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What Cytiin does in the service of
Wales’ churchesand denominations
became clear during the hours
following the recent Manchester
terrorist attack. Over a matter of a
few short hours Cytlin was able to take
a lead in arranging an inclusive vigil for

Effective for

people of different faiths and of none
on the Senedd steps. Hundreds came to
show their respects, pray and support a
city torn apart by a terrible act. Cytin has
played its part in arranging such events
far too often during the past few years...
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... The vigil took place on the same
day as the National Assembly grieved
the passing of Rhodri Morgan. As First
Minister, following the terrorist attack of
'9:11', he had encouraged the setting
up of what now has become the Welsh
Government's Faith Communities Forum.
He did so as a humanist. Faith leaders
moved on from exchanging phone
numbers to becoming close friends
enabling better social cohesion and the
organising of high profile national events
and acts of worship in a far more inclusive
manner.

Rhodri Morgan's funeral
commemorations broke new ground.
Effectively, devolved Wales' first state
funeral was held in a state building
respecting his convictions as a humanist.
Having engaged so much with the former
First Minister, Cytdin was pleased to offer
his family support and to be alongside
those who arranged the ceremonies.
Aled Edwards was asked to speak at
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the Senedd ceremony bringing to mind
how faith communities had worked
with Rhodri Morgan concerming many
significant social and faith issues.

Revd. Aled Edwards' tribute at Rhodri Morgan's

funeral commemorations
Through the work of Gethin Rhys, Cyt(in
provides the churches with high quality
briefing papers. Churches have been
able to respond effectively to an array
of Westminster and National Assembly
consultations. Responding to Brexit has
been high on the agenda for the member
denominations. Cytin was effective in
offering improvements to the Wales Act
2017.

An array of third sector organisation took
up a Cytln initiated aspiration to see
Wales becoming the world's first formally
recognised nation of sanctuary. The
process is now well advanced in terms
of agreeing the meaningful thresholds
required concerning how we care for
asylum seekers and refugees in Wales.
Back in 2015, Cytlin successfully pressed
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through the Faith Communities Forum
for the Welsh Government to agree in
principle to Wales becoming a nation of
sanctuary.

Cytiin works with public bodies such as
the Welsh Government and the Police
Federation in crafting national acts of
worship. We have worked with the Urdd
(Welsh League of Youth) in profiling
their goodwill message to the world. A
major project will be the service on the
31st of October, 2017 in Saint David's
Cathedral, Cardiff to mark the passing of
500 since the Lutheran Reformation. The
co-operation of Cytlin's German speaking
congregation and the Archdiocese of
Cardiff has been crucial.

Thanks to the work of Sasha Perriam,
Cytin will once again hold the highly
successful Welcome to Wales training
course for ministers new to Wales. The
course offersan up to date view of modern
Wales' faith and political landscape.

*** SAVE THE DATE ***

Reformation 500:

Wales' National Service
11.00 Tuesday Morning

31 October, 2017

Metropolitan Cathedral Church

of St. David, Cardiff

+ Lecture to follow during the afternoon.
More information on cytun.cymru

.............................................

Sally Thomas, seconded to Cytlin by the
United Reformed Church, has led efforts
to renew local ecumenism. This year,
Cytlin contacted over 70 local groups
seeking to map out what their needs
were and what sort of support could
be offered. Ultimately, how advanced
local ecumenism develops depends on
the aspirations of the churches for local
partnerships.

Delegates from the European churches with
the Urdd Goodwill Message

Cytln's distinctive work has attracted the
attention of European partners. In early
June it was a delight to receive over 20
delegates from all over Europe to reflect
on Cytlin's work. It's very much hoped
they were blessed and encouraged by
their visit to Wales.

Welcome to Wales

Please note the closing date for the
Welcome to Wales Ministry Course is
early September 2017.

A registration form can be located

on www.cytun.cymru

on the front page of our website.
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Cytin is a growing and evangelistic
organisation. Recently, Cytlin received
the black led Pentecost Church UK into
membership.

This is our witnessing season beginning
with the Urdd Eisteddfod, working
through the Royal Welsh Show and the
National Eisteddfod. This work is led
by Ynyr Roberts developing strong
partnerships with Christian agencies such
as the Scripture Union and the Welsh
Sunday School Council. One of the major
successes of the Urdd Eisteddfod work W’
this year was the launch of the Welsh  |5unching the Arwyr Ancora App
language version of the Guardians of  during the week of activities at
Ancora adventure of the Bible app ... Eisteddfod yr Urdd 2017.

... Arwyr Ancora, Scripture Unions
new Bible engagement game '
app was launched at the Urdd
Eisteddfod. It can be downloaded
for free for Kindle, Android or
i0S. The app is very easy to navigate
and get started on and includes
loads of extras such as Bible stories (i
to watch and listen to - daily bible
readings, quizzes, reflections and
ways to interact with the message
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on top of a high quality immersive Bible
world game!

It is great for parents, sunday schools
and churches too as they can register
their users and follow what they are
doing and learning on the app. The idea
behind this is to encourage parents to
talk to their children about what they
are learning.

"Live the incredible
adventures of the Bible”

Q Run. jump and explore

Enter the wonderful world of Ancora
and play your way through exciting
Bible Quests. With a new Quest each
month, the stories of the Bible are really
brought to life in new and exciting ways.

_,@ Play exciting quizzes

Test your knowledge by taking quizzes
on the Bible Quests you've completed
- how much can you remember about
the stories? Why not try the personality
quizzes, too, and find out which
Guardians of Ancora character you're
most like.
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Listen to the Bible stories @

Enter the 'Story of the saga’ library to
find out even more about the lost stories
of the saga - The Bible stories the Quests
are based on. Listen as chief storyteller,
Fabula, reads the exciting stories aloud.

Watch the videos O

Visit the Theatre of the Saga and watch
videos related to each Bible story. New
videos are being added every week!
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Election 2017

Following the announcement of
an unexpected General Election in
June 2017, Cytlin set about creating
bilingual resources to help churches
to pray and consider the key election
issues. You can still read these at www.
cytun.cymru/election2017. Eight local
groups arranged public Q&A sessions
with their candidates, and there was
lively discussion at each event. Some
local groups are also arranging to meet
the successful candidate to continue
discussion after the election.

The Church in Wales, in partnership
with the Wales Centre for International
Affairs and Cyt(in, arranged a debate on
international issues at St Mary's Church,
Swansea, prior to the election, chaired
by the Bishop of Swansea & Brecon,
Rt Revd John Davies. There was a high
quality debate between representatives
of the six main parties on matters such
as international aid, nuclear weapons,
asylum and immigration and climate
change.
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Leaving the European Union
——

At the request of our member churches,
Cytln convenes a Wales and Europe
Working Party to monitor from the
perspective of our Christian values the
process of leaving the European Union.
The Working Party held a meeting with
the First Minister of Wales, Carwyn Jones,
together with the General Secretaries
of the ecumenical bodies of the other
nations of Europe. We have also met
with Assembly Members of all parties,
and responded to consultations by the
Assembly, Westminster Parliament and
the two Governments - see www.cytun.

cymru/waleseurope for the latest.

During June and July 2017 we welcomed
Chiron Hooson, an internship student
from Cardiff University, to the Cytin Office
to assist us in this work.
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During autumn 2017 and spring 2018
the Working Party is keen to arrange
meetings in local areas to enable us
to share different visions for the future
of Wales outside the European Union.
Some of our local groups have already
volunteered to do this, but we would be
keen to have further offers of assistance
in this regard. If you would like to host
a meeting in your area, please contact
our Policy Officer, Gethin Rhys through
gethin@cytun.cymru or phone the office

to discuss.

The material for the Week of Prayer
for Christian Unity 2018 has been
produced in the Caribbean.

The themes of the daily material raise
some of the contemporary issues
addressed by the churches of the
Caribbean. Abuses of human rights
are found across the region and we are
challenged to consider our manner
of welcoming of the stranger into our
midst. Human trafficking and modern-
day slavery continue to be huge issues.
Addiction to pornography and drugs,
continue to be serious challenges
to all societies. The debt crisis has a
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negative impact upon the nations and
upon individuals - the economies of
the nations and people have become
precarious. Family life continues
to be challenged by the economic
restrictions which lead to migration,
domestic abuse and violence.

The Caribbean  Churches work
together to heal the wounds in
the body of Christ. Reconciliation
demands repentance, reparation and
the healing of memories. The whole
Church is called to be both a sign and
an active agent of this reconciliation.
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Dates

The Week of Prayer for Christian Unity is
traditionally observed from the 18th to the
25th January - the octave of St. Peter and
St. Paul. However, some areas observe it at
Pentecost or some other time.

Resources

An English pamphlet, large print pamphlet,
bilingual Welsh/English  pamphlet and
multilingual poster will be available via CTBI
as a free download in early September 2017.

Printed versions will be available to purchase
by phone or post from Norwich Books
and Music, and online via Church House
Bookshop.
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Ethnic minorities in Wales -
A new initiative

Cytan is delighted

to support the work

of the Reverend
Sangkhuma in fostering
ethnic minority
churches through the
Preshyterian Church of
Wales.

| am grateful to Revd.
Meirion  Morris, General
Secretary, Presbyterian
Church of Wales, who encourages me
to explore the possibilities of working
alongside the ethnic minority and black
christians in South Wales. Again, | am
grateful to Revd. Aled Edwards, Secretary,
Cytin for showing his interests in this
new initiative and invited me to be part
of Cytlin Racial Justice Network where |
had the opportunity to share my passion
and burden that have paved the ways for
my access to christians of these different
backgrounds.

I soon realised that churches of Cyt(in would
need to offer ministry and new possibilities
forworshipamong culturally diverse groups
in Wales. We need to teach and encourage
church members to recognise the value of
ethnic diversity. How can we learn about
evangelism from culturally diverse groups
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in Wales? How do we go about listening
to what these groups might have to say?
There are as many as 900 - 1000 Asian
Christians in Cardiff, Newport
and Swansea, that require
pastoral care.

At the moment each
ethnic group is having its
own worship service and
fellowship at a hired church
or vestry or community
centre. Another question is -
how diverse ethnic Christian
groups can work together in
reaching out to others? It is
not proving easy to gain the
trust of the communities who are often not
familiar with the idea of being ecumenical
or working with other Christians including
the Welsh churches. It is a new frontier
in mission and | am grateful for this
opportunity to work as the part time
Support Network Coordinator in order that
all christians of different denominations,
nationalities and cultures will celebrate our
diversity and our belonging together as the
body of Christ.

| would also like to see all churches of
Cytlin as a multicultural church committed
to empower the whole church transforming
mission and ministry.

Revd. Dr Sangkhuma Hmar



