
Pwllheli Story   
As people, especially Welsh speakers, we love listening 
to stories from time to time, and also telling a story of 
our own from time to time. That was the core of the 
idea behind ‘Pwllheli Story’, a mission campaign held 
in Pwllheli from the 28th of June to the 2nd of July. Our 
intention was to reach out to members of the community 
and show that we have an interest in them by asking the 
question ‘what is your story?’ and afterwards to share our 
own stories, which inevitably point to Jesus Christ. We 
wanted to go beyond the doors of the Chapel and take a 
ministry of servitude that declares the gospel right to the 
centre of Pwllheli. 

On Wednesday we had the honour of giving very tasty 
cupcakes – thanks to the bakers – away for free on the 
street to the people of Pwllheli, asking for their stories 
and then draw them together as part of the ‘Pwllheli Story 
Gallery’. We were given a very warm reception by locals 
and visitors. Many were ready to stop and chat with us 
about what was happening as well as well as to share a 
little of their own stories. By night we were in the Capel 
y Drindod vestry, enjoying delicious food, live music by 
the Chwedlau and an opportunity to enjoy the Pwllheli 
Story Gallery, including the stories collected on the day 
as well as old pictures and the history of Pwllheli. Gwilym 
Tudur shared with us about the Samarian woman and her 
story of meeting Jesus Christ. It was lovely to speak with 
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attendees after the talk and hearing 
their enjoyment, and we were glad 
that we had decided to go out and 
share the Gospel. 

Thursday morning was the morning 
of ‘Tea and Toast and Tudur’ in Capel 
Berea Efailnewydd. Plenty of tea, 
plenty of toast and an opportunity to 
hear Gwilym talk about Jesus Christ, 
the Lamb of God. In the afternoon 
eleven if us went on a prayer walk 
around Pwllheli, praying for the town, 
a very special opportunity to be in the 
presence of the Lord and present thee 
town to him.

As per usual, we held the weekly 
prayer meeting on Friday morning in 
Ala Road Chapel, and the topic was 
Psalm 22. After the meeting drew 
to a close it was time to prepare for 
the English event – a free lunch and 
talk. It was incredible to see the feast 
prepared by the Ala Rd crowd, it 

would have been hard to find a better 
lunch anywhere that day! After we all 
filled our bellies, Gwilym shared this 
verse with us: “For it is by grace you 
have been saved, through faith—and 
this is not from yourselves, it is the gift 
of God.” (Ephesians 2:8).   

Our final day was the Sunday, when 
we came together for an afternoon 
of fun and a service for the whole 
family, an opportunity to celebrate 
and give thanks for a special week. 
After the campaign another chapter 
was added to the history of Pwllheli, 
and to our story as a Pastorate, and it 
was a great honour for us all to be a 
part of it. Our hope is that we have set 
down foundations on which to build 
and venture more in order to share 
the good news of Jesus Christ with 
Pwllheli, Wales and the World.

Elin Bryn Williams
Pwllheli

Have you visited our website?
www.camustep.cymru



‘What shall I do tomorrow at Sunday 
School?’ Something that every Sunday 
School teacher has pondered some 
time on a Saturday night, I’m sure, 
additionally to thinking who will be 
there (maybe no children at all!) 

Here in Bro Aled over the past year 
we have tried to adapt a little in 
order to strengthen our ties with the 
families in some churches in order to 
create momentum and a new focus. 
We have witnessed enthusiasm and 
continue to wait on what God will give 
us in the form of opportunities for the 
church to serve the area’s families. 
Holding regular Family Services in 
some churches has been nice because 

the whole families come together to 
services and that make a conscious 
effort to be relevant to all ages, and 
this has also been a way for a few more 
children to come to Sunday School.

After seeing a decline in the numbers 
in attendance in Sunday Schools 
over the past few years, we saw the 
need to have one or two people to 
work together as coordinators for the 
Sunday School here in Llansannan.  The 
coordinators decide on the theme for 
the term and then prepare a detailed 
lesson plan for teachers from week to 
week. This order has also helped to 
focus and regulate from one week to 
the next, giving the feeling of working 
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towards a specific goal. Therefore 
this term for example, the lessons all 
have an emphasis on looking at Jesus 
through Old Testament characters 
which will (hopefully) lead to the history 
of Jesus’s Birth at the end of the term. 
The coordinator doesn’t have to be a 
Sunday School teacher, therefore it is 
possible for someone with children too 
young or who go to a different church 
to fill this role, and through this help 
to share the burden between teachers. 
In a vast pastorate, one coordinator 
can be in charge of all the churches, 
emailing different Sunday School 
teachers.

At present, this is what works best 
here, but the important thing is to 
keep the format flexible. Even though 
the Bible’s message remains the same 
each time, it is important to realise that 
we shouldn’t hold to the same tried 

and tested format to present a Sunday 
School message like an infallible 
institution! Rather than loosing heart 
when we see numbers fall, we can take 
advantage of the opportunity to look 
at new ways to convey the message. 
This can be during a weekday club 
or on Saturday.  Our aim is to make 
sure that each child hears about God’s 
love through Jesus Christ, and how 
Jesus can be a best friend that never 
lets them down or disappoints. In a 
world full of confusion and pain, it is 
our honour to present this message to 
them.

Gwenno Glyn
Llansannan

Building Bridges 
in the Community 
here in Tudweiliog
There is a concerted effort here in 
Tudweiliog to build bridges between 
the Chapel, which is part of the 
pastorate of the Rev. Robert Roberts, 
and the community. Three years ago 
a Tuesday Evening Club was started. 
At the time, 7 attended; this number 
doubled the following year and 
presently there are 25, equating to 
about 80%, of Years 2 to 6 from the 
local primary school attending. This 

success can be attributed to the links 
formed with the children through Open 
the Book activity.

In October of this year, CIC (Christian 
Youth Club) for Year 7 and older pupils 
commenced. So far, 6 from Ysgol 
Uwchradd Botwnnog attend every 
other Thursday to enjoy a variety of 
interesting activities, in addition to 
listening to a Christian message.



This venture would net have 
succeeded without the support of the 
Minister and Elders, but especially 
the faithfulness of the team of workers 
/ volunteers, namely the Rev. Olwen 
Williams, Betty Roberts, Andrew 
Settatree, Sue Miller Jones and 
Angela Rhydderch. They are to be 
greatly thanked.

It is so good to socialise occasionally 
with the children’s parents and local 
people over a cuppa or delicious meal 
and every family is very prepared to 
contribute towards the food and join in 
with the activities.

An Annual Big Picnic is held at Plas 
Amwlch and our grateful thanks go to 
Mrs Wynne Finch. What would Howell 
Harris think? The children and their 
parents come together to enjoy a 
delicious feast and lots of fun is to had 
playing games.

We hold an annual Family Supper. 
A good few come together to share 
supper and enjoy each other’s 
company.

An extension of this can be see at the 
Tudweiliog Annual Show, sharing tea 
and cake at the Christians Together 
stall.

To develop the work, a project is in 
the pipeline at Tudweiliog Chapel to 
refurbish the kitchen so that evenings 
can be held there, such as ‘cooking@
chapel’. This is a scheme that is already 
at work with the Rev. Carwyn Arthur 
in Tregaron, where young people 
come together to cook supper under 
the supervision of two ladies from 
the chapel and then enjoy eating it 
together. Following the meal, everyone 
comes together for a Bible study.

Our hope is that the young people 
of Tudweiliog would hold similar 
evenings, shortly after finishing the 
kitchen refurbishment. Looking to the 
future, it is hoped to make extensive 
use of our new facilities, in order to 
serve the local community.

This is not a new idea. It is seen that 
sharing meals together featured 
prominently in the gospels. One 
scholar said, “... Jesus ate himself 
through the gospels!”  The Pharisees 
would have hated him for “... eating 
with ‘sinners’ and tax collectors” (Mark 
2:16). The Lord never missed the 
chance to reveal the Kingdom whilst 
sharing meals with others. How could 
we forget his last supper with the 
disciples on the night he was betrayed?

The intention of all Tudweiliog Chapel’s 
activities is to see children, young 
people and adults of all ages and 
backgrounds, socialising and forming 
a relationship which would bear fruit a 
hundred fold for the spreading of the 
kingdom of our God.

The Rev. Gwyn Rhydderch
Tudweiliog



I’m sure that most of us have driven 
past Port Talbot and wondered at 
the smoke rising from the steelworks 
but it’s probably a place you’ve never 
thought to visit. Well, at the beginning 
of October 2017 Tim and Samantha 
Hodgins moved to Sandfields, Port 
Talbot, the most famous housing 
estate in Wales, because of their desire 
‘to show people Christ.’ 

Tim, who is employed by South 
West presbytery, explains why the 
family made this brave move from 
Pontarddulais: “Having started working 
on the estate in September 2016 I 
quickly realised that driving in every 
day from Pontarddulais was only going 
to allow me to connect with the locals 
so much. If we aim to show Christ 
and hope to make an impact in the 
community I believe we need to be 
amongst the people. We wanted our 
house to be near the church building, 
that our home would become an 
extension of the mission and there 
we could provide hospitality and we 
wanted a house that was just like 
everyone else’s.”

Not so long ago there was an active, 
gospel congregation on the estate 
at Fitzclarence Presbyterian, but the 
elderly congregation couldn’t continue 
and so the church closed in early 

2016. Tim and Sam have use of the 
church building – now renamed as 
SPC Sandfields Presbyterian Church - 
and their prayer is to see it become a 
Mission Station where they can meet 
local people and share the Good News 
of the Gospel, in the hope that they 
will put their faith in the Lord Jesus 
and will, in turn, be witnesses for Him 
making disciples in His name.  

Since beginning work in Sandfields 
in Novemebr 2016 the couple have 
sought to use various ways to reach the 
community:

“There are 3 types of missions,” 
explains Tim. “All have the aim of 
showing Christ but each has different 
emphasis. Fun Days have been good 
ways to get to know local people. An 
entirely free event with fun things to 
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do for families and individuals who 
live on the estate. This would typically 
involve food (we intentionally get 
decent quality food) and the generosity 
is meant to astound people- we want 
people to be bowled over at the love 
& friendship shown as we humbly serve 
the community in Jesus’ name- this has 
been the case, and some wonderful 
conversations have come through this 
type of event. 

The next type of event is a more 
direct approach. This would be 
something like Lunch ‘n’ Play - which 
is a toddler group with a Bible Story, 
prayers and songs. This has been a 
real blessing. We have met lots of 
people through this and have had 
some really meaningful conversations 
and opportunities to get deeper with 
people, also opportunities to pray with 
families. 

The third strand is the tip of the arrow. 
This type of event will be something 
like a church service where the gospel 
is preached and the scriptures opened 

and explained. This too has been 
welcomed by many.”

Please remember Tim, Sam and Ethan 
in your prayers using these points from 
Tim:

•  That our efforts would be pleasing 
to the Lord. That the seed would 
fall on good soil, and that we would 
know God’s leading in knowing 
who and when to share his Word.

•  That the relationships started 
would strengthen and more links 
would be made with local people 
so that disciples would make 
disciples and this community would 
be one that loves their neighbour 
and praises Jesus as their Saviour. 

•  That Christian people would feel 
prompted to come alongside to 
help us in this work.

Sarah Morris
South-east Wales STEP Officer



After hearing presentations about 
the Open the Book scheme from our 
local officer, Meleri Cray; I wondered 
whether as a congregation we could 
deliver what seemed such a good 
programme in a local school. After 
discussing what was needed with 
Meleri, and also receiving training from 
her; as well as assessing who we may 
have in the congregation to help, we 
decided it was something we could 
do; and hopefully do well. We are a 
congregation who uses the English 
language in our services. However, 
we found ourselves in the position 
of the great majority of the children 
in  the Sunday school attending the 
local Welsh language primary school. 
Therefore, we committed, despite 
having relatively few first language 
Welsh speakers in our midst, to 
delivering Open the Book once a 
month in Welsh. So far our smallish 

group of first language, second 
language and Welsh learners have 
stepped up to the plate. Alongside our 
delivery group, we are backed up by 
our Craft Group who meet to plan and 
create pops, costumes, scenery, etc for 
our sessions in the school. The sessions 
have been well received by staff and 
pupils alike; one girl commenting 
to her grandmother that “it was far 
from boring!” The preparation and 
the delivery for the sessions has also 
brought our group members together 
and many have been surprised how 
much they value and enjoy the whole 
experience. We pray that God would 
use our efforts to deliver these great 
stories from the Bible to bring blessing 
to the children and progress in the 
coming of His kingdom. 

The Revd. Jonathan Kirk
Haverfordwest

Open 
    the Book 



 “Wonderfully 
Made”, Mary 
Winter (Good Book 
Company)
ISBN: 9781910307182 
£12.74

If you have a Toddler 
Group meeting in your chapel, have 
you thought about how it would be 
possible to build bridges that would 
encourage the parents and carers 
who attend to learn more about the 
Christian faith? 

‘Wonderfully Made’ is a series which 
has been developed to meet this 
need. It consists of seven sessions to 
help and encourage new parents and 
carers as they adapt to life with young 
children, and presents the big themes 
of the Good News. 

Every parent knows that their children 
are wonderfully made, but caring 
for them brings many challenges – 
tiredness, loneliness, relationship 
stress, and much more. These 
sessions are aimed at meeting the 
needs of parents and carers in this 
stressful period - their questions and 
problems. In each session, practical 
advice is shared by a new parent, 
with sympathetic stories from young 
mothers. 

But every session also points to a 
greater reality – the God who made us, 
our children and is a parent Himself! 
The short talks by Mary Winters 
introduce the big ideas of who we are 

and why we are here from the early 
chapters of Genesis, and provokes 
discussion that will lead on to deeper 
thinking about God.

The sessions are presented on DVD, 
there is a leader’s guide (a free pdf 
download available from ‘The Good 
Book Company’ website) in addition to 
a workbook to accompany the series 
for parents and carers (£2.97).

“Messy Church 
does Science”, 
edited by David 
Gregory (BRF)
ISBN: 978-0857465795  
£9.99

‘Messy Church’ has experienced 
great growth during the past few 
years. It’s aim is to be a way of being 
church for families involving fun. It is 
not a craft club, but a Church to help 
people encounter Jesus as Lord and 
Saviour. Its aim is to be Christ-centred, 
based on creativity, hospitality and 
celebration, for all ages. It is part of the 
Bible Reading Fellowship (BRF) which 
believes in one God, who is Father, Son 
and Holy Spirit. Churches that have 
run ‘Messy Church’ have found it to 
be a good way of offering something 
new to people who have no regular 
connection with chapel, or people who 
have never attended.

‘Messy Church’ resources have 
developed alongside the success of 
the project. All of us have different 
interests, so ideas have grown to 

Resources 



include sport, and recently science. 
‘Messy church does science’ is a 
book of 100 ideas for fun science 
activities, from elephant tooth paste to 
tornadoes in bottles, graded for mess, 
danger and difficulty. The step-by-step 
instructions and lists of equipment 
and materials are accompanied by 
‘Big thinking’ (explaining the science 
behind the experiment) and ‘Big 
questions’ (exploring the link of the 
experiment to faith). 

The editor David Croxley says, ‘Science 
is fun, a gift from God that brings joy 
to life, helping us to appreciate his life 
and love all the more.’

For more information visit https://www.
messychurch.org.uk/ 

“42” Matt 
Summerfield & Pete 
Gilbert (Livelife123.
org)
£5.00 available from the 
Urban Saints website 
http://store.urbansaints.org/en-gb/
collections/all/products/42

“Jesus is inviting you to follow Him. 
To join Him on His future-changing 
mission, to put the wrong things right 
in this world and see God’s Kingdom 
come and will be done on this earth as 
it is in heaven.”

This is the invitation found on the back 
of this book. Inside you will encounter 
a challenge to live as an authentic 
disciple of Jesus. It has been designed 
to be read as a daily devotional 
series, exploring the key aspects of 
an effective Christian life. Fantastic 
for new believers and seasoned 
disciples alike, you can either follow 
it as a 42-day challenge (the first 42 
days of being a Christian, for example) 
or really dwell on it over a longer 
period. Covering everything from 
forgiveness to the end of the world, via 
generosity and sexuality, ‘42’ is ideal 
as an introduction to faith, a refresher 
course or something to spur you to live 
a genuinely different life.

It’s said that it takes 40 days to establish 
a new pattern. And this is the aim of 
the book ‘42’, to establish a pattern 
of reading the Bible and to grow as a 
disciple of Jesus. It’s effective for young 
people and adults alike. 

‘42’ is published by Lifelife123.org, a 
website set up by one of the authors, 
Matt Summerfield, to encourage 
discipleship. The app Lifelife123.
org is available free to download and 
offers many interactive resources to 
encourage a commitment to follow 
Jesus.

Nia W Williams, 
Education & Resource Officer



Coleg y Bala Diary
January
26-28 Aduniad Souled Out

February
2-4  Bro Aled Pastorate 
8-12 years old +
16-18 Youth Course for 
school years 7-11 +
23-25 Chwalfa Chwefror  
8-12 years old +

March
10 Live and Tell 15+ and 
for adults of all ages
5-23 The Easter Story for 
Primary Schools

April
14 Song Writing Workshop+

May
4-6 Miri Mai  8-12 years 
old +
11-13 Gower Pastorate

June
8-10  Miri Mehefin  8-12 
years old +
15-16 ‘Disglair’ for women  
of all ages
21 Summer Activities’ 
Prayer Day
23 Penllyn - Fun Day

July
30-3 Youth Course for 
school years 7-11 +

August
13–16 Anhrefn Awst  8-12 
years old +
18-23 Souled Out 15 years 
old and over

+ Welsh language Course

01678 520565 
colegybala@ebcpcw.org.uk  
colegybala.org    



DO YOU WANT TO KNOW MORE 
ABOUT STEP?

Contact:

STEP
Children & Youth Department

Coleg y Bala, Y Bala
Gwynedd, LL53 8NA

01678 520565

e-mail – gwyn@ebcpcw.org.uk
for the contact details of your local STEP worker.


