
Children & Youth Service                        Philippines Appeal 2017 
 

1 
 

CHILDREN’S SESSION 
 
Aim Help children to think about the needs of the people of the Philippines and raise money towards 

the Presbyterian Church of Wales 2017 Appeal.  
  

Bible 
Read the story of Jesus healing the paralysed man (Luke 5: 17 – 26) from one of the following Bibles: 

I. The Lion First Bible, story number 41  
II. Lion Storyteller Bible, p. 94 “Down Through the Roof” 

III. The Big Bible Storybook p. 148  
 

Discuss 
After reading the story, discuss these questions: 
Age 4 – 7 

 What couldn’t the man in the story do? 

 Who helped the man reach Jesus? 

 Was it easy for the men to carry their friend 
to Jesus? 

 How did Jesus help the man? 

Age 6 - 11 

 Why do you think the four men brought their 
friend to Jesus? 

 Why couldn’t the man go to Jesus by himself? 

 Who would you have wanted to help? 

 

Explain that we want to be like the four friends by helping people in the Philippines who are in need. We 
want to bring them to Jesus in prayer and raise money to help them. 
 

Introduction to the Philippines  
You will need: chairs, a map of the world/globe, leader to act as a pilot, leader to act as an air steward, 
pictures of the Philippines (printed off the internet) 
Arrange chairs like those on an aeroplane. 
Explain to the children that you’re going to pretend to go on a plane journey and that you will be the pilot. 
Invite them to sit in the chairs and pretend to put on a seat belt. You (the pilot) or the air steward could 
show on the map/globe where the journey begins for your pretend plane journey to the Philippines. 
Remember to name 4 countries on your journey. 
 
Start your journey and encourage the children to pretend to take off in the plane. While travelling, the 
pilot could mention the countries you’re travelling over and encourage the children to wave at them e.g. 
‘We’re now flying over France – wave at the French people’. Use your imagination to make the ‘journey’ 
fun e.g. ‘There will now be some turbulence’ (everyone to shake in their seats). 
Travel like this for around 5 minutes, then pretend that you’re arriving in the Philippines, on the Cebu 
Island where Christian Jay Batousa lives. 
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Games  
The Pilipino children play games just like Welsh children. I wonder what games you’d play with Christian? 
 
1. “Agawan base”: Steal the ‘home’ – a lively game of running and catching. This game could be adapted 

for younger children. 
Players: A game for 2 teams with at least 2 in each team. The more players, the more fun! 
You will need: 2 markers for ‘homes’ – the home could be a tree, rock or shoe. 
Game objective: protect the rock from the other team by ensuring that members of the team can’t put 
their foot on the home. The other objective is to catch as many members of the opposing team as possible; 
if one team catches all the members of the other team, they win. 
Rules: The two teams have the same number of players, and one member of the team will protect the 
home. The other members of the team can leave the home and try to use strategy and timing to steal the 
other team’s home by standing on it. 
When the member of one team leaves the home, a member of the opposing team will run to catch them. 
The person who leaves the home first is the one who should be captured by the opposing team. If they are 
caught, they have to stand with their arms outstretched beside the home of the opposing team. This 
person can be set free if a member of their team manages to reach the other home without getting caught. 
One team will be declared the winners either when they reach the other team’s home or when they 
capture all the members of the other team. 
 
2. “Tumbang preso” This game could be adapted for younger children. 
Another popular game in the Philippines  
Players: 5-10  
You will need: An empty tin or plastic box and one slipper (or flip-flop) for each player.   
Game objective: Knock over the tin with the slipper (“pamato”) then run to fetch the slipper before the 
protector of the tin tags you.  
Rules: The tin is placed in an empty space 5-8 meters from the throwing line while the tin protector stands 
beside it.   
The players stand behind the throwing line and attempt to knock down the tin one by one. If the tin gets 
knocked over, the players must run to fetch their slipper. In the meantime, the protector has to set the tin 
back up and attempt to catch the players before they reach their slipper. If a player is caught, that person 
in turn becomes a tin protector. 
If one thrower hasn’t been able to fetch his slipper, the other players can try to knock over the tin to give 
them another opportunity to fetch it. The throwers can only be caught between the throwing line and the 
tin. 
 
3. “Basket ball” This game could be adapted for younger children. 
Players: 2 teams, up to 12 children each. One child to be the basket by holding his arms out in a circle to 
mimic a hoop. 
You will need: a ball (soft if playing inside) 
Game objective: The teams must throw the ball into the basket (through the child’s arms) 
Rules: Players aren’t permitted to touch each other, they must bounce the ball while moving. They must 
be a reasonable distance away from the basket to score. 
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Christian Jay Batousa’s Story 
(for the youngest children) 
 
Christian in 13 years old and lives on the island of Cebu. Cebu is an island in the Philippines. 
Christian lives in a very poor area of the city of Cebu. Many people live in a small area in slums. 
 

One evening, everyone was woken up by a ringing bell. It was the fire bell! 
Christian and his brother and sister had to flee for their lives with their family. 
The people in the slums had to escape from the fire. 
Thanks to Christian Aid, the people had practised what to do if there was a fire so everyone escaped safely.  
They had all lost their homes. 
They didn’t have anything left but the clothes they were wearing at the time. 
But everyone was safe. 
 

The Philippines is a very hot place to live. Sometimes they have terrible storms with very strong winds. 
Sometimes there is heavy rain and floods. Sometimes there are earthquakes in the Philippines. 
 

Since the night of the fire, Christian and his family have been living in a tent. 
It’s hot in the tent.  
Some people sleep outside because it’s too hot inside the tent. 
 

Since the fire, Christian and the other children have had to change schools. 
Christian goes to school by six in the morning and comes home around a quarter to one.  
There are many children in his class. 
There aren’t enough chairs and tables for everyone, so they have to share.  
Some of the children have nightmares after the fire. 
The children are sad that they’ve lost their home and everything they had. 
 
But there is good news! 
Christian Aid has been helping the poor people speak to the government. 
They’re going to have new homes. 
The houses will be built where the people used to live before the fire. 
 
The money that we raise towards Christian Aid will help people like Christian and his family. 
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Christian Jay Batousa’s Story 
(for older children)  
 
Christian is a 13 year old boy who lives in the Mantuyong community on the island of Cebu in the 
Philippines. 
Christian lives in Mantuyong, which is a part of the city of Cebu, the second city of the Philippines.  It’s a 
very poor area and many people live crowded together in slums. 
 

At 1.35 in the morning, March 12th 2016, the community was woken up by the sound of a ringing bell – the 
fire bell! A fire had started in the middle of the community and everyone had to escape. This was the third 
fire in the past few years. The community had been able to extinguish the fire before the fire brigade 
arrived the first two times, but this time it was the middle of the night and everyone was sleeping. By the 
time someone had rung the fire alarm, the fire was too fierce for the community to try and extinguish it. All 
they could do was lead the people to a safe place. Because of all the fire drills they’d carried out with the 
help of the Christian Aid partner, FORGE, the team managed to lead everyone to safety effectively.   
500 houses burned down and 2000 people were affected, but thanks to the organisation of the rescue 
team, no one was injured and no lives were lost. Everyone was given a place to sleep in the Leisure Centre 
that night.  
 

FORGE (the Christian Aid partner) managed to help this community organise fire drills as well as storm and 
natural disaster drills.  
  

Within two days, the community received tents from the local council and a temporary place for them to 
live. The people are still living on that site in tents. There are roughly 600 families there. It can be very hot 
and some people choose to sleep outside their tents. 
 

Christian is a small and quiet child. He has a brother and sister. Some of the children have suffered terribly 
after the fire. Some of the children suffer from nightmares since losing their homes in the fire. Many have 
had to change schools because the site is so far from where they used to live. 
 

Christian’s favourite subject at school is the Filipino language. His favourite sport is basketball. 
Christian doesn’t want to live in the site forever. He finds it difficult to complete his homework because he 
has to wake up so early. The school starts at 6 a.m. and finishes at 12.40 p.m. 
There are between 46 and 50 students in the class and there aren’t enough tables and chairs for 
everybody, so they have to share.  
 

The good news is that the people from the community are going to have new homes where they used to 
live. FORGE has helped the community to discuss building these homes with the government. The money 
raised by us in the Presbyterian Church of Wales will help make a difference to the lives of people like 
Christian and his family. 
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Praying for the Philippines 
 
1. Woven prayers 

 

 
 
2. Prayer flowers 

 

 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Weaving colourful materials is a part of Pilipino culture, different tribes 
weave different patterns. 
 

You will need: a frame e.g. a cheap picture frame and strips of different 
coloured card. 
1. Glue a series of different coloured strips on the frame, leaving the width 

of a strip between each strip. 
2. Give each child a strip on which they can write a prayer. 
3. Ask the children to weave their prayer strip between the strips on the 

frame. 

You will need: thin coloured paper, felt tip pens, scissors, a bowl 
of water.  
 

1. Ask the children to think about children their age who live in 
the Philippines.   

2. Ask them to cut a star or flower shape out of the paper. 
3. Ask the children to write a prayer in the middle of the shape. 
4. Fold the flower petals or star points to the middle (as in the 

photograph). 
5. Set the bottom of the shape on the surface of the water and 

watch the petals/points open slowly.The shape will float on 
the water’s surface.   
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Fund Raising Craft 
People who live in the Cebu slums plant vegetables in old plastic bottles because they don’t have a garden.  
How about planting herbs or flowers in plastic drink bottles and selling them to church members or 
friends? 
All you need is: old plastic bottles, scissors, compost and seeds.  
 

                                           
 

Fund raising ideas for the whole family 
 Board game night: Ask the children to bring their favourite board games. Charge an entrance fee and 

offer tea/drink and biscuits as part of the price. 

 Family quiz night: various rounds using TV quiz formats e.g. “Catchphrase”, observation round (watch a 
clip from a film), picture round – recognise a Disney character, “Mr and Mrs” (how well do you know 
your children/parents/spouse?). 

 Wales/Pilipino Dinner: offer food from the two countries. Sell tickets and decorate the vestry. 

 Bounce a ball to the Philippines! There are 6,898 miles between Wales and the Philippines. How about 
getting members of the church and Sunday school/Youth or Children’s club together to bounce balls 
6,898 times and get sponsored for doing so? 
 

 Sponsored Bible read: Invite members of the church, families and the Sunday school to read one of the 
children’s Bibles e.g. Jesus Storybook Bible or Lion First Bible. Organise other activities around the 
event e.g. making Pilipino bunting, Pilipino themed face painting. 

 

Nia Wyn Williams 
Education & Resources Officer 
 
 
 


