
5 November 1990
This is the date the Rhydderch family moved to their new 
home! What’s so special about that? I was completely 
ignorant about the building trade but two years 
previously I had bought a book called Building your Own 
Home by Murray Armor, and set about building a house.  
Yes, I was the contractor and I did quite a bit of the work 
myself! The goal was to build an affordable house for 
my wife, myself and our two daughters and to celebrate 
Christmas 1990 in our new home. No great problems 
arose and we realised our dream!

Nehemiah, however, came 
up against a major problem 
in his contract and faced 
building regulations far 
harsher than those of any 
County Council. Nehemiah’s 
problem came in the form of 
Sanballat, Tobiah a Geshem! 
We know of Nehemiah’s work 
directing the rebuilding of the walls of Jerusalem and 
ensuring that the Lord regained his central place in the 
residents’ lives. Let’s look at these two key verses:

‘“Let’s start building now!” So they got everything ready.’  
(Nehemeia 2:18)                                   
‘I answered, “We are servants of the God who rules 
from heaven, and he will make our work succeed.”’ 
(Nehemeia 2:20)

Nehemiah had a goal to aim for! In his book on 
Nehemiah, Victorious Christian Service, Alan Redpath 
says, “All along the wall the people worked, their one 
desire to see it completed. Each group was united in 
determination to finish the particular task allotted to 
them. They were not jealous of what somebody else was 
doing; nor were they concerned about that job or this, for 
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God had given them a portion to do in 
the rebuilding of the wall, and they set 
themselves to the task with all might 
and main. And all those groups were 
united to each other. How thrilling! 
They were all conscious of their next-
door neighbors, and thankful for their 
cooperation; they were all working 
together as one around that wall. 
There was no separation; there was 
no in¬dependent spirit. Because they 
were one in vision, they were one in 
purpose.”

What is our churches’ goal? What is the 
churches’ purpose? For whom do the 
churches exist? Jesus said:                                                                     
“The Law was given by Moses, but 
Jesus Christ brought us undeserved 
kindness and truth.” (John 1:17)

Because Jesus is the foundation 
and the cornerstone of the Church, 
the purpose and goal of the Church 
is therefore to administer grace or 
undeserved kindness and truth to the 
believers and the world about us. That 
is the basis of every church’s work. 
This goes hand in hand with praising 
and worshipping the Foundation and 
Cornerstone.

STEP’s goal is to help the churches 
in their ministry to children, young 
people and families, bridge between 
the generations and reach out to the 
community. 

All churches are encouraged to
P - PUT the life of the church 
under the spotlight and look at all 
strengths and weaknesses.
C - CONSIDER what is possible 
with God’s help and guidance
W - WALK ON, step by step, with 
renewed energy and vision, to be 
used by God in the work of his 
kingdom.

Let’s hope that we roll up our 
sleeves and trust in God’s help 
when SERVING, TEACHING, 
ENCOURAGING and PARTNERING 
with children, young people and 
families in our churches.

Gwyn Rhydderch
Director of the Children & Youth 
Service
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STEP is taking steps in the Nantgaredig 
area of Carmarthenshire! Two pilot 
schemes have started in September 
in a bid to spread the Good News to 
children and young people in the area.

It appears that a number of areas in 
the north of Wales already have Open 
the Book schemes running within their 
local schools, but little knowledge 
of the initiative is yet evident in the 
south-west. It is an exciting scheme 
which enables volunteers from local 
churches and chapels to be part of 
the life of primary schools in their 
area by introducing Bible stories 
to the children. The stories come 
alive for the children as the team of 
volunteers present them in a visual 
form in a variety of ways, such as the 
use of puppets or props/costumes. 
The children also have fun as they have 

the opportunity to be involved in the 
performances themselves from week to 
week.

To date, the school in Nantgaredig has 
received four exciting Old Testament 
stories and the feedback from both 
children and staff (and the volunteers!) 
has been very positive. A timetable has 
already been established which will see 
the scheme continue on a weekly basis 
until July 2015!

It is a wonderful initiative and 
something that  the majority of our 
chapel/church members can get 
involved in.  For more information, 
contact your local STEP officer.

The second pilot scheme is aimed 
at reaching young people aged 11 - 
14.  Tywi Valley Youth Club started in 

Nantgaredig
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the Nantgaredig area in September 
and already there have been two 
sessions. The club is led by 
two young Christians, 
namely Sam Edwards 
and Elen Lewis – two 
people who already 
have experience in 
leading Christian 
youth groups. 
Sam and Elen are 
supported by other 
Christian volunteers and 
currently the club meets 
around every three weeks.

The first two sessions have included 
contemporary films shown on a big 
screen in the primary school which 
emulated being in a real cinema! A 
break takes place during the film for 
food – pizza up till now – and drink. 

This is followed by a thoughtful 
conversation on Christian and 

moral aspects that arise from 
the film before watching 

the remainder of the 
movie with a game or 
two at the end.
 
A games session is 
planned for the next 
meeting, with a night 

of ten pin bowling 
at Carmarthen in the 

following session. The 
feedback so far has been 

very positive from the youngsters.

May God bless the two schemes which 
we hope will flourish and bear fruit.

Meleri Cray
South West Wales STEP Officer

Hi Sarah! Can you introduce yourself 
to us?

I was born and brought up in 
Pontypridd and some of my earliest 
memories include asking Jesus into 
my heart, collecting newspapers to 
take to Sunday School to win Wombles 
posters, filling my school ‘news’ book 
with stories of church and taking all my 
friends to the youth club mam and dad 
ran in our church! 

I’m married to Meirion and have 4 
grown-up children and 2 children-in-
law. We have lived in Cardiff for the 
last 3 years. We began our married life 
in Glanaman before moving to North 
Wales where Meirion was a minister in 
a rural pastorate for 20 years.

Sarah Morris
South East Wales STEP Officer
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What do you like to 
do in your free time?

There’s not a lot of 
spare time these days, 
but I love watching 
cookery programmes, 
reading anything by Tim 
Keller or Max Lucado and 
spending time with the 
family.

Can you tell us about 
your work with various 
Christian activities?

I have worked part time for the 
Women’s Department for the last 
2 years, heading up the Dorcas 
Programme, writing resources (Bible 
Studies, Evangelistic Events, ideas 
for connecting with our communities 
through service, a website and a 
Facebook page) and visiting ladies 
groups. I’ve also worked for the Welsh 
Sunday Schools Council, helping 
produce a Welsh-language curriculum. 
Since moving to Cardiff I have been 
a volunteer with the Christian charity 
Care For The Family, which seeks to 
support family life and families that are 
experiencing difficulties. We also help 
organise the LLANW conference that 
is held every Easter and is a blessing 
and encouragement for a steadily 
increasing number of Welsh-speaking 
Christians.

What made you try for the job?

When Gwyn started to discuss 
formulating a programme to 
encourage churches in their mission to 
families several years ago, I asked to 
be involved as an interested volunteer. 

Throughout our ministry, seeking to 
share the Good News with families has 
been very important, and we have tried 
lots of different ideas over the years. 
Our move to South Wales and my role 
with Dorcas has meant I have come 
into contact and begun to develop 
relationships with churches in this area 
of Wales. So, when the STEP job was 
advertised it seemed that my present 
Dorcas role and my past experience 
could be utilised to further benefit our 
churches.

What do you hope that you will 
achieve in your new post?

My hope and prayer as I begin 
this work is that I may be an 
encouragement and help to our 
churches as we seek to fulfil Jesus’s 
commission to us to make disciples 
(Matthew 28:19), that God will bless our 
humble efforts and that many will come 
to saving faith in our land, to the praise 
of his glory.
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Didn’t we have a fine summer?  And 
it was especially pleasant in Llithfaen 
for three days of the summer holidays. 
What made it so special? Halen Haf / 
Summer Salt. ‘What on earth is that?’ 
I hear you ask. It is a Scripture Union 
programme which aims to bridge the 
gap between Church and community 
and bring people closer together. 

A team of us came together; Helen 
Franklin from Scripture Union; Gwyn 
Rhydderch, the STEP worker in north 
Wales; and a few chapel-
goers from Llithfaen. 
Three young 
people from Capel 
y Drindod, Pwllheli 
came to help us too. 
It was a blessing to 
be part of the team.

We held three days 
of activities from 
Thursday to Saturday. 
Each afternoon, we 
met on the Playing 
Field – children, 
parents and older 
people to take part 
in craftwork such as 
bracelet-making, and 

play games on the field while the older 
people enjoyed a nice cuppa! Then, 
everyone would sit down to listen to 
a Bible story with actions. This was a 
very simple but effective idea. It was 
great to see people of all ages coming 
together to enjoy a chat and company 
for a coouple of hours on sunny 
afternoons.

Halen 
Haf ’14
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Morning sessions were prepared for 
a children’s club and a mother and 
toddler group but these didn’t attract 
many people. Perhaps they didn’t want 
to be inside in such warm weather.

Three evenings of entertainment were 
also arranged with the intention of 
drawing chapel-goers and others, and 
people of all ages, together. These 
evening sessions were held in the 
Chapel vestry which was laid out less 
formally than usual with chairs around 
low tables where coffee and biscuits 
were served. On the first evening, 
we enjoyed a quiz. On the second 
evening, we were entertained by Y 
Chwedlau, a local young pop group 
which was set up recently. We had fun 
at a Beetle Drive on the last evening!

On the Sunday, an informal all-age 
service was held at the chapel and 
then a barbecue on the playing field to 
bring the activities to a close.

Would we do it again? I very much 
hope so – God willing. But in the 

meantime? We have seen the need for 
a club for primary aged children in the 
village which would, hopefully, bring us 
into more contact with the parents.

We feel that Halen Haf has been a 
small step forward which will, hopefully, 
lead to another small step. But we can’t 
take even the smallest step without 
God’s leadership, his wisdom and his 
love in our hearts. Thy Kingdom Come!

Lis James
Llithfaen
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DO YOU WANT TO KNOW MORE 
ABOUT STEP?

Contact:

STEP
Children & Youth Department

Coleg y Bala, Y Bala
Gwynedd, LL53 8NA

01678 520565

e-mail – camu.step@ebcpcw.org.uk
for the contact details of your local STEP worker.
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