
Welcome to F@ithful! 

‘Little Chapel’  is a new and exciting venture at Noddfa. 

Noddfa Centre is a busy place, where every day is full of 
energy, life and noise!  The Nursery School, mother and 
toddler groups and Health Visitor groups use the centre 
on a daily basis. But what about reaching the young 
children and their parents with the gospel? So many 
young parents come and go, with no opportunity to meet 
them, to share and to attempt to create relationships. 
This was what had been on my mind for months!

Last November, I had the privilege of attending the 
CWM Europe conference in Birmingham. It was an 
opportunity to hear and learn about mission work across 
Europe, and about the work of Scripture Union and 
Kids Friendly from New Zealand. During the conference 
we had an opportunity to share ideas. One idea from 
the Netherlands was a Chapel on Sunday for parents 
and children only! The young Dutch pastor was full of 
excitement as he spoke about the activities, the singing, 
the praying, and the relationship with the parents. This 
was an excellent chance to ask questions and share 
ideas about what could happen at Noddfa Chapel. The 
excitement was contagious! 

‘Little Chapel’, Noddfa Caernarfon

Youth and Children Service Newsletter 
Autumn 2016
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In March a group of babies, 
toddlers and their parents came to 
enjoy themselves in the first session 
of ‘Little Chapel’  at Noddfa. How 
amazing! Some of the members 
of the chapel had come along 
and brought their friends to enjoy 
themselves. “Little Chapel” has 
since met several times with the aim 
of becoming a long term project.  

I grew up in this community and 
many of the young parents are 
familiar faces. I was brought up in 
Noddfa Chapel, and a few years 
ago used to attend the ‘Band of 
Hope’ and Sunday School with 
some of these parents. It was great 
to be able to welcome some of 

them to enjoy a 
fun-filled time, 
a Bible story, 
and songs and 
prayer with the 
young children.  

What could be 
better than a 
young parent 
visitng Noddfa 
“Little Chapel” 
for the first time in 
years, watching the children praying 
and saying, “oh, I’ve missed this!”. 

Llinos Mai Morris
Youth and children worker
Capel Noddfa Caernarfon

Please pray ...  

... for families in your 
community and for direction 
in creating or strengthening 
the relationship of your chapel 
with them.  

Children’s courses at CYB:

September 30 – October 2  
Wrexham, Mold and the Vale of 
Clwyd Children’s Weekend 
(8-12 years old)*

October 24 + 25    
October Club for (8-12 years old)* 

November 18 – 20  
Children’s weekend 
(8-12 years old)*

December 3   
Hwyl yr Ŵyl (7 – 11 years old)* 

 *Welsh course

Children
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“When was the last time you spoke to 
someone about your faith in God?”

Here’s a question to make most of us 
feel slightly uncomfortable! But what 
if it was one of your young people 
who asked you this question as you 
were in the middle of encouraging 
them to share their faith with their 
friends?  This was the experience 
of one youth worker writing in 
the ‘Youthwork’ magazine, an 
experience which made him reflect 
on how he could share his own faith 
effectively. 

How would you respond? In our 
chapel tradition we seem to find it 
difficult to speak about our faith, 
almost as if it is taboo, or something 
private and personal that’s not 
appropriate to talk about. But if we 
want our young people to continue 
on the path of a disciple of Jesus, 
we need to be able to convey more 
of our faith to them, not only in what 

we present from the Bible, but in 
the way that the Good News has 
touched us. 

What is the Gospel? We, therefore, 
need to take time to reflect on 
what is the Gospel. Krish Kandiah 
compares a Christian youth leader 
who does not understand the 
Good News to a taxi driver who 
can’t read a map! For an energetic 
and comprehensive 20 minutes on 
the Gospel watch Michael Green 
( 90 years old!) online: “A faithful 
gospel” http://www.eauk.org/
church/campaigns/confidence-in-
the-gospel/a-faithful-gospel/the-
apostolic-gospel.cfm  

Books: “Questions of Life” Nicky 
Gumbel, “What’s so amazing about 
grace”, Philip Yancey, “The case for 
Christ “ Lee Strobel 

Yo
ut

h
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Please pray: 
... for the young people in your chapel and community, and that you will 
have an opportunity to share the Good News with them. 

Youth

How do we share the Gospel with 
young people? 

We need to talk with them, not at 
them. Jesus responded to questions 
and also asked questions. Share 
the Good News as conversationally 
as possible so that you can 
pick up on what is understood, 
or misunderstood. Work hard 
to understand their lives, their 
language and world. We should 
follow Jesus’ example drawing 
from life experiences, films, hopes 
and issues important to the young 
people we are trying to reach. 

Useful resources
“Youthwork” magazine (Premier), 
“Youth Alpha”
“True Story” Pete Brown (Scripture 
Union)

Your interest in the young people 
you serve, and the effort that you 
make for them speaks volumes 
about your love of God. They may 

not be aware of it, nor show their 
appreciation at the time, but the 
seeds that you faithfully sow have a 
long term effect. Keep going!

Nia W Williams
Education and Resource Officer

Youth courses at 
Coleg y Bala
October 8  
CIC on tour - Welsh

October 28 – 30  
Welsh Youth Weekend (CIC) for years 7-11 

November 12 
Youth Weekend on tour for 
11 – 18 year olds 
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As a young Christian, living 
for God’s glory and speaking 
about Jesus is a daily 
challenge! Even though I try 
and take every opportunity 
to share about Jesus and 
the gospel, I often trip over 
my words and I just feel that 
I’m making a complete mess 
of the opportunity God has 
given me! But God is almighty and 
faithful and I know that he can use 
misshapen and untidy words and 
phrases for his own good purpose. 
Studying the Bible, praying and 
going to church regularly to be 
taught is a great help to me. I also 
attend a women’s weekly Bible-
study meeting, where I get to know 
other women who love Jesus, who 
desire to live for him and talk about 

him, which is also a source of great 
encouragement to keep going. 
I pray that there will be no ‘gaps 
between my walk and my talk’ and 
that the tell-tale signs of God’s 
grace in my life catches people’s 
attention, not to me, but to Jesus, 
so that God receives the praise.

Elen Jones
Abergeirw

Live and Tell

Michael Ots is 
passionate about 
sharing Jesus with 
others, as well 
as helping other 
Christians to be 
equipped and 
encouraged to 
live and tell the 
good news of the 
gospel from day 
to day with those 
around them. So 
Michael will provide 
encouragement, 
insightful Biblical 
teaching and lots 
of practical help 
on how we can 
effectively share our 
faith with others, so 
it looks set to be a 
great day!
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Youth 15+

Please pray ...  

... our young people as they 
try to live their lives in a way 
which reflects Jesus to their 
generation.

Coleg y Bala:

October 15  
Live and Tell (Youth 15+ adults 
of all ages) 

Resources 

‘Zeal without burnout’ 
Christopher Ash 
(Good Book Company) 
£7.99 ISBN-13: 978-1784980214

When you are busy in your 
work, as a parent, serving your 
chapel with the Sunday School 
or Youth ar Children’s Club, the 
last thing you want is to read a 
book about being busy! If you 
feel like this, then this short book 
by Christopher Ash is definitely 
for you. In it you will find wise 
words for anyone who is seriously 
involved with the life and work 
of the church, as volunteer or 
employed worker. Speaking from 
his own experience, and as one 
who has counselled others who 
have reached the end of their 
tether, the author gives guidance 
and foundations on which to 
base a way of working with zeal 
without reaching physical or 
spiritual burnout. Woven into the 
pastoral wisdom are accounts by 

different individuals who have 
served in different situations 
and experienced the effect of 
overwork in different ways.  This is 
an easy read and one to turn back 
to occasionally to remind yourself 
to set reasonable boundaries to 
ensure that you are able to keep 
serving with zeal and enthusiasm. 
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‘Messy Church’ 

Lucy Moore 
£8.99 ISBN: 9780857461452 

‘Starting your Messy 
Church’ 
Lucy Moore a Jane Leadbetter 
£4.99 ISBN: 9780857460509 
 
What is ‘Messy Church’? Perhaps 
you’ve heard the name over the 
past few years, but think it’s just 
about children and mess. There 
is a certain element of this, but 
the original idea is based around 
the people on the fringe of our 
churches who have some contact, 
but it’s a “messy” one. ‘Messy 
Church’ is a way of being church 
for families involving fun. It is 
found across the world. It’s values 
are about being Christ-centred, 
for all ages, based on creativity, 
hospitality and celebration. In 
these two books you will find an 
introduction to the philosophy 

behind the activities and a 
practical guide to start a ‘Messy 
Church’ with programmes for the 
sessions. For more information 
visit the website: 

http://www.messychurch.org.uk/  
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Editor: Nia W Williams
Glasgoed, Yr Ala, Pwllheli, Gwynedd, LL53 5BL
niacolegybala@btinternet.com

The idea of a yoke is strange to us 
in the western world today. The 
picture that comes to mind is of an 
antique tool in a museum which 
looks very uncomfortable for an 
animal, never mind a human. One 
or two in our chapel remember 
carrying water from a well with a 
yoke on their shoulders to carry 
two buckets. Hard work. But this 
isn’t what Jesus promises us. He 
calls us to work with Him, to bring 
Him our heavy loads. Do you feel 
that your service to the chapel 

is burdensome? Listen again to 
Jesus’ words. He says that we learn 
from Him when we come under 
His yoke. He promises rest. Do 
you feel that you are working your 
socks off and achieving very little? 
Jesus doesn’t come to place heavy 
burdens on us. Are we labouring 
under the wrong yoke carrying the 
wrong burdens? Come back to 
Jesus to rediscover how to rest in 
Him, spend time seeking Him in the 
Bible and in prayer. 

... reflectionReflection
Courses at Coleg y Bala
September 24 
‘Bible Alive Celebration’ for individuals of all ages, young people and children 

October 15  
‘Live and Tell’ for youth 15+ and adults of all ages.

“Come to me, all who labor and are heavy laden, and I will 

give you rest. Take my yoke upon you, and learn from me, 

for I am gentle and lowly in heart, and you will find rest for 

your souls. For my yoke is easy, and my burden is light.”

Matthew 11: 28 - 30
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Eglwysbach STEPS out 
The first priority is to ask ourselves a question and be 
totally honest. Are we satisfied with the situation in our 
churches in Wales today? The answer is obvious, i.e no, 
we are not satisfied in any shape or form. Nevertheless, 
all of us are dreaming and yearning for people to return 
to a vibrant relationship with Jesus. And, as a result, for 
his Church to grow and his Kingdom reach out to impact 
all aspects of life in the chapel and community. But how 
can we do this and what is the first step?

As church leaders we decided to inquire about the STEP 
plan, and following a discussion, Rev Gwyn Rhydderch 
was invited to come to meet us and explain all about 
STEP. This proved to be a most constructive meeting 
and following a further discussion, it was agreed that we 
would indeed join the scheme. The truth is that we can’t 
continue as we are, we must be bold and “step” out in a 
new direction. Gwyn came back to see us to get the ball 
rolling. We then set about finding out about the present 
situation of the chapel and the community.

It was an eye opener to find out how much activity is 
already taking place, so it’s not all bad news, and thanks 
be to God for that! What strikes us in particular is that 
nothing will happen to extend his kingdom without 

Newsletter
Autumn 2016

The Revd. Gerwyn Roberts
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prayer, because “our efforts will all be 
in vain without God’s blessing on our 
work”

Since our meeting, we have set up a 
women’s committee and the activities 
which have resulted from that have 
cheered our hearts and breathed new 
life into the chapel.

As we have discovered as a chapel, 
small steps are the way ahead, and 
we should never be afraid of failing. 
Failing is not always a negative 
since we can always learn from our 
experiences as Nehemiah did. It’s all 
too easy to become disheartened 
and listen to the negative voices but 
“Believe in God and do your work”.

Therefore let us continue to build 
until the work is finished. The 
history of Nehemiah proves a great 
encouragement for us today, and as 
he shouted from the top of the wall 
“I have important work on-going, 
therefore I cannot come down”. 
That in response to the treacherous 
invitation from the Samaritan to 
come down and give up on the work. 
Nehemiah resists the temptation 
to come down and as a result, the 
walls are built up and the city is 
safeguarded. “Let us set about the 
work” and “step” ahead in God’s 
might.

The Revd. Gerwyn Roberts

Eglwysbach Elders 

Have you visited our 
website?
www.camustep.cymru
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As I’m writing this there are 127 days 
until Christmas – it’s ages away, so 
no need to think about it for at least 
another 100 days! But, although we 
may not need to start our personal 
preparations for a long time yet, if we 
want our church to make the most of 
the fantastic opportunities for outreach 
over the Christmas Season, the earlier 
the better!

As we’ve visited churches this year and 
spoken to many people we’ve heard 
lots of great ideas from you. Some take 
quite a lot of energy and planning , 
like the church who put on Christmas 
lunch for members of the congregation 
and local community who were on 
their own. But others are much simpler, 
like setting up a table in town to wrap 
presents for shoppers and raise money 
for charity, give out mince pies to local 
shop and business workers, hold a 
‘pram service’ for the Toddler group.
Lots of you are now members of 
Open the Book teams and some 
of you have arranged Star in the 
Stable at your local school/village/
town Christmas Fayre. This fun activity 
invites people of all ages to dress 
up as a character from the Nativity 
story, pose with a manger and baby 
Jesus and be photographed on their 
own mobile phone, giving them a 
permanent reminder of the Christmas 

story. https://scriptureunioncymru.
com/2015/10/08/a-pop-up-mission-
activity-for-christmas/

An excellent website to check out 
is http://www.evangelismideas.org/
search.aspx?f=Christmas
website has an entire section devoted 
to ideas for the Christmas Season. 
You’ll find ideas for individuals, 
churches, youth/children’s groups and 
Sunday Schools. 

Scripture Union have an amazing 
resource called Christmas Wrapped, 
a book which again is full of ideas for 
lots of situations. They also have a 
primary schools presentation with the 
same name, and lots of churches use 
this and invite their local school Year 2 
class to visit the church for a morning/
afternoon of 
activities. They 
also produce 
a Christmas 
comic – in Welsh 
and English – 
that is suitable 
for giving 
out to school 
children, and a simple tract Star in the 
Stable. These can be ordered on the 
Scripture Union website - http://www.
scriptureunion.org.uk/9145.id#.V8VPuI-
cGUk

Ideas for 
Christmas 
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The Bible Society 
also produce a short, 
attractive booklet 
for primary school 
children. They also 
produce a booklet 
for youth or those 
new to church 
entitled Might 
There Be More to 
Christmas? The 
booklet:

•  Includes a short introduction 
focusing on the Christmas story.

•  Includes the Gospel of Luke in an 
easy-to-read, dynamic translation, 
ideal for youth and those new to 
church.

•  Would be useful for outreach as 
well as within churches for those 
with questions about Christianity 
and faith.

https://www.biblesociety.org.uk/
products/9780564043873/

The STEP file contains stories from 
different churches who have tried 
many of these Christmas ideas, why 
not have a read and be inspired to 
try something new this year to share 
the Good News of Jesus birth in your 
community? Please contact me for 
more information about the file.

Sarah Morris
STEP officer, south-east 
Wales

Partnering 
Rebuilding the walls calls for 
TEAMWORK

We would all acknowledge that some 
jobs are impossible to fulfill on your 
own, and actually, if you think about it 
most jobs require teamwork. The GP 
we visit when we are ill, for instance, 
has been trained by other qualified 
doctors, he needs the administrative 

team to facilitate his appointments, 
and depends on the pharmacist for the 
right medicine to treat us successfully.

The New Testament teaching is that 
individual Christians are part of a 
team from the moment they believe 
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and decide to follow Christ. This 
‘team’ is called the church, the Body 
of Christ, the flock of God, God’s 
building/house amongst many other 
descriptions. 

Remembering this is essential when 
we face the reality of our situation as 
Gospel churches in Wales today. We 
are God’s people, and we are part of 
His team – so whatever we seek to 
do to share the Good News in our 
communities is done in this context. 

Study 4 in the Nehemiah series looks 
at this subject of God’s people working 
as a team, based on Chapters 3 and 
11.  Many people find reading lists of 
names in Bible passages too tedious, 
but they are there for a reason, 
and one reason is to show us that 
Nehemiah didn’t rebuild the walls 
of Jerusalem on his own –he had 42 
teams working on 7 different sections, 
which included people of every part of 
society, rich, poor, ordinary, important. 
People used their different skills, or just 
gave their labour, and every one had a 
vital role to play.

This is exactly what the apostle Paul 
emphasised to the church in Corinth 
when he used the body allegory  
to describe how we are all inter-
dependent, all important, all with 
a vital role to play in the church.  In 
years gone by in Wales the minister 
has been expected to do everything 
himself – preaching, teaching, visiting, 
children’s work, Women’s Guild, 
Fellowship meetings – but this isn’t 
the picture Paul paints of the church. 
Today of course, many of our churches 
don’t have a minister or have to 
share their minister with several other 

churches so it’s more important that 
we can acknowledge the gifts we, 
and others have, and that we use 
them!  It is encouraging to hear how 
congregations are working with other 
churches on projects like the Foodbank 
and Open the Book and that  this 
proves to be a source of blessing and 
effective witness.

How would you describe the ‘team’ in 
your church? What skills/gifts do you 
have? Could you work together better? 
How much partnership is taking place 
between churches in your area for the 
sake of the Gospel?

The Nehemiah study series is  a very 
useful tool to help churches face 
difficult questions about our present 
situation and possible ways forward 
using God’s Word as our guide and 
inspiration. Why not get a copy  
from Gwyn, Meleri or Sarah for your 
church to use – and remember we are 
available to lead the studies too.

Sarah Morris
STEP officer, south-east Wales
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Recently, I had an opportunity to 
undertake some research work to 
establish what effect the Open the 
Book scheme is having beyond the 
schools themselves. As part of the 
research, focus group interviews 
were held with a range of school 
pupils and school staff, along with an 
interview with a SACRE representative 
(Consultative Council on Religious 
Education) which has a strong 
influence on the Religious Education 
curriculum in the schools of Wales, 
and interviews with Church of Wales 
workers who engage with the Open 
The Book scheme regularly. In addition, 
questionnaires were sent to each OTB 
team in Britain and the Channel Islands 
(over 2,000 in number), with responses 
received from 652 of these.

The results of the research were 
very interesting. One clear and 
consistent theme was the high level 
of praise for this scheme. According 
to one Headteacher “there are only 
advantages involved with Open the 
Book”!

Having spent time questioning groups 
of children, they felt that Open the 
Book made the children more able to 
understand the stories of the Bible, as 
they could see these stories coming 
alive in front of them, creating vivid 

pictures in their minds. They also 
felt that Open the Book helped the 
children with their own particular 
situations, and encouraged them to 
think more about others as well. It was 
also reported that they were more 
aware of the effect of the behaviour 
of others and helped them appreciate 
the importance of forgiveness. One 
pupil said that he did not believe the 
Bible stories or God before Open 
the Book, but that he now believed. 
It was also seen that Open the Book 
was able to reach the pupils’ families 
as well, as one pupil explained that he 
had returned home and repeated that 
week’s particular story to his little sister, 
making use of the Bible to do so.

Examples were provided by members 
of the Open the Book teams and 
workers of the Church of Wales 

The effects of the 
Open the Book 
scheme 
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concerning activities that had 
emanated from being part of the Open 
the Book team in various areas:

•  Two members of the Open the 
Book team visiting a school 
to help the children with their 
reading and writing.

•  A Sunday school established in 
one school on a fortnightly basis 
developing the Open the Book 
stories further.

•  One school made use of the 
Open the Book stories to enrich 
school lessons, e.g the tale 
of Adam and Eve was used 
during circle time to explain the 
difference between good and evil 
and to ask God to help them do 
what is good.

•  A lunchtime club opened in one 
school, making use of worksheets 

as a follow-up to the Open the 
Book story that week.

•  A service started once a month in 
an old bakery in the village as the 
Church building itself was too far 
from the village to be accessible 
to the children. It was said that a 
number of children had attended 
this service, having never been in 
the Church itself.

•  One group are to start an after-
school club within the school 
building to hold specific activities 
linked to the Open the Book 
session that week. 

•  The staff members interviewed 
said that Open the Book 
appealed to children of all ages 
within the school. The visible 
and interactive format used 
helps the pupils to remember 
the stories better, and gains their 
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attention and interest from the 
start. Children develop self-
confidence and improve their 
communication skills. Staff also 
believe that the quiet reflection 
time which is part of Open the 
Book’s structure allows the pupils 
to think about their own activities 
and how elements of the Bible 
stories relate to their lives. They 
are able to identify with some 
Biblical stories and  link them with 
situations that are taking place 
in our world today, and they are 
encouraged to think of other 
people’s needs. 

In response to the team questionnaires 
(652), the following was expressed:

•  29.57% believed that the general 
Christian content in school 
services had increased since the 
start of Open the Book.

•  12.91% said that attendance had 
increased within Sunday schools, 
Christian clubs and other church 
related activities.

•  30.9% said that new Christian 
activities had started as a result of 
Open the Book, especially Messy 
Church (27%) and family services 
(30.9%)

•  88.4% believed that Open the 
Book had strengthened the 
partnership between the school 
and the local church.  

•  44.99% said the school had 
increased its activity within the 
local church since starting Open 
the Book.

According to Church of Wales workers, 
Open the Book has given them an 
opportunity to develop a relationship 
with the school and the teachers. The 
school have trust in the team members 
and as a result, they are more willing 
to accept invitations to other activities-
e.g Stable Path/Christmas held at the 
local church where groups of children 
from the school came along. Other 
examples were provided of staff 
members of one school inviting Open 
the Book team members to create 
Advent materials with the children.

In essence, Open The Book is a 
simple scheme to raise awareness 
of the main Bible stories amongst 
primary pupils. It has a specific 
structure which has to be adhered to 
lest the session goes beyond what is 
acceptable within school boundaries. 
It is a means for church members to 
foster a relationship with the pupils, 
so that both sides get to know each 
other better. It is a small step towards 
becoming a large family and a happy 
and caring community.

Meleri Cray 
STEP Officer, south-west Wales
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Ysgol Llangynnwr 
At last, the hope of establishing a team 
of people to present the “Open the 
Book” scheme at Ysgol Llangynnwr has 
been realized.

The Headteacher provided us with an 
opportunity to present two stories at 
the end of the summer term, not only 
so that the pupils might have a taste of 
things to come but also for the team to 
gain presentation experience.  By the 
second time, the team felt much more 
confident and were encouraged by the 
enthusiasm shown by the pupils who 
took part.

It’s been an absolute pleasure to work 
alongside people from other churches 
In Carmarthen. Although we all live 

close to the school, six churches are 
represented by the nine members of 
the team. We knew of each other and 
following a meeting with Meleri Cray 
we decided to set about the task.

Our intention is to present the 
Storyteller’s Bible every fortnight, 
starting the third week of September. 
This is an excellent resource, and a 
means for pupils who are unlikely to 
know about the stories of the Bible, 
to see them come alive from week to 
week. In addition to this, the children 
get to know the members of the team 
as church members, and that is worth 
more than words can say.

Helen Gibbon, Capel Babel, 
Carmarthen

Open 
   the Book 
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Ammanford
Members of Zenana (Mission 
Organisation of Baptist Women) had a 
memorable experience recently when 
your Meleri Cray (and a Methodist at 
that!) came along to open our eyes 
and spark our imagination! That was a 
most interesting and hopeful hour. As a 
result of the talk, a group of volunteers 
have come together in Ammanford 
with the intention of visiting a local 
school regularly to introduce Open the 
Book to the pupils. We will co-operate 
with other church members in the area, 
which includes PCW’s Bethani and 
Capel Newydd, Betws. As there is now 
no Sunday schools in many places, 
this is a way for children to hear stories 
from the Bible, and it is very important 
that we spread the good news in 
the secular world. We pray for God’s 
blessing on this scheme and similar 
schemes wherever they are.

Einir Jones, Ammanford

Bwlchygwynt
We have formed a team of volunteers 
here in the Tregaron area to present 
“Open the Book” services at Ysgol 
Henry Richard. The primary campus 
head already knew of this scheme 
since a friend of her mother was a 
member of the “Open the Book” 
team in north wales and this was very 
helpful when the idea of introducing 
“Open the Book” was presented to 
her. We are very thankful to Mrs Meleri 
Cray for the training we received and 
the intention is to start the service in 

September. The stories have been 
carefully scripted and I believe it to 
be an excellent way of presenting the 
Bible in primary schools.

The Revd. Carwyn Arthur, Tregaron

North Gower 

Open the Book clearly fired the 
imagination of people in the 
Presbyterian churches of north Gower 
as nineteen people signed up to 
participate in the programme following 
a well attended initial meeting at the 
start of the year. Our team comprises 
some who make costumes and props 
and others who comprise four teams 
to go into school each Wednesday 
for thirty minutes. With ten minutes 
to get ourselves ready, we spend 
about fifteen minutes dramatising and 
reading the story.

Everything others say about Open 
the Book is true! It worked for us in 
ways others have told us it did for 
them. The children recognise us in 
the community, and the teachers have 
greeted us warmly as the weeks have 
passed.
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Our team is made up of folk aged 90 
to 60 - most people under that age 
are working in school time! Some have 
discovered talents they never realised 
they had, and the stories we’ve told in 
school have often had an application in 
our church life and its teaching.

Our school caretaker even turned a 
Pirate ship from the Christmas School 
play into Noah’s ark!

Possibly the first step was the hardest, 
but once we got going we were 
delighted to discover we could do 
it, reassured by the response of the 
children who watched and listened.

The Revd. Iain Hodgins, Penclawdd

Pontyberem a Bancffosfelen
I’m so glad that the churches of 
Pontyberem/Bancffosfelen have agreed 
to form an Open the Book group. We 
are having fun (yes, fun!!) in preparing 
to launch this project next term, and 
we are much closer as denominations 
already. Rather than complaining “the 
children don’t come along”, planning 
to act positively in taking the stories of 
the Bible to the school has raised all 
our spirits.

The Revd. Catrin Roberts, Pontyberem

Newcastle Emlyn
Every Monday morning, since January 
201, I go along to hold a service in our 
local school with a group of members 
from the Anglican Churches in the 
Newcastle Emlyn area. We follow the 
Open the Book scheme, and so far the 

pupil have been watching, listening, 
co-acting and praying with us on the 
twelve stories. They are really enjoying 
the project! The response both from 
pupils and staff has been excellent. 
We present in Welsh and English on 
alternate weeks and following the 
service we meet for a cuppa in order 
to arrange the next service and create/
collect any new materials.

It’s such a pleasure to see the childrens’ 
responses and one member of staff has 
said she finds peace and inspiration to 
face the day as a result of our services.

We only have ten members at Bethel 
PCW at Newcastle Emlyn- each one 
on his or her pension! But being 
able to co-operate with the church 
on this scheme has created a new 
fellowship amongst us, and bring two 
congregations closer together.

Why don’t you give it a go- you will 
discover the pleasure of seeing the 
response of children, who no longer 
attend Sunday school, to the Book.

Mari Wyn, Bethel, Newcastle Emlyn
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DO YOU WANT TO KNOW MORE 
ABOUT STEP?

Contact:

STEP
Children & Youth Department

Coleg y Bala, Y Bala
Gwynedd, LL53 8NA

01678 520565

e-mail – camu.step@ebcpcw.org.uk
for the contact details of your local STEP worker.
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