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Greetings from Marion Simkin
Women’s Committee President

We are all familiar with the saying ‘There is nowhere like home’, and that 
is how the Church of Jesus Christ is supposed to feel to us who attend 
them regularly that it is our home. One explanation of ‘home’ is ‘where 
we live permanently especially as part of a family or community.’ This is 
where we feel comfortable, safe and in the company of God.

This was the thrust of the Conference held in Parkend Church, Cardiff at 
the beginning of October this year with the title ‘Grace for every seasons’ 
- that Christ Church is an excellent place to grow in this (please see report 
on page 14).

As the Psalmist says….

‘I will go in the strength of the Lord God; I will proclaim your goodness, 
yours alone. You have taught me ever since I was young, and I still tell of 
your wonderful act. Now that I am old and my hair is grey, do not abandon 
me, O God! Be with me while I proclaim your power and might to all 
generations to come.’

A little while ago, my grandson asked me, ‘Grandma, how does it feel to be 
77 years old!’ an innocent question from a 7-year-old child. I proceeded to 
answer him with a list of experiences I have had in my life.

I have thought and reflected a lot about the question since then, and feel 
privileged to have Jesus Christ in my life, and when I reach this great age 
(in the eyes of a child!) so much I have received from the hand of the 
Lord throughout my life. It was a privilege of attending the Conference in 
Cardiff and to be reminded that there is an important place for us in the 
autumn of our life in the Church of Jesus Christ.

We are aware of the Lord’s warm invitation to us

‘Enter the temple gates with thanksgiving, go into its courts with praise.’

How good it is for us to thank Him and bless His name, because the Lord is 
good; His love is forever and his faithfulness to generation and generation.
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Greetings from Marion Simkin
Women’s Committee President

Ministries at South East Presbytery
Lynn Lee

A very successful day was held at Whitfield Memorial Church in 
Abergavenny at this year’s Women’s Mission Rally. During the morning 
session Rev. Ian Hayward reflected on the words from John 11 v 25-
26 reminding us of the story of Mary, Martha and Lazarus. During the 
sermon Ian reminded us that ‘God so loved the world he gave his only 
begotten Son’ and also of the encouragement that Jesus’ words give 
that ‘whoever lives by believing in me will never die.’

The afternoon meeting was led by Rev Owen Griffiths. After an 
opening prayer Owen explained that they have taken a risk starting 
up programmes which help those in need throughout the South East 
presbytery and that prayers are needed to help continue with this 
work.

We were introduced to the work undertaken by workers in the South 
East Presbytery and it was a privilege to hear the enthusiasm of the 
workers.

Abbie and Nate Orr from Parc Arts, in Pontypridd spoke about the 
many people who visit Parc Arts and the opportunities they have to 
share the gospel through Art and Music.

Robyn O’Connor talked about her work with children and youth 
in Ringland. She hopes that through this work good contacts will be 
made.

Capel y Bont - Nicola Roylance told us about the plans to reach out 
to youth in Pontypridd, to help them realise their value and create a 
safe space for them.  
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The Gobaith Clothing Bank run by Linda Boyce in Blaenau Gwent 
is providing good quality clothing allowing people to choose their 
own clothes and meet local Christians.

Karen Hayward explained about her ministry as Wellbeing Officer 
and the link between wellbeing and faith. Karen is available to help 
churches run Wellbeing groups and she also uses craft within these 
groups.

Andrew Saunders from Sandfields Church (South West Presbytery). 
It was very encouraging to hear how the work has developed over 
the year. Now, they not only supply baby’s clothes, but they are 
also providing toiletries and essentials for mothers and have been 
encouraged to help with the elderly community.

Rev Owen Griffiths explained how one of our closed churches in 
Newport (Havelock Street) has now been opened for the Homeless 
in partnership with the Salvation Army. He asked us to pray for the 
workers as the road is long, and they need more volunteers.
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Reaching Romania Report
Irene Phillips 

BACKGROUND AND THANK YOU
Psalm 72:12 says “For He will deliver the needy who cry out, the afflicted 
who have no one to help.  He will take pity on the weak and the needy 
and save the needy from death.  He will rescue them from oppression and 
violence, for precious is their blood in His sight”.    This is the scripture that 
the Lord planted in my heart after my first visit to Romania 24 years ago.    I 
give thanks that He gave me a compassionate heart calling me to respond to 
the needs of poor, sick and vulnerable people living in poverty and distress.  
None of this would have been possible without the love and support of our 
loyal teams in Romania, who provide regular feedback and the incredible 
people here in Wales who share our vision to help.  We humbly say a Big 
Thank You for your caring and giving hearts.   

SHORT UPDATE REPORT
Christian Children’s’ Homes:  We are so very grateful for the 3 Homes we 
financially support -  for their constant love, care and nurture of children, 
many of whom have experienced much pain in their past lives.  Unlike State 
facilities the Management recognises the need to keep siblings together 
and to support them as they transition into adulthood.   The renovations 
by volunteers at the “Osana” Children’s Home in Timisoara is nearing 
completion ready for a fresh intake of girls.   The children at “Tabita” and 
“Caleb”are enjoying their summer vacation with outings organised by staff.  
Some of the older children have had the opportunity of going to Christian 
Summer Camps before everyone starts preparing for the new Academic 
year.

Widows Mite Project:  Project leader Ramona is devoted to maintaining 
regular contact with the 48 widows and 1 widower in assessing their 
changing needs to establish what additional help they require in addition to 
their monthly food parcels & their winter allowance for heating with wood 
or gas.  Many struggle with loneliness and so look forward to visits and 
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prayer time.  I give thanks that, over the past 24 years so many have come 
to know Jesus through the love & support they have received.  

Jesus Generation Children’s Programme & Music School:    Leaders, 
Marius & Elena who are both teachers are using their summer vacation to 
plan the Children’s programs and Music Classes for the next year as well 
as maintaining all the instruments and the minibus.   Marius writes music 
and is composing an album of songs for the children to record which will be 
added to their “You Tube” Collection.   They enjoyed a day out in the forest 
before the end of the summer term.

Educational Projects: “Copilul din Mine”, Arad & “Light & Hope” Ministries, 
Hunedoara (2 Ministries that we financially support) are currently shopping 
around to find the best deals on school bags for children from poor families 
in preparation for the Autumn Term.   We will shortly be sending out a supply 
of pencil cases made with all the stationery needed.  Children in Romania 
must also have specialised exercise books for several subjects which are also 
purchased out there.  Both organisations support poor families and also 
liaise with schools and orphanages to establish who needs help.  New shoes 
will also be purchased and winter coats will be supplied in November.  Both 
Organizations funded children to go to Christian camps this summer and 
supply food baskets to families living in poverty in their respective areas.

Care Home: 56 Residents at this privately owned establishment are sadly 
still not being adequately cared for.  We give thanks for a lovely Christian lady 
we know who with our financial help is able to visit weekly with a hot meal 
and dessert which she cooks herself.   You may recall that at the beginning 
of last year we were approached about the conditions there including lack 
of care, food and heating.  We responded immediately sending out warm 
bedding, hats, gloves, scarves and socks together with vitamins, essential 
medical treatment for bedsores, toiletries and we also set up the weekly 
feeding programme.     We keep in close contact with “R” so we can respond 
to the on-going needs and we are shortly sending out more toiletries and 
reading glasses.

The Disabled, Homeless plus poor individuals and families: We 
remain very much in touch with all those that God has planted in our path 
so we have up to date information on their individual needs enabling us to 
respond appropriately.    We can supply more details on some of the cases 
if you wish.
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Knitted Bobble Hat
Instructions

A word of thanks has already been included from Irene for the knitted 
items, as you can see on page 12. In a recent email from her she very 
kindly asked if individuals or knitting groups would like to knit warm 
hats for men in any dark colour. I’m sure you already have a pattern, 
but just in case here’s a pattern that appeared in last year’s theme 
book. Many thanks

BOBBLE HAT     Chunky type wool.  No 2 needles Dark colour

Cast on 70sts. Row 1 Slip 1, * K2, P2 * repeat from * to last st. K 1 
Repeat this row until work measures 9ins. [You can knit 2 ins in rib 
then change to stocking stitch or moss stitch as you wish until work 
measures 9 ins] 

Shape crown Row 1   Slip 1,*  K2, P2 tog, repeat from * to last st. K1. 
Row 2    Slip 1, * K1 , P2 tog, repeat from from* to last st. K1. Row 
3   *K2tog repeat from * to end. 

Break off yarn, run yarn through remaining sts. Draw up and fasten 
off. Sew up seam reversing side for turn up.



8Mission Bulletin No. 87

Women’s Committee
Sarah Morris

If you had to explain to a stranger what is the Women’s committee and what 
does it do, I wonder what you’d say? I’m sure that you’d explain how we raise 
money every year to help Christian charities abroad and how we also support 
Christians in Wales who are working in churches and communities to share 
the Good News of Jesus. Of course, this doesn’t happen by chance. Behind 
the scenes we have a group of very committed ladies who steer this work – 
the Women’s Committee. The committee meets twice a year on Zoom and is 
made up of representatives from the fourteen presbyteries and the Mission 
Rallies. Another vital aspect of the Women’s work is to provide resources to 
encourage our women. Eirian, the Women’s work co-ordinator and Carys and 
Sarah, the Dorcas Co-ordinators, fulfil a variety of responsibilities, including 
visiting groups to speak and helping arrange events. Carys and Sarah also 
lead Bible studies on Zoom and produce a yearly Theme book, which is full 
of news, articles and devotional material.

If you’d like to know more, arrange a visit or receive resources please contact 
Eirian, Carys or Sarah.

eirian.roberts@ebcpcw.cymru  or 01678 520 065
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Way of Hope
Jonathon Hodgins

Last July I flew into Budapest with my two sons Benjamin and Seth 
Joshua to help Way Of Hope run a holiday club. 

Around thirty five children attended aged 5-11. As well as delivering 
three sessions of English each day I taught Bible songs and gave the 
morning messages on people who met Jesus. The church team were 
incredibly committed. Breakfast was served by local volunteers at 
7am each day and they didn’t stop working until after the prayer time 
at 4pm each afternoon. 

Working alongside people who didn’t speak English highlighted our 
unity in Christ. There was a genuine desire amongst everyone to see 
young people see Jesus. Benjamin has kept in touch with some of the 
young helpers in Budapest and was delighted to hear that a family 
signed up to another holiday camp and started attending church and 
two other children have been baptised. 

We count it a privilege to have been able to go and see Christian’s 
working hard to build the Kingdom in Hungary. 

We are grateful to The Revd Gwyn Rhydderch for preparing a film about 
The Way of Hope Charity in Hungary. Please visit youtube to see an 
interview with The Revd Neil Kirkham and Revd Gethin Russell-Jones.  
Either type The Way of Hope EBCPCW or use this link 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4uFGCpl3njw to learn more.

There is also a film with Dr Graham Thomas and Revd Gethin Russell-
Jones about the HIV Lesotho project.  Please type HIV Lesotho (English) 
or https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pu1ad_b4im0
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Flint Women
Nerys Jones

It was lovely to receive these photos from the Flint women during their 
annual dinner. While enjoying a delicious lunch it was an opportunity to 
congratulate Ceinwen Parry, North Wales Mission Rally President on being 
inaugurated at the Wrexham National Eisteddfod for her contribution to 
Welsh activities in the area. They also had a talk on how to raise money for 
the Manipur Appeal through the Women’s ‘Handful of Rice’ campaign, each 
Chapel was keen to contribute ideas.

If you wish to donate or have held an event to raise money for the Appeal, it 
would be great to hear from you. Many thanks for all efforts.
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Thanks for the knitted items

On behalf of Teams4U, I would like to thank the  Presbyterian Church of 
Wales Women for their donations. These personal gifts will help keep 
children warm and knowing that people are thinking of them and caring 
about them this Christmas. Especially children living in orphanages/in-care, 
poor communities and communities suffering the consequences of war. 

We support several overseas countries – Ukraine, Romania, Bosnia, Moldova 
and Georgia.

We send items for children and ‘home boxes’ with items for parents/the 
home. These go to struggling families and single mothers in particular.

Hats and gloves are always useful because they fit in boxes and help children 
to be able to play outside in the winter. 

Lois Gerber, Project Manager

Blessings

Baby Basics Dyffryn Clwyd 

Six years have passed since we established Baby Basics Dyffryn Clwyd, and 
we have packed and completed over 1150 packages for families in need 
in the area. Although we are busier than ever, we feel so lucky to be able 
to meet the need, without having to turn anyone away. God has been so 
generous with us - with packages of knitting or handwork landing just as we 
are running low - or new volunteers picking up the phone as the work starts 
to pile up.
Our thanks to our community is very sincere, and to the other communities 
all over North Wales who quietly support us. We can’t help but smile and 
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admire when we see the bundles of colourful little mittens arriving, or little 
cardigans - unable to express our appreciation for the fact that we can 
provide such elaborate handwork, which has been made with so much care, 
to our mothers and our families.
So thank you all - everyone who has been knitting, crocheting, sewing etc - 
we appreciate each and every one of you!
If you would like to help - we are always looking for more hats/booties/
mittens/small cardigans or blankets - in addition, please pray for our work, 
for the families who receive the packages, and for our team.

Heledd Iago, Branch co-ordinator

Reaching Romania

We were truly blessed to receive all the beautiful items received from your 
wonderful knitters for our widows, homeless ladies and those living in a 
residential home. They were so professionally done and the mix of colours 
was lovely. Please convey our sincere thanks to everyone who contributed 
in any way. Our dear Romanian ladies will be thrilled.
It is very cold in Romania in winter and the “Aunt Maggie” slippers are so 
needed to keep their feet warm in bed but they also use them around their 
homes, the homeless shelter and at the residential home. Sadly the privately 
run home for the elderly is not even heated in the winter. The beds are 
simply pushed together. We have provided blankets and throws, pillows and 
in some cases other bedding plus creams/sprays for bedsores and essential 
toiletries. We have a food fund set up to buy all the ingredients for a dear 
Christian sister called Rodica to cook a delicious meal each week to take in. 
They also get fresh fruit. We recently responded to a request for a stock of 
reading glasses together with “Fixadent” for their dentures, dry skin creams 
and vitamins. We do what we can to help them and the knitted items are 
essential as they lay in bed in the winter with their slippers, hats and mitts 
on. Also in Romania people have a fear of draughts in their ears and so the 
head bands will make them so very happy! 
Once again thank you all from our hearts.

Irene Phillips, Trustee and Secretary

[If you would like to know more about any of these projects - contact 
the Women’s office. Thank you to everyone who donates and sends 
bags of knitting items to the office]
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Grace For Every Season Conference

Samantha Hodgins

On October 11th Samantha Hodgins began her new role as Chaplain to 
Older Adults within the Presbyterian Church of Wales by organising a 
national conference. 

Over sixty people attended ’Grace For Every Season’ which began with 
Tina English (Embracing Age) speaking on ‘Why the Church is a Great Place 
to Grow Old’. Tina reminded us that God values older people as much as 
anyone else, and blesses them in old age. She showed from scripture how 
God views his people: that we are created in God’s image, loved, relational 
and dependent on each other and on God. John Treharne then spoke about 
some of the challenges older people face, their needs and how to address 
them within the church community. 

Seminars explored how to pass the baton on in church, how to encourage 
faith in latter years, the joy of care home ministry and the challenges of 
living with dementia. 

Park End Presbyterian church hosted the event where nothing was too much 
trouble. From ordering the delicious lunch, providing refreshments through 
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the day, to tech requirements and worship. I am really grateful to Owen 
Batstone and his team for providing hospitality. Those attending came from 
various denominations and ministries including Anna Chaplaincy, ‘Through 
the Roof’ and individuals from local churches. It was a great time for all who 
came, a day of encouragement and a day to be reminded that while ageing 
may come to us all, God promises ‘Even to your old age and grey hairs I am 
he, I am he who will sustain you. I have made you and I will carry you: I will 
sustain you and I will rescue you.’ (Is 46:4)

I hope that the conference was an uplifting time and that it helped to 
continue ministry to older adults in a way that is positive, encouraging and 
glorifying to God. I am hopeful that feedback from the conference will be 
helpful in the coming days, in order to develop my role to further support 
individuals and churches across the connexion. 

Readers are invited to contact her for more information on her work or to 
find out how she can help local churches think about God’s unwavering 
commitment to sustain and support believers through old age regardless 
of cognitive or physical abilities. If you would like more information on how 
best to support Older Adults in the church please email Samantha. 

SAMANTHA HODGINS is Chaplain to Older Adults in the Presbyterian Church 
of Wales 

CONTACT sam.hodgins@ebcpcw.cymru

Place: zoom
Time: 1.30pm
Dates: January  28th; 
  February 11th, 25th;  
  March 11th, 25th Easter Service 

Bible Studies

Miracles of Jesus:
Wonderful signs of the kingdom of heaven

Arranged by the Women’s Committee
Contact the office to receive the link

01678 520 065 / eirian.roberts@ebcpcw.cymru
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‘A CELEBRATION OF 
MISSION’ ASSOCIATION 
IN THE EAST (SOUTH)

MISSION RALLY
Coleg Trefeca 
Talgarth
         
May 13th 
[speaker to be 
confirmed]

2026 MISSION RALLIES

Coleg Trefeca

‘A CELEBRATION OF 
MISSION’ ASSOCIATION IN 
THE EAST (NORTH)
	  
Nant Hall Chapel
Prestatyn  

May 14th  2 o’clock

Speaker: 
Rev Gareth Roberts

 Nant Hall

Women’s Department Office, 
Coleg y Bala, Y Bala, Gwynedd LL23 7RY

Tel: 01678 520065 | e-mail: eirian.roberts@ebcpcw.cymru
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All donations towards the Women’s Mission Rally 
Collection in the South should be sent to Mrs Susan 
Hawkins (sue.hawkins@ebcpcw.cymru) South East 
Wales Presbytery or Revd J Paul Morgan (paul.morgan@
ebcpcw.cymru) South West Wales Presbytery 	

All donations towards the Women’s Mission 
Rally Collection in the North should be sent to 
Mrs Eirian Roberts, Women’s Office, Coleg y 
Bala, Bala LL23 7RY 
(eirian.roberts@ebcpcw.cymru)     


