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EYES WIDE OPEN

peaking on the current

state of international
relations, the former
Government minister
Michael Gove said
recently that 'it used to be
Goodies vs Baddies, now
it's more like The
Godfather." He pictured
Russia, China, and the
USA as competing Mafia
families offering
'protection’ to the rest of
the world in case’
something should happen
to their lovely country.’

For the past eighty years
most of us have lived
under the protection of
the Leader of the Free
World. To find out that we
might now have to pay for
his protection, or even
worse, fend for ourselves
is a frightening prospect.

Many nations and
alliances find themselves
in a situation similar to
Elisha's servant in 2 Kings
6, looking aghast at
powerful enemies and
asking'What shall we do
now?’

It is tempting to align with

the bully or the behemoth.

Some will decide my
enemy's enemy is my
friend or latch on to
religious similarities.
Others, as in the recent
statement from the World
Council of Churches, will
look to intergovernmental
agencies and alliances.

But before taking sides,
Christian citizens should
consider Elisha's
response. “Don't be
afraid,” the prophet

answered. “Those who are
with us are more than
those who are with them."”
And Elisha prayed, “Open
his eyes, Lord, so that he
may see.” Then the Lord
opened the servant's eyes,
and he looked and saw
the hills full of horses and
chariots of fire all around
Elisha.

'Pick a side,’ we think.
Washington or Beijing?
Moscow, Kyiv, Tehran, or
Tel Aviv? United Nations?
EU? NATO? Actually
Christians don't get to
pick a side. We are already
called to serve with Christ.
Thankfully, those who are
with us are more than
those who are with them.
Open our eyes, Lord.

PHOTO: Image: IWM (ArtIWM ART 1460) Gassed by John Singer Sargent



FROM THE DESK

OF THE MODERATOR

s | write this, | have
Ajust returned from
filming my Easter
message. It is both a
privilege and a challenge
for me. Apart from my
Christmas message, |
have only ever been
videoed as a student-
teacher. That was a long
time ago and its sole
purpose was to enable all
the other students to tell
you what was wrong with
your lesson! But,
seriously, | do thank the
Revd Gwyn Rhydderch
for all that he has done
to explore the visual and
digital opportunities for
worship and mission. In
fact, the Editor of The
Treasury and |, with
others, are currently
engaged in a series of
meetings about the
promotion of the arts in
worship.

In a turbulent and
dangerous world at this
time, | don't know what |

would do without faith in
a different kingdom and a
different form of
leadership. The victory of
suffering love at Calvary
and the Resurrection of
Jesus as the wounded
healer have so much to
say to the world,
particularly those
suffering the most at this
time. May the truth of the
Resurrection speak to us
anew individually and in
our churches this Easter.

| am constantly reminded
of how much we support
one another in Christian
communities in this
country and across the
world, and what a
strength that is. |
recently attended the
URC (Wales) Synod and
heard presentations from
individual churches
seeking to engage with
their communities in new
ways. Then on Saturday
we had a visit from the

European Leaders of the

World Communion of
Reformed Churches. To
hear of what is
happening in Sweden,
Switzerland, Germany
and Romania was
uplifting and certainly
widens our perspective
that we are part of the
church worldwide.

Soon we shall be
together in our own
meetings - of the
Association in three
provinces. It will be good
to have worship and
fellowship together and
to ordain Andrew
Saunders at Sandfields,
Port Talbot. Then there
will be the Rallies in early
May. After the Zoom
meetings of winter,
Spring brings the joys of
meeting in person and |
look forward to seeing
you. Meanwhile, | wish
you a very blessed Easter
in the joy of the
Resurrection.

GLYNIS OWEN is the Moderator of the General Assembly



NEWS
FOR THE
CHURCHES

LLANDOVERY

Pat Thomas writes
lease pray for us in
Williams Pantycelyn

Memorial Chapel,

Llandovery.

We're holding an interest/
invite event on Saturday,
4th April at the
Llandovery Farmer's
Market in the town
centre 10-2pm for those
seeking and interested to
see the resources, ask
any questions and have a
chat about the course.

Christianity Explored has
had a complete revamp
and facelift and is hot off
the press. The resources
are modern and very
accessible. It was

launched on March,

19th in London and the
Wales launch is April,
29th at Highfields
Church, Cathays, Cardiff.
If you're free to get along
you'll see for yourself.

The course uses Mark's
gospel, Peter's
eyewitness account of
the life of Jesus. It's
broken up into 7 sessions
and an optional away
day.

We are starting here in
Llandovery on Monday,
13th April at 6:30pm for
food, fellowship and
study.

Please pray for the Holy
Spirit to be opening
hearts and that starting
just after Easter will
provide natural God
appointed opportunities.

ASSOCIATION IN
THE EAST
he Association in
the East will meet
on April 14 and 15 in
Sandfields, Port Talbot.

Those visiting will be
interested to know they
follow in the footsteps of

local MP, Stephen
Kinnock, who visited the
church last month to find
out more about the
Babybank, Warm Hub,
and new Mens Group.

Andrew Saunders
(pictured above) will be
ordained at the
Association whilst his
predecessor Timothy
Hodgins will be installed
as the new Clerk of
Association.

Matters for discussion
include the Restructuring
document and the
denomination’s response
to the Decriminalisation
of Abortion amendment
which is currently
passing through
Parliament.

ABERYSTWYTH

he Ty Barclay Trust

offers self-catering
holiday accommodation
for ministers and workers
in the PCW Ministries
Department, including
retired ministers and
their widows/widowers.

Enquiries are welcome on
01970 624802




THE
REVIVAL

arlier this month
E YouGov informed
Bible Society that the
2024 survey sample on
which their report The
Quiet Revival was based
was faulty, and it can no
longer be regarded as a
reliable source of
information about the
spiritual landscape in
Britain.

Bible Society

repeatedly sought and
received assurances from
YouGoyv, regarding both
the robustness of

the methodology and the
reliability of the report's
conclusions. It

was only at

the beginning of

March that YouGov confir
med that it failed

to activate key quality
control technologies that
protect the sample from
a wide range of errors
and this undermines the
reliability of the results.

UIET

YouGov's Chief Executive
Officer Stephan
Shakespeare personally
apologise stating:
‘YouGov take full
responsibility for the
outputs of the original
2024 research, and we
apologise for what has
happened. We would like
to stress that Bible
Society has at all times
accurately and
responsibly reported the
data we supplied to
them.'

Nevertheless the wider
picture points to an
increased engagement in
faith among young adults
compared to older
generations. Both the
Ipsos Mori 2023 Global
Religion Survey and Bible
Society's own analysis of
the most recent data
from the Pew

Research Center on
Spirituality Around the

World indicate that young
adults in the UK are more
likely to pray and attend
a place of worship than
older generations.

While religious identity
overall is shifting from
‘Christian’ to 'no
religion’, Christianity in
Britain appears to be
moving from a declining
nominal faith to a
committed and active
one, as cultural shifts —
especially among
younger people —
encourage a more
proactive search for
identity, meaning and
purpose. More
information on this can
be found in Bible
Society's new report, The
Quiet Revival one year
on: what's the story?

This report is drawn from
the Bible Society. The full
statement can be found
using the link below.

LINK biblesociety.org.uk/the-quiet-revival/statement-from-paul-williams



he women's

committee of the
PCW had a very
enjoyable and spiritual,
retreat at Trefeca from
the 18th to the 19th of
March. We started with a
business meeting and
then, in the evening,
heard the testimony and
story of Wayne and
Teresa Adams (the
managers of Trefeca)
which was both
extremely interesting but
also very uplifting. On
the Thursday morning we
had a led retreat, by
Wayne, on the new
theme for the resource
book.

The theme for the
resource book is ‘The
Grace of the Lord Jesus
Christ' (2 Cor 13 v 14).

We discussed the theme
and the words of the

famous hymn by John
Newton. He was a slave
trader who was
converted and became
minister and an
abolitionist. It is a deeply
moving hymn and we
look forward to seeing
the new resource book.

The work of the women's
department has
continued strongly. Over
£24,000 was raised last
year and distributed to
charities at home and
abroad, including
Tebellong Hospital,
Lesotho, Romania,
Assam, Singapore, and
Hungary. Every penny
goes to these Christian
charities in the countries
we support. Though the
sums may not seem
great to us, they are a
huge help for the
recipients.

The Committee has
decided that this year's
Celebration of Mission
will take place at

Nant Hall Church
Prestatyn LL19 SLR

on Thursday 16 May
2024. We will start at
1.30pm with
refreshments and the
service will commence at
2pm.

The Committee would be
grateful for this date to
be put into church
diaries. As a footnote
may | commend a visit to
Trefeca for anybody who
has not been in the last
couple of years. The
accommodation and the
main building have been
transformed into
comfortable warm
spaces. The welcome
and the food is the same
as ever, exceptionally
good!

REVD MO ROBERTS is Associate Minister at City Road, Chester
PHOTO Some of the Easter cards made on the Retreat



LETTER FROM THE
GENERAL SECRETARY

est wishes for an

Easter of blessings to
you all. Once again this
year, with the world
seeming to have gone
mad, we are reminded of
the words of the angels
in the Gospel of
Luke,'Why do you look for
the living among the
dead? He is not here; he
has risen' (Luke 24:5-6).

In the face of the powers
of this world which often
appear to be filled with
darkness and distress,
this message calls upon
us to seek elsewhere for
the foundation of our
peace, to live as the
people of Easter —
people who believe in the
powers of the world to
come, forgiveness, love,
grace, new life, and hope
that cannot be
extinguished.

As we see the war and
tensions increasing in
the Middle East, we are
called as Christians to be
people who stand for a
different strength and
power, the strength of
reconciliation and the
power of peace. As
expressed by the leaders
of churches worldwide,
led by the World
Communion of Reformed
Churches, there is a need
for a new and ongoing
commitment to peace,

and respect for the
dignity of all people.

Likewise, Council for
World Mission has called
for respect for
sovereignty and the
sanctity of life, and the
seeking of clear peaceful
ways forward in the midst
of the current violence in
the Middle East.

In the face of all this, we
are reminded of the
simple words of Jesus to
every one of us who
seeks his
Kingdom:'Blessed are the
peacemakers, for they
will be called children of
God' (Matthew 5:9).

Over the last few
months, we have, as a
Connexion, been
consulting widely about
restructuring. This has
been an honest and open
process of listening to
each other where we
have acknowledged our
weaknesses and sought
the guidance of the Holy
Spirit as we face the
future. As we do so, we
pray for spiritual wisdom,
unity and a clear vision
from the Lord himself,
and that we may
experience that 'mighty
strength he exerted
when he raised Christ
from the dead’ which is
available for those who

lean upon him and not
upon their own
understanding.

On a note of gratitude, |
should like to express my
sincere appreciation to
everyone who has
contributed financially to
the Manipur Appeal. The
population continues to
face violence and
displacement. The
worldwide church has
united in prayer and
support, standing with
those who are suffering,
as witnesses to the hope
of the Risen Christ in the
midst of the ruins.

Although our financial
Appeal has come to an
end, with contributions
so far totalling over
£31,000, our prayer
appeal and our weekly
prayer meeting continue,
with virtual meetings
every Friday morning at
9 o'clock. All are welcome
to join.

This Easter, may we hear
once more God's call to
be faithful people -
witnesses everywhere to
the power of the
resurrection, workers for
peace, and a community
which lives on Christ's
love and shares it in a
world which so
desperately needs it.

NAN POWELL DAVIES is the General Secretary of the Presbyterian Church of Wales
WEBSITE: werceu/werc-statement-on-the-escalating-violence-in-the-middle-east
WEBSITE: cwmission.org/news/spotlights/cwm-statement-on-usa-and-israeli-strikes-on-iran-a-call-for-peace-sovereignty-and-the-sanctity-of-life



I am old. Old enough to
remember when Zoom
was an ice-lolly you
licked, and a tablet was a
sweet treat that sent you
to the
dentist.'Restructuring’
was something we did
with our Lego bricks
when we gave up
building Tracy Island.

There are young kids on
the block now who are
much cleverer than me
(and more certain of
themselves), but perhaps
there is still time for this
old dinosaur to write one
thank-you letter —
because my late mother
always insisted | write

thank-you letters (it's
called pen and paper,
boys and girls) before |
forgot.

What | do not want to
forget are the people
whose life and witness

have made me who | am.

My congregations know
my favourite hobby is
name-dropping, so here
goes. | was mentored in
my doctorate by Tom
Torrance, the same 'TF'
who sat at the feet of
Karl Barth. | had the
misfortune of following
up George Macleod's
farewell address to the
Kirk Assembly on the
perils of nuclear

weapons. Professor Jim
Whyte, whose sermon at
the Lockerbie Memorial
Service is etched on my
brain forever ('Lord, if
you had been here, my
brother would not have
died') rescued me from a
St Andrews Presbytery
den of lions in my foolish
attempt to promote
commercial radio. And
the Reverend Alan Lewis
taught me more about
the meaning of Holy
Saturday and waiting
than anybody before his
untimely death from
cancer.

But more than those, the
people who have brought




me this far and taught
me all | know are the
elders who it has been
my privilege to work
alongside. Time for a wee
story. Let me take you
back to Covid and
lockdown, when pulpits
were closed but
somehow the church
stumbled along in
walking, praying, talking
— at a safe distance -
and phone calls. (Why
does Brian Reardon
come to mind?) In those
dark days of the
pandemic, we all seemed
to be taking up new
hobbies like baking
bread. Indeed, | casually
mentioned in an online
sermon how | would like
to bake bread if | had the
yeast, which the shops
had sold out. The next
morning a packet of
yeast was lying on the
manse patio table — put
there, | later discovered,
by one of my elders.

Let us pause there to
reflect. This elder will be
the first to admit she
could never preach a
sermon. She could not fill
a pulpit. What she did
that day with her gift
(meant anonymously, as
is her way) and what she
has done with many
others is to fill the heart
of someone in need. (It

had to be yeast, eh? So
biblical!) She did what
was wanted. And in that
act, she was in a large
part fulfilling the vows of
her eldership. Some are
called to be preachers,
some apostles, and some
to deliver packets of
yeast. Not everyone is
called to preach. Not
everyone is called to
teach. But each elder |
have known has brought
his or her own unique
gifts to the church and in
so doing built up the
church.

At Easter, | think of the
woman whose own act of
worship was to anoint
Jesus with an expensive
perfume. A sermon in
Chanel No. 5! No words
were needed. But the
perfume of that woman's
sacrifice pervades the
church two thousand
years later when most
sermons have been
forgotten.

As | said at the
beginning, | am old. Over
forty years of ministry
have taught me that if |
have seen further, to
quote Isaac Newton, it is
because | have stood on
the shoulders of giants.
And those giants are the
elders. Like the first
disciples, they are not

scholars or theologians
or preachers, just
ordinary men and women
who have brought to the
church with humility
their gifts of love,
devotion, and service.
Where are the packets of
yeast delivered
anonymously in your
pastorate? Let me tell
you. When someone has
died, it will probably not
be the minister who is
the first to visit (for you
may not even have a
minister). It will be an
elder, the same elder
who has been praying for
that family for longer
than you or the minister
knows. And it will not be
a sermon that the
bereaved family
remembers. Oh no! It will
be the card written by an
elder simply saying'Your
broken-hearted sister'. It
will be the elder’'s hug, or
cup of tea.

There is the church and
there is our future.
Thank-you, elders, for all
that you do, unseen, in
being the church, for
packets of yeast that
bring God's silent grace
to those in need.

REVD DR MICHAEL WARD is the Minister at Moreton, and Two Mills



The Calvinistic Methodist
Confession of Faith was
published in 1823. It
consists of 44 parts
which we plan to publish
over coming issues.

6. Of the Creation

In the beginning God
(Father, Son and Holy
Ghost) created the
heaven and the earth,
the sea and all that
therein is, for Himself:
'For His pleasure they are
and were created."He
hath done whatsoever he
pleased.' 'The things
which are seen were not
made of things which do
appear. He 'spake the
word, and so it was; He
commanded, and it

NS Y
BELIEVEIT?

stood fast;' and all things
were made in six days,
and everything was very
good.

Gen. 1:1-2, 2:1-2; Heb.

1:2.3; Heb. 11:3; Job 26:13;

Job 33:4; Ps. 33:6,9; Ps.
115:3; Rev. 4:11; Prov. 16:4;
Jer. 10:12; Rom. 1:20; Col.
1:16; Acts 17:20; Exod.
20:11.

7. Of God's Providence in
the preservation and
government of the world

God, in His wise, Holy,
and righteous
providence, upholds and
governs all creatures and
their actionsa.

His providence extends
over all places, all events,
all changes, and all

timesb. His providence, in
its operation, is full of
eyes to behold, and
powerful to perform, and
makes all things work
together for good to
them that love Gode.

It overrules the sinful
actions of men;
nevertheless, it neither
causes nor occasions the
sinfulness of any of
themd.

oHeb. 1:3; Ps. 103:19.

b Dan. 4:34,35; Acts
17:25,26,28; Job 38-41;
Ps. 104:24

¢Prov. 15:3, Matt.
10:29,30; Is. 14:24,27,
40:26, 43:13,Rom. 8:28.
d Ps. 76:10; 2 Kings 19:28,
Gen. 50:20; Ps.

50:21; 2 Sam. 16:10; Acts
2:23,24, 4:27,28.



THE THORN

IDENTITY

'm a nurse, and |

recently started a
new job in a
completely different
area of nursing. No
one told me to be
prepared for the
humbling feeling of
knowing...nothing.
Even though it's still
under the 'nursing
umbrella,' it's a whole
new area, which
means learning a
completely new set of
skills. It's almost like
starting over. | find
myself practising
frustratingly basic
skills over and over,
just so that eventually
they'll come naturally

and one day, I'll
probably be
effortlessly teaching
them to a student
under my supervision!
Which brings me to
the main point of this
article: The fruits of
the Spirit: work to
reap.

The fruits of the Spirit
(Galatians 5:22-23) all
sound lovely, don't
they? I'd love to have
every single one of
them. | like to think |
have joy, but patience?
Definitely not. | often
catch myself saying,
'It's just not in my
nature,' or, 'God didn't

sprinkle patience when
He made me.' But
when | look at that
sentence more deeply,
it really means: 'l don't
want to practise
patience. It's too
difficult." And that's
where | have to call
myself out.

The Bible is full of
reminders that we
reap what we sow
(Matthew 13:1-23,
Galatians 6:7-9,
Proverbs 22:8, 2
Corinthians 9:6). If a
farmer plants an apple
seed, they expect
apple fruit, meaning if
| want a specific fruit |




have to plant to
specific seed. For
example, if | want to
grow patience, | can't
be impatient and
expect to grow

patience. It takes work.

For farmers to expect
a good crop, on
average they work 365
days a year, long
hours, early mornings
and hard physical
labour to make sure
their harvest is
rewarding, so ‘growing
fruits' is not just work,
it's HARD work.

(I love my 9-5, | love
my 9-5).

Jesus never said
following Him would
be easy (Matthew
16:24). Becoming
patient, kind, joyful, or
loving isn't instant, it
involves constantly
breaking away from
your worldly flesh. But
if you plant hatred in
your heart, you will
grow to hate. Plant
love, and love will
grow. However the
seed, doesn't dig itself
into the soil—it has to
be planted, forced in,
nurtured. We have to

actively plant the
seeds in our daily lives.
We must practise
generosity before we
become generous.
Practise patience
before we feel
naturally patient.
Practise joy before
others comment'Wow,
she's so naturally
positive and joyful!

Starting a new job is
hard, but through time,
it becomes second
nature. Bearing fruits
you don't naturally
possess works the
same way—you have
to practise them until
they become part of
who you are before
falling into the default
mode of'l'm just not
that type of person!'.
You have to 'plant the
seeds manually' before
you can reap the
reward.

Now, don't get me
wrong—we aren't
saved by becoming
better people. Christ
already did that on the
Cross. It is in fact the
inverse: because we
are saved, we can
become better people.
We want to show Him

love by living how He
tells us to live (seen in
John 13:34, Romans
13:8-10), therefore our
Christian journey is
our daily way of
showing love to Christ
for His incredible
grace. It's our small
thank-you for a
priceless debt. We fail,
very often—but we
must keep trying!

The best part? We're
not alone. The Holy
Spirit sees our
willingness and helps
us (John 14:26). | often
ask Him to come into
my heart and clean it,
to make me more
Christ-like (and | do
this...many, many,
many times.) It's hard.
It goes against our
human nature
(Matthew 26:41,
Galatians 5:16-17) and
Jesus never said it
would be easy (Luke
9:23)!

But in the end? We
become closer to
Christ, and more like
Him. And honestly,
that's more than worth
the graft.

OLIVIA THORN is a member of Mancot church in Flintshire



What's going on at The
Chase (ITV) at the
moment? Have they
employed a new question
setter straight out of
Theological College?

How else to explain the
daily reminder of the
almost complete
eradication of basic Bible
knowledge from the
general public? Perhaps
it's an attempt by the
Bible Society to prove its
importance in a biblically
illiterate culture: if so it's
a great success.

'What is the last book of
the Bible?""Name the man
who married Jesus'
mother."In which
Testament would you find
the book of Exodus?’ All
asked and answered
incorrectly.

Don't expect the
professionals to do any
better. A few years ago,
Premier Radio reported
that when asked the
question 'Dinah was the
only daughter of which
biblical patriarch's 13
children?' A contestant
(and vicar) answered
'Abraham’ when, of
course we all know the
answer was, well, have a
guess and check the
answer below.

Regular church attendees
get irritated by this lack
of Biblical knowledge and
it is certainly sad to think
that so much knowledge
has been lost. But
remember that biblical
knowledge is not the only
thing we need.

Jesus' criticism of the
Sadducees was this: you

do not know the

scriptures nor the power
of God. The Sadducees
might have been
surprised to hear this
given that they were
students of the Torah, but
Jesus' point was that
though they knew the
words, they did not know
the point of them, nor the
power therein.

This is a challenge to
those who teach the
Bible to children. Are we
teaching to the head or
to the heart?

And before you mock
others for their illiteracy
make sure that the things
you know are more than
just pieces of trivia.

For to those whom much
has been given, much will
be expected

PHOTO: TV
ANSWER: Jacob



ou've heard people

talk about who they
would have at their
perfect dinner party.
Recently | was invited to
a meal, chatted with the
people around me and
realised | was at mine.

On my left was a graphic
designer (specialism:
typography). Ordinarily
he would have had my
undivided attention. But
on my right was a soldier
and veteran of the Cold
War (my favourite period
of history). Completing
the picture, my beautiful
wife was opposite me.

| was in my element as |
listened to the old
soldier talk about his
experience fighting
communists. He had
been a tank commander
in South Africa and took
part in one of the largest
tank battles fought on
African soil since

El Alamein.

An ambitious military
man from an ambitious
military family, he was
invited one night to an
evangelistic event. He
attended without any
great interest, listened,
and left a changed man.
Unclear on what exactly
had happened, he only
knew that Jesus had
occupied his heart. He
had left the barracks
that evening obsessed
with the might and
power of his tank; he
came back the next day
and saw it as a mere
lump of metal compared
to the Living God.
Serving under apartheid,
Christ changed how he
saw everything. He
risked a great deal
preaching in Black
churches, and today
serves in another divided
part of the world seeking
to tell people of what he
calls' the love of the
Father'.

It was fascinating
listening to his
testimony. Sadly the
dream dinner party had
to end early because we
were going on to the
baptism of a friend's
daughter. Thus we drove
from one of Wales’ most
famous towns to a little
chapel in a little village
in North Wales to see a
little girl give her
testimony.

During the service we
sang two of the greatest
testimonies ever written.
One was the song
Amazing Grace, by John
Newton. You know it so
well you could probably
recite the words as you
read this. Try not to let
familiarity breed
contempt though.
Consider how
profoundly changed the
slave trader was when
he wrote,



‘how precious did that
grace appear
the hour | first believed!”

Later we sang And Can It
Be in which Charles
Wesley recalls that:

‘My chains fell off, my
heart was made free
I rose, went forth and
followed Thee'.

The congregation sang
that bit extra loud of
course, because so many
of them knew from their
own experience what it
meant to be free. And
then it was our friend's
turn to stand up and give
her testimony...

| was once in a church in
New York. Six or seven
women happened to be
coming into membership
that morning and were
asked to stand at the
front, give their name, and
say something interesting
about themselves. The
first woman who stood up
said, 'I'm Cindy and | was
voted Miss California’
Watching the rest of the
women in the queue try to
top that anecdote was
very amusing.

The New Testament
model for testimonies
(Paul the Apostle) can
leave us feeling a bit like

the woman who spoke
after Cindy. In Acts 26
Paul describes to King
Agrippa his past attitude
(he hated Jesus), the
kind of life he lived (he
persecuted Jesus'
followers), a profound
experience (Jesus spoke
to him), and its
consequences (he saw
things as Jesus sees
them).

... So how would that little
girl, in that little chapel, in
that little village follow
the stories of the Tank
Commander or the
supermodel? How could
she compare to the slave
trader or the song writer
and the archetypal
Testimony writer himself?
Only by telling the truth.
Her testimony was that
she had come from a
Christian home, heard the
gospel at a Christian
camp and come to believe
in her heart the truth that
Jesus loved her.

We give our testimony
because the Bible tells us
to. Peter encourages us
to 'always be prepared to
give an answer to
everyone who asks you to
give the reason for the
hope that you have.’

Whether we fought in a
war, won a beauty
contest, lived shamefully
or simply grew up in the
safe haven of a Christian
home, we have a
supernatural story; He
came to me.

As we celebrate Easter
we reflect on the
testimonies of that
Resurrection day. Two
women found an empty
tomb. Another saw the
Lord. Two friends were
surprised by him, another
stopped doubting and
believed. One was
forgiven and restored.
Others saw him face to
face on various occasions.
Could one person say
their story was more
thrilling than another
when all could say'He
came back for me'?

Why not take some time
over Easter to think about
your testimony. What was
life like before you met
Jesus? What happened
when the light dawned?
What difference has
Jesus made since? And
one more question. Next
time you sit down at a
dinner party, how will you
share your testimony with
someone who needs to
hear it?
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