
Small steps go far!
I remember my daughters Leah and Elin starting to walk. The shaky little steps were so sweet and funny and, 
of course, every few steps they would fall flat on their bottoms! But up they’d get and off they’d go again. The 
Presbyterian Church of Wales’ Youth and Children Service’s STEP programme (Serving, Teaching, Encouraging, 
Partnering with children, young people and families in our churches) follows the same principle as a toddler 
learning to walk – small steps go far. Of course, there will be obstacles in the way but we will get up and move 
on confidently.

The STEP programme aims to encourage and equip churches to convey the good news of Jesus Christ in a 
contemporary way to children, young people and their families. It recognises the valued contribution of children,
young people and families to congregations. The programme workers will support churches with advice,           
encouragement, training and suggestions regarding useful resources. We will be launching the programme to 
the Presbyterian Church of Wales as a whole in the 2014 General Assembly.

The STEP values and ethos are based on verses 4-9, chapter 6 in the book of Deutoronomy. Everyone, of all 
ages, should listen carefully to the Lord God and love him with all their heart, soul and strength! Parents, 
grandparents and guardians have a responsibility to teach children about God constantly and the Church 
has a responsility to help them do so. Through the power of God, our hope is that our churches will become 
dissatisfied with the current situation and that they develop a vision of how things could be different, and then 
show a passion and commitment to realise that vision.

STEP will attempt to initiate honest discussions regarding effective ways of ministering to children, young people
and their families. STEP is not an exam and there is no pass mark but it is an ethos that churches aspire and 
commit to, at the same time recognising that there are many ways to express this. STEP churches try to learn 
from the ideas and experiences of other churches. 

Reverend Gwyn Rhydderch, Director of the Youth & Children’s Service

  Prayer Points

Please pray for the 1. 
STEP committee. Pray 
that they are filled with 
wisdom, vision and 
zeal as they assist the 
pilot Churches.

We would appreciate 2. 
your prayers as we con-
sider a new, appropriate 
logo which conveys the 
spirit of STEP.
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STEP-ping forward in Llithfaen
The Village Shop is a great place to meet people! If it weren’t for the fact that six people from Llithfaen - Dafydd 
and Ann Roberts, Sianelen and Celfin Plemming and Peter and Lis James - had re-opened Pen y Groes shop, 
which closed around six years ago, they probably wouldn’t have known many of the village people. It was in the 
shop that Lis James heard of a young women and her two daughters who had lost everything in a house fire.

The least Lis could do was to offer a duvet or two and bed linen, and her sister gave them accommodation 
whilst their house was being rebuilt. As she visited the family over the following days, Lis took a Bible with her. 
The youngest daughter asked what was in her pocket.

“A Bible,” Lis told her. As they chatted, the girls’ grandmother said that she also had a Bible next to her bed. 
Following this, they discussed Psalm 23 and had a short prayer. 

The next time Lis saw the family, they asked for another Bible story. But this time, they met at Lis and her 
husband Peter’s home - and had a ham sandwich! It was Easter-time and everyone had a lovely time hearing 
the story, making a paper model of the empty tomb and singing before finishing with a game. This became a 
regular monthly event and was given the name ‘Capel Bach’ (‘Little Chapel’). The group met like this for about 
two years. Gradually, others were invited to the Capel Bach and food would be prepared for them. Lis sometimes 
felt that the meal was the main attraction and when around 16 tried to eat in the kitchen, everything went a bit 
pear-shaped! It was time to move!

Since May 1994, Dafydd and Ann Roberts and Ann Williams had been holding a successful Sunday School in 
Capel Isa, Llithfaen. Also John and Rachel Settatree and Ann Roberts ran a Christian Youth Club in the chapel. 
So everyone came together in the chapel to hold a monthly family service. Around 25 parents and children now 
attend and there is a lively programme of stories, singing, drama or puppetry, learning a Bible verse and craft.

But recently, the Llithfaen group was invited to become part of the STEP pilot scheme.

“For me personally, this has been a very exciting step,” says Lis. “I see God’s hand in this development and it 
really does feel like a ‘step’ forward. 
Gwyn Rhydderch joins us for 
preparation every month and then 
shares the Gospel in a lively and 
visual way during the services.”

Gwyn says, “I’m really pleased to 
be a member of the team at Capel 
Isa, Llithfaen. They have so much to 
offer and to teach me personally.” 
 
By today a team of people work 
brilliantly together, with everyone 
shouldering the burden. It is not 
heavy as it is the Lord’s burden. The 
team’s aim and prayer is that adults 
and children alike will turn to Jesus 
Christ and give their lives to Him!

“For my yoke 
is easy and 
my burden 
is light.” 
Matthew 
11:30

  The pilot scheme

STEP is holding a pilot scheme in order to ensure that the final 
scheme is a succes.

Churches of all sorts are taking part in the pilot scheme - big ones 
and little ones, rural ones and urban ones, ones with a minister and 
ones without a minister, ones with children’s work and ones with no 
children at all.

Among these churches is Capel Isa, Llithfaen. Here’s their story...


