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What's in a name?
Matthew 1:21

. Opening prayer.

. Hymn: From the squalor of a borrowed stable — Stuart Townend 1999
. Bible reading: Matthew 1: 18-25 and Isaiah 9:6-7

. Prayer. (Appendix 1)

. Hymn: Joy to the World, the Lord is come —trad. Isaac Watts

. Watch and listen to the Sermon.

. Discuss the questions. (Appendix 2)

. Hymn: See amid the winter’s snow — trad. Edward Caswell

. The Benediction.
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Appendix 1
Let us pray.

Lord Jesus Christ,

At this Advent time we come before You with grateful hearts,
remembering the wonder of your birth

and the glory of your many, powerful names.

Jesus, our Saviour,

You entered our world to rescue us from sin.

Save us today—renew our hearts, restore our hope,
and let Your grace be born fresh within us.
Emmanuel, God with us,

In the quiet of the manger you drew near.
Incarnate for us, fully God, fully man.

None other like you in your divinity and humanity.
‘Pleased as man with man to dwell,

Jesus, our Emmanuel.’

Be near to us now—

in our homes, in our struggles, and in our celebrations.
Let your presence fill every place we feel empty.
Wonderful Counsellor,

Guide our thoughts and choices.

Give wisdom to our families, peace to our minds,
and clarity to every step we take.

Mighty God,

You who hold all power,

strengthen the weary, protect the vulnerable,

and work your saving miracle in places we cannot see.
Everlasting Father,

Worap us in your unending love.

Heal the broken-hearted, comfort the lonely,

and remind us that we are forever Yours.

Prince of Peace,

Quiet every storm within us.

Bring reconciliation to our relationships,

Peace to the nations,

unity to our communities,
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and healing on earth according to your perfect will.
This Christmas,

teach us to adore you as the Lamb of God,

to follow you as our Good Shepherd,

to trust in you as the Light of the World,

and to proclaim you as our King of Kings.

Jesus,

May your light shine through us,

Your love flow from us,

and your joy fill us

today and always.

We ask all these things in your precious and lovely name.
Amen.
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Appendix 2

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS:

1. “Emmanuel — God with Us”

What does it practically mean to you that Jesus is “Emmanuel, God with us”? Can
you share a time when you especially felt God’s presence in your life? What has
Jesus accomplished by coming to be ‘with us’?

2. “Wonderful Counsellor”
In what areas of your life do you most need Jesus’ wisdom and guidance right now?
How can we better listen for His counsel in our daily decisions?

3. “Prince of Peace”

What kinds of “peace” do you think Jesus offers—internally, relationally with God
and with other people, or even in difficult situations? How have you experienced His
peace, and how can we reflect that peace to others?
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