanked by Cheryl Williams for 
‘every cake baked, and every mile 
cycled and every car washed in the 
effort to raise this sum.


Those who came feeling a little 
despondent having seen some well-
loved churches being put up for sale 

should leave in better heart after 
hearing that there will be support for 
local churches where there is decline, 
and a preparation for growth. An 
update on the historic Coleg Trefeca 
is expected too. 


The Assembly conveyed prayerful 
and practical support to the Church 
in Myanmar when it met last 
September. An update on the concern 
expressed by the WCC is included in 
this issue. Another friend of Wales, Dr 
Edwin Kharkongor has sent details of 
a Prayer Concert for Peace in 
Manipur. He speaks about concerns 
for Christians in that part of the 
world on a You Tube film. 


A media team of five persons, 
including two from the Treasury has 
been tweeting, reporting and taking a 
stream of photographs throughout the 
three days.


Comment and instantaneous 
translation has been provided in two 
languages during the Assembly. 


We hope to bring more reflections on 
the Assembly as well as photographs 
from the assembly in a forthcoming 
issue. Meanwhile you can see 
highlights of the Assembly on the 
EBC-PCW Twitter feed.
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WALK ON THE WILD SIDE


S aturday 1st July saw the third 
annual walk arranged by 

Llandinam Presbyterian Church to 
raise funds.  Organised by Rev 
Monica O’Dea and one of the 
elders, Mr Llew Griffiths, this has 
been a great way to meet in 
fellowship, enjoy God’s beautiful 
countryside and get some exercise!


This year we completed a circular 
walk of about 5.75miles (taking the 
average of everyone’s Fitbits etc!).  
Starting with a steady ascent for a 
mile up the road behind the church, 
we then joined a four-mile circuit 
which is part of the Severn Walks.  
Stopping for a picnic at the top, we 
then continued to the wind farm 
where we could see stunning views 
of the surrounding hills and the 
valley below.  People were able to 
spot their own farms and see them 
from a different perspective.  The 
walk back took us past a waterfall, 

but with the lack of rain recently, it 
was difficult to spot! 


There were representatives of 
quite a few of the Pastorate 
churches present and it was lovely 
to share fellowship across the 
churches as we walked and talked 
(even uphill!) 

The weather was kind to us and the 
people of Llandinam Church even 
kinder as they laid on a most 
welcome cuppa on our return, 
accompanied by delicious cakes. 


Sadly, Llew could not be with us on 
the day as he was recovering from 
an accident earlier in the week, but 
he is progressing well and didn’t 
miss out on those cakes as a 
delivery found its way to him.  The 
walk was free but donations were 
invited and the church were 
delighted to receive nearly £300.  
We look forward to next year’s trek 
with anticipation. 


NEWS FOR THE CHURCHES



LLANIDLOES WELCOMES 
CHRISTIAN AID CYCLISTS


M embers of Christian Aid 
Wales, including the interim 

head, Rev Andrew Sully, cycled the 
Green Way from Holyhead to 
Cardiff on the 1st – 4th July to 
highlight the need for justice 
relating to loss and damage caused 
by the climate crisis and raise 
valuable funds for Christian Aid to 
support people affected.  The 
people who have done the least to 
cause this situation are dealing 
with damage to harvests and 
homes right now.

En route they passed through 
Llanidloes on Monday 3rd July 
and were welcomed by a small 
band from Cytûn, organised by the 
Rev Jenny Garrard, who made 
sure they were fuelled up ready for 
the next part of their journey 
heading towards Talgarth for a 
well-earned night’s rest before 
continuing their journey to 
Cardiff.


If you would like to help them 
reach their target of £5000, 
sponsorship is still being received 
via their JustGiving page: 
justgiving.com/page/lon-las-
cymorth-cristnogol


MYANMAR


F inally, all of you, have unity of 
spirit, sympathy, love for one 

another, a tender heart, and a 
humble mind. (1 Peter 3:8) 

The World Council of Churches 
(WCC) has been deeply concerned 
about the deteriorating human 
rights and humanitarian situation 
in Myanmar since the military 
coup in February 2021. More than 
two years after the coup, the crisis 
in the country continues in 
manifold forms. 


The WCC conveyed its concerns 
and deep disappointments about 
the alarming situation in 
Myanmar during the past two 
years. The joint letters and 
statements by the general 
secretaries of WCC and the 
Christian Conference of Asia 
(CCA) on 3 February, 4 March, and 
31 March 2021, the statement 
adopted by the WCC Executive 
Committee on 17 November 2021, 
and the joint statement by WCC 
and CCA general secretaries on 3 
November 2022 expressed grave 
concerns of the worldwide 
churches on the worsening 
situation following the military 
coup, which unravelled a decade of 

PHOTO:  

??



hard-won democratic and human 
rights gains. It is with great 
distress that the WCC has been 
receiving reports of the arbitrary 
arrest and detention of civilian 
political leaders, human rights 
defenders and journalists, lack of 
due process for those arrested, the 
disproportionate and deadly use 
of force against protestors, and 
restrictions on independent 
media and access to information. 
Attacks by Myanmar’s military on 
civilians, schools, and health 
facilities and workers have 
featured prominently in this 
context, as have attacks on 
theological seminaries and 
churches in Kachin and Kayah 
states. The military has 
suspended humanitarian aid 
access to western Rakhine state, 
where more than a million 
vulnerable people are in urgent 
need of aid a month after a 
powerful cyclone devastated the 
region, which is already-
impoverished. 


It is with great dismay that 
churches across the world heard 
the news about the arrest, 
detention and the sentencing of 
Pastor Hkalam Samson, a Baptist 
minister who was the head of the 
Kachin Baptist Convention on 
accusations of terrorism, 
unlawful association and inciting 
opposition to the regime in 
Myanmar. 


We are deeply disappointed that 
there has been no progress on 
implementing the Association of 
Southeast Asian 
Nations’ (ASEAN) five-point 
peace plan, which was agreed 
between ASEAN and Myanmar 
coup leader Senior General Min 
Aung Hlaing soon after he took 
over power in February 2021. 


We are also concerned about the 
plight of the many refugees from 
Myanmar who remain in limbo, 
including more than one million 
ethnic Rohingyas from Rakhine 
State in Bangladesh who 
Myanmar refuses to recognize as 
its citizens.


NE INDIA


I t was with deep sadness that 
we learnt a few weeks ago of 

the conflict in Manipur, one of the 
states where there are three 
Synods of the PCI, Zou, Meitie 
and Manipur. We were aware as 
we left the North East that there 
had existed political, ethnic and 
religious conflict in the 
experience of the people for many 
years. Up to now we understand 
that 90 people have died, over 300 
hundred have been seriously 
injured and we believe that over 
20,000 are leaving the area, with 
hundreds of churches set on fire. 
The tribes are accusing the 
central Government of an alliance 
with the Meitei and of listening to 
their cries for aid. It is a heart-
breaking situation. We are called 
to pray for peace and justice, for 
an end to the hostilities, for 
Christians in Manipur, those from 
the Meitei tribe, and for the 
leaders of the central Government 
in India and the country in 
general. 


We stand together as Churches, 
and that based on the beautiful 
relationship that exists between 
us and which has shaped who we 
are on both sides, here in Wales 
and in India, for better, for worse, 
for richer, for poorer, and in 
sickness and in health. We look to 
heaven and give thanks to our 
Lord that we are, with each other, 
individual and unique stones 
having been built up around the 
cornerstone. 
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A long with Sir Ian McKellen, 
Miriam Margolyes, Stephen 
Fry and Dame Judi Dench, 

Sir Elton John has been declared a 
‘National Treasures’ by the cultural 
gatekeepers. Various qualities seem 
to qualify you for this accolade; one of 
them is usually old age. And, although 
McKellen and Margolyes continue to 
rage against the dying of the light, 
others succumb. Stephen Fry was at 
the Test match recently discussing 
prostate cancer, Dame Judi Dench 
campaigns to raise awareness of 
Macular Degeneration. Meanwhile 
Sir Elton John closed Glastonbury 
on BBC iPlayer with his final British 
performance.


The Mouse wonders what he will do 
next. In his biography, Sir Elton John 
tells a cracking anecdote about his 
relationship to money:


“I don't need a psychiatrist to tell me 
that material possessions aren't a 
replacement for love or personal 
happiness. I've spent enough 
miserable, lonely nights in houses 
filled with beautiful things to have 
worked that out for myself a long time 
ago. And I really don't recommend 
going shopping in the depressing 
aftermath of a three day cocaine binge, 
unless you want to wake up the next 
day confronted by bags and bags filled 
with absolute crap you don't actually 
remember buying. Or, in my case, you 
wake up the next morning to a phone 
call informing you that you've bought 
a tram. Not a model tram. An actual 
tram. A Melbourne W2 class drop-
centre combination tram, that the 
voice at the end of the phone is now 
informing you has to be shipped from 
Australia to Britain, where it can only 

be delivered to your house by hanging 
it from two Chinook helicopters.”


So he seems to enjoy his wealth 
whilst apparently understanding its 
limits. But what of fame? His first 
single came out around the time the 
Beatles split meaning he has been 
performing to crowds for as long as 
many of us can remember. How do 
you replace applause, affection, and 
acclaim? He sings:


So goodbye yellow brick road

Where the dogs of society howl

You can't plant me in your penthouse

I'm goin' back to my plough

Back to the howlin' old owl in the 
woods

Huntin' the horny-back toad

Oh, I've finally decided my future lies

Beyond the yellow brick road


But as he leaves the penthouse for the 
plough, the mouse wonders what will 
replace the experience? During the 
Glastonbury performance a man was 
pictured weeping during Candle In 
The Wind. To produce that level of 
emotion in a stranger is powerful. 
How do you relinquish that power? 
With what can it be replaced?


For the Christian of course, it must 
come back to the gospel. Art and 
acclaim is a hint at greater glory, but 
that greater glory is found in Christ. 
And so as the sun goes down on that 
career may he find what he sang:


Don’t let the sun go down on me

Although I search myself, it’s always 
someone else I see


The idol is retiring. May he find, truly 
find, what he is looking for at the end 
of the yellow brick road.

BROADCASTING MOUSE


A man was 
pictured 
weeping 
during 
Candle In 
The Wind. 
To produce 
that level of 
emotion in a 
stranger is 
powerful. 



What’s your morning routine?

I typically get up just in time for PCW 
devotion, get a coffee and listen into 
that. 


Where’s the best place for a coffee? 

My go-to place in Llandudno is the 
Dunoon, to the cafe bar called 'Next 
Door'. It's very trendy, and usually 
quiet. I have been trying to build a 
friendship with the bar staff there. I 
often take members or other 
ministers there for its quality feel and 
its great view of Gloddaeth church 
building! 


My friendship building actually paid 
off once when I arrived in Llandudno 
realising I had no bread for 
communion I was doing in someone's 
house; I called into the hotel and 
explained to the barman and he went 
out to the kitchen. He gave me two 
square ciabatta, which was kind, but I 
don't recommend for home 
communion because they were nigh-
on impossible to break open!  


What’s the highlight of your 
working week?

Probably my favourite things are my 
midweek meetings, but that's the next 
question; I really enjoy preparing for 
the Bible studies, and the meetings 
themselves are always good. Other 
highlights are going to the gym, and 
spending time planning with Troy, but 
we tend to do that twice a month. 


Who are you walking with in your 
local ministry?

Who am I walking with? Physically 
there are a few people. I appreciate 
people like Neil Kirkham for his 
mentorship, then a number of Elders 
in both churches are very 
encouraging, they are patient with me 
and I have a lot of respect for the 
Elders. There is a local Minister from 
another church who I spend a bit of 
time with. 


Literally, I have started walking with a 
man and his dog. His aim - to get me 
over my nervousness around dogs. 
Spiritually, Isaiah. I try to read a 
chapter a day, it's challenging but 
there are some wonderful verses, my 
favourite being 1:18 'Come now, and let 
us reason together, saith the Lord: 
though your sins be as scarlet, they 
shall be as white as snow; though they 
be red like crimson, they shall be as 
wool.'


Do you prefer a book at bedtime or 
fall asleep clutching your phone?

I work late, but aim to have my head 
on the pillow by 1:30 am at the latest. I 
get into bed around 1:15 and enjoy a 
couple of games of Tenable or 
Fishdom before I drop off!


Timothy is the minister in Penrhyn 
Bay and Llandudno. 

Spending the day with Timothy Hodgins



. . . if the foundations be destroyed, 
what can the righteous do?

Psalm 11:3 (ESV)

 


W hen New York’s Twin 
Towers cascaded in 
September 2001 who 

could have seen beyond the chaos, 
grime, and trauma to a cleared site, a 
fresh foundation, and a new One 
World Trade Center? Likewise, today, 
who peers over the ruins of the once 
towering edifice of the West to 
envision its spiritual renewal? 


Christianised by theism, revelation, 
law, and Christ’s gospel, and adorned 
by Protestant reformers, biblical 
preaching, spiritual revivals, personal 
godliness, international mission and 
social action, the West has now 
toppled under the accumulated 
assaults of rationalism, romanticism 
(emotionalism), materialism, 
hedonism, and postmodernism. The 
church, called to be “a pillar and 
buttress of truth” (1 Tim. 3:15) and 
previously the backbone of the West, 
has crumpled, increasingly rejecting 
the authority of God’s Word for the 
irrational fads of our day.  She now 
reflects the West’s ideological, 
spiritual, and moral chaos. 


God, though, always retains a witness 
to himself. “The righteous” are not 
sinless, but, sheltering under the 
blood of the covenant, are divinely 
declared righteous in the Messiah, 
and now promote God’s 
righteousness. Yet, there are epochs 
of history such as ours, when, so dire 
is the context, that we ponder, as did 
David, how to advocate righteousness 
when its foundations are destroyed. 

We look up! A call to prayer.


Straightaway, David declares: “The 
LORD is in his holy temple; the 
LORD’s throne is in heaven”. 
Although highly exalted, the LORD 
sees all. Being righteous and loving 
righteous deeds, he tests the 
righteous and judges the wicked 
(11:4-7). We may deduce, then, that 
God will, in his timing, defend his 
honour, preserve his people, and 
complete his saving purposes on 
earth. 


Somewhere, somehow we gave up on 
God’s intervention. Many prayer 
gatherings have vanished, are 
pathetically attended, or are limited 
to personal needs. Yet, our Lord’s 
template for prayer prioritizes not 
our need for daily bread but the 
coming of the kingdom (Matt. 6:10, 
11). He reminds us that while our 
maintenance matters to God, 
primarily we are to implore him to 
glorify himself by purifying his 
church, converting souls, and 
revolutionizing communities. 

Where this burden exists, it suffuses 
both private and public prayer. The 
3,000 converted on the Day of 
Pentecost committed not just to pray 
but, literally, to “the prayers” (Acts 
2:42). Luke refers explicitly to set 
times of prayer, recording the 
apostles’ return to the temple at “the 
hour of prayer” (Acts 3:1). The 
synagogues, too, were “a place of 
prayer”. There, significantly, Lydia, 
the first-recorded Christian in 
Europe, was converted (Acts 
16:11-15). It is, then, in earnest, 
united, God-glorifying prayer that the 
spiritual rebuilding of society begins.  

We look back! A call to penitence.


It is when conscious of God’s 
greatness and glory that we weigh 
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best the needs of Wales. Our cultural 
hiraeth is endearing, yet a forlorn 
longing for the past does nothing in 
itself to clear today’s rubble. With 
hiraeth we rehearse our history, but 
only in repenting for its squandered 
blessings may we hope for days of 
reviving.  


So profound is repentance that it 
entails at least three elements. First, 
there is the emotional element 
(metamélomai [e.g., Matt. 21:29]): 
regret over, in this case, the 
deplorable state of the church and 
society. By contrast, hiraeth, at its 
best, comes closest to the penitent’s 
emotion, but, amounting to 
sentiment, falls far short of true 
repentance. 


Hiraeth knows nothing of the 
penitent’s change of mind (metanoèō 
[e.g., Matt. 3:2]). For that, we must 
open ourselves up to why things are 
as they are in Wales. Why, for 
instance, did we jettison the biblical 
orthodoxy of the historic confessions 
of the church (notably the Welsh 
Calvinistic Methodist Confession, 
1823), favouring the heterodoxy of 
rationalism and romanticism? Why, 
for all the mercy in the 1904–05 
Revival, is the landscape of Wales so 
peppered today with demolished, 
dilapidated, or converted chapels? 
And why have we accepted a 
secularized Wales instead of humbly 
acknowledging that the Lord has 
withdrawn his favour? 


Moreover, hiraeth knows nothing of 

retracing our steps (epistrephō [e.g., 
Lk. 22:32]). Not only is down the way 
up, but back is the way forward. 
Repentance, unlike hiraeth,  means 
excising and barring afresh the 
world’s “isms” from the church, 
standing foursquare on God’s 
revealed counsel (Acts 20:27), and 
preaching his gospel with renewed 
zeal and authority. Only then may we 

hope for the world to say 
of us, as was said of the 
Thessalonians, that we 
have “turn[ed] the world 
upside down” (Acts 17:6). 

Anyone in Wales can 
exhibit hiraeth, but John 
C. Miller reminds us 
(Outgrowing the Ingrown 
Church) that church 
leaders are to be the chief 
repenters, showing us the 
way to return to God and 
to his Word. 

 

We look out: A call to preach.

The reformation of the church in 
Wales implies our need for God’s 
reviving power. Yet, when God filled 
his servants afresh with his Spirit 
amid the post-crucifixion animosities 
in Jerusalem, the prayers he 
answered focused not on revival per 
se but on the need for boldness in 
proclaiming Jesus as Messiah (Acts 
4:23-31). Thus, revival, we learn, was 
occasioned not by a longing for a 
prior golden age, but by faithfulness 
to God’s work in the present.    

While, then, we wait on God to revive 
his church and to rebuild the West, 
we utilize the Word and the Spirit 
already given us to live and to preach 
boldly in our communities. Let us 
break forth from behind our closed 
doors, confident in the divinely 
revealed gospel of the Lord Jesus 
Christ, trusting God to grant us, amid 
our witnessing, “times of refreshing 
from the presence of the Lord” (Acts 
3:20).


Much more could be said, but less we 
cannot say.  


Revd Dr Tim J. R. Trumper is a native 
of Wales, serving as President of From 
His Fullness Ministries

fromhisfullness.com and Minister of 
St. Andrew’s Presbyterian Church, 
Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia.



In the 1960’s, in certain parts of 
America, it was genuinely 
dangerous to support civil rights. 
People lost their jobs, people 
were run out of town, people 
were abused and beaten and 
lynched. It was at times, a life and 
death decision to support that 
movement.


Apparently, at that time, 
Christian church leaders stood 
out amongst the civil rights 
movement as unique because 

they were able to speak into the 
culture from place of relative 
freedom. Because they had a 
congregation and often a 
denominational strength it 
meant they were to some extent 
immune from the fear that comes 
from standing up to injustice. 


And, even if they did not have 
that support they were also 
protected by a sense of eternal 
confidence. They knew that God 
was for them contra mundum. 

PUNDITS FOLLY 




They knew what it was to sing 
with Luther,


‘And though they take our life,

goods, honour, children, wife,

yet is their profit small;

these things shall vanish all:

the city of God remaineth.’


I wonder if we can say the same 
of church leaders today. 


The Church of England would 
say that it is very vocal on social 
issues and you would probably 
agree. They have spoken out on 
environmental issues, 
immigration issues, issues 
concerning sexuality and 
healthcare. 


The question is, have they said 
anything you wouldn’t hear 
anywhere else? Have they said 
anything about the NHS that you 
wouldn’t hear in the editorial of 
The Times? Or anything about 
immigration that would sound 
discordant in a speech by 
Stephen Kinnock? Have they 
said anything about sexuality you 
wouldn’t hear on News at Ten? 
Do they ever say anything that 
would make polite society blush 
and threaten goods, honour, 
children, life? Do they say 
anything that would pass the 
Luther test?


Take this statement by the Dean 
of Westminster at the service 
recently held in Westminster 
Abbey to commemorate the 
birthday of the NHS,


“Born of the radical conviction 
that we must care for one 
another, the NHS sets before us 
all the better angels of our 
nature. Here is high principle 
translated into best practice.”


That should provoke some 
questions. Why does a system of 
delivering healthcare needs to 
have a birthday? Why is it being 
held in Westminster Abbey? 
What theology is going on in that 
statement? But ultimately, is any 
of this, anything unique or 
challenging or original? Would 
any University Vice-principal, 
any government minister, any 
presenter of Good Morning 
Britain say anything different? 
Would he pass the Luther test?


You may be in full agreement 
with the Dean of Westminster 
and his views on the NHS. You 
might agree with the Labour 
Party policy on immigration and 
the views of the Welsh 
Government on the 20 mph 
speed limit and so on and so on. 
The problem is, if you are, you 
aren’t preaching Christ, you’re 
proselytising for the culture.


Notice too what they don’t say. 
Whilst the Dean of Westminster 
is happy to stand up for the NHS 
his fellow churchmen are less 
happy to speak out on other 
issues. On the issue of 
Transgender women, like 
Kathleen Stock and JK Rowling 
have asked serious and 
important questions about what 
a woman is. What church leader 
can you think of, Anglican or 
otherwise, that has been willing 
to do the same? What 
denomination has ‘allied’ with 
them offering sanctuary and 
support as happened in 1960’s 
America? In no way could we say 
they have passed the Luther test. 


You may have noticed recently a 
woman was sent to prison for 
aborting her baby at 32 weeks. 
Plenty of MPs were very angry 
about this, many TV presenters 

 is any of this, 
anything 
unique or 
challenging or 
original? 
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government 
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Morning 
Britain say 
anything 
different? 
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were too. Did you see a Christian 
leader speak out in that 
(admittedly tragic story) for the 
life of the unborn child or the 
need to protect the most 
vulnerable? It would have been 
hard wouldn’t it? It would have 
marked them out amongst polite 
society. It might have been 
costly. But they would have 
passed the Luther test?


Of course, those who I’m 
criticising would say that there 
is a vociferous and vocal group 
in society that attacks 
immigrants, that is homophobic, 
that is toxic. Personally I doubt 
that these hold the levers of 
power, but even if this is true, 
notice that those ‘enemies’ are 
the antecedents of the same 
culture.


As I was reminded by a 
correspondent recently, we are 
in Wales and things are different 
here. But in Wales we can ask 
the same question. Where is the 
voice that challenges  
Government, devolved or 
otherwise? Could you find 
anything that the Church says 
that Mark Drakeford would 
disagree with? On the NHS? On 
the environment? On sexuality? 
On anything?


It is good to find partners within 
the world, to align ourselves 
with. People of peace, to find 
unity where we can and to avoid 
unnecessarily antagonising 
anyone. So this is not a plea to be 
deliberately contentious or 
contrarian. But if we cannot find 
any points of difference to the 
mainstream, there is something 
terribly wrong. If, at no point in 
our life, do we find ourself in a 
place where we fail the Luther 
test we have some serious 
thinking to do.


As we spend time at the General 
Assembly we hope for a time of 
unity and brotherly affection. 
But as we make

pronouncements, particularly in 
regard to the Church and 
Society, may we please make the 
Bible the foundation of 
statements rather than our 
newspaper. May we speak, 
worrying more about what God 
will think , than what Twitter 
will affirm, and may we make 
ourselves a place known to truly 
welcome minorities, defending 
them from the majority in 
pursuit of truth, justice and 
light.


Jonathan Hodgins is Associate 
Editor of the Treasury.



