Dear Church Leader,

| am delighted to be able to write to you concerning the inaugural Week of Prayer, which will take place between
Monday 20th May and Sunday 27th May 2024.

Prayer is both a privilege and a blessing. It is an opportunity to be alone in the presence of a loving God and it is
an opportunity to share that experience of encountering God with others. It is also an opportunity to be involved
in God’s plan for his creation, a chance to bring before him the future of our church, our community, our country
and our planet. As such prayer is a constant of church life. But the Week of Prayer will be a time when, as an
entire denomination, we can bow our heads and raise our voices as one, seven days when we will unite in our
concerns and our burdens for the future of our land and of this world. And, considering the spiritual state of our
nation and the political tensions of our world, the need for us to unite in prayer has rarely been more urgent.

At the heart of the Week of Prayer will be two National Prayer Meetings at 7pom on Monday 20th and 7pm on
Thursday 23rd May. These will be an opportunity for the entire church to join in prayer. On the Monday, we will
be able to gather in designated centers around Wales which will all be linked by Zoom. The Thursday prayer
meeting will be conducted entirely on Zoom and so everyone will be able to join from anywhere if they can access
Wi-Fi. In addition to the national prayer meetings Presbyteries and churches will be encouraged to organise times
of corporate prayer of their own during the week. As a vital part of our church and society children and young
people will be welcomed to join us in prayer so that they may be inspired to see its central role in a flourishing
life and that we might be inspired by them in turn.

Attached to this email you will find several resources to help individuals and churches make the most out of the
Week of Prayer. They include:

» A prayer diary for the week

» Suggestions and advice on organising prayer meetings and more informal prayer times.

A map of the prayer centers for the National Prayer Meeting on Monday 20th May

Flyers for both prayer meetings

» Resources for conducting a school assembly about prayer for primary and secondary schools.
Resources for children and youth clubs about prayer.

In addition to all of this, films will be uploaded to the PCW website which will encourage and inspire people to
pray throughout the Week of Prayer and beyond, and, for those churches who do not have a preacher for the
Sunday of the Week of Prayer (27th May), a video sermon will be provided about prayer. It is going to be a full
week.

As the Week of Prayer approaches, | am mindful that the Presbyterian Church of Wales was used by God to shape
Welsh nonconformity and, with it, modern Wales. And its influence, under God, extended far beyond the borders
of our small nation. We live in different times and with different challenges, but prayer, which underpinned all
that our ancestors in the faith did, is as relevant today as it ever was. We must pray. For the sake of a world in
turmoil, for the sake of a nation struggling without hope, for the sake of ourselves, we must pray. Jesus said,
“Whatever you ask in my name, this | will do, that the Father may be glorified in the Son. If you ask me anything
in my name, | will do it.” (John 14:13,14). During the Week of Prayer let us accept this invitation to join with him
in shaping the future of our church, our nation and our world, let us pray.

Warm regards,

Owen Griffiths
Chairman of the Organising Committee



