








Capely Bont, and the grant application that has been
made to the Welsh Governments Community Facilities
Programme.

The Historical Society

The Historical Society lecture delivered by Dr Gareth Evans-
Jones from Bangor University at this year’s Assembly was
an examination of aspects of ‘the Welsh conscience’ in
relation to the response of Christians to complex political
problems, ranging from the clearing of Epynt in 1940 to the
tense situation in contemporary Gaza. The lecturer gave a
thoughtful analysis of these questions, and the response of
believers steeped in the teachings of the Bible. The lecture
is expected to appear in the Historical Journal in 2027.

The 2026 Historical Journal will include Professor Densil
Morgan’s Historical Lecture on Emrys ap lwan delivered
at the Llandudno General Assembly in 2025, together
with articles on Henry Richard the Apostle of Peace, John
Roberts ‘Minimus’, the first secretary of the Foreign Mission,
and the missionary Isaac Hughes.

The work of digitising issues of the Historical Journal from
1916t02018 hasbeen completed, and we thank the National
Library for their co-operation in the project. We hope to
make the digital files available

on the Connexion’s website, so

that the riches of a century and

more of studies on the history

of Methodism in Wales will be

freely accessible.

Dr Rhidian Griffiths
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« Concern that a growing number of our local churches are
still not fully compliant with the legal requirements for
renting out Chapel House and former Manse.

Steve Wynn

The 2026 Historical Society Lecture
‘From Capel Celyn to Palestine: The Welsh Conscience?

Dr Gareth Evans-Jones, MA
To view the lecture in Welsh visit
https://youtu.be/gl 60Gh7wJG4
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Interdenominational
Safeguarding Panel

Over recent years there has been a growing understanding
of the importance of safeguarding within the Christian
Church, and the Charity Commission clearly states that
safeguarding needs to be a governance priority, not an
optional extra! Many of our churches understand this but
there is still room for improvement.

We continue to use the recommendations of the
Independent Inquiry into Child Sexual Abuse to monitor
and improve our procedures. In line with this, we published
our Guidance On Responding Well To Survivors/ Victims Of
Abuse thisyear and we see anincrease in local safeguarding
leadership, with more local safeguarding co-ordinators,
training courses for local co-ordinators and some upcoming
training for the Presbytery safeguarding person.

Our resources facilitate safeguarding processes but, of
course, they are only effective if used locally. We promote
the importance of safer recruitment and the local church’s
responsibility to ensure that their volunteers do regular
training and a DBS check every 4 years.

Every year since lockdown we have seen an increase in
DBS applications, indicating that work with children and
vulnerable adults is going strong in many churches. We
introduced thirtyone:eight’s online DBS service alongside

PROTECTING vulnerable people
from abuse, neglect and harm.
RECOGNISING the signs
and symptoms of abuse and
RESPONDING appropriately.
It is PREVENTATIVE as well as
PROTECTIVE and involves
PROVIDING SAFE ACTIVITIES
and APPROPRIATE CARE.

If you have concerns about a child or vulnerable adult
or need safeguarding help, information or advice

& @ogelu Cydenwadol

Interdenominational Safeguarding Panel
01745 817584 / 07957 510346 panel.cymru

childline

\/ 0808
ONUNE, ON THE PHONE, ANYTIME g Hourglass 808 8141
childline.org.uk | 0800 1111 safer ageing Stopping abuse
' Live Fear Free Helpline thll"tyone: Q 0303
’0808 8010 800 eign fl 0031111
call « text « live chat » email Creating safer places. Together.

Our local SAFEGUARDING COORDINATOR is:
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Panel Diogelu Cydenwadol

Interdenominational Safeguarding Panel

...we take it seriously

If you have concerns about a child or vulnerable adult
or need safeguarding help, information or advice

T Panel Diogelu Cydenwadol

Interdenominational Safeguarding Panel

01745 817584 / 07957 510346

post@panel.cymru

Out of office hours (and weekends)
call the thirtyone: eight helpline

0303 003 1111 thirtyone: 74

Creating safer places.Together.

Visit the Panel website for more information
or use the QR code to report a concern :

https://panel.cymru
our local SAFEGUARDING COORDINATOR is :

our own paper process, allowing a quicker turnaround and
access to digital id checking. Unfortunately, this is still not
available in Welsh.

Training remains a core priority and ensures awareness of
the safeguarding policy and how to respond to concerns.
Training promotes key resources such as our code of
conduct for volunteers and recruitment checklist. New
Welsh Safeguarding Training Standards specify that
ministers and volunteers should now repeat safeguarding
training every three years.

ltwasanotherbusyyearwiththirty-ninesafeguarding cases.
Most required advice from our safeguarding officer with 12
referrals to statutory agencies or other support. We fund
access to out-of-hours support through the thirtyone:eight
helpline, ensuring that help is always available.

The Panel employs two part-time staff and has received
an income of £29,000 per annum from each of the three
denominations since 2023. This will need to be reassessed
as 2026 marks the end of the 3-year funding cycle.

Thank you for working together with us this year to make
our churches safer places for all.

Julie Edwards



The Presbyterian Church of
India Celebrates its Centenary

During April and early May, Nan and | had the privilege
of visiting North-East India on the occasion of the
centenary celebrations marking the establishment of the
Presbyterian Church of India as one united church under a
General Assembly. The celebrations were held in Shillong,
Meghalaya, with thousands gathering from the twelve
Synods that make up the Church, representing around 1.6
million Christians across the region.

The celebrations were a powerful testimony to God’s
faithfulness through the generations and to the deep
historical relationship between Wales and the Church in
this part of the world. We were reminded of the work of
missionaries from Wales, especially Thomas Jones of Beriw
and his wife Anne, who arrived in the Khasi Hills in 1841.
Despite the challenges, losses, and great sacrifices faced
over the years, the Gospel has taken deep root among the
many tribes and communities living in that region.

It was an emotional experience to see representatives from
so many tribes and communities worshipping together in
unity, bearing witness to the grace and strength of Jesus
Christ. In particular, it was moving to see representatives
from the state of Manipur present despite the serious
conflict and tensions that continue in that area. We had
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the opportunity to listen to their stories, to share about the
appeal and prayers of the Presbyterian Church of Wales on
their behalf, and to reaffirm our partnership and support
for them.

During the visit, we also had the opportunity to visit Gordon
Roberts Hospital in Shillong and see the development
work taking place there, as well as discuss plans with John
Roberts Theological College. It was encouraging to see the
work going from strength to strength and to witness the
relationship between Wales and the churches of North-East
India continuing to flourish and bear fruit.

—
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On returning home, we were grateful for the privilege
of being part of this historic celebration and amazed
at the unity of the church amidst cultural diversity and
major political challenges. The relationship between the
Presbyterian Church of Wales and the Presbyterian Church
of India continues to be a valuable partnership of faith,
friendship, and shared witness to the Gospel of Jesus Christ.

The Revd Huw Powell-Davies



Coleg y Bala

Good news about Coleg y Bala was announced at this
year’s Assembly, that the Children and Youth Service had
committed to running and funding a specified number of
courses at the college each year. A budget will be presented
to the Children and Youth Service, by the Ministries
Department, from 2029 onwards, to maintain its work in
the college and among the churches nationally. The current
method of funding the college will continue until the end of
2028, before the new system takes place in 2029.

This news about the funding of the work at the college ended
the uncertainty about how the college was intended to be
funded, on the eve of celebrating 60 years of ministry among
children and youth at the college. It was also announced
that the Department of Ministries would appoint Lois
Franks as one of its pioneer
officers, over a period of
three years, to lead new
strategic work on developing
a business plan, marketing
and sustainability. Lois is
originally from Cardiff but
currently lives in Pontypridd
with her husband Ben and 4
children. Lois was a member
of the Gap Year Scheme at
the college during 2007-2008.
Shelearned Welsh while then
working at the college and is
now fluentin Welsh.

PCW Youtube

At the end of April, Owain and Sian Edwards retired as
Managers of Coleg y Bala. Thanks were expressed to them
for almost 20 years of tireless work as managers, a period
when thousands of children and youth benefited from their
leadership and gentle shepherding. An advertisement will
be published in the near future for an Operations Manager
at the college, to manage the centre as a residential centre.
The Connexion’s thanks were also expressed to the early
pioneers who ventured to establish the college as a Children
and Youth Centre and the Reverend Dafydd H Owen, the
first Youth Chaplain, who died aged 90 in April this year, was
especially remembered.

TY’r Coleg was recently renovated, for the accommodation
of Lois Franks and her family. That involved installing new
central heating pipes and radiators throughout the house,
to replace those installed over 40 years ago and which
proved inadequate over the years, and redecorating the
house internally. Lois and her family will relocate to Bala
within weeks with a view starting her job on 1 September
this year. The Resources Department is thanked for the
generous supplementary funding, which was almost
sufficient to meet the cost of the renovation work.

Hywel Davies
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Children & Youth Department

Naturally, the focus of our presentation this year was the
changes underway at our Children and Youth centre, Coleg
y Bala.

Firstly, the heartfelt and immeasurable thanks and the vast
appreciationto Owain and Sian Edwards, who have devoted
themselves to caring, serving, mentoring and sharing their
home and lives with so many of us, testifying to the tender
and kind care of our Lord Jesus. Their legacy, through
the power of the Spirit, can be seen across our country,
in churches, clubs, schools, families and individuals who
thrive in their faith and their walk with the Lord. May the
Lord richly bless their future endeavours, as they have
blessed us.

It was also wonderful to hear from Angharad Clwyd, who
shared about the feast of courses available for the children,
youth and families of our churches over the summer. It is a

priceless opportunity and a valuable resource for leaders
to encourage their congregations to attend these courses,
and through them receive God’s blessings in abundance
through the activities, and a time of friendship, prayer,
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worship and learning from the Bible.

Finally, Nia Williams interviewed Lois
Franks, who is taking over at the Coleg
from September. She and the family will
settle in Bala, a decade after she was a
student on the Gap Year scheme there.
Lois’ heart for Wales and the Welsh in the
light of the gospel was clear, and we pray
fervently that the Lord blesses their new
chapter there.

y

Catrin Hampton
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Capel Y Bont

Film about an inclusive faith
community in the heart of Pontypridd

https://youtu.be/nUhpFkzABhU

Summary Report of the Work of the
Welsh Sunday Schools Council, 2025

2025 was a busy and productive year for the Welsh Sunday
Schools Council and Cyhoeddiadau’r Gair. Opportunities
arose to visit presbyteries, denominations and churches
across Wales, organise resource evenings, attend
denominational and national festivals, and strengthen
partnerships across the Christian denominations. During
the year, the Director, Aled Davies, also enjoyed a three-
month sabbatical following 35 years of service.

Work continued to develop contemporary Welsh-language
resources for children, young people and churches. A
wide range of materials is now available for Sunday
Schools, children’s clubs, worship and school ministry. The
challenge now is to encourage churches and local areas to
make full use of these resources through greater local and
ecumenical collaboration.

Nine new books were published during the year, covering
themes such as prayer, devotional reflections, pilgrimage,
personal faith journeys and climate change. Significant
progresswas also made on the 2026 publishing programme,
with several new titles in preparation, including scholarly
works, biographies, children’s resources and the Bible in 10
project.

Development continued across the
Council’s five websites, with new
sections added to ysgolsul.com and
cristnogaeth.cymru,  hundreds  of
downloadable resources uploaded to
gair.cymru, and preparations made for
the relaunch of gobaith.cymru. Welsh
Christian Television also expanded its
content through new podcasts and
contemporary Welsh-language music.

Ysgolion Sul
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The Council was represented at a wide range of events,
including the Urdd Eisteddfod, the National Eisteddfod,
the Royal Welsh Show, denominational conferences and
training events. Seven Gee Medals were presented at four
different locations in recognition of the faithful service of
local volunteers.

Work also continued with the Roots worship resources,
including the launch of a redesigned website and updated
publications, while the weekly Welsh-language worship
resources remain available. The Council also attended the
London Book Fair and international meetings relating to
Christian education.

The Council remains grateful to its officers, trustees,
partner organisations and denominations for their financial
and practical support. Despite the challenges facing
churches across Wales, the Council remains committed to
supporting new initiatives, strengthening ministry among
children and families, and serving churches by providing
high-quality Welsh-language resources while encouraging
greater cooperation across the denominations.

Aled Davies, Cyfarwyddwr/Director
Cyngor Ysgolion Sul / Cyhoeddiadau’r Gair

Beiblau

CYHOEDDIADAUR
GAIR



