Youth and Children Service Newsletter
Autumn 2015

Welcome to F@ithful!
Welcome to the autumn edition of F@ithful where
you will find questions, spaces for prayer, apps,
gaps, freshers and favourite resources.

“Can Jesus prove himself to us?”

This summer’s high point: sitting on bean bags in the
foyer of Coleg y Bala on the Tuesday evening of ‘Anhrefn
Awst’ (Children’s course). A quiet place for the children
to bring any questions about God, or about the stories
they’d heard. And those questions just flowed ...
“Why did God choose to create Adam and
Eve?”
“Has God had to take His time to forgive
someone?”
“What do you look like?”
“How did you make the world?”
“Does God still love the people who spat on
him and were nasty to him?”
“Can Jesus prove himself to us?”
“How does God speak to us?”
“How is Jesus God’s son if he was born to
someone else?”
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Children

The words “’From the lips of
children and infants ...” (Mathew
21:16) come to mind, but if we look
at what Jesus continues to say, we
read “...you, Lord, have called forth
your praise’.” The amazed response
in the eyes and voice of one of the
boys to what Jesus had done on the
cross was special praise: “I could
never have done that!”

your faith – but it does help to know
your way around the Bible. Read
a children’s Bible! There are many
good ones available, and ‘The Jesus
Storybook Bible’ by Sally LloydJones is a very useful example which
points towards Jesus throughout
and speaks to many relevant issues.

You’ve most probably been asked
some interesting questions by
children, and been challenged to
think more about your own faith.
Children’s ministry is two way – we
receive just as much, if not more
from them, if we are open to what
the Lord is saying through them.

•

the “Narnia”series by C S Lewis
(Collins)

•

“The Case for Christ for Kids”
Lee Strobel (Zonderkidz)

•

Or visit the website rzim.eu
(RZIM Zacharias Trust) whose
aim is to respond to heart
searching questions about the
Christian faith, and to explain
the hope of the Gospel. They
also have a section for youth,
REBOOT, which could be
useful when you need help to
answer some of the children’s
questions!

So how about it? In Sunday School
or children’s club, and in your
services, give the children an
opportunity to respond with their
questions! You will need to look for
the answers in the Bible alongside
them! You don’t need a degree
in Theology to be ready with your
‘apologia’ – that is, making sense of

If you would like further reading:

Please pray
... for the opportunity
to answer children’s big
questions about God and
faith, and for wisdom and
guidance as you answer!
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Youth

“Can you see me?”
Moses Tutesigensi is Mission Enabler for the Mid Wales and Border
Presbytery. During the last year he has held prayer activities in one
of the high schools in mid Wales.
‘Can you see me?’ ‘Do you prefer
Catholics or Protestants?’ ‘How
come life is so hard?’ ‘Do you
know me?’ These are some of the
questions that are being asked by
students at a high school in Mid
Wales where we have so far had the
privilege of running two week-long
Prayer Spaces sessions.
Prayer Spaces is an initiative that can
be run in partnership with schools
and churches to help young people
explore issues to do with their
emotional and spiritual development
in a Christian and yet school
curricula sensitive way. You set up
a range of interactive activities and
then encourage young people to go
through it at their own pace, whilst
being on hand to give a Christian
perspective on whatever issue may
arise.
The questions above were asked
as part of an activity which invited
young people to imagine that God
has a social networking account and
onto this account they can pose
any question to God. As questions
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began to pile up we began to ask
the young people to imagine how
God might respond to some of the
questions. One of the volunteers
remarked that being involved in
the Prayer Spaces is not only an
opportunity to stand up for their
faith but also served to encourage
them as they could see that
there were some genuinely heart
searching questions that were being
posed.
Going forward, we are praying that
the doors continue to open and that
there would be follow up. So please
pray for us and all those involved
in the work – the school pupils and
staff, and the local churches of
Llanidloes. For more information
about prayer spaces simply visit the
website:
www.prayerspacesinschools.com
or about prayer spaces in the Mid
Wales area don’t hesitate to contact
me: mtutesigensi@yahoo.co.uk.

With every blessing,
Moses.
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Youth

“Y Ras” Christian App
“Y Ras” is a Welsh Christian App
sponsored by the Presbyterian
Church of Wales. It is the first of
its kind and we are excited to see
it in use by the people of Wales!
“ Y Ras” (The Race) is taken from
Hebrews 12, where the author
encourages Christians to “... run
with perseverance the race marked
out for us.” The hope is that this
App will help many to run this race.
It includes stories, blogs, articles,
devotionals, music and sermons.
If you are looking for an App to
encourage your young people to
read the Bible, why not introduce

them to the
“You Version”
App, which is
free, where
they can
download
the Bible
in many
different
versions.
There
are Bible
reading plans for young people on
many different topics, and a Bible
App for children available.

Please pray
... for the opportunities that come through ‘Prayer spaces’ in schools ... that ‘Y
Ras’ and ‘You Version’ apps will help young people to ‘run the race’ as disciples
for Jesus.

WEEKEND
OCTOBER 9-11, 2015

COLEG Y BALA
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Youth 15+

What next?!
Mared Williams from Llanrug has just begun a new chapter ....
“Leaving school and having to
decide what to do with your future
is a big challenge, especially when
you are eighteen years old and have
been in education all your life. As
Year 13 drew to an end, I still had
no idea what to do with the year
ahead. I looked at so many options
and prayed that God would lead me
to do the right thing. Towards the
end of July I was offered the perfect
opportunity, a year as ‘gapper’ at
Caersalem, the chapel I’ve been
attending for the past two years on
a Sunday, and Wednesday evening
for the youth club.
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So, from mid September I will have
the opportunity to be involved with
all kinds of activities in the chapel
such as helping with the youth club,
as needed with the Sunday School
in addition to helping the minister
and others to prepare for family
services and many other duties. I’m
really looking forward to starting
because not only am I going to be
strengthened in my faith, but I am
also going to be able to share the
Gospel with people of all ages in
Caernarfon and the surrounding
area.”
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Youth 15+

Fresher feelings
Are any of your young people or
members of your close or extended
family flying the nest and starting
University this autumn? Here are
a few ideas from a student about
what would help freshers during
their first term.
If you have an University in your
area, and students in your chapel:
•

Food! Invite them for a meal.
Students are always hungry, and
appreciate home comforts.

•

Make the students welcome
with a friendly chat. They may
be homesick and a friendly face
is a great help.

•

Sit with them in the
congregation, so that they
aren’t on the fringes.

•

Personally invite students to
chapel activities, not only to the
youth club or Sunday School,
but to Bible Studies, prayer

meetings
and any
other suitable
meetings.
If some of your young people have
left for University:
•

Send them a card to wish them
well, even if term has started.

•

Let the local Christian Union
know that they have started at
University.

•

Send a comfort parcel, e.g
sweets, cake, hot chocolate
sachets (use your imagination!),
to the student with information
about local chapels or churches.

To find contact details for UCCF
Christian Unions visit
www.uccf.org.uk/find-your-cu/

Please pray
... for Mared as she serves in Caernarfon
... that new students will settle at University.

Together
A day for young married
couples and those who
are engaged.

Saturday
12 December 2015

Meryl will also be arranging regional Souled Out Groups
during the autumn term.
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Resources

Youth and Children’s workers resource choice
Looking for ideas? This is where the workers are finding
inspiration at the moment.
Pinterest
“This is a fantastic resource for
finding different craft resources to
accompany stories or verses from
the Bible. If you have a specific
verse or story, just type it into the
“search” box and hundreds of
different resources and links to
different websites come up. It’s
also great for creating eye-catching
displays for the chapel and vestry.
It’s easy to use and great for
‘pinning’ ideas for future activities
and sessions.”
Llinos Morris
Youth and Children’s Worker Noddfa
Caernarfon

Instagram
“As someone who works with older
youth and young adults, Instagram
is a brilliant daily resource! Of
course this social media resource
depends entirely on who you
follow but by following a number
of different organisations, events,
churches and youth leaders, I find
many creative ideas which shape
the work. In addition to this, Bible
verses, and useful quotes which
are shared by leaders worldwide
always inspire me in my personal
relationship with the Lord and in my
leadership.”
Meryl Walters
Youth Officer(15+)
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‘Discovering Jesus’
Tim Hawkins (Good Book
Company) £3.14 each.
“A useful resource consisting of a
series of 5 studies which explain
the basic truths of the Christian
faith . It encourages discussion in
addition to learning from the Bible.
Questions such as ‘What kind of
people are we?’, ‘Who is Jesus?’,
‘Why did Jesus die?’ are dealt
with, finishing with a challenge to
consider a response to the fact that
Jesus died for us. There are books
to note answers and keep at the
end of each series.”
Andrew Settatree Youth worker for
EFE and Trobwynt

A leader’s guide ‘Growing Young
Disciples’ (ISBN 9781921137747)
accompanies the series.
‘Free Bible Images’
http://www.freebibleimages.org/
“An excellent website for good
quality images for Bible storytelling
in Sunday School, children and
youth clubs or in Sunday services.”
Gwyn Rhydderch Youth and Children’s
Service Director

‘Table Talk’
“’Table Talk’ is a handy little
resource which I use with parents
and young people by a company
called www.table-talk.org!”
Sian Edwards Manager Coleg y Bala

08/10/15 09:22

Refresh

... and refresh
“Blessed is the one who does not walk in step with the wicked or
stand in the way that sinners take or sit in the company of mockers,
but whose delight is in the law of the LORD, and who meditates on
his law day and night. That person is like a tree planted by streams of
water, which yields its fruit in season and whose leaf does not wither—
whatever they do prospers.” 

Psalms 1: 1 – 3

Good news! ... The Lord is sufficient for every part of our lives. His love, grace
and blessings are new for each day. He is sufficient to sustain us as we work
with our youth and children. He has a special purpose for each of them and
we have the privilege of being part of that purpose. He has a purpose for
each of us too. As we root ourselves deeper in Him each day, as we ‘meditate
on his law day and night’, we, also, will grow more like that tree depicted in
Psalm 1. What a wonderful truth to meditate on this autumn.

STEP Conference

“We can do it!”
Confident people power. Welcoming new ventures. Awesome worship.
WE can be involved! £19 – booking required.
Contact colegtrefeca@ebcpcw.org.uk
Trefeca
Saturday November 7th 10.00am – 3.30pm

Editor: Nia W Williams
Glasgoed, Yr Ala, Pwllheli, Gwynedd, LL53 5BL
niacolegybala@btinternet.com
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Autumn Newsletter 2015
God is faithfull!
It delights us greatly to
share with you about
God’s faithfulness to us
this summer. The verse
from Ephesians “Now
to him who is able
to do immeasurably
more than all we ask
or imagine, according
to his power that is at
work within us” sums up
the summer. God did so much
more than we expected. All our
courses were full and over 250 young people
and children were able to hear and have an
opportunity to respond to the gospel. Please
pray for those who responded and for those
whose hearts were challenged. We thank God
for His faithfulness to us. We are excited about
the term to come; we have youth courses,
a marriage course, a holiday Bible club and
numerous children’s courses . Please pray for
God’s presence and his guiding spirit. ”Unless
the Lord builds the house, the builders labour in
vain”, please pray that the Lord builds this house
for His glory.

“For the LORD is good; his love endures
forever and his faithfulness continues
through all generations.”

Psalm 100:5
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Coleg Diary
September

November

25-26 Llanw reunion

7 – CIC on tour (location

October

7 – Gyda’n Gilydd

(weekend for families)

2-4 Wrexham, Mold
and Dyffryn Clwyd
weekend (8-12 years old)
9-11 Youth Course
(11-18 years old)

26-28 October Club
(8-12 years old)

30-31 Rhedeg y Ras

(a weekend for young
Christians with their ‘friend in
the faith’)
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to be confirmed)

(a weekend for young
married couple or those who
are engaged)

13-15 Open Weekend
for Children
(8-12 years old)

21 CIC on tour (location to
be confirmed)

December
5 Hwyl yr Wyl
(7-11 years old)

08/10/15 09:22

It was wonderful to see a number from the Cwrs Ieuenctid and
Youth Course moving up to Souled Out this year, and seeing
God at work in their lives and the lives of others on the course.

It was good to welcome
old and new faces to the
Cwrs Ieuenctid (Youth
Course), and we had a
week full of silly games
and activities. The theme
of the week was #ynyty
(in the house) and how
our lives are transformed
when we invite Jesus in.
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Children came from
every part of Wales, from
Cardiff to Pen Llyn. It was
fantastic to see Anhrefn
Awst so full and a
number of young leaders
helping with the work.

08/10/15 09:22

We would appreciate your prayers for ...
That the children and

youth would return to
weekly clubs eager
to learn more
about Jesus and
that the seeds
that are planted
would bear fruit. As
a team we would continue
to give glory to God for his
faithfulness to us.
Please pray for our
new gap students
Guto and Carly
as they join the
team. Please
pray that they
would walk close with
the Lord and serve him
faithfully.

Please pray also for the
children and youth
who responded
to the Gospel.
Please pray for
their devotional
times, for their
relationship with
the Lord and that they
would be rooted into the
local church.
We would appreciate
your prayers for
the forthcoming
courses that we
would see God at
work and that the
children / young
people would come
to know the love and joy
of knowing Christ as their
personal saviour.

01678 520565
colegybala@ebcpcw.org.uk
colegybala.org
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