CYFFES FFYDD

33. Am sicrwydd gobaith.

Y mae sicrwydd gobaith yn canlyn gwir heddwch cydwybod, a
rhodiad manwl trwy ffydd gyda Duw.

Er bod y rhagrithwyr yn eu twyllo eu hunain, & gau obaith a rhyfyg
cnawdol, eu bod yn heddwch Duw, ac mewn cyflwr da, ac y byddant
yn gadwedig, er hynny eu gobaith a gollir (a). Ond gall y rhai sydd
yn credu yn Nghrist, ac yn ei garu mewn purdeb, ac yn ymdrechu
rhodio mewn pob cydwybod dda ger ei fron, fod yn sicr yn 'y byd hwn
eu bod mewn cyflwr grasol, a llawenhau mewn gobaith gogoniant
Duw, a'u gobaith ni chywilyddir byth (b). Nid tybiaeth amheus wedi
ei seilio ar obaith gau a gwan, yw hwn, ond " llawn hyder ffydd," wedi
ei sylfaenu ar waed a chyfiawnder Crist, fel y mae yn cael ei
ddatguddio yn yr efengyl, ac amlygrwydd tufewnol o ras cadwedigol
yn yr enaid, a thystiolaeth yr Ysbryd o'u mabwysiad; a'r ffrwyth o
hynny ydyw, gwneud eu calonnau yn fwy gostyngedig a sanctaidd
(c). Gall gwir Gristion fod yn hir heb fwynhau y sicrwydd hwn, ac
ymdrechu & llawer o anawsterau cyn bod yn gyfrannog ohono (d);
ond trwy i’r Ysbryd ei gynorthwyo i iawn ddefnyddio moddion gras
ac ordinhadau Duw, a'i ddysgu i wybod y pethau a "rad roddwyd
iddo gan Dduw," gall ei gyrraedd heb unrhyw ddatguddiad gwyrthiol
(e). A dyletswydd pob Cristion ydyw bod yn ddiwyd i wneud ei
alwedigaeth a'’i etholedigaeth yn sicr, fel y profo yn helaeth gariad
Duw a llawenydd yr Ysbryd Glan, ac y cerddo ffordd ei ddyletswydd
yn fwy gwrol, defnyddiol, a siriol (f).

Gall sicrwydd y Cristion gael ei siglo a'i amharu [mewn] amrywiol

ffyrdd, sef trwy lithro i ryw bechod, tristau yr Ysbryd, colli wyneb



Duw, ac felly myned i rodio mewn tywyllwch (g), ond nis gall y
Cristion golli had Duw sydd ynddo, na bywyd ffydd, na chariad Crist;
a thrwy yr Ysbryd adferir ef yn

amser Duw, a chynhelir ef rhag llwyr anobeithio hyd hynny; dangosir
iddo ef ddrwg ei bechod, a cheryddir ef gan yr Arglwydd am dano,
fel na ddamnier ef gyda'r byd; ond nerthir ef o'i holl drallod i obeithio

yn Nuw, ie, efe a obeithia pan fyddo yn marw (h).

33. Of the Assurance of Hope.

The assurance of hope follows upon true peace of conscience and a
strict walk with God by faith. Hypocrites may deceive themselves with
false hope and a carnal presumption of being in the favour of God and in
a state of salvation, but their hope shall perish (a). But all that believe in
Christ, and love him in sincerity, and endeavour to walk before him in all
good conscience, may, in this life, be certainly assured that they are in a
state of grace, and may rejoice in the hope of the glory of God; and their
hope shall never be put to shame (b). This is not a doubtful conjecture,
grounded on a false and feeble hope : it is “the full assurance of faith,”
resting on the blood and righteousness of Christ, as it is revealed in the
gospel; an inward evidence of saving grace in the soul; and the witness
of the Spirit to their adoption. The effect of this assurance is to make
their hearts more humble and holy (c). A true believer may have to wait
long and strive with many difficulties before he enjoys this assurance (d);
but being enabled by the Spirit rightly to use the means of grace and
divine ordinances, and being taught to know the things which are “freely
given him of God,” he can attain it without a miraculous revelation of any
kind (e); and it is the duty of every Christian to give all diligence to make

his calling and election sure, that he may largely experience the love of



God and joy in the Holy Ghost, and more boldly, usefully, and cheerfully
walk in the path of duty (f). The Christian’s assurance may in divers
ways be shaken and impaired : if he falls into any sin and grieves the
Spirit, he loses the light of God’s countenance, and walks in darkness
(9). But the Christian can never lose that seed of God which is in him, or
the life of faith, or the love of Christ. The Spirit restores him in God’s
good time, and meanwhile keeps him from utter despair. The evil of his
sin is revealed to him, and he is chastened by the Lord, that he may not
be condemned with the world. But he is strengthened in all his affliction

to hope in God; yea, he has hope in his death (h).
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