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A BIBLE STUDY FOR OLDER YOUTH 

LUKE 5: 17-26 

 
A. GROUP DISCUSSION OR PERSONAL REFLECTION:  

Can you think of an occasion from the gospels, when Jesus surprised the people around him? 

Can you think of an occasion from your own life, when Jesus has surprised you personally? 

 

READ LUKE 5: 17-26 

B. THE BEST DOCTOR 

1) Why is the house full at the start of the passage? (Look at verse 15 and 17 for clues.) 

 

2) Try to imagine the scene as the paralyzed man is lowered through the roof (v.18-19). 

How would each of the main characters (the paralytic man, his friends, the onlookers, the Pharisees and 

teachers of the law) have felt at this point? 

 

3) How does Jesus surprise everyone in dealing with the sick man (v. 20)? 

 

4) What does this tell us about Jesus and how he sees our needs? 

 

5) The religious leaders criticize Jesus for promising forgiveness, since only God has that authority (v. 21)? Is 

their response right?  

 

6) What is Jesus’ response meant to show (v.22-26)? 

 

C. GOOD FRIENDS 

7) How do the friends of the paralytic man practically show their friendship towards him? (v. 18-20) 

 

8) What can we do to help introduce others to Jesus? 

 

PERSONAL REFLECTION 

- Can you think of two specific things you can do over the coming weeks to help introduce a friend to Jesus? 

 

D. INTRODUCING JESUS, ‘THE BEST DOCTOR’ TO THE PEOPLE OF THE PHILIPPINES THROUGH THE WORK OF 

CHRISTIAN AID 

Every 5 years, the Presbyterian Church of Wales holds an appeal towards the work of Christian Aid in a 

specific country. This year, the Church’s focus is on the Philippines and all money raised will go directly to a 

variety of partner-organisations, who are active and effective in making a difference to communities all 

across the country and who work closely with local Christian Aid staff.  

 

Show the Christian Jay Batousa PowerPoint presentation downloadable from www.ebcpcw.org.uk 

http://www.ebcpcw.org.uk/
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Consider ways in which you also can help raise money towards the Philippines Appeal.  

 You could BE BRAVE and take a trip to Zip World Velocity, near Bethesda in North Wales, home to 

the fastest zip-line in the world and the longest in Europe? 

 You could BE CREATIVE and put on a music gig with a local band? 

 You could BE ACTIVE and take part in a sports challenge like a bike-ride or a swimathon? 

 Or you could BE SOCIAL and gather a group of friends and ask for donations in exchange for entry 

into your dinner party? 

 

Christian Aid’s A-Z of Fundraising Ideas will also give you a variety of other fun ideas for your youth group 

and church. 

http://www.christianaid.org.uk/Images/A-Z-fundraising-ideas-July-2013.pdf 

 

E. PRAYER 

 What have you learnt about Jesus and about yourself through this study? Pray in response, thanking 

God for these truths. 

 Pray about the ways you can introduce others to Jesus over the coming weeks. 

 Pray for the efforts to raise money towards the work of Christian Aid and their partners in the 

Philippines, asking that this financial help will be a great blessing to churches, communities and 

individuals like Christian Jay Batousa (who’s story is included in the Appeal pack) across this nation. 

 

Meryl Walters 

Older Youth Work Officer 


