
Easter in Gorseinon 
I believe that Easter is the best time of year to evangelise. 
Christmas is good but there’s almost an expectation 
that one has to ‘tow the line’ and keep to people’s 
expectations. That has its strengths because you can go 
ahead with the norm in the most evangelistic ways and 
the church can always keep things under the Christmas 
umbrella!

Easter however is a time when the Church should be 
making a bigger effort but it will not attract the same 
volume of people because of the 
underlying message it 
holds. Christmas is all for 
the giving of a Saviour - to 
the world- and with the new 
year around the corner, 
it majors on new starts; 
whereas Easter hones in on 
the reason why Jesus went to 
Calvary. Not only for the sin 
of the collective but for the individual. With Easter there 
is a serious life changing message to proclaim - and a 
joyful one on Easter Sunday. But for me, Easter is as much 
about new starts as New Year is.

LADIES WHO DINE!

That week in our church we arranged a meal for ladies- 
we invited a Christian lady from Anglesey to come and 
speak about the grief of losing a child, and how as a 
result her husband left her and how she lived a life of 
utter sadness until someone shared the Good News of 
Jesus with her. She told her story to about 40 women- 
some from our church, and others from the community 
who had been invited along. We hired a room in a local 
pub and we had some resources to give out at the end. 
We did this before Good Friday so that we could invite 
them to the Fun Day and Easter Services we held that 
week.
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MEN WHO MUNCH!

Similarly we held a men’s meal- in a 
different pub. This time we asked the 
pub to cook curry for the men who 
came (around 25 men). We asked 
a football scout (who discovered 
the talents of some top players like 
Aaron Ramsey, Joe Hart & Christian 
Benteke). He spoke about working in 
the football world with some of the 
top managers and clubs, and brought 
along signed shirts etc. He told us 
about the opportunities he had to 
share the gospel with others in that 
environment, as well as how he had 
become a Christian himself.
 
One major reason to hold these in the 
pubs (especially for the Men) was that 
we are aware that people in the pubs 
don’t come to our church for whatever 
reason, so we wanted to go to them. 
We didn’t use a private room but we 
did go where others could listen.

 

EASTER SATURDAY 
FUN DAY

We held a fun day on Easter Saturday 
which was well attended- we got a 
bouncy castle- we did a bake a cake 
competition and got people to bring 
them along on the day. We asked 
local businesses for free prizes - and 
all day we were able to tell more and 
more folk about the Gospel.

THE EX-TERRORIST!  

Last year we invited David Hamilton, 
an ex UVF terrorist, to deliver a 
talk here and advertised it with 
the heading - ‘Can a terrorist be 
forgiven?’ We held it in the chip 
shop restaurant in Gorseinon and the 
response was brilliant. All the tables 
were taken. We offered to pay for 
anyone who couldn’t afford -so that 
no one missed out on hearing the 
message. Very few people didn’t pay. 
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AN OLD RUGGED CROSS 

One other thing that we have now 
done two years in a row is to put up a 
cross in the front of the church.

Last year we found some old thick 
planks of wood, with the long piece 
about 6 foot, and the horizontal piece 
about 4 foot. We got some barbed 
wire and wrapped it into a circle and 
attached it to the top of the cross, 
then some big thick nails and in red 
paint wrote the words “It is Finished”.

The intention was for it to look 
offensive- cruel and shocking. And it 
seemed to have the impact we hoped 
for. Apparently people spoke of it all 
around town! By the Easter Morning 
we had covered the cross with white 
cloth- removed the crown of thorns 
and covered up the red paint and 
nails; just to leave the white cloth as 
though to convey the emptiness- the 
Risen Lord! 

BE GENEROUS 

I think another important element 
with our evangelism is to be 
generous. We have what the Lord 
has given us. I feel it’s important to 
do outreach as well and with as much 
thought as we can possibly give it and 
absolutely smothered in prayer.
 
As William Carey famously said: 

“ATTEMPT GREAT THINGS FOR 
GOD, EXPECT GREAT THINGS 
FROM GOD!”

Tim Hodgins
Gorseinon
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Nantgaredig

Last summer, a group of members 
from chapels in the Nantgaredig 
area started up a Open the Book 
project in the local primary school. 
The project is a very effective way 
of building bridges with the school 
and the children, and build up a 
special relationship with them. It 
truly is a blessing.

Around eight individuals agreed 
to be part of the project for a 
probationary period of two months. In 
the same way, the headteacher of the 
school agreed to introduce the project 
for the same two month period. In this 
way, should either the volunteers or 
school have any concerns, it would be 
possible to terminate things after two 
months. Of course, that was not how 
things turned out at all as you will see!

We decided to start in the school in 
October 2014. Some preparation took 
place beforehand- but not too much! 
Some basic training for two hours, 
collecting some simple outfits- similar 
to what shepherds would wear during 
the nativity play- and a half-hour 
practice of the story.

The first story to be presented was the 
creation story, following the pattern 
of the first year of Open the Book. 
There was an opportunity for some of 
the youngest children to take part in 
the presentation and the other pupils 
could follow the tale by taking part in a 
variety of movements to coincide with 

the story. A resounding success! An 
experience enjoyed by the pupils, staff 
members and the team members alike.

That was the start, and as mentioned 
earlier, no one wanted to bring 
things to a close at the end of the 
probationary period. The school was 
particularly eager for us to continue 
with the work. In addition, the team 
members were blessed by being in the 
childrens’ company every week,  and 
seeing the satisfaction and pleasure 
they had in witnessing the Bible stories 
coming alive in front of them. We have 
continued to visit the school on almost 
a weekly basis since then, and by now 
we have started our second year there.

You could have the same experience 
within local schools in your area! 
Will you help the children of your 
community and give them an 
opportunity to learn more about Bible 
stories? Get in touch without delay!

Meleri Cray
STEP Officer South West Wales

Open The Book 
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We all know how nice it is to receive 
a word of encouragement - perhaps 
we’re feeling unappreciated or 
overlooked, or had to fulfil a ‘not so 
easy’ task – and someone will send 
us a text message, or phone us with 
a few kind words that really make a 
difference. Some people seem to have 
a gift to see the need and say just the 
right thing to encourage another. 

The Epistles contain many references 
to encouragement – the need for 
God’s people to give and receive it. 
The writer to the Hebrews tells his 
readers that they must encourage 
one another daily and he has specific 
reasons in mind too. Firstly, he says 
that we need encouragement not to 
sin, (Hebrews 3:13) and that will help us 
to resist temptation and be obedient. 
Then, he says we need encouragement 
to do good works and to love our 
brothers and sisters in Christ (Hebrews 
10:24, 25). Doesn’t this ring true in 
your experience? Have you ever had 
a tough decision to make and sought 
support from a trusted friend? Have 
you ever felt weary in your Christian 
walk and been up-lifted and refreshed 
to hear someone’s testimony?

But the author also reminds the 
readers, and us with them, that the 
source of our encouragement is Jesus 
himself, Hebrews 3:1.  We aren’t 
offering mere words of encouragement 
to one another, we are directing each 
other to look to Jesus, and to consider 
His amazing person and work.  When 

Jesus fills our minds and hearts we 
know his guidance, comfort, energy 
and joy.

We are reminded in Chapter 10 
verse 25 that as we gather together 
in the local fellowship we receive 
encouragement, and so it’s not a good 
idea to neglect to meet together. 

I wonder if your church fellowship is 
a place to receive encouragement? 
Are we encouraged by the teaching 
we receive to look to Jesus, to know 
him better, to appreciate and love him 
more?

Do we realise the importance of our 
role to give encouragement to our 
brothers and sisters? Do we try to offer 
words, and show with actions, care 
and concern and support? Are we 
aware of those with particular needs 
in our fellowship? What about those 
living near the church – are there 
people we could offer some practical 
encouragement to and so open doors 
for witness? 

One aspect of the STEP scheme is to 
help churches consider how they are 
encouraging their congregations and 
what opportunities exist within the local 
community for outreach by means of 
‘encouragement’ and practical support. 
Why not get in touch to discuss this in 
more depth?

Sarah Morris
Swyddog CAMU de-ddwyrain Cymru

Encouragement
Sarah Morris
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Most people when asked who has 
been a formative influence in their 
life will recall a parent or teacher 
– someone who has taught them 
valuable lessons by their example 
or their teaching. We start learning 
from the moment we are born, and 
never stop! 

Jesus was a teacher, a Rabbi (Mark 
1:38), who spent 3 years teaching 
his disciples by words and actions, 
and whose final words included 
the command to ‘teach all nations’ 
Matthew 28:19-20.

The Early Church placed great 
importance on teaching, (Acts 13:1, 1 
Corinthians 12:28, Ephesians 4:11, 2 
Timothy 1:11), and the spiritual gifts 
include that of ‘teaching.’ Paul tells 
the Philipians (Phil. 4:9) that what they 
have learnt they must put into practice, 
and reminds Timothy that the purpose 
of teaching is to ‘arouse the love 
that comes from a pure heart, a clear 
conscience and a genuine faith (1 Tim. 
1:5).

So, how’s my church doing as far as 
fulfilling Jesus’s command to ‘teach’ 
is concerned? Are there opportunities 
for all ages to receive teaching? What 
is the quality of the teaching? Is it 
bearing fruit as listeners mature in faith 
and life? Are we developing a sensitive 
Christian conscience and desire to live 
obediently to the Word of God, a love 
for Bible study and prayer, a dedication 
to ministries of evangelism, mercy and 
justice?

It’s good for us to consider these 
questions, if we neglect this aspect of 
the churches role the peril is that the 
church becomes only a social club or 
humanitarian agency.

Our heavenly Father has given us the 
Scriptures that we may be taught, 
rebuked, corrected and trained in 
righteousness (2 Timothy 3:16) – the 
Bible is the source of our instruction, 
and the Holy Spirit is the means by 
which we receive God’s Word in to our 
lives. 

Today there are so many helpful 
resources available to preachers 
and teachers – books, magazines, 
podcasts, conferences, mp3s. Why not 
let us know what resources your church 
has found to be a useful teaching 
tool so we can share that information. 
Or, if you’d like help to consider your 
churches teaching role further, why not 
contact the STEP co-ordinator for your 
area?

T for Teaching
Sarah Morris
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DO YOU WANT TO KNOW MORE 
ABOUT STEP?

Contact:

STEP
Children & Youth Department

Coleg y Bala, Y Bala
Gwynedd, LL53 8NA

01678 520565

e-mail – camu.step@ebcpcw.org.uk
for the contact details of your local STEP worker.
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