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Choice!

Congratulations, you've
made the right choice by
reading the Mission

Bulletin! 

Yes, we have a choice. Choosing
what to have for breakfast, what
to wear, where to do our
shopping, what biscuits to buy -
the list is endless. But sometimes
we need to choose between right
and wrong, when to give or refuse
to give, who to help or do we turn
our backs? Is it easy to find an
excuse sometimes or are we too
busy to lend a hand? Only we can
decide which one is the right
choice. This is the challenge we
face as we demonstrate our love
for others. At the Women’s Sub-
Committee Retreat the verse for
our theme this year became real

for many of us. Read the Retreat
report on page 3 - 5.

Many of you have chosen to get
together to show your love for
others by knitting, sewing,
socializing and even traveled many
miles to put a smile on the faces
of little girls. Two have given up
their time to distribute your small
dresses and teddies (p. 14 & 15).

On pages 8 & 9 you will find
details about the Women’s sub-
committee projects. There are
four projects, each one suitable
for you as an individual, women at
your Church or why not invite a
small group to your home for
coffee and a chat. Which one will
you choose?

Eirian 

A word from
the office
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THE THE WWOMEN’SOMEN’S
SUB-COMMITTEE RETREASUB-COMMITTEE RETREATT
The annual retreat, on Thursday March 23rd, was held at Park Lodge Hotel,

Aberystwyth, with Presbytery Representatives and Officers of the four Mission
Rallies attending, together with the Team of Mission Officers, Rev Nan Powell
Davies, Eirian Roberts, Sarah Morris and Carys Davies. A warm welcome was
extended to all by the Committee President, Mrs. Nerys Biddulph, who led our
opening devotions with a reading from Romans 5, followed by Eleri Davies who,
by referring to our Logo, encouraged all to follow the laws of life and use our
talents as Christians. A short time was then spent discussing the Women’s work
with an input by all four members of the ‘Team’. Our best wishes were sent to
Ruth Wynn, President of the North Wales Rally (English) for her continued
recovery.

The Retreat leaders, Rev. Jonathan Hodgins and his wife Caroline, from
Mancot were then introduced and warmly welcomed. Jonathan led the morning
session, introducing the theme ‘Dear children, let us not love with words or
speech but with actions and in truth.’ 1 John 3:18. He compared Jesus with

Rev Jonathan and Caroline Hodgins leading the Retreat



the Good Samaritan in that he came to save us. He also referred to Adam, Cain
and Abel and the continuous conflict that exists between the righteous and the
non-righteous. As evidence of our faith in loving one another we must confess
our sins, do what is right, obey God and live in the light (1 John 2).

Margaret Jones closed the morning session with prayer.
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Sisters enjoying their lunch at Park Hall, Aberystwyth

A group discussing how we would try to resolve problems by offering practical help

 



In the afternoon Caroline took the lead with Jonathan busily recording our
input on a flipchart. We discussed how ‘Love in Action’ is experienced within
churches and how people outside the church observe this. Several people shared
their experience of receiving practical help and support when in dire need and
also witnessing help given to others, by their Christian friends. Most of us had an
input when it came to excuses for not showing love in action, such as being too
busy, feeling inadequate, others being more capable of helping than us, and being
physically incapable in some cases. All resolved to do better and not use excuses
as reasons, remembering the power of prayer at all times.

Following this we discussed, in groups, how we would try to resolve problems,
experienced in different case studies, drawn from real life, by offering practical
help. This encouraged much ensuing discussion by all. Jonathan and Caroline
were warmly thanked for leading the retreat in such a lively and thought-
provoking way.

Bethan Richards closed the retreat with prayer before we all departed, feeling
uplifted and, hopefully, determined to do better.

Eirys Buckland-Evers
Ewloe Green

A display of the Women’s Sub-committee resources
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ASSOCIATION IN THE EAST
(SOUTH)

TABERNACLE, PENCLAWDD
May 10th 
2 o’clock
Speaker:

Mr. & Mrs. Clyde and Janice Briggs
from ‘Open Doors’

ASSOCIATION IN THE EAST
(NORTH)

‘A CELEBRATION OF MISSION’
Caersws

May 3rd, 2 o’clock
Speakers:

Rev Charles and Mrs Molly Chua,
Swansea

and Rev. William Heng and
Mrs Ai Kheng, Singapore

2017 MISSION RALLIES

Tabernacle, Penclawdd

NANT HALL, PRESTATYN
May 11th 
2 o’clock
Speaker:

Elin Bryn Williams
UCCF Bangor

MANCOTT
May 17th
2 o’clock

Speakers:
Kirsty, Grace, Helen and Sara,

BMS Deli Team and 
Rev Jonathan Hodgins
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KNITTING GROUPS

Women from Tabernacle Chapel, Ruthin have been busy knitting
Dementia Twiddle muffs over the past few months. They have
contributed over fifty to care homes in Ruthin, Denbigh, Corwen and
Wrexham.

–  Anwen Jones
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Since hearing about the pattern to knit a Twiddle Mitt at the Retreat last
September, a group of us came together at Horeb Chapel Vestry, Dyffryn
Ardudwy during the winter to begin the work. We received so much joy we
decided to knit lap blankets for the elderly and caps for small babies. We
have distributed a large number to the local elderly homes but we have
many left. Does the Women’s Department collect them and distribute
them in the name of PCW? 

Many thanks for introducing the idea to us – it has given us many hours
of pleasure and an opportunity to socialize weekly demonstrating our love
for others.

Enid Owen

The left over items from the Dyffryn Ardudwy group will be sent to
Ystrad Mynach Christian Centre. Tamsin Graves, a Community Worker at
the centre is eager to help people suffering with Dementia.

 



OVERSEAS PROJECTS 
You may recall money was sent to Overseas Projects last year, money

from the 2016 Women’s Mission collection (details in issue 73). The
projects were grateful for the donations and sent thank you letters.
Here are extracts from the letters

CORNERSTONE UGANDA  - Many thanks for the cheque that you
kindly sent to Cornerstone Uganda. The money will be a huge blessing to
the Charity and we will keep you updated on how God is leading us to use
this gift. [An update came in February, here is one paragraph taken from the
report]  Shimon lost his parents at a young age and was brought up by his
grandparents. Over recent years their
health has deteriorated drastically and
they are no longer able to support him
financially. Shimon has been doing
jobs and even washing student’s clothes
as a way of trying to raise fees for his
last two terms at University. Crane
approached us and asked if we could
provide financial assistance as he was
struggling and in a bad way physically.
Again God had a plan and the money
was there ready for us to provide the
necessary support. Shimon has just
started his final term and we ask for
prayer as his exams will start shortly.
Cornerstone was able to help Shimon
also to return home over the

A THANK YOU LETTER …
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Shimon



Christmas holidays and take some welcome relief and provisions to his ailing
grandparents. This in itself was a huge blessing as Shimon had not been able
to return home as he simply didn’t have the money to facilitate the trip.
Shimon is totally overwhelmed by the support he has been given and the
kindness shown to him in his time of desperate need.

REACHING ROMANIA – on behalf of all our Trustees we extend our
grateful thanks for your lovely letter and your very generous donation from
the Women’s Sub-committee for our Charity funds. We will ensure that the
donation will be put to good use around our many projects in Romania. We
are very busy at this time organizing a huge consignment of Christmas shoe
box gifts and many more much needed items for our projects. Wayne and I
will be in Romania for 3 weeks in December organizing Christmas
programmes, working on the front line and personally distributing all the gifts.
We are passionate about the Lord’s work in Romania and it’s such a blessing
for us to be use as His humble servants. We had the privilege of serving as
missionaries for 2 and half years but returned home in 2007 to care for our
elderly parents. However we still visit the Projects whenever we can at our
own expense. Your generosity will make a real difference to the lives of
many people in need in Romania.

BASIC HEALTH CARE TEAM, TEBELLONG HOSPITAL –
HIV/TB - Thank you very much for your kind donation. Your lovely
comments are a huge support to us who have devoted ourselves to the work
with our brothers and sisters in Basotho.

We intend to transfer the money to the Basotho team through the Hospital
as we usually do. This is the team that go on horseback over the mountains,
work with remote communities and try to free the Basotho generation from
this disease. Our hope is that a new generation will be free of HIV and TB.
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Dress a Girl Around
the World (UK)
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Two people from North Wales have kindly agreed
to distribute your dresses and teddy bears and give
girls in Gambia and Basotho a little smile.

My name is Amie Dop officially known as Mam Gaye Dop.

I am originally from The Gambia and now a British citizen. I am married to Peter
Dop, he is a Rotarian and past president of Prestatyn Rotary club. We have a
daughter, two grandchildren, son in-law and elder sister and other members of
family in The Gambia.
I am very privileged and honoured to be chosen to be your Ambassador of Dress
A Girl around the World for Gambia. I have already spoken to a freighter about
your gifts from ‘Dress A Girl around the World’ that I will be sending with him.
When the gifts arrive in The Gambia I will be there to receive them. If they reach
before us my daughter Amie junior will receive them and keep everything at the
house till we arrive.

The distribution of the dresses will be by Fajara Rotary club which is in
partnership on school project with Rotary club of Prestatyn. When we're there the
Rotary club with Pete and myself will attend the distribution of the clothes to
those children who really needs them.
I will be taking photos and maybe some videos of the distribution of the dresses
so that you can see how your support and generosity helps those children.

In friendship,
Amie xxx

Mrs Mam Gaye Dop
Prestatyn

Recently the Women’s Sub-Committee made a donation of £3,000 to the Basic
Health Care Team, Tebellong Hospital towards work training and HIV/TB cases
(details in Mission Bulletin no. 73). The request was received by Dr Graham
Thomas who is a GP at Corwen. Well, Graham has travelled to Lesotho once
more, mainly to see how the work is progressing and if there is any change in the
family’s circumstances since his last visit. We have taken advantage of this
opportunity and sent a few dresses and little teddy bears with Graham, as he will
be visiting a deprived area and the clothes will be gladly received. Graham also
took some old glasses and a small ultrasound machine with him too.



We thank Amie and Graham for giving their time to help others. We look forward
to hear the story and to see how your kindness has made a difference.

Basotho Orphaned children receiving dresses thankfully
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One little girl wearing a dress and another holding a colourful teddy
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