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Fund Raising Meal and Family Service 
 

1. Activities before the Service 
i. You could meet initially for a lunch or dinner.  

Some ideas: 

 Everyone to bring their own food. 

 Everyone to bring food to share. 

 The men and/or women of the church to prepare a simple meal. 

 The men and/or women of the church to prepare a Pilipino meal. See the two attachments for 

Phillipino recipes. 

 

ii. Craft  

After the children have finished eating, invite them to do the following: 

4 long rectangular pieces of cardboard and 3 paper fasteners are needed for each child.  

Use the paper fasteners to attach the strips together, end to end. 

 

 
 

2. The Service 
i. As people enter the meeting or service, you could play traditional Philippine music. 

Go to www.youtube.com <http://www.youtube.com> and type Philippine traditional music in the 

appropriate box. 

 

ii. Distribute a sheet explaining the Appeal to attendees as they arrive at the church. 

 

iii. Welcome everyone and talk about the 2017 PCW/Christian Aid Appeal. 

 

iv. Prayer 

 

v. Hymn of your choice  

 

vi. Read Matthew 9:1-8 or Mark 2:1-12 or Luke 5:17-26. 

You could: 

 Read the passage from an alternative biblical translation or from The Lion First Bible, story number 

41 or The Barnabas Schools’ Bible, story number 260. 

 How about dressing some children or adults in clothes from the period. A dishcloth on the head and 

an old bed sheet with a hole in the middle to go over the head!  
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vii. Hymn of your choice 

 

viii. The Story 

 

Context to the Story 

According to the Apostle Paul, Luke was a doctor, ‘Our dear friend Luke, the doctor’ (see Colossians 4:14). 

This explains Luke’s interest in people, especially the sick. His gospel is peppered with stories of Jesus 

healing the sick, from individuals like Simon Peter’s mother in law who had a fever (Luke 4:38) to the ten 

lepers (Luke 5:12-15). 

 

This amazing story features in Matthew and Mark’s gospels as well. Mark is the only one to state that the 

paralytic had four friends. They brought the man to the house, and after being unable to gain entrance 

they climbed onto the roof. In Biblical times, houses were made of stone, with flat roofs and stone stairs 

leading up to them on the sides of the buildings. It’s likely that the roof was made of mud mixed with hay. 

It wouldn’t have been hard for the men to make a hole big enough through which they could lower the 

patient down on his bed (notice that Mark calls it a mattress) to Jesus’ feet. 

 

When the Jewish leaders heard that Jesus had forgiven the sins of the paralytic (Luke 5:20), they accused 

him of blasphemy, saying that God is the only one with the right to forgive men’s sins. They claimed that 

Jesus was guilty of a crime that warranted the punishment of death (Lev. 24:16). The forgiveness of sin was 

a sign that the Messianic age had come (Joel 2:32). 

 

The four friends’ faith is integral here, (for other examples, see Luke 7:9 and 1 Cor. 7:14), but the use of the 

plural ‘When Jesus saw their faith’, suggests that the paralytic also had faith in Jesus. It’s hard to believe 

that the paralytic would have been healed without having faith himself. Jesus deals with sin first, then the 

ailment. According to one scholar, this event proves that forgiving the sins of the world is Jesus’ priority. 

Jesus came to the world to save souls above all else. 
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Introducing the story 

Use the four cardboard pieces mentioned earlier to tell the story of the paralysed man. Instruct the 

children to do the same as you.  

 
 

Story Application 

1. Because Jesus was the Son of God, he had the right to forgive humanity’s sins. All of us need Jesus’ 

forgiveness, therefore we should confess our wrongs to him and ask for his forgiveness.  

2. Jesus also has a concern for our bodies. We see this here when he heals the man in pain.  

3. The miracle shows that Jesus was the Son of God. 

4. The four men showed their love and care for their friend. We have a responsibility to show love and care 

to those who don’t enjoy the good things we receive in our day to day lives. 

5. This love and care can be shown by remembering and giving generously to the Appeal to support those 

in a similar situation to Christian Jay Batusa who lives in the Philippines. 
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Christian Jay Batousa’s Story  

13 year old boy from the Mantuyong community,  

Cebu, The Philippines. 

by Anna Jane Evans 

 

Mantuyong is an area in the city of Cebu, the second largest city in the Philippines. Mantuyong is a very 

poor area, and many people there live in close quarters in large slums. 

 

At 1.35 in the morning, March 12th , 2016 the community’s families were awoken by the sound of a bell 

ringing – the fire bell. A fire had started in the middle of the community, the third in Mantuyong in the past 

few years – the community had managed to extinguish the fire before the fire brigade arrived the first two 

times – but this time it was the middle of the night when the fire started and everyone was sleeping. By 

the time someone rang the bell the fire was too fierce for the community team to extinguish. All they could 

do was lead people to a safe place – and because of all the fire drills they had completed with the help of 

Christian Aid’s partners FORGE, the rescue team managed to do their work effectively and lead everyone 

to safety. 500 houses were burned down – and over 2000 people were affected, but because of the rescue 

team’s organisation, no one suffered any injuries and no lives were lost. 

 

This community had held fire safety drills with the help of FORGE – as well as storm and natural disaster 

drills. They create a strong, close-knit community – and when the fire occurred some of the leaders 

decided to wake the person responsible for the key to the Leisure Centre so everyone could sleep safely for 

the rest of the night. 

 

Within two days the community had ensured the help of the local council and acquired tents as well as a 

temporary site to live in, and that’s where they were when we visited the Philippines in June. The 

temporary site was on some Conference Centre’s land that was built for an international conference a few 

years ago. By now the building is in ruins and the land surrounding is full of tents that shelter around 600 

families. The first thing that struck us as we arrived was the amount of people sleeping in the open air in 

the large building’s shadow – but as we met more and more people from the community, it became 

apparent that the reason people were choosing to sleep outside was that the heat inside the tents was 

unbearable for any long period of time. 

 

Christian Jay Batousa was one of the children at this temporary site. He is a boy of 13 years, quiet and small 

of stature. He has a brother and a sister. The mothers that came to meet us explained that many of the 

children suffered terribly after the fire – they had nightmares and suffered from emotional strain after the 

shock and upheaval. Many had to change school because the site was too far from their original schools. 

 

Christian didn’t have to change school but he didn’t have any clothes after the fire other than underpants 

and trousers. His favourite subject at school is the Pilipino language. His favourite sport is football.  

 

‘What’s the worst thing about the site?’ I asked him. ‘Nothing – but I wouldn’t want to live here forever. 

It’s hard to work and do my homework because we have to wake up so early. School starts at 6am and 

finishes at 12.40.’ 
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Christian only has to walk around five minutes to school, but there are between 46 and 50 students in the 

class and not enough chairs or desks for them all so they have to share, he said. We visited the site of the 

fire – ‘this is our ground zero’ said Menchu, one of the women who leads the community – she led us to 

the place her home once stood - ‘this was my home, my pride and joy’. The smell of smoke was still in the 

air, and the extent of the destruction made the three of us quite emotional. But the strength of the people 

was incredible, their perseverance an inspiration.  

 

The good news for Christian was that the strength of the community, in partnership with FORGE meant 

that they had already began discussions with the local government to build new homes for the people on 

the land where their old homes once stood – around a kilometre from the temporary site. The work of 

clearing the area has already begun but it’s a project for the long term and there are no quick fixes. The 

support provided to the community by FORGE as they meet with the local government’s officers is highly 

important to ensure that Christian and his family have a new, safe home for the future. 

 

We shall change the lives of Christian and his community through the support of the PCW this year. Our 

donations shall bring new hope and shall be a sign of love that shatters borders and reaches out to some of 

the world’s poorest communities. 

 

OR 

Show the PowerPoint presentaion about Christian Jay Batousa and read the script below? 

The PowerPoint is downloadable from - www.ebcpcw.org.uk 

 

1. Christian Jay Batousa is this young boy – he is 13 and lives in the community of Mantuyong on  the 

island of Cebu in the Phillippines. 

2. At present, Christian lives in a tent in a temporary camp as his community were affected by a huge fire 

in March this year. Fortunately, the people had been working with a Christian Aid partner, FORGE, and 

they had actually held some exercises to prepare for such emergencies. They had also learnt about 

their rights and had started to work with the local Council to improve living conditions within their 

community. 

3. Fire was one of the biggest dangers they faced as the houses are so close together, and built from poor 

materials.   

4. ‘We have received much training from Forge, and we managed to extinguish two fires before they did 

too much damage’ said Menchu, one of the community leaders ‘but this time, the fire occurred in the 

middle of the night when everyone was asleep, and all we could do was to ring the bell and lead 

people to  a safe place.’   

5. We managed to do this without anyone being injured- and thankfully, no one died in the fire although 

600 houses were burnt to the ground. We awoke the manager of the local leisure centre and we led 

people to stay there so we could restore some order. 

6. It’s so difficult when fire happens- we go back to zero- we lose everything and have to start afresh. 

7. On the Sunday morning, we had a meeting with the local Council and they managed to provide us with 

200 tents and allowed us to stay in a camp on land belonging to  a former international finance centre.  

It’s a good place for us to stay since we are not too far from our former home, but some children have 

had to change school and attend the closest one to the site now. Christian himself has not had to 

http://www.ebcpcw.org.uk/
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change school- the secondary school is about the same distance away as was the case in our former 

home. His favourite school subject is the Philippino language.  

8. According to Christian, the biggest problem with the tent is that it is so hot and has no electricity 

during the day. Even at night time, the electricity is too expensive for people to afford light- therefore 

it’s very difficult to complete homework- and it’s cold at night therefore it’s difficult to sleep.  

9. Even in such trying circumstances, the people of the Phillippines continue to laugh and enjoy 

themselves. These two ran down the road towards us laughing loudly, but covered their faces when 

they saw the camera- but continued to laugh. We do not focus on the bad things said one woman to 

us- that makes us sad. We have to concentrate on the good things. 

10. The good news is that the community has started to discuss the future with the council, and work has 

begun to refill the land where the fire occurred so that three floor flats can be built for those people 

who lost everything. Although the building work has not yet commenced, the people are confident 

that will happen as Forge has taught them how to dicuss issues and insist that their voice and 

opinions be heard. With the help of Christian Aid, you provide a voice and new hope for Christian’s 

family, He now looks forward to live in a new concrete, safe house 

 

ix. Offering 

 

x. Prayer 

 

xi. Hymn of your choosing 

 

xii. The Blessing 

 

 

The Revd. Gwyn Rhydderch 

Director 

 

 


