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Greetings from Marion Simkin

Women’s Committee President

The book of Ecclesiastes says, ‘everything that happens in this world
happens at the time God chooses’. Here we are in the autumn season;
the time ‘for planting and the time for pulling up’ as we gather
together at the Thanksgiving services in our Churches all over the
country. And yes, we have plenty to be thankful for, personally and
also as a Women’s department.

The Mission Rallies were very successful, we were fed spiritually by
our guest speakers (page 3) There was an honourable collection again
this year (page 15) We thank everyone for their work in organizing
these events. It was a privilege to be on the treasurers committee
to distribute the money towards the women’s mission work, and the
many projects we have underway here in Wales and also overseas

(page 4)

There was also time to socialize at the various Retreats, and to enjoy
each other’s company in person (pages 6 and 10). At the Bible
Studies, we socialize a little differently as we join over zoom. A new
series of studies has already started on the theme ‘Life’s anchor -
God’s Promises’. We are so grateful to Sarah and Carys for their work
preparing for us in such detail and to be able to join from the comfort
of our homes at this time of year! (page 16)

In closing, this verse came to my mind, we sing it often in our
thanksgiving services,

All good gifts around us
are sent from heaven above;
then thank the Lord,

O thank the Lord,
for his love.

Yes, God is so gracious to us, we are so thankful. We pray for His
blessing on the women’s work through each season of the year.
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2025 Mission Rallies

‘A Celebration of Mission’

ASSOCIATION IN THE Whitfield
EAST (SOUTH)

MISSION RALLY

Whitfield Chapel
Abergavenny

[Date and speaker
to be confirmed]

All donations towards the Women’s Mission Rally Collection in the
South should be sent to:

Mrs Susan Hawkins (sue.hawkins@ebcpcw.cymru) South East Wales
Presbytery or Revd J Paul Morgan (paul.morgan@ebcpcw.cymru) South
West Wales Presbytery

ASSOCIATION IN THE Christchurch
EAST (NORTH) " :

MISSION RALLY

Christchurch Chapel,
Oswestry

May 15th
2 o’clock

All donations towards the Women’s Mission Rally Collection in
the North should be sent to:

Mrs Eirian Roberts (eirian.roberts@ebcpcw.cymru)
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Our thanks are great

Mena Evans

There is good collaboration between us at the Flint District sisterhood
and we are very grateful to the Reverend Eirlys Gruffydd-Evans,
Ceinwen Parry and Marion Simkin for guiding and motivating us.
Services and different activities are held during the year which give
the opportunity to socialize and to raise money towards the Women’s
mission collection. We were so pleased that the Celebration of Mission
held in May this year at Bethesda Chapel, Mold was successful.

A few weeks after the Celebration of Mission, a meeting was held to .
discuss the possibility of setting up a Ti a Fi group (Parent/Guardian

and Toddler play group), Traed Bach (Little Feet), for children aged O to

4, at the Holywell Welsh Community Church. There was no activities

for children at the Church and so Reverend Huw Powell Davies; Catrin
Hampton, Missionary Enabler and members of the chapel were
supportive of the idea. We soon realized, that in order to ensure the

success of the initiative, we needed the support of Mudiad Meithrin

(Welsh Nursery Movement) and Cymraeg i Blant (Welsh for Kids) as

well as financial support.
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It was decided to apply for a sum of money from the Women’s Mission
Committee to buy necessary items for the playgroup. Although we
were very hopeful we were well aware that it was not easy for the
Women’s Mission committee to decide which applications for grants
should be approved. We were very grateful when we understood that
our application had been successful. By now, it is good to be able to say
that the money received has been of great help towards establishing
the playgroup.

On Thursday morning, 19th September, Cylch Ti a Fi, Traed Bach was
launched at Holywell Welsh Community Church and Dewin (Mudiad
Meithrin mascot) and Magi Ann (Menter laith mascot) were there to
join in the fun. Since then, the playgroup is held weekly at the chapel
on Thursday mornings with the support of Elaine Griffiths, Welsh for
kids. The Chapel building, which was repaired and refurbished in 2007,
is ideal for hosting the playgroup. There is enough space to hold yoga
and baby massage sessions as well as space for the children to play
and do art activities. The number of children who attend the playgroup
varies weekly and it is our hope that, by giving a warm welcome to the
children and their parents/guardians, we will succeed in building the
next steps for a more widely contact with the Church.
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North Wales Women’s Retreat

Eirian Roberts

The North Wales Women’s Retreat was held this year at the Mary Jones
Pilgrim Centre with the magnificent view of Bala Lake adding to the
spiritual experience during the day. It was a pleasure to welcome 20
women, firstly with a cup of tea at the Pilgrims Café with each receiving
a small bag containing an information pack and Prayer Cards prepared by
the Bible Society. The purpose of the 10 colourful cards is to inspire and
guide us into a deeper fellowship with God, with each card containing a
prayer, scripture reading and declaration.

Following a short devotion by Ceinwen Parry, President of the North
Wales Women’s Rally Committee, we welcomed Nerys Siddall, the
Centre’s Education Officer to lead the Retreat. Our visit was a very timely
end to a week of celebrations as the Centre was celebrating 10 years
since establishing the Mary Jones World Centre in 2014. To mark this
special occasion Mary Jones’ original Bible had returned to Bala under
the watchful eye of Dr Onesimus Ngundu, who guards the Bible at
Cambridge University Library.

So with this introduction to the day it was appropriate that Nerys chose
three words for us to focus on during the Retreat - Thanks. Celebrate.
Future. She had prepared extensively for us and everyone responded
and sat in groups around the café tables. The Prayer Cards were used
with the card/word that matched the theme.

The first word was Thanksgiving. As we approach the thanksgiving
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season it was appropriate at the beginning to thank Mary for what she
did in 1800. We discussed what things we give thanks for personally?
Which stories in the Bible talk about giving thanks? Colossians 3:17 says
“Everything you do or say, then, should be done in the name of the Lord
Jesus, as you give thanks through him to God the Father”

The second card and word was Courage. While thanking and celebrating
Mary’s action, we realized how brave she was. At the age of fifteen
walking 26 miles to Bala to buy a Bible, there was no doubt that she
had faced many challenges, obstacles and experiences on her journey,
but that there was cause to celebrate at the end just like many stories in
the Bible. e.g. the Wise Men visiting Jesus; the story of Zacchaeus; the
road to Emmaus. During this session we had the opportunity to think
of words/sentences that reflected the celebration and represented the
courage within the relevant reading, and wrote them within an outline
of our hands. We find these words in Joshua 1:9 “Remember that | have
commanded you to be determined and confident! Don’t be afraid or
discouraged, for I, the Lord your God, am with you wherever you go”

Looking forward to the future, the last card and word was Hope. If we
want to enjoy flowers in the Spring we need to prepare in advance. One
particular flower stands up to the challenges of the Winter weather.
When we first notice the small green leaves of Snowdrops appearing
we know there is hope. Hope in the soil, hope in our personal life, hope
comes from God as we wait and hope in the Word. “May God, the source
of hope, fill you with all joy and peace by means of your faith in him, so
that your hope will continue to grow by the power of the Holy Spirit”
Romans 15:13

To end the day, we decorated a small pot and planted snowdrop bulbs,
to remind us in spring not only of the Retreat but of hope. The hope
that Mary Jones planted in her heart, and her action would develop into
much more. And here we are in 2024 giving thanks and celebrating that
we have a Society that continues to operate, develop and protect the
future for our children and the world to receive the Word. Thank you
Mary

Thanks to Nerys Siddall and to the staff at the Mary Jones Pilgrim Centre
for the welcome, for the wonderful lunch and for the opportunity to
Retreat and reflect on three very important words - Thanks. Celebrate.
Future.
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Gap Year Students
Coleg y Bala

Let’s introduce you to the four students who are fortunate to be
spending a gap year at Coleg y Bala this year. We are delighted with
their decision to do this and pray they will benefit from the precious
time ahead of them.

Shaina Boyce has travelled from Pontypridd, she is 20 years old.
Following a gap year in Manchester in 2022, she feels God has given
her a bigger heart for people, especially youth. Her prayer is that the
young people she meets will come into contact with God on a deeper
level. She is looking forward to stepping up to lead young people in
certain areas and watching them flourish in their faith.

Sioned Elliw Roberts is a local girl from Bala, she is 18 years old. She is
looking forward to serving the college by investing time in the children
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and youth, and encouraging them on their journey of faith. She also
hopes that the gap year will help her grow in her personal faith,
strengthen her relationship with God, and then gain the confidence
to enable her to share about God with others.

Originally from Caernarfon Deborah Parry is 21 years old. During
her year she hopes to be able to see people accept Jesus into their
lives, see chains break and weights be lifted. She wants to be part of
bringing joy to people’s day and a voice of encouragement to many.
Her prayer is that everything she learns will stay with her and bring
glory and praise to God.

Another one who has not travelled far is Tomos Gwynfor Edwards,
he is 21 years old and from Llanuwchllyn. His hope is that his term at
Coleg y Bala will inspire him to do Children and Youth work as a job
in the future. In January Twm will travel to Japan as part of OMF. He
will have the opportunity to observe their faith and learn from them!
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South Wales Mission Rally Retreat

J. Eleri Davies, President, South Wales Mission Rally

On Thursday, September 26th
a good number came from
different churches in the South
Wales Presbyteries to the Ivy
Grove Hotel Carmarthen to
attend the annual Retreat.
The leader for the day was the
Reverend Sian Elin Thomas
who is the Minister in North
Pembrokeshire, Newcastle
Emlyn and Llandysul churches.
She is also a Chaplain at Glyn
Nest Care Home, and one of
the editors of Cristion (Welsh
magazine).

Following the welcome and reading of the Mission Declaration there
was a short devotion which included the reading about the woman
from Samaria at Jacob’s well. It led very appropriately to Sian Elin’s
presentation on the subject Martha and Mary’s lesson for us. The
story of Jesus visiting their home in Bethany is very familiar but during
the day we had the opportunity to get to know Martha and Mary
better and consider what lessons we can learn from them. In the first
reading presented from the Gospel of Luke Chapter 10, we heard
about Jesus arriving at the home of Martha and Mary in Bethany,
and about Martha coming to welcome him. While Mary was sitting at
Jesus’ feet listening, Martha was confused because of all the serving
work. Martha ventured to complain to Jesus and show her displeasure
by saying “Tell her to come and help me”. Jesus answered her quietly
“Martha, Martha, you are worried and troubled over so many things,
but just one is needed. Mair has chosen the right thing, and it will not
be taken away from her.”
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In the second reading presented from the Gospel of John, Chapter
11, we get a complete picture of Martha. Martha and Mary were very
sad because their brother Lazarus had died. Martha went to meet
Jesus and welcomed him to the house where Mary was sitting. Both
were ready to express their disappointment that Jesus had not come
straight to them after hearing about Lazarus’ iliness. “If you had been
here, Lord, my brother would not have died” Martha told him.

Following the resurrection of Lazarus, Jesus said “/ am the resurrection
and the life” Turning to Martha he asked her “Do you believe this?”
“Yes” she replied “I do believe that you are the Messiah, the Son of
God, who was to come into the world”

In the afternoon we were introduced to a series of paintings by
a contemporary artist and we were asked to discuss them in our
groups. One showed Mary sitting at the feet of Jesus and Martha in
the background with pictures of a washing machine, a shopping bag,
children’s toys around her. There was plenty of opportunity to discuss
and compare Martha’s busyness with our busyness today. Another
picture showed Martha’s hands and feet lit up to show that Martha’s
talent was to serve others.

At the end of the morning Sarah Morris came forward to present this
year’s theme “ am the way, the truth and the life” suggesting how we
can use the meditations in order to sit at the feet of Jesus and grow in
our knowledge of him. We also have the opportunity to learn about
the projects that we as women support and show God’s love in Jesus
Christ through our actions. When the following question was asked at
the end of the day “Who are we like, Martha or Mary?” The answer
received was “Similar to both”.

It was a privilege to have Sian Elin’s company for the day, we wish her
well in her Ministry. What better way to end the day than by singing

Thanks be to Thee, Thou great Almighty God,

For the most Holy Gospel. Hallelujah, Amen.

O may this dawn arise the world around,

Till all the nations praise Thee. Hallelujah, Amen.
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Coleg y Bala Training Weekend
Joseff Griffiths

Following a donation of £500 towards a youth and young
adults training weekend at Coleg y Bala at the beginning of
the summer, one of the young people has written about his
experience:

“Coleg y Bala training weekend,
well what an impressive, useful
and transformative weekend.
The biggest blessing was to look
around the room and experience
a flow of gratitude for every
single person who was there
and feel a thrill of excitement
because of the potential impact
of this room for God to use us to
transform lives, break chains and
move mountains for our nation
and beyond!

Arming is my word to describe the teaching. The weekend was filled
with clear and practical sessions. | left each one with encouragement,
something to change or add in my life and a passion for how amazing
God is and the privilege of being part of his work. | felt a certain sense
of excitement and maybe a little nervousness about the wonderful
effect training like this will have on our lives and the lives of others
around me! One thing that really stuck was the power and importance
of the Bible, and the main thing that struck me personally was Will
and Carly’s huge heart and their humility to meet people where they
are and their willingness to really fight for others, and seeing them
live like that made me want to live this out in my own life!
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Another thing that warms my heart is the number of young leaders
who attended. | was 18 when | first heard a similar training, a large
number of this group were younger than that. God has blessed each
of them with talents and skills and a different personality and | am full
of excitement to see them deepen in their faith and experience the
power and love of God at work in them and through them!

So although there is much more to say, | want to finish by emphasizing
my full heart and gratitude for the weekend, | am really so glad that
the weekend took place and expect to see the effect this will have
in and through each person who attended. God is really busy and at
work and he wants us to jump at the opportunity to partner with him
in shining light, sharing freedom and restoring lives.”

An additional word from Angharad Clwyd,
Coleg y Bala Assistant Officer:

‘Will and Carly are a married couple with 3 boys from Texas, U.S.A.
Carly was a gap year student at Coleg y Bala a few years ago and
Will lived in Wales for a few years doing mission work with the
Linguae Christi crew. The two now lead missionary work at Baylor
University in Texas. Will and Carly, together with others who were
over there praying for Wales, gave the majority of training at the
weekend. Our hope is to be able to offer this annually to our young
people.

Thank you again for partnering with us, we are extremely grateful.
It would be great if you could continue to pray for the group that
came. The ages vary from 15 to 30 years. As Joseff says “God is
really busy and at work” and we thank Him for what He is doing
among our young people in Wales’.
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Resources

THEME BOOK

Remember if you have not yet received the latest Theme Book ‘Jesus
the way and the truth and the life’, copies are still available from the
women’s office. There are 50 colourful pages full of information.
Including testimonies, a Service and Bible Studies suitable for groups
or for personal reflection. There is a monthly reading plan and
information about our Mission projects. As we approach the winter
season some of you will be reaching for your knitting equipment and
looking for a new pattern. The book contains a knitting pattern for a
bobble hat, small mitts and hairband. For the more experience knitter
or if you are part of a knitting group in your community/Church why
not try knitting a doll (girl and boy) suitable for those living with late-
stage dementia.

THANK YOU

We would like to thank everyone who has been busy knitting recently
and has brought several bags to the office. Baby clothes have gone to
Baby Basics and Auntie Maggie’s slippers to Reaching Romania, both
charities appreciate your contributions. Several bags of warm clothes,
hats and blankets have gone to the homeless through Teams4U in
Wrexham.

GOLUD

Although the scheme has come to an end the resources are still
available from the Women’s office or on the Presbyterian Church of
Wales website, Our Mission page. There is more information about
GOLUD and the resources on page 42 — 45 in the Theme Book. Please
contact for more information.
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Allocation of

Special Collections 2024

5.WALES ENGLISH
RALLY

£1.649

M.WALES WELSH
RALLY

£14 000

M.WALES ENGLISH
RALLY

£900

5. WALES
WELSH RALLY

£7,100

Contributions from the above total - divided between Home and International:

Home:

Bala Women's Office

Publications

Waengoleugoed Day Care Chapel 1/3

Gad Chapel, Cilcain

Holywell District Welsh Chapel

The remaining £2.624.50 (used towards Theme Book cost)

2 500.00
3,500.00
2,000.00

500.00
700.00
£ 9.200.00

= e ]

International:

Tebellong Hospital, Lesotho HIV/TB

Reaching Romania

K Ward, Synod Hospital

EPIM Singapore

Way of Hope, Hungary

Manipur Appeal

The remaining £74.50 will go to the Contingency Fund

3,000.00
2,000.00
3,250.00
1,000.00
1,500.00
1,000.00

£10,750.00
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Bible StUiSESs
Life's anchor - God's ﬂt :

i

Location: zoom
Time: 1.30

Dates: contact the office-
December 11" — Christmas sen_ri_

. =

Arrangad by the
Women’s Committee

Please contact the office to receive the link
01678 520 085
eirian.roberis@ebcpow.cymru

Eglwys Bresbyteraidd Cymru
% The Presbyterian Church of Wales

Women’s Department Office,
Coleg y Bala, Y Bala, Gwynedd LL23 7RY
Tel: 01678 520065 | e-mail: eirian.roberts@ebcpcw.cymru
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